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BIOGRAPHY OF MAHOMET, 


RISE OF ISLAM. 


CHAPTER SECOND. 



From the Youth of Mahomet to his Fortieth Year. 


The next event in the life of the youthful Maho- 
met is connected with events of a wider and a more 
stirring interest. 

Between the years 580 and 590, A.D. the vale of The Sacn- 
Mecca and the surrounding country were disturbed {^Twwn'sYo 
by one of those bloody feuds so frequently excited 
by the fiery pride, and prolonged by the revengeful 
temper of the nation. 

In Dhul Cdada, the sacred month preceding the a Fair hcU 
customary days of Pilgrimage, an annual fair was 
held at Oc&.tz, where, within an easy three days’ 
journey of Mecca, the shady palm and cool fountain 
offered a grateful resting place to the merchant and 
the traveller after their toilsome joiuney.* 


* Oc4tz lay botween Tiif and Nakhla. There were two other 
fairs, but of less note, held near Mecca; one at Mujanna in the 
vicinity of Marr al Tzahr&n, the other at Dzul MajAj behind 
Arafat. C. de Perceval, vol. i. p. 296. 


Digitized by Google 


Chivalrons 
and poetical 
rontesta. 


Origin of the 

Sacrileowus 

War. 


2 Mahome(s Youth to his Fortieth Year. [chah. 

Goods were bartered, vain-glorious contests (those 
characteristic exhibitions of Bedouin chivalry) were 
held, and verses recited by the bards of the various 
tribes. The successfiil poems produced at this 
national gathering were treated with distinguished 
honour. They were transcribed in illuminated 
characters, and styled Mudhahabdt or Golden; or 
they were attached to the Kaaba and honored 
with the title MdaUac&t. The SabAa Moallacat, 
or “ Seven suspended Poems,” still survive from a 
period anterior even to Mahomet, a wondrous speci- 
men of artless eloquence. The beauty of the 
language, and wild richness of the imagery, are 
acknowledged even by the European reader; but 
the subject of the poet was limited, and the beaten 
track was seldom deviated from. The charms of 
his mistress, the envied spot marked by the still 
fresh traces of her encampment, the solitude of her 
deserted haunts, liis own generosity and prowess, 
the imrivalled glory of his tribe, the noble qualities 
of his camel ; — these were the themes which, with 
little variation of treatment, and without any im- 
' aginative contrivance of general plot or design, 
occupied the Arab muse; — and some of them only 
added fuel to the besetting vices of the people, vain- 
glory, envy, vindictiveness, and pride. 

At the fair of OcAtz, a rivalrous spirit had been, 
about this period, engendered between the Coreish 
and the Bani Haw&zin, a numerous tribe of kindred 
descent, which dwelt (and still dwells) in the 
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The Saciilegious War. 


3 


country between Mecca and Tfiif.* An arrogant 
poet, vaunting the superiority of his tribe, had been 
struck by an indignant Haw&zinitc; a maid of 
Hawtlzin descent rudely treated by some Coreishite 
youths ; an importunate creditor insolently repidscd.f 
On each occasion the sword was unsheathed, blood 
began to flow, and the conflict would have become 
general unless the leaders had interfered to calm the 
excited people. Such was the origin of the Fijab, 
or Sacrilegious War, so called because it occurred 
within the sacred term, and was eventually carried 
into the sacred territory. 

These incidents suggested the expediency 
requiring all who frequented the fair to surrender, 
while it lasted, their arms, and to deposit them with preserved. 
Abdallah ibn Jodadn, a Coreishite chief.J By this 

• They sprang through Cays Aylnn, from Modhar and Maadd, 
the ancestors of the Coreish. See Introduction, chap. iii. p. cxcv. 

f The circumstances form a curious illustration of Arab man- 
ners. The HawAzin creditor seated himself in a conspicuous 
place with a monkey by his side, and said, “ who will give me 
another such ape, and I will give him in exchange my claim on such 
a one,” — naming his creditor with his full pedigree from Kinana, 
an ancestor of the Coreish. This he kept continually vociferating 
to the intense annoyance of the Kinana tribe, one of whom drew 
his sword and cut off the monkey's head. In an instant the 
IlawAzin and KinAna tribes were embroiled in bitter strife. The 
poet mentioned in the text, and also the murderer BirrAdh who, as 
shown below, actually kindled the war, belonged to the Ban! 

KinAna. The war tlierefore embraced a wider range than tlie 
Coreishite family, who formed a portion only of the KinAna tribe. 

f Ho was descended from Taym, an uncle of Cassai. See 
chap. iv. of Introduction. 
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precaution peace was preserved for several years, 
■when a wanton murder supplied a more serious 
cause of olfcnce. 

Nomiln V. Prince of Illra, despatched to tlie fair 
of Ocatz a caravan richly laden with perfumes and 
musk. It proceeded under the escort of OrwA', a 
warrior of the Bard Hawazin. Bimidh, a friend of 
the Coreish, jealous at being supplanted in the 
convoy of the merchandise, watched his opportu- 
nity, and falling upon OrwA as he encamped by a 
fountain near Fadac,* slew him, and fled with the 
booty to concetd himself in Kheibar. On his way 
tldther he met a Coreishite whom he charged to 
proceed with expedition to the fair then being held 
at OcAtz, and communicate the intelligence to Harb 
(wlio was his confederate or haUf) and the other 
Coreishite chiefs.f The message was conveyed, and 
Abdallah ibn Jodaan, thus privately informed of 
the murder, immediately restored to all their arms, 
and feigning urgent business at Mecca at once de- 
parted with his whole tribe.J But the news of the 
murder began rapidly to spread at Ocatz, and as the 

• The spot was called Awara, in the valley of Tayman, north 
of Medina. 

■(■ The Coreshite messenger was a poet called Bishr. 

J Harb is s.aid to have urged Abdallah to give up only the 
Coreishite, and to withhold the llawuzin arms; so that they might 
fall upon the latter unprepared. Abdallah rejected the proposal 
as perfidious. Rut it looks very like an Abasside tradition to 
vilify the Omey.T<ls. Harb was the son of Oineya and father of 
Abu Sofiim. 
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sun went down it reached the ears of Abu Beril, Chief 
of the nawfizin ; who, forthwith perceiving the cause 
of the precipitate departure of the Coreish, rallied 
his people around him and proceeded in hot pursuit. 

The Coreish had already entered tlie sacred limits, 
and the Bani Hawazin contented themselves with 
challenging their enemy to a rencounter at the same 
period of the following year. The challenge wsis 
accepted, and both parties prepared for the struggle. 

Several battles were fought with various success, 
and hostilities, more or less formal, were prolonged 
for four years, when Otba son of Rabia (the nephew 
of Harb,) proposed a truce. The dead were num- Atrnoeaaer 
bered up, and as twenty had been killed of the f^gllung." 
Hawazin more than of the Coreish, the latter con- 
sented to pay the price of their blood, and for this 
purpose delivered hostages.* 

In some of these engagements, the whole of the The whole of 
Coreish and their allies were engaged. Each tribe engnped in 
was commanded by a Chief of its own ; and 
Abdallah ibn Joddan guided the general move- 
ments. The descendants of Abd Shams and 
Nowfal were headed by Harb, the son of Omeya, 
and took a distinguished part in the warfare. The 
children of Hashim were present also, under the 
command of Zobeir, the eldest surviving son of 
Abd al Muttalib ; but they occupied no prominent 
position. 

• One of the hostages was Abu Sofiitn, tlie famous antagonist in 
after days of Mahomet. 
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Part taken by In one of the battles Mahomet attended upon his 

^lahomct in 

the lighting, unclcs ; but, though now near twenty years of age, 
he had not acquired tlie love of arms. According 
to some authorities, his efforts were confined to 
gathering up the arrows discharged by the enemy 
and handing them to his uncles. Others assign to 
him a somewhat more active share ; but the sentence 
in which this is preserved does not betray much 
enthusiasm in the warfare ; — “ I remember,” said 
the prophet, “ being present with my uncles in the 
Sacrilegious War ; I discharged arrows at the enemy, 
and I do not regret it.”* Physical courage, indeed. 


• Vide Kdtib al Wdekidi, pp. 23J and 24, where will also be 
found an account of the origin and progress of the war, with the 
names of the leaders of tlie several tribes. The statement in 
Ilishilmi (p. 88) is briefer. M. C. de Perceval enters with great 
detail into the history of the war, devoting to it twenty-two pages. 
Vol.i.p. 296, et. scq. He makes the engagement in which Mahomet 
was present to be the first, that namely in which the Coreish re- 
treated on receiving tidings of Orwu’s murder. But there dix;s 
not appear to have been any Jighting on this occasion ; and the 
Kiitib al Wiickidi distinctly ascribes Mahomet’s presence to an en- 
gagement in the following year. The Secretary mentions only one 
battle, in which the Coreish at first gave way, but were subse- 
quently victorious. The engagement is spoken of (p. 24) as 
occurring in the month of Shawwal, which precedes the sacred 
months; but this is said, probably, in order to shelter the youthful 
Mahomet from the sacrilegious charge of fighting within tlie 
sacred term. M. C. de Perceval, drawing upon the poetical re- 
mains in the Kitub al Aglnlni, details a succession of battles; he 
also makes Mahomet to have been but fourteen years of age on 
the occasion, and adds that had he been older he would have 
acted a more inijxTtant part than picking up his uncle’s arrows. 
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and martial daring, are virtues which did not dis- 
tinguish the prophet at any period of his career. 


The sti*uggles for pre-eminence and the contests Probabio 
of eloquence, at the annual fair, possessed for the Mahomet'of” 
young IMahomet a more engrossing interest than the 
combat of arms. At these spectacles, while his 
patriotism was aroused, and desire after personal dis- 
tinction stimulated by the surrounding atmosphere of 
rivalry, he had a rare opportunity for cultivating his 
fertile genius, and learning from the greatest masters in acqairinR 
and most perfect models, the art of poetry and the ° 

power of rhetoric. But another and a nobler lesson 
was taught in the concourse at Ocutz. The Christi- 
anity, as well as the chivalry of Arabia, had there 
her representatives ; and, if we may believe tradition, 

Mahomet while a boy heard Coss, the bishop of*ndan 
Najran, preach a purer creed than that of Mecca, 
in accents, pregnant with deep reason and ft'rvid 
faith, which agitated and aroused his soul. And 
many at that fair, besides the venerable Coss, though 


But the testimony of the KAtib al WAckidi, HishAmi,and Tabari, 
(p. 77) is pl.iinly and unanimously in favour of the age of 
twenty years : and the first distinctly states that he took an active 
part in the arehery. 

Among the chieftains in command of tribes, it is interesting 
to trace Khuweilid the father of Khadija; KhattAb the father of 
Omar; Otliman ibn al Iluweirith, and Zeib ibn Anir, two of the 
four “ Eni/uirers” who will be noticed below; Al As ibn Wail; 
Omcy.i ibn Khalaf; and other well known names. 
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perhaps influonoed by a less catholic spirit, and 
more by prejudice and .superstition, yet professed 
to believe in the same Revelation from above, if 
they did not actually preach the same good tidings. 
Possible Rcnn There, too. Were Jews, serious and earnest men, sur- 
l^t^Catboiic passing the Christians in number, and equally with 
sNstem. them appealing to an inspired Book. The scene thus 
annually witnessed by Mahomet as he advanced 
into mature years, had, (we cannot doubt,) a deep 
influence upon him. ilay there not have been here 
the germ of his great catholic design; — of that Faith 
around which the tribes of all Arabia were to rally ? 
At the fair, one religion clashed against another in 
apparently hopeless opposition ; and yet amid the dis- 
cord he might discern some common elements, — a 
book, — a name, to which all would reverently bow. 
With the Jews he was more familiar than the 
Christians, for as a child he had seen them at Medina, 
had heard of their synagogue or place of worship, and 
had learned to re.spect them as men that feared God. 
They glanced bitterly at the Christians, and even 
when Coss addressed them in language which 
approved itself to the heart of Mahomet as truth, 
they scorned his words, and railed at the meek and 
lowly Jesus of whom he spoke. Not less disdainfully 
did the Christians regard the Jews. And both Jews 
' and Christians spurned the Arab tribes as heathens 
exposed to the wrath of an offended Deity. Yet if 
the enquirer sought, by questioning the parties 
around him, to fathom the causes of this opposition, 


Digitized by Google 



II.] Possible Germ of his Catholic Design, 9 

he would find that, notwithstanding the mutual 
enmity of the Jews and Christians, there was a Reve- 
lation equally acknowledged by both to be divine ; 
that both denounced idolatry as a damnable sin, 
and both professed to worship One only God; and 
(what would startle Mahomet and stir his inmost 
soul,) that both repeated with profound veneration 
a common Name, — the name of Abraham, the 
builder of the Meccan Temple, and author of the 
faith and rites observed there by every Arab 
tribe. What, if there were truth in all these sys- 
tems; — divine truth, dimly glimmering through 
human prejudice, malevolence, and superstition? 
Woixld not that be a glorious mission, to act the same 
part as this Christian bishop on a wider and yet more 
catholic stage, and, by removing the miserable par- 
titions which hide and sever each nation and sect 
from its neighbour, to make way for the natural illu- 
mination of truth and love emanating from the Great 
F athcr of aU ! Visions and speculations such as these 
were no doubt raised in the mind of Mahomet by 
association with the Jews and Christians fi-cquenting 
this great fair. Certainly the Prophet, late in life, re- 
feiTed with satisfaction to the memory of Coss the 
son of Siiida, as having preached there the Hanejite,, 
or Catholic, Faith.* 

• See p. Ixvii. of the Introduction, chap. iii. ; also M. C. de 
Perceval, vol. i. p. 159; and Sprenger, p. 35. 

It is right to add that the only authentic triidition I have met with 
on the subject, does not prove that Mahomet ever was an auditor of 
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The Hiif at A Confederacy formed at Mecca, for the suppres- 

FudhiKav . „ . , , • • 1 ■ 

leefTue sion 01 Violence and injustice, aroused an enthusiasm 

CoreishVor" iu tlic mind of Mahomet which the martial exploits 
of the Sacrilegious War failed to kindle. It was 
called the “ Oath of Fudhiil" and occurred immedi- 
ately after the restoration of peace.* The oflices 
of State, and with them the powers of government, 
had (as shown in the Introduction) become divided 
among the various Coreishite families. There was 
no one now to exercise an authority such as had 
been enjoyed by Cossai and Hashim, or even by 
Abd al Muttalib. When any of the separate tribes 
r ^ neglected to punish in its members acts of oppression 
and wrong, no chief at Mecca was strong enough to 
stand up as the champion of the injured. Right was 
not enforced: wrong remained unpunished. Some 


Cobs. It occurs at p. 61 J of Katib al WAchidi, in the account of a 
deputation to the prophet at Medina, from the Boni Bakribn Wail. 
One of them addressed Mahomet, “ Didst thou know Cuss, the 
son of Suida?” The I’ropliet replied ; — “ He was not one of you ; 
he was a man of the tribe of lyAd, who professed the true faith in 
the days of ignorance, and he visited OcAU during the concourse of 
the people there, and addressed them in words which have been pre- 
served from his lips." ^ Ja JUi 

<U£ i-clLl 

• The Kiitib al Wuckidi states that it occurred the month after 
the conclusion of the war, while Mahomet was yet but twenty 
ye.-irsof age, (p. 24.) 
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glaring instances of this nature* su^ested to the 
principal Coreishite families the expediency of 
binding themselves by an oath to secure justice to 
the helpless. The honor of originating this move- 
ment is ascribed to Zobeir, the oldest surviving son 
of Abd al Muttalib. The descendants of Htishim, 
and the families sprung from Zohra and Taym,f 
assembled in the house of Abdallah son of Joddan, 
who prepared for them a feast; and they swore 
“ by the avenging Deity, that they would take the 
part of the oppressed, and see his claim fulfilled, 
so long as a drop of water remained in the ocean, 
or that they would satisfy it from their own re- 
sources.”! The league was useful, both as a pre- 
ventive against unjust aggression, and on some 
occasions as a means of enforcing restitution. “ I 
would not,” Mahomet used in after years to say, 
“ exchange for the choicest camel in all Arabia the 
remembrance of being present at the Oath which 
we took in the house of Abdallah, when the Bani 


* M. C. de Perceval gives two instances. The first, in which a 
stranger, even though under the protection of the Chief Abdallah 
ibn Jodaun, had his camels slaughtered and devoured before his 
eyes. The second relates to a man who having no patron or pro- 
tector at Mecca, and being denied the price of goods he had sold, 
repaired to an eminence on the side of the hill Abu Cebeis, near 
where the Coreish used to assemble, enjoying the cool evening 
breeze, and loudly called for justice. Vol. i. p. 330. 

■f Zohra the brother, and Taym the uncle of Cossai. 

J The expression in the last clause is not very clear. The 
words are: — ^ L5^ 

VOL. II. C 
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Iiashim, Bani Zohra, and Bani TajTU, swore that 
they would stand by the oppressed.”* 

The youth of Mahomet passed away without any 
other incidents of interest. At one period he was 
employed, like other lads, in tending the sheep and 
goats of the Meccans upon the neighbouring hiUs 
and valleys. He used when at Medina, to refer 
to this employment, and to say that it comported 
with his prophetic office, even as it did with that 
of Moses and David. On one occasion, as some 
people passed by with the fhiit of the wild shrub 
Arak^ the prophet said to hi» companions, — “ Pick 
me out the blackest of these berries, for they are 
sweet; — even such was I wont to gather when I 
fed the flocks of Mecca at Ajyad. Verily there hath 
no prophet been raised up, who performed not the 
work of a Shepherd.” The hire received for this 
duty would contribute towards the support of his 
needy uncle Abu Talib, and the occupation itself 
was congenial with his thoughtful and meditative 

• Katib al Wackidi, p. 24. It is remarkable that only these 
three trilxis are included in the league. To the Bani Zohra 
belonged Mahomet’s mother; and his friend Abu Bakr to the 
Bani Taym. That the league was only a partial one is evident 
from its name ; ftidhul “ what is unnecessary or supererogatory." 
By this appellation it seems to have been called by the rest 
of the Coreish, who did not join it. For other, but less likely, 
derivations, see M. C. de Perctval, vol. i. p. 333; and Weil, 
p. 33. The former gives an instance in which the league was 
after the death of Mahomet ap;>caled to by Iloscin son of Ali, 
against Mouvia or his nephew. 
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character.* While he watched the flocks through 
the hours of darkness, his attention would he riveted 
by the evidences of natural religion spread around: 
the twinkling stars and bright constellations gliding 


• See KAHb al Wdchidi, p. 28; Tabari, p. 63; Sprenger,p 81 ; 
Weil, p. S3; Miaehdt ul Masdbth, (Eng. trans.) toI. ii. pp. 51 and 
520. In the last named work, the hire received by Mahomet is 
specified. In one tradition given by Wdekidi, Mahomet speaks 

thus. — <tCo J • make 

the word Al Carkrit here to be the name of a place ; but it is 
more probable that Mahomet by it meant that he fed the flocks 
for Kirati, or small coins. WeiL 

Sprenger says that this occupation, being regarded a.s humili- 
ating for a man, proves Mahomet’s “ unfitness for the common 
duties of life,” (p. 81). The duty, doubtless, was never regarded 
in Arabia as a very manly one ; and, as Burkhardt shows, is now 
committed by the Bedouins to their unmarried girls. Yet in 
Maliomet's time, at least, it was evidently nothing unusual or 
humiliating for the boys of respectable citizens to be thus em- 
ployed. We read of another Coreishite lad being engaged with 
Mahomet in tending the flocks. Tabari, p. 63. Omar used to 
be sent out by his father to feed his sheep and goats, and to 
bring in forage for his camels. Kdt3> al Wadtidi, p. 231. So 
Abu Bakr, even after his elevation to the Caliphate, is said to 
have been in the habit not only of milking the gouts of the 
people of the quarter of Medina where he lived (at Simh), but 
of taking them occasdonally out to pasture. Tliis may be an ex- 
aggeration, intended to magnify the simplicity of his life (.as a 
lesson and example to future luxurious Caliphs); still the very 
existence of the tradition proves that the task was as little re- 
garded in a dishonorable light at Medina as at Mecca. Probably, 
it was less disliked by the people of the towns than by those of 
the desert. 

The place Ajyad is I suppose the rising ground to the south of 
Meccji, now Cidled Jabal Jyiid, on the declivity of which the 
qmirter Ilaret Jt/ml is now built. Burkhardt, p 115; Ali Beij, 
vol. ii. p. 119. 
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Probable ^ Silently aloDg the deep blue sky, would be charged to 
ahepherd life him wilh a Special message; the loneliness of the 
upon bis mind would arm with a deeper conviction that 

speech which day everywhere utters imto day ; while 
the still small voice, which by the attentive listener is 
never unheard, would swell into grander and more 
imperious tones when the tempest swept with its 
forked lightning and far rolhng thunder along the 
vast sohtudes of the Meccan mountains. Thus was 
cherished a deep and earnest faith in the Deity as an 
ever-present, all-directing Agent ; — a faith which in 
after-days the prophet was wont to inforce from the 
stores of his well-furnished observation, by eloquent 
and heart-stirring appeals to the sublime operations 
of Nature, and the beneficent adaptations of Provi- 
dence. 

All the authorities agree in ascribing to the youth 
of Mahomet a correctness of deportment and purity 
of manners, rare among the people of Mecca. His 
modesty is said to have been miraculously pre- 
served: — “I was engaged one night” (so runs a 
tradition from the Prophet) “ feeding the flocks in 
company with a lad of the Coreish. And I said to 
him, if thou wilt look after my flock, I will go into 
Mecca and divert myself there, as youths are wont 
by night to divert themselves.”* But no sooner 


Reserved and 
temperate 
youth of 
Mahomet. 


I'he story is told by Tabari, p. 
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had he reached the precincts of the city, than a 
marriage feast engaged his attention, and he fell 
asleep. On another night, entering the town with 
the same intentions, he was arrested by heavenly 
strains of music, and, sitting down, he slept till 
morning. Thus he again -escaped temptation; — 

“ And after this,” added Mahomet, “ I no more 
sought after vice; even until I had attained unto 
the prophetic office.” Making every allowance for 
the fond reverence which paved an easy way for 
the currency of such stories, it is quite in keeping 
with the character of Mahomet that he should 
have shrunk from the coarse and licentious practices 
of his youthful fi-iends. Endowed with a refined 
mind and a delicate taste, reserved and meditative, 
he lived much within himself, and the ponderings of 
his heart supplied occupation for the leisure hours 
spent by men of a lower stamp in rude sports and 
riotous living. The fair character and honourable 
bearing of the imobtrusive youth won, if not the 
approbation, at least the respect, of his fellow 
citizens; and he received the title, by common con- 
sent, of Ax AmIn, “ the Faithful.”* 

Thus respected and honored, Mahomet lived a Abn Taiib 

to 

quiet and retired life in the bosom of the family of Mahomet a 
Abu Taiib, who was prevented by his limited cxp^ition, 

- . . ... «tat25. 

means Irom occupying a prominent position in 


• Ilishdnif, p. 38. 
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the society of Mecca. At last Abu Talib, finding 
his family increase faster than the ability to 
provide for them, bethought him of setting his 
nephew, now of a mature age, to earn a liveli- 
hood for himself. Mahomet was never covetous of 
wealth, or at any period of his career energetic in 
the pursuit of riches for their own sake. If left to 
himself, he would probably have preferred the quiet 
and repose of his present life, to the bustle and 
cares of a mercantile journey. He would not spon- 
taneously have contemplated such an expedition. 
But when the proposal was made his generous soul 
at once felt the necessity of doing all that was 
possible to relieve his uncle, and he cheerfully re- 
sponded to the call. The story is as follows. 

When his nephew was now five-and-twenty years 
of age, Abu Tahb addressed him in these words; — 
“ I am as thou knowest, a man of small substance ; 
and truly the times deal hardly with me. Now 
here is a caravan of thine own tribe about to start 
for Syria, and Khadlja daughter of Khuweilid 
needeth men of our tribe to send forth with her 
merchandise. If thou wert to offer thyself, she 
would readily accept thy services.” Mahomet 
replied: — “ Be it so, as thou hast said.” Then Abu 
TiUib went to Khadija, and enquired whether she 
wished to hire his nephew, but he added; — “We 
hear that thou hast engaged such an one for two 
camels, and we should not be content that my 
nephew’s liire were less than four.” The matron 
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answered : — Iladst tliou askedst this thing for one 
of a distant or unfriendly tribe, I would have 
granted it; how much rather now that thou askest 
it for a near relative and friend!” So the matter 
was settled, and Mahomet prepared for the journey. 

When the caravan was about to set out, his 
imcle commended him to the men of the company. 

Meisara, a servant of Khadija, Ukewise travelled 
along with Mahomet in charge of her property. 

The caravan took the usual route to Syria, the reaches 
same which Mahomet had traversed with his uncle to"' 
thirteen years before. In due time they reached 
Bostra, a city on the road to Damascus, and about 
sixty milea to the east of the Jordan. The transac- 
tions of that busy mart, where the practised mer- 
chants of Syria sought to overreach the simple 
Arabs, were ill suited to the tastes and the habits 
of Mahomet; yet his natural sagacity and ready 
shrewdness carried him prosperously through the 
undertaking. He returned from the barter with the 
balance of exchange more than usually in his favour.* 


• The usual profit was to double the value of the stock ; so 
that in the case of Mahomet, who is said by some to have made ' 
twke the usual gain, the principal would be quadrupled. But 
Hishimi says only that “ he doubled the stock, or nearly so.” 

There is a tradition that a contention arose between Maliomet 
and one who wished to take his wares, but who doubting his word, 
desired him to swear by the two Meccan goddesses Lit and Ozza; 
wliich Mahomet refused to do. But this again is mentioned as 
one of the signs by which the monk knew that he was “ the 
coming prophet," and seems of apiece with the other marvellous 
tales relating to the occasion. The same story of his refusing 
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impreOTiom The reflective mind of Mahomet, who had now 
reached the mature but still inquisitive period of 
early manhood, received deep and abiding im- 
pressions from all that he saw and heard upon the 
journey and during his stay at Bostra. Though the 
story of his interview with Nestorius, (a monk who 
embraced him as “ the coming prophet,”) is to be 
rejected as a puerile fabrication,* yet we may be 
certain that Mahomet lost no opportunity of en- 
quiring into the practices and tenets of the Syrian 
Christians or of conversing with the monks and 
clergy who fell in his way.f 

He probably experienced kindness, and perhaps 
hospitality, from them ; for in his Book he ever 
speaks of them with respect, and sometimes with 
praise. J But for their doctrines he had no sympathy. 


to swear by Lit and Ozza, is related of his first journey to 
Syria as a child. 

• The ancient biographies have less of the marvellous in this 
journey than in the former; yet there is a sufficiency. Nestor, 
the monk, saw Mahomet sitting under a tree, below which none 
ever sat but a prophet: he immediately recognised him as such, 
and was confirmed by the further prophetical symptom of redness 
* in the eyes. Meis.ara saw two angels, who regularly shaded him 
during the’heatof the day; and so forth. 

■f Arabic was spoken by the subjects of the Ghassanide dynasty 
and there would be little difficulty found by Mahomet in 
eflfecting an interchange of ideas with tho.se about him. Poets, 
merchants, and travellers from Medina, used often at this period 
to be guests at the Ghassanide Court. 

} Thus Sura, v. 91 ; — Ihou shall surely find those amongst them 
who profess Christianity to be the most inclined to the believers. 
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Second Journey to Syria. 

The picture of Christianity in the Coran must have nistortod view 

. '' presented l>y 

been, in some cousiderable degree, painted fi’ora the the Syrian 

■ e 1 TT 1 1 • 1 worship and 

conceptions now lormed. Had he witnessed a teaching, 
purer exhibition of its rites and doctrines, and seen 
more of its reforming and regenerating influences, 
we cannot doubt but that, in the sincerity of his 
early search after the truth, he would readily have 
embraced and faithfully adhered to the faith of 
Jesus. Lamentable, indeed, it is that the ecclesiastics 
and monks of Syria showed to the earnest enquirer 
so small a portion of the fair form of Christianity ; 
and that little, how altered and distorted! Instead 
of the simple majesty of the Gospel, — as a revelation 
of God reconciling mankind to Himself through his 
Son, — the sacred dogma of the Trinity was forced 
upon the traveller with the misguided and offensive 
zeal of Eutychian and Jacobite partizanship, and 
the worship of Mary was exhibited in so gross a 
form as to leave the impression upon the mind of 
Mahomet that she was held to be a god, if not the 
third Person and the consort of the Deity.* It was by 


This cometh to pass because there are priests and monks among them, 
and because they are not elated with pride. 

* Sura, V. 126 , — And when Goo shall say; — Oh Jesus son of 
^faryl Didst thou tpelU: unto manUnd, sowing, — “ Take toe and my 
mother for two gods besides the Lordf” 

So far as I can judge from the Goran, Malioinet’s knowledge of 
Christianity was derived from the orthodox party, who styled Mary 
“ Mother of God." He may have heard of the Nestorian heresy, 
and it is possibly referred to among the “ SecU " into which Jews 
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such blasq)hemous extravagancies that Mahomet was 
repelled from the true doctrine of Jesus as “ the 
Son of God,” and led to regard him only as “Jesus, 
son of Mary,” the sole title by which he is spoken 
of in the Coran. We may well mourn that the mis- 
named Catholicism of the Empire so grievously 
misled the master mind of the age, and thus eventu- 
ally the greater part of Asia and Africa. 

Mahomet ^ But to return. AVhen Mahomet had dis]x)sed of 
reportJi in the merchandise of his mistrc.ss, and, according to 
her command, purchased for her such things as she 
had need of, he retraced his steps in company with 
the caravan to his native valley.* The mildness of 


and Christians are said in the Coran to be divided. But, had he 
ever obtained a closer acquaintance with the Nestorian doctrine, 
at least in the earlier part of his career, it would (according to the 
analogy of his practice with respect to other subjects) have been 
more definitely mentioned in his revelation. The truth however 
(as will be shown in the concluding chapter) is that Mahomet’s 
ac(|uaintance with Christianity was at the best singularly dim and 
meagre. 

• Thougli the direct route from Mecca to Bostra would run a 
great way east of the Mediterranean, it seems possible that cither 
in this, or. the former journey, Mahomet may have seen the 
Mediterranean Sea. Perhaps, on either occasion the Caravan 
may have visited Gaza {Ghazza) the favourite entrepot of the 
Meccan merchants. His references in the Coran to ships gliding 
majestically on the waters like mountains, appear to point to a 
larger class of vessels than he was likely to see on the Ecd Sea. 
The vivid pictures of sea-storms are among the finest sketches in 
the Coran, and e\ndently drawn from nature: the waves and tem- 
pests may have been witnessed from the Arabian shore, but the 
“ mountiiin ships” more bkely refer to the Mediterranean 
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his manners and his kind attention liad won tlie 
heart of Meisara and, as they drew near to Mecca, 
the grateful servant persuaded Mahomet to go for- 
ward from Marr al Tzahran, and be himself the 
bearer to his mistress of the glad tidings of successful 
traffic. Khadija, surrounded by her maids, was 
sitting upon the upper story of her house,* on the 
watch for the first glimpse of the caravan, when a 
camel was seen rapidly to advance from the expected 
quarter, and as it approached she perceived that 
Mahomet was the rider. He entered, recounted the 
prosperous issue of the adventure, and enumerated 
the various goods which agreeably to her commission 
he had purchased for her. She was dehghted at all 
she heard ; but there was a charm in the dark and 
pensive eye, in the noble featiu'es, and in the graceful 
form of her assiduous agent, as he stood before her, 
which pleased her even more than her good fortime. 
The comely widow was now forty years of age, she 
had been twice married, and had borne two sons and 
a daughter. Yet she cast a fond eye upon that 
thoughtful youth of live-and-twenty ; nor when he 
departed, could she dismiss him from her thoughts.f 


• Her house is still shown in the Zockdck al Ilajar, a little to 
the north-cast of the Kiuiba. It is called Houlad Sitna Fatima ; 
or the birthplace of Fatima. 

f The above account of the journey to Syria is chiefly from 
the Katib al WackiJi. Tabari has a tradition that Mahomet 
traded on account of Khadija, in company with another man, to 
Habasha, a market in the Tehama. The place is erroneously 


She is 
charmed. 
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Khadtja was a Coreishite lady, distinguished by 
birth, as well as by fortune. Her father Khuweilid 
was the grandson of Asad,* and Asad was the 
grandson of Cussei. Khuweibd commanded in the 
Sacrilegious War a considerable section of the 
Coreish, and so did his nephew Othman, son of 
Iluweirith. Her substance, whether inherited or 
acquired through her former marriages, was very 
considerable; and, through hired agents, she had 
increased it largely by mercantile speculation. To 
the blessings of affluence, she added the more im- 
portant endowments of discretion, virtue, and an 
affectionate heart; and, though now mellowed by 
a more than middle age, she retained a fair and 
attractive countenance. The chief men of the 
Coreish were not insensible to these charms, and 
many sought her in marriage ; but choosing rather 
to live on in dignified and independent widowhood, 
she rejected all their offers. The tender emotions 
excited by the visit of Mahomet soon overpowered 
her resolution. The servant Meisara continued to 
sound in her not unwilling ears the praises of his 
fellow-traveller. At last her love became irre- 
sistible, and she resolved in a discreet and cautious 


n.amed by Weil, Uavasha, (p. 34). This, however, is not well 
3ui)jx>rted. Had there bet>n really any such journey, wo should 
have heard a great deal more aliout it, considering the mature 
period of Mahomet’s life at which it is said to have occurred. 

• Hence her family are styled the Bani Asad. 
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way to make known her passion to its object. A Sho sends to 

^ ^ nc^tiate a 

sister (according to other accounts, a servant) wasm<*iage 

- , , , , . . „ -rrr, ■ be««een her- 

the agent deputed to sound ms views. “ What is self and 
it, 0 Mahomet,” said this female, adroitly referring 
to the unusual circumstance of his being unmarried 
at so mature an age,— “ what is it which hindereth 
thee from marriage?” “I have nothing” replied he, 

“ in my hands wherewithal I might marry.” “ But 
if haply that diffi culty were removed, and thou wert 
invited to espouse a beautiful and wealthy lady of 
noble birth, who would place thee in a position 
of affluence, wouldest thou not desire to have 
her?” “ And who,” said Mahomet, startled at the 
novel thought, “may that be?” “It is Khadija.” 

“ But how can I attain unto her?” “ Let that be 
my care,” returned the female. The mind of 
Mahomet was at once made up: he answered, “I 
am ready.” The female departed and told Khadija. 

No sooner was she apprized of his willingness to Mahomet i» 
marry her, than Khadija despatched a messenger to KUadija. 
Mahomet or his uncle, appointing a time when they 
should meet. Meanwhile, as she dreaded the refusal 
of her father, she provided for him a feast; and 
when he had well drunk and was merry, she slaugh- 
tered a cow, and casting over her father perfume of 
saffron or ambergris, dressed him in marriage rai- 
ment. While thus under the effects of wine, the old 
man iinitcd his daughter to Mahomet in the presence 
of his uncle Hamza. But when he recovered his 
senses, he began to look around him with wonder, 
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and to enquire what these symptoms of a nuptial 
’ feast, the slaughtered cow, the perfumes, and the 
marriage garment, should mean. So soon as he was 
made aware of all that had happened, — for they 
told him “ The nuptial dress was put upon thee by 
Mahomet, thy son-in-law,” — he fell into a violent 
passion, and declared that he would never consent 
to give away to that insignificant youth, a daughter 
courted by all the great men of the Coreish. The 
party of Mahomet repHed indignantly that the alli- 
ance had not originated in their wish, but was the 
act of no other than his own daughter. Weapons 
were drawn on both sides, and blood might have 
been shed, when the old man became pacified, and 
a reconciliation ensued.* 

• It is not without much hesitation that I have followed Sprenger 
and Weil in adopting this version of the marriage. It has a 
strongly improbable air; but its very improbability pves ground 
for believing that it has not been fabricated. It is also highly 
disparaging to the position of Mahomet at a period of his life 
when it is the object of his followers to show that he was res- 
pected and honoured. Its credibility is therefore sustained by 
the Canon III. c laid down in chap. i. of the Introduction. There 
was no object in vilifying Khuweilid or the Bani Asad ; and, even if 
it is possible to suppose the story fabricated by Mahomet’s enemies 
before the conquest of Mecca, it would (if resting on no better foun- 
dation) have fallen out of currency afterwards. We seem there- 
fore to have no option but to receive it as a fact, which later tra- 
ditionists have endeavoiu’ed to discredit, under the impression 
that it was a foul spot on their Prophet’s character that Khadija, 
the pattern of wives, should have brought about her marriage 
with Mahomet by making her father drunk. See C.anon II. L. 

Wackidi gives the narrative twice in a differing form, and fi-om 
different traditions, (the vai-iety of source thus giving it a wider 
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Notwithstanding this stormy and inauspicious The union 

fortunate nnd 

commencement, the connubial state proved, both to happy. 
Mahomet and Khadija, one of unusual tranquillity 
and happiness. Upon the former it conferred a 
faithful and affectionate companion, and, in spite of 
her age, a not unfruitful wife. Khadija fully appre- 
ciated the noble mind and commanding talents, 
which a reserved and contemplative habit veiled 
from others, but could not conceal from her. She 
conducted as before the duties of her establishment, 
and left him to enjoy his leisure hours undisturbed 
and free from care. Her house* was thenceforward 

and lc.ss doubtful foundation) ; but he adds that the whole story is 
a mistake, as Khuweilid, the fatlier of Khadija, had died pre- 
viously, and even before the sacrilegious war. KiUA al Wdch'di, 
p. 25. Yet we have seen above that his name is given as one of 
the Commanders in th.it war. Tabari quotes the tradition from 
Wackidi, word for word, together with his refutation, (p. 67). 

Both add that not her father, but her uncle, Amr ibn Asad, be- 
trothed her. Yet other traditions, containing no .illusion to his 
drunkenness, speak of her father as having given her away 
{Tabari, p. 65); and Hishami’s account, which is fused from a 
variety of traditions by Ibn Ishac, while containing no reference 
to the drunken fray, states clearly that Khuweilid was the party 
who betrothed her. We are therefore driven to the conclusion 
that the tradition of Khuweilid’s previous death has been invented, 
to throw discredit on the story of his drunkenness. Wine shops 
were common in Mecca before Islam; but drunkenness, though 
occosiomilly mentioned, does not seem to have been a general or 
common failing. 

HishAmi adds to his statement that Mahomet gave his wife a 
marriage present of twenty young she-camels. 

• For its position see above, p. 21, note *. Tabari says it was 
the one currently known in his time by Khadija’s name. It was 
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his home, and her bosom the safe receptacle of those 
doubts and longings after spiritual light which now 
began to agitate his mind. 

Within the next ten or fifteen years, Khadija 
bore to Mahomet two sons and four daughters. The 
first-bom was named Casim ; and after him, according 
to Arab custom, Mahomet received the appeUation 
of Ab ul CasIm, or “ the father of Casim.” This son 
died at the age of two years. Meanwhile, his eldest 
daughter Zeinab was bom; and after her, at inter- 
vals of one or two years, three other daughters, 
Rockeya, Fatima, and 0mm Kolthftm. Last of all 
was bom his second son, who is variously named 
Abd Men^f, Abdallah, Tayib, and Tilhir; he, too, 
died in infancy. Salma, the maid of Safia, Maho- 
met’s aunt, officiated as midwife on these occasions. 
Khadija sacrificed at the birth of each boy two kids, 
and one at the birth of every girl. All her children 
she nursed herself.* 


purchased by Muavia, and thougli made use of as a mosque, was 
preserved unaltered. A little closet at its door was shown in 
those days, little more than a yard square, in wliich Mahomet used 
to crouch down under a lai^c stone, to protect himself against 
the missiles of Abu Lahab, imd Adi the Tliackifite. Tabari, 
p. G7. 

• The Kutib al Wickidi states that there was an interval of 
only one year between e.ach child, (p. 25). This, if taken with 
precision, would make the second son to be born when Mahomet 
was about thirty-one years of age, that is, about nine or ten years 
before his assumption of the prophetic office. But the expression 
is .somewhat v.ague, and tradition says that the second son. 
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Many years after, Mahomet used to look back to Mntnai love 
this period of his life with fond remembrance, and Khadija. 
Indeed so much did he dwell upon the mutual love 


(Khadija’s last child) was born after the commencement of Islam, 
that is, after Mahomet had declared himself inspired, and was 
forty years of age. Kattb al Wdch'di, p. 179. Sprenger does 
not believe this, and holds that the youngest child was born much 
earlier; frst on account of the advanced age (fifty-three to fifty- 
five years) which Khadija must have reached when Mahomet 
asstuned the prophetic office; and secondly, Iteoause he considers 
the name of AM Mendf (servant of the idol Menaf,) to have an 
idolatrous significance which Mahomet would not have tolerated 
at the late period referred to. He therefore believes that the 
Moslems, ashamed of the name, subsequently called the deceased 
child by other names, as Abdallah, Tayib, or Tahir; and to take 
away tlie very suspicion of its ever having been called by an 
idolatrous name, assert that it was bom after the commencement 
of Islam. Sprenger, p. 83. Sprenger is probably right as to the 
original name of the boy, and the cause of the sulistitutibn of 
others more palatable to Mahometan ideas. There is more cause 
for doubt as to the date of its birth. If an interval of about a 
year and a half elapsed between the birth of each child (the more 
likely as Khadija herself nursed her children) the last would be 
bom when Mahomet was about thirty-four or thirty-five, and 
Khadija forty-nine or fifty years of age. 

Ail authorities agree that C&sim was the eldest of the family, 
and Zeinab the next; but the succession of the other children is 
variously reported. Tlie order followed in the text is that com- 
monly received, and is given by tlie Katib al Wackidi, (p. 25). 
But the Secretary in another place (p. 179) makes Abdallah follow 
Zeinab, and then Bockeya, Fktima, and 0mm Kolthftm. Tabari 
gives another, and Hishftmi a third, order. 

HishAmi also specifies two sons besides CSsim, viz. Tayib and 
Tdhir; both of whom, it is added, died before Islam, (p. 40). 
Tabari also speaks of them ns two, (p. C5). But this, as Spreuger 
has shown (p. 83), is evidently a mistake. The first tradition in 
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of Khadija and liimself, that the envious Ayesha 
declared herself more jealous of this rival whom she 
had never seen, than of all his other wives who con- 
tested with her the affection of the prophet.* 

The person of No description of Mahomct at this period has 
described. been attempted by the traditionists. But from the 
copious accounts of his person in later life, an 
approximate outline may be traced of his appear- 
ance in the prime of manhood. Slightly above the 
middle size, his figure, though spare, was handsome 
and commanding, the chest broad and open, the 
bones and framework large, the joints well knit 


Wackidi is capable of both constructions; — 

/ / 

^ d) ^ 

i.e. “.aAerwards there was bom unto him in Islam, Abdallah, 
called Tayib, and Tahir." The tradition, in this shape, evidently 
gave rise to the error of supposing that T&hir, one of the surnames 
of Abdallah, was a separate son. At p. 179 Wackidi'states the 
troe case in immistakeable language; — .. -aU" ys j j 

♦ .xly dA <1 ^ yb ^ 

I.e. “ am} Abdallah, the same is Tayib, the same is Tahir, so called 
because he was bom after the rise of Islam — the words being 
two adjectives signifying “Sweet” and “Pure.” 

M. C. de Perceval and Dr. Weil have both been misled here. 
The former (voL i. p. 329,) mentions two sons, Tayib and Tahir; 
the latter enumerates no fewer than six, mistaking Tayib, Tahir, 
Abd Mendf, Abdallah, Mutayib, and Muiahhir , — (all appellations of 
one and the same son) for the names of as many different 
children. Weil, p. 39. “Mutayib” and “Mutahhir” are only 
different forms of the adjectives Tayib and Tahir. 

• Mishcat, vol. ii. p. 790. 
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together.* * * § His neck was long and finely nioulded.f 
The head, unusually large, gave space for a broad 
and noble brow. The hair, thick, jet black, and 
slightly curling, fell down over his ears. The eye- 
brows were arched and joined.^ The countenance 
thin, but ruddy. His large eyes, intensely black 
and piercing, received additional lustre firom their 
long dark eye-Jashes. The nose was high and 
slightly aquiline, but fine, and at the end attenuated. 
The teeth were far apart. A long black bushy 
beard, reaching to the breast, added manliness and 
presence. His expression was pensive and contem- 
plative. The face beamed with intelligence, though 
something of the sensuous also might be there dis- 
cerned. The skin of his body was clear and soft; 
the only hair that met the eye was a fine thin line 
which ran down from the neck toward the navel. 
His broad back leaned slightly forward as he walked ; 
and his step was hasty, yet sharp and decided, Hke 
that of one rapidly descending a declivity.§ 


• The hollows of his hands and feet were more than usually 
filled and level: which is a feature the Orientals regard with 
interest. 

•f “His neck rose like that of an antelope." Kaiib al W&ckidi, 
p 81f 

J But some say they were apart and not knit together. I hid. 

§ Ibid. p. 72, &c. This at Medina degenerated into a stoop. 
Some s.ay he walked like a man ascending a hill ; others as if he 
was wrenching his foot from a stone. All these descriptions 
imply decision of step. 
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iiis manner There W8S Something unsettled in his blood-shot 

anil conver- i • i e i ° i • -m-i 

eation. eye, wluch refused to rest upon its object When 
he turned towards you, it was never partially but 
with the whole body. Taciturn and reserved,* he 
was yet in company distinguished by a graceful 
urbanity. His words were pregnant and laconic; 
but when it pleased him to imbend, his speech was 
often humourous, and sometimes pungent. At such 
seasons he entered with zest into the diversion of 
the moment, and now and then would laugh im- 
moderately.f But in general he listened to the 
conversation rather than joined in it. 

His emotions He was the subject of strong passions, but they 
' were so absolutely under the controul of reason or of 
discretion, that they rarely appeared upon the sur- 
face. When much excited, the vein between his 
eyebrows would mantle, and violently swell across 
his ample forehead: yet he was cautious if not 
cunning, and in action fearful of personal danger. 
Treatment of Mahomct wos geuerous and considerate to his 
enemies. friends, and by his well-timed favour and attention 


* “Mahomet was sorrowful in temperament; continually medi- 
tating; hehadnorest; he never spoke except from necessity; 
he used to be long silent; he opened and ended his speech from 
the comers of his mouth; he expressed himself in pregnant 
sentences, using neither too few nor too many words.” K6Ub al 
Wuclddi, p. 81^. 

■f When laughing immoderately, he showed his teeth and 
gums, luid was sometimes so convulsed, that he had to hold his 
sides. Ibid. 
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knew how to rivet even the disaffected to his ser- 
vice. He regarded his enemies, so long as they con- 
tinued their opposition, with a vindictive and unre- 
lenting hatred ; yet he was rarely known to pursue 
a foe after he had tendered a timely submission. His 
commanding mien inspired the stranger with an 
undefined and indescribable awe ; but on closer inti- 
macy, apprehension and fear gave place to confidence 
and love.* 

Behind the quiet and unobtrusive exterior ofi^‘en‘fo™e 

^ of will. 

Mahomet, lay hid a high resolve, a singleness and 
unity of purpose, a strength and fixedness of will, ’ 
a sublime determination, destined to achieve the 
marvellous work of bowing towards himself the heart 
of all Arabia as the heart of one man. Khadija 
was the first to perceive these noble and commanding 
qualities, and with a child- like confidence she sur- 
rendered to him her will and her faith. 

The first incident which interrupted the even Rebuilding of 
tenor of the married life of Mahomet was the re- 
building of the Kaaba, when he was about five-and- 
thirty years of age. One of those violent floods 
which sometimes sweep down the valley of Min& 
had shattered the holy house; it was filled with 


• • The personal description and traits of character have been 
chiefly gathered from the Kdtib id WAdddi, p. 79, et. s*q . ; and 
Iliihamij'p. 129. Tirmidzi also gives a full account of Mahomet’s 
person. 
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ominous rents, and they feared lest it should fall.* 
The treasures it contained were also insecure, owing 
to the absence of a roof; and a party of thieves had 
lately clambered over and robbed some of the 
precious relics. These were recovered, but it was 
resolved that a similar danger should for the futme 
be avoided, by raising the walls to a greater height 
and covering them over. While the Coreish delibe- 
rated how this should be done, a Grecian ship was 
driven by stress of weather upon the shore of the 
Red Sea, near to Shiieiba, the ancient harboiu: of 
Mecca. The news of this misfortime reaching 
Mecca, Walid son of Moghira,f accompanied by a 
body of the Coreish, proceeded to the wreck, pur- 
chased the timber of the broken ship, and engaged 
her captain, a Greek by name Bachm, skilled in 
architecture, to assist in the reconstruction of the 
Kaaba. The several tribes of the Coreish were 
divided into four bodies, and to each was assigned 
the charge of one side.J With such mysterious 


* Such torrents have frequently committed .similar ravages. 
Thus, in 1627, A.D. the flood destroyed three sides of the sacred 
building. Durkhardt, p. 136. Omar built a mole across the 
valley a little above the town, to protect the Kaaba from these 
floods. The remains of the dyke, Burkhardt says, were visible 
till the fourteenth centuiy. Idem. p. 126. 

■f He was descended from Makhzhm, a cousin of Cossai. 

J The independent apportioning of the work shows how divided 
and isolated were the several branches of the Coreish at this time. 
One side was assigned to the Bani Abd Menaf (including desoend- 
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reverence was the Eaaba regarded, that great 
apprehension was entertained lest the apparent 
sacrilege of dismantling the holy walls should ex- 
pose even the pious restorers to divine wrath. At 
last Walid seized a pickaxe, and invoking the Deity 
in a deprecatory prayer, detached and threw down 
a portion of the wall. All then retired and waited 
till the following morning, when, finding that no 
mischief had befallen the adventurous chief, they 
joined in the demolition. They continued to dig 
till they reached a hard foundation of green stones 
set close together like teeth, and resisting the stroke 
of the pickaxe.* From thence they began to build 


ants of H&shim, Abd Shams, Naufal, and Abd al Muttalib,) and 
the Bani Zohra; a second to the Bani Asad and Abd al Dar; a 
Ihifd to the Bani Taym and Makhzdm; and the fourth to the 
Bani Sahm, Jumh, Adi, and Amr ibn Lowey. There was, in fact, 
no acknowledged head, as the following incident proves. 

• This green bed is called the “ foundation of Abraham,” and 
the tradition adds that when one struck his pick-axe into the 
stones the whole of Mecca shook. Hishdmt, p. 42; Tabari, p. 76. 

It is also stated that an inscription was discovered beneath one of 
the comer foundations, written in Syriac, which no one could decy- 
pher, until a Jew made it out as follows: — “7 am God, the Lord of 
Becca (an ancient name of Mecca); I created it on the dag on 
which I created the heavens ami the earth, and formed the sun and 
the moon ; and I have surrounded it with seven angels of the true 
faith ; it shall not pass away until the ttvo hills thereof pass away. 
Blessed be the inhabitants thereof in water find in milk." Hishami, 
p. 42. He adds, “There is a tradition that, about forty years 
before tlie mission of Mahomet, a stone was found in the Kaaba 
inscribed with these words ; — “ He that soieeth good, shall reap that 
which is tabs envied; and he that someth evil, shall reap remorse. 
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the waD. Stones of grey granite were selected or 
hewn from the neighbouring hills, and carried by 
the citizens upon their heads to the sacred enclosure.* 
' Mahomet, with the whole body of the Coreish, 
assisted in the work.f All proceeded harmoniously 
until the structure rose four or five feet above the 
surface. At that stage it became necessary to build 
the Black Stone into the eastern corner, with its 
surface so exposed as to be readily kissed by the 


Te do evd, and (expect to) obtain good: Ah ! that KOvld be to gather 
grapes of thorns." Ibid. 

The first of these traditions is very remarkable. It quite ac- 
cords with the theory developed in the second and third chapters 
of the Introduction, that some Abrahamic tribe, acqminted with 
Syriac, should have been at a remote period associated with the 
aboriginal Arabs in the building of the Kaaba, and should have 
left under its walls a Syriac inscription of the tenor referred to. 
At all events, the very existence of the tradition, whether true 
or not, shows the popular opinion on the subject, and the popular 
opinion was founded on probable legend. 

• “ The common stone of the Meccah mountains is a fine grey 
granite, quarried principally from a hill near the Bab al Shebayki, 
wliich furnished materials fur the Kaabah.” Burton, vol. iii. 
p. 150. 

t A miraculous tale is here added. The people loosened their 
under garments, and cast them over their heads as a protection 
against the weight and roughness of the stones. Mahomet did 
the same; when a voice from heaven was heard warning liim not 
to expose his person. Immediately he covered himself, and “ after 
that day the nakedness of the prophet was never again seen by 
any human being.” Kdtib al WdcJcidi, p. 27. One may con- 
clude of what authority such stories are, when it is added that 
Hish&mi tells the same tale, in almost identical words, of Maho- 
met as a child plaging toith other bogs, (p. 38). 
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pilgrims upon foot. This mysterious stone, we leani 
from modern travellers, is semi-circular, and mea- 
sures about six inches in height, and eight in 
breadth ; it is of a reddish-black colour, and bears 
marks in its undulating surface, notwithstanding the 
polish imparted by a myriad kisses, of volcanic 
origin.* 


• Ali Bey has givea a plate wth a front view and section of 
the stone. It possesses so peculiar an interest that a sketch has 
been given of it .along with the plan of the Kaaba. The following 
is his description: — 

“ The Black Stone, Hhajcra el AssouAd, or Heavenly Stone, is 
raised forty-two inches above the surface,” (i.«. the level of the 
ground,) “ and is bordered all round with a large plate of silver, 
about a foot broad. The part of the stone that is not covered by 
the silver at the angle, is almost a semicircle, six inches in height 
by eight inches six lines in diameter at its base. 

“ This stone is a fragment of volcanic basalts, which is sprinkled 
throughout its circumference with small pointed coloured crystals, 
and varied with red felspath, upon a dark black ground like coal, 
except one of its protuberances, which is a little reddish. The 
continual kisses and touchings of the faithful have worn the sur- 
face uneven, so that it now has a muscular appearance. It has 
nearly fifteen muscles, and one deep hollow. 

“ Upon comparing the borders of the stone that are covered 
and secured by the silver with the uncovered part, I found the 
latter had lost ne.'irly twelve lines of its thickness; from whence 
we may infer, that if the stone was smooth and even in the time 
of the prophet, (?) it has lost a line during each succeeding age," 
(i.e. century.) Ali Bey, voL iL p. 76. 

“ At the [north] east comer of the Kaaba, near the door, is the 
famous “ Black Stone it forms a part of the sharp angle of the 
building, at four or five feet above the ground. It is an irregular 
oval, about seven inches in diameter, with an undulated surface. 
Composed of about a dozen smaller stones of different sizes and 
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Contention aa The virtue of the whole building depending 
siionici deposit upon this little stone, each iamily of the Coreish 

it in its place. 

shapes, well joined together with a small quantity of cement, and 
perfectly smoothed: it looks as if the whole had been broken into 
many pieces by a violent blow, and then united again. It is very 
difficult to determine accurately the quality of this stone, which 
has been worn to its present surface by the millions of touches 
and kisses it has received. It appears to me like a lava, contain- 
ing several small extraneous particles, of a whitish and a yellowish 
substance. Its colour is now a deep reddish brown, approaching 
to black ; it is surrounded on all sides by a border, composed of a 
substance which I took to be a close cement of pitch and gravel, 
of a similar, but not quite the same brownish colour. This 
border serves to support its detached pieces; it is two or three 
inches in breadth, and rises a little above the surface of the stone. 
Both the border and the stone itself are encircled by a silver band, 
broader below than above and on the two sides, with a consider- 
able swelling below, as if a part of the stone were hidden under 
it. The lower part of the border is studded with silver nails. 

“ In the south [cast] corner of the Kaaba, or as the Arabs call 
it, Roken el Yamkny, there is another stone, about five feet from 
the ground ; it is one foot and a half in length, and two inches in 
breadth, placed upright, and of tlic common Mecca stone. This 
the people, walking round the Kaaba, touch only with the right 
hand; they do not kiss it.” Burkhardt, pp. 137-138. 

The last-mentioned stone, the Rukn Yamani, so called from its 
southern aspect towards Yemen, is frequently mentioned in the 
annals of Mahomet, but was never regarded with the same reve- 
rence as the Black Stone. 

The Black Stone was carried off by the sacrilegious Carmats, 
and retained by them at Ilajar, in the east of Arabia, from A.II. 
317 to 339, and then restored. WeiTs Caliphs, vol. ii. p. 612; 
Burkhardt, p. 167. It was struck with a club by an emissary of 
the Egyptian fanatic Hakim, A.H. 413; after which the chips 
and dust were carefully restored, and the fractures cemented. 
Burkharilt, ibid. 

Burton, who carefully surveyed the stone, states tliat the height 
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began to advance pretensions to the exclusive 
honour of placing it in its future receptacle. The 
contention became hot, and it was feared that fight- 
ing and bloodshed would ensue. For four or five 
days the building was suspended. At last the 
Coreish again assembled on the spot amicably to 
decide the difliculty. Then Abu Omeya,* the 
oldest citizen, arose and said, “ 0 Coreish, hearken 
unto me ! My advice is that the man who chances 
first to enter in at this gate of the Bani Sheyba, he 
shall be chosen to decide the difference amongst you, 
or himself to place the Stone.”f The proposal was 


from the ground, according to his measurement, is four feet nine 
inches. Yol. iii. 160. 

He adds that he and his party “ monopolized the use of it for 
at least ten minutes. Whilst kissing it and rubbing bands and 
forehead upon it, I narrowly observed it, and came away per- 
suaded that it is a big aerolite.” Ibid. p. 210. 

And again: — “ The colour appeared to me black and metallic, 
and the centre of the stone was sunk about two inches below the 
metal circle. Round the sides was a reddish-brown cement almost 
level with the metal, and sloping down to the middle of the 
stone.” Ibid. p. 161, note. “ The band,” he adds, “ is now a 
massive arcli of gold or silver gilt. I found the aperture in which 
the stone is, one span and three fingers broad.” Ibid. p. 162, note. 

* Hishdm, p. 43 ; Tabari, p. 76. He was of the Bani Makh- 
zfim, and brother of Walid, father of the famous Kh&lid. 

•f The K&db al W4ckidi says “ to place the stone ;” Hish&mi and 
Tabari “ to decide the dispute between them.” The gate is called 
“ that of the Bani Sheyba,” by the Secretary (p. 27); probably 
because it was built by Abd al Muttalib {Sheyba al Ilamd). 
Burkhardt, p. 152, quotes Azrakt and Colobi to the effect 
that the B4b al Salam is the modem name of the Bftb bani 
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confirmed by acclamation, and they awaited the 
issue. Mahomet, who happened to be absent on 
the occasion, was immediately observed approach- 
ing, and he was the first to enter the gate. They 
exclaimed, “ Here comes the Faithful arbiter {al 
Aviin)) we are content to abide by whatever he 
may decide !” Calm and self-possessed, Mahomet 
received the commission, and with his usual sagacity 
at once resolved upon an expedient which should 
conciliate all. Taking off his mantle and spreading 
it upon the groimd, he placed the stone thereon, 
and said, “ Now let one from each of your four 
divisions come forward, and raise a corner of this 
mantle.” Four chiefs approached, and seizing the 
corners simultaneously lifted the stone. When it 
had reached the proper height Mahomet,* with 

Sheyba. There are, however, two places called by that name; — 
one a grand entrance in the piazza, the other an isolated archway, 
about seventy feet on tlie north-east side of the Kaaba, and a 
little beyond the Macam Ibrahim. The latter is most probably the 
gate intended, as the piazza is entirely modem ; and it is not 
unlikely that the ancient limits of the sacred yard were marked 
by some sort of wall or enclosure, of which this was one of the 
original gates or entrances. A court-yard measuring seventy or 
eighty feet from the Kaaba would take in all the objects of sacred 
interest immediately around it. 

For the Bob al Salam see Durkhardt, p. 146; Burton, vol. ii. 
p. 174. “ The Bab al balam or Bab Beni Sbaybah, resembles in 

its isolation a triumphal arch, and is built of cut stone.” It is no 
doubt a modem reproduction of the ancient doorway. See also 
Ali Bey, vol. ii. p. 83. ' 

• Wuckidi adds a foolish legend, that a man from Najd oflered 
Mahomet a stone to fix tlie corner-stone with; but that Abbas 
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his own hand, guided it to its place. The de- 
cision raised the character of Mahomet for wisdom 
and judgment ; while the singular and apparently 
providential call would not pass unnoticed by 
Mahomet himself. Rehgious awe not unfiequently 
with him degenerated into superstition; and there 
was here a mysterious singling out of himself to be 
a judge among his fellows in a sacred question, 
which may well have wrought upon a less imagi- 
native and enthusiastic spirit that that of Mahomet, 
and prompted the idea that he might yet be chosen 
of God to be the prophet of his people. 

After the stone had been thus deposited in itsThoKnaba 
proper place, the Coreish built on without interrup- 
tion ; and when the wall had risen to a considerable 
height they roofed it in with fifteen rafters resting 
upon six central pillars. A covering of cloth was, 
according to ancient custom, thrown over the 
edifice, and hung down like a curtain on every side.* 


interfered, and himself presented Mahomet with a stone for that 
purpose. The man of Najd was incensed, and Mahomet explained 
to him that only a Coreishite could have any concern whatever in 
tlie building of the house. The Najdite then became furious, and 
abused the Corcishites for choosing so young and insignificant a 
fellow as Mahomet for the ofBce. It then turns out that this 
stranger from Najd was none other than Iblia, tlie devil himself! 

We again find this legend of the devil in the shape of an old 
man from Najd, appearing at the council of the Coreish assembled 
many yenis afterwards to condemn Mahomet to death. 

* The cu-stom of veiling the Kaaba is of extremely remote 
rlate. The legend tlial one of tlie Tobbas of Vemen, on embracing 
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The Eaaba thus rebuilt was surrounded by a small 
enclosure probably of not more than fifty yards in 
diameter. To the west* stood the Hall of Council, 
with its door towards the Kaaba.f On the east 


Judaism was the first to do so, in the b^inning of the third cen- 
tury, is probably apocryphal. See Introduction, chap. iii. p. clvii. 
There is however no other tradition of the origin, though the 
curtain is referred to in traditions of the time of Mahomet. 

Burton has an interesting resumd of the traditions regarding 
the covering. VoL iii. p. 295-300. 

Originally, it is supposed, the cloth covered the whole building 
including the top. Before a roof was made by the Coreish it 
would constitute the only protection from the weather. And this 
may have been its first object. The roof is now tmeovered, the 
curtain being attached only to the walls. 

The curtain was at first furnished by subscription, till Mughlra 
offered to supply it every alternate year. In the time of Mahomet 
it was of Yemen cloth. Omar renewed it yearly of Egyptian 
linen. Various materials, as striped Yemen stuff, red brocade, 
black silk, have been at different times used; and the covering 
has been changed as often as six times a year. To supply it 
came to be regarded a sign of sovereignty. 

The covering is now worked at Cairo, and renewed yearly at 
the season of pilgrimage. It “ is a coarse tissue of silk and cotton 
mixed.” A band of two feet, embroidered with texts, is inserted 
a third from the top. Burton describes the new covering thus ; — 
“ It was of a brilliant black, and the Hizam — the zone or golden 
band running round the upper portion of the building — as well as 
the Burka (face veil) were of dazzling brightness.” The Burka is 
“ the gold embroidered curtain covering the Eaabah door." Vol. 
iii. p. 295. 

• Or north-west. 

t Sprenger, p. 24, note 4. Burkhardt also shows that it stood 
near the present “station” of the Hanefites, which lies on the west 
side. This and tlie gate of the Bani Sheyba, were probably the 
limits of the holy yard, and hence we may assume tlie enclosure 
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was the gateway of the Bani Shoiba, close by the 
sacred well ofZemzem. At a respectful distance 
around were built the houses of the Corcish. The 
great idol Hobal was placed in the centre of the 
holy house ; and outside were ranged various 
other images.* The door for entering the Kaaba 
was then, as it is now, near to the Black Stone in 
the eastern side, and several feet above the ground ; 
a fact attributed by Mahomet to the pride of 
the Coreish, and a desire to retain in their own 
hands the power of admission. The building, 
though now substantial and secure, occupied some- 
what less space than its dilapidated and roofless 
predecessor. The excluded area, called the Ilejer 

in the days of Mahomet to have been of the dimensions given in 
the text. 

Burton writes : — “ Close to the north-west angle of the cloister 
(piazza of the Kaaba) is the Bab cl Nadwah, anciently called Bab 
el Umrah, and now Bab el Atik, the Old Gate. Near this place, 
and opening into the Kaabah, stood the town llal, Dar el Nadwah, 
built by Kusay.” He adds that many authorities place this 
building on the site of the " station" of the Hanefitcs. Vol. iii. p. 181. 
Both traditions may be correct. The Town Hall, built close to 
the station of the Ilancfites, may have had a gate near the site of 
the Bab el Nadwah. 

• We have no authentic information as to the number of these 
idols. The popular tradition {Burkhardt, p. 164), tliat there were 
360, or one for every day in the year, is not founded upon any 
careful authority. LAt and Ozza were no doubt pre-eminent. 
Wlien Mahomet came as a conqueror to Mecca all the idols were 
destroyed, or rather (as the legend has it) each fell prostrate as he 
pointed at it. That the image or picture of Jesus and Mary had 
a place among the other idols seems apocryphal. 
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or Halim, lay to the north-west, and is still without 
the sacred walls.* 

• The sill of the door is now alx>ut seven feet above the level of 
the ground, and a moveable wooden staircase is used for ascend- 
ing. It is six feet from the comer of the Black Stone. Burk- 
hardt, p. 157 ; Alt Bey, vol. ii. p. 75; Burton, vol. iii. p. 156. 

The pavement surrounding the Kaaba is eight inches lower 
than the rest of the square. Burkhardt,'p. 142. Ali Bey affirms 
that the square itself is several feet lower than the surro unding 
streets, as you have to descend by steps into it. Hence he con- 
cludes that the floor of the Kaaba (i.e. the sill of its door), is the 
original level of the soil and of the building, the earth having been 
subsequently hollowed out. But this is not consistent with the 
fact that tlie door of the Kaaba was, even in Mahomet’s time, 
when there could have been little need for excavation, about as 
high, probably, as it now is. The following tradition is related 
from Ayesha on the authority of Wackidi. “ The Prophet said: — 
Verily they have drawn hack the foundations of the Kaaba from 
their original limit ; and if it were not that the inhabitants are fresh 
from idolatry, I would have restored to the building that which was 
excluded from the area thereof But in case the people may again 
after my time need to renew the structure, come, and I will show thee 
tchat was left out. So he showed a space in the llijr of about 
seven yanls. Then he proceeded : — 

“And I would have made in it tiro doors level with the ground, 
one towards the east, the other towards the west. Dost thou know 
why this people raised the doorf It was out of haughtiness, that no 
one might enter thereat but he whom they chose ; and any man 
they desired not to enter they suffered to come up to the door, 
and then thrust him back, so that he fell.” It is added on other 
authority that the Coreish used to open the Kaaba on Mondays 
and Thursdays, and take off their shoes out of reverence for the 
holy place, when they entered; and that those who were thrust 
back from the door were sometime.s killed by the fall. Kutib al 
Wdekidi, p. 27|. When the Kaaba was reconstructed by Ibn 
Zobcir, A.H. 64, two doors are said to have l>een opened level 
with the ground. Burkhardt, [ip. l.'17-165. But if so, the 
ancient form .'ind proportions must snbse<juently have been 
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The circumstances which nave occasion for the Absence nt 
decision of Mahomet are strikingly illustrative of paramount 

° authorily. 

reverted to. Ali Bey thought that he perceived marks of a second 
door opposite, and similar to the present one ; Burton also says, — 

“ inside its place can still be traced.” 

Burton attributes the depression of the square to another cause. 

It “ manifestly arises from the level of the town having been 
raised, like Rome, by successive layers of ruins; the most popu- 
lous and substantial quarters (as the Shamiyah to the north) 
would, we might expect, be the highest, and this is actually the 
case," iii. 157. Rather, we might expect it because the fall of the 
valley is from north to south. The theory is hardly tenable. 

The space at present called the Ilijr or Macdm Ismail, lies to the 
north-west of he Kaaba, about the distance pointed out by Mahomet 
as the limit of the old building. It is now m.arked by a semi- 
circular parapet of wliite marble, five feet high, facing the Kaaba; 
the intervening spot being termed Al Halim. Burkhanlt, p. 139. 

When Ibn Zobeir rebuilt the Kaaba on an enlarged scale, this is 
believed to have been enclosed; but it was again excluded by 
llajuj ibn Yusuf. Surkhardtfp. 139. The space is still regarded 
as equally holy with the Kaaba itself. 

Both Othman and Ibn Zobeir enlarged the square by purchasing 
and removing the adjoining houSes of tho Coreish, and they 
enclosed it by a wall. Various similar changes and improve- 
ments were made by successive Caliphs till, in the third century 
of the Hegira, the Quadrangle with its imposing Colonnade, 
assumed the present dimensions. Burkhardt, p. 1G2, et. seq. 

The Kaaba, as it now stands, is an irregular cube, the sides of 
which vary from forty to fifty feet in length. Bur-ton, vol. iii. 
p. 154. The quadrangle corresponds loosely with the direction of 
its walls. Some say that the name of Kaaba was given after re- 
construction of the temple by Ibn Zobeir; but it is so constantly 
referred to by that name in the most ancient traditions, that the 
appellation cannot possibly be modern. The Kaaba is more 
probably the ancient idolatrous name, while Beit-ullah, The house 
of God, is the more modern title harmonising with Jewish or 
Abrahamic expression. 

VOL. II. u 
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attemptAf 
under the 
influence of 
the Grecian 
Emperor, to 
aieze the 
Govemment. 


tlie entire absence of any paramount authority in 
Mecca, and of the number of persons among whom 
the power of government was at this time divided. 
Each main branch of the Coreishite stock was inde- 
pendent of every other; and the offices of State 
and Religion created by Cossai were insufficient to 
secure a universal influence, because distribution 
among hostile families had neutralized their potency. 
It was a period in which the commanding abilities 
of a Cossai might have again dispensed with the 
prestige of place and birth, and asserted dominion 
by strength of will and inflexibility of purpose. 
But no such one appeared, and the divided aris- 
tocracy of Mecca moved onward with a feeble and 
distracted step. 

A curious story is related of an attempt made about 
this period to gain the rule at Mecca. The aspirant 
was Othmun, son of Huweirith, a first cousin of 
Khadija’s father. lie was dissatisfied, as the legend 
goes, with the idolatrous system of Mecca, and 
travelled to the Coiurt of the Grecian Emperor, 
where he was honourably entertained, and admitted 
to Christian baptism. He returned to Mecca, and 
on the strength of an imperial grant, real or pre- 
tended, laid claim to the government of the city. 
But his claim was rejected, and he fled to Syria, 
where he found a refuge with the Ghasstluide 
princes. OthmAn revenged his expulsion by using 
his influence at the Court of Ghassan, for the 
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imprisonment of the Coreishite merchants who 
chanced to be on the spot. But emissaries from 
Mecca by the aid of rich gifts, counteracted his 
authority with the Prince, and at last procured his 
death.* 

Notwithstanding the absence of a strong govern- 
ment, Mecca continued to flourish under the gene- Mecca, 
rally harmonious combination of the several inde- 
pendent phylarchies. Commerce was prosecuted 
towards S 3 rria and Ir&c with greater vigour than 
ever. About the year 606 A.D, we read of a mer- 
cantile expedition under Abu Sofitln, which for the 
first time penetrated to the capital of Persia, and 
reached even the presence of the Chosroes.f 

I proceed to notice some particulars of the Domestic life 

^ ,• i*/* < of Mfthonict» 

domestic lile oi Mahomet. 

The sister of Khadija was married to Rabi, a Marriage of 
descendant of Abd Shams, J and had borne him a eldest'^* 
son called Abul As. The son had by this time '^““8*'*®”- 
grown up, and was respected in Mecca for his 
uprightness and mercantile success. Khadija loved 
her nephew, and looked upon him as her own 
son. She prevailed upon Mahomet to join him in 

• He died by poison. The story is not strongly attested, con- 
sidering- the lateness of the incidents related. See Sprenger, p. 34 ; 

M, C. de Perceval, p. 335 ; Ilishdmi, p. 56. , 

■f M. C. de Perceval, vol. i. p. 242. 

J He was not however of the Omeyad line, but dcsccinled 
tlirough AM al Ozza, a brother of Omeya. M. C. de Perceval, 
vol. iii. p. 76. 
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marriage with their eldest daughter Zeinab, who 
had but just reached the age of womanhood. 
The union is proved by its subsequent history 
to liave been one of real affection, though during 
the troubled rise of Islam it was chequered by a 
temporary severance, and by several romantic 
incidents.* Somewhat later the two younger 
daughters, Ruckeya and Oram Kolthhm, were given 
in marriage to Otba and Oteiba, both sons of Abu 
Lahab, the uncle of Mahomet.f Fiitiraa, the 
youngest, was yet a child. 

Shortly after the rebuilding of the Kaaba, Maho- 
met comforted himself for the loss of his son CasimJ 
by adopting Ali, the little son of his friend and 
former guardian Abu Tftlib. The circumstance is 
thus described. 

It chanced that a season of severe scarcity fell 
upon the Coreish; and Abu Tahb, still poor, was 
put to great shifts for the support of his numerous 
family. Ilis difficulties were not unperceived by 
Mahomet, who, prompted by his usual kindness and 
consideration, repaired to his rich uncle Abbas, and 
said, “ Oh Abbas! thy brother Abu Tahb hath a 
burdensome family, and thou seest what straits all 

• Ilishdmi, p. 234. These will be related below. 

Hishnmi as above ; Sprenger, p. 88 ; Wed, p. 89. 

J Possibly for that of his second son, Abd Menilf (or Abdallah), 
also; for we have seen .above that the dates of his birth and death 
iue uncertain, and may have happened earlier than we have sup- 
jK)sed. 
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men are brought to. Let us go to him, and relieve 
him somewhat of the care of his children. I will 
take one son. Do thou take another. And we 
shall support them.” Abbas consenting, they pro- 
posed the thing to Abu TAlib; and he replied, 

“Leave me Ackil and T&lib;* and do ye with 
the others as it pleaseth you.” So Mahomet took 
Ali, and Abb^is took Jdfar. Ali, at this time pro- 
bably not above five or six years of age, remained 
ever after with Mahomet, and they exhibited to- 
wards each other the mutual attachment of parent 
and child.f 

The heart of Mahomet was inclined to ardent "on of 

lluntnaf a 

and lasting friendships. About the period of Ali’s Christian 
adoption he received into his close intimacy another 
person imconnected with him by family ties, but of 
more equal age. This was Zeid, the son of Ihiritha. 

As he is firequently alluded to in the coming history, 
and by his constant society must have influenced to 


* Some traditions say only Ackil. The subsequent history of 
Tfilib is not clear or satisfactory. It is said that he was obliged 
against his will to fight on the side of the idolatrous Meccans at 
Badr, and that he was never heard of after. 

t Ali was bom about the beginning of the seventh century. 
M. C. de Perceval fixes the year of his birth in 602 A.D., which 
would make him fifty-nine or sixty when he died in 661. But 
tradition says that he died aged sixty-three. That, however, is 
the pattern age, which (having been Mahomet’s) tradition is 
inclined to give, wherever possible, to its heroes. Supposing 
sixty-three to have been his real age, and making allowance for 
the lunar year, his birth would date in 600 or 601 AD. 
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some extent the course of Mahomet, it is important 
to trace his previous life. The father of Zeid was 
of the Bani Odzra, a Codhaite tribe collateral with 
the Bani Kalb,* and occupying the region south of 
Syria. His mother belonged to the Bani M&n, a 
division of the great Tai family.f While she was 
proceeding with the child on a journey to her home, 
the company was waylaid by a band of Arab marau- 
ders. Zeid was carried away captive, and sold into 
slavery. He afterwards fell into the hands of 
Hakim, grandson of Khuweilid, who presented him 
to his aunt Khadija shortly after her marriage with 
Mahomet. He was then above twenty years of 
age; and is described as small in stature, and dark 
in complexion, with a short and depressed nose. 
He was nevertheless an active and useful servant 
and Mahomet soon conceived a strong affection for 
him. Khadija to gratify her husband made him a 
present of the slave. 

is obo adopted A party of the Bani Kalb, on a pilgrimage to 

Mecca, recognized the youth, and commimicated 
the tidings of his welfare to his disconsolate father,§ 


* Sec Introduction, chap. iii. pp. cxlix. and cci. It was the same 
tribe which a couple of centuries before had assisted Cossai in 
his coup d'etat. 

■f Sec in the same chap. p. ccxxviii. 

t Kdtib at WuckuU, p. 18C J ; Sprenger, p. ICO. 

§ See the affecting verses his father is said to have recited 
when wandering in search of him. Kdtib al Wdekidi, p. 180 ; 
Weil, p. 325. 
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who immediately set out to fetch him home. Ar- 
rived at Mecca, Haritha offered a large payment for 
the ransom of his son. Mahomet summoned Zeid 
and left it in his option to go or to stay. He chose 
to stay. “ I will not leave thee,” he said, “ thou 
art in the place to mo of father and of mother.” 
Delighted by his faithfulness, Mahomet took him 
straightway to the Black stone of the Kaaba, and 
said, “Bear testimony, all ye that are present! Zeid 
is my son. I shall be his heir, and he shall be mine." 
His father, contented with the declaration, returned 
home rejoicing; and the-freed man was thencefor- 
ward called “ Zeid ibn. Mohammad,” Zeid, the son 
of Mahomet. At Mahomet’s desire he married his 
old attendant, 0mm Ayman. Though nearly 
double his age, she bore him a son called Usilma, 
who was the leader in the expedition to Syria at 
the time of Mahomet’s fatal illness.* 


• There is difficulty and discrepancy about the age of Zeid. 
Some traditions say that he was a mere child when received by 
M.ahomet; but this is incompatible with his having shortly after 
married 0mm Ayman. Sprenger (as it appears to me on insuf- 
ficient grounds), attributes these traditions to a fear on the part of 
the Moslem historians that Mahomet might be suspected of gain- 
ing Christian knowledge from Zeid; and hence the traditions 
represented him as too young for tliat purpose (p. 161). Others 
say he was ten years younger than Mahomet; which is more 
likely. Kdt3> al Wdekidi, p. 186^. But the most probable 
tradition is that which represents him as fifty-five, when killed at 
the battle of Mflta, A.H. 8, or 629 A.D. This would make him 
six years younger than Mahomet, or somewhat above twenty, 
when he came into his possession. The dilference of age between 
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Christian Christianity prevailed in the tribes from which, 
Zcidj both on the father’s and the mother’s side, Zeid 
sprang;* and though severed from his home at 
too early an age for any extensive or thorough 
knowledge of its doctrines, yet he probably carried 
with him some impression of the teaching, and 
some fragments of the facts or legends, of Chris- 
tianity. These would form subjects of conversation 
between the youth and his adoptive father, whose 
mind was now feeling in all directions after religious 
truth. Among the relatives, too, of Khadija, there 
were persons who possessed a knowledge of Chris- 
tianity, and followed perhaps something of its 
<.f othmin practicc. Her cousin Othman has been already 

ibn Iluwcirith, '' 

noticed as having embraced Christianity at Con- 


him and Mahomet’s nurse was great, for tradition tells us that the 
Prophet promised him paradise for marrying her. Ibid. p. 187. 

The likelihood is that he was of a tender age when carried off 
by the Arabs, for his mother would not probably have taken one 
above the years of a child with her on a visit to her family; a 
period intervened in which the slave changed owners, and in 
which his father, after long wandering after him, gave up the 
search. So that he may well have fallen into Khadija's hands 
when he was about twenty years old. 

Some accounts say that Hakim brought him with a company 
of slaves from Syria, and that having offered the choice of them 
to his aunt, she selected Zeid. Others, that he bought him at 
the fair of Ocutz, e.xpressly for his aunt. But the discrepancy 
is immaterial. 

• Both among the Bani Kalb, whose head-quarters were at 
Dfimat al Jaudul, and the Bani Tai, Christianity had made pro- 
gress. 
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stantinople, and made an unsuccessfol attempt to 
gain the rule at Mecca. Waraca, another cousin, 
IS said also to have been a convert to Christianity, 
to have been acquainted with the religious tenets 
and sacred Scriptures both of Jews and Christians, 
and even to have copied or translated some portions 
of the Gospels in Hebrew or Arabic.* 

• Of Waraca Hishami says ^ ^ j*Cssi-.U 

CjUiJl Jjsl Laic At — p- 5C. 

To this Tabari adds the Mahometan conceit that he was looking 
out for the prophet about to rise among the race of Ishmael ; 

U ^ 

Aju:Lo-«ii ^ Ail 

— “ He had embraced Christianity, and studied the (inspired) books 
until he had reached (a knowledge of the faith ;) and he was one 
of tliose who deduced from thence that there was a prophet about 
to arise for this nation from the children of Ishmael,” (p. 11). 
So also as to his knowledge of the Old and New Testaments, 

hi ^ ^ * <v Ml j «... \fl j 

Ibid. p. 91. There is no good authority for believing him to 
have previously adopted the Jewish religion. Other traditions 
make him to have copied from the Gospels in Hebrew, or 
(according to various readings) in Arabic, — -*^ ii 

«-Aiib .1-i to ^_sj5^V — Sprenger satisfac- 

torily shows that the expression here used signifies simply trans- 
cription, not translation, p. 40, note 1. 

The traditional tendency would be to magnify Waraca’s know- 
ledge of the Scriptures, in order to give more weight to his 
testimony in favour of Mahomet, and to bear out the fiction that 
he had good grounds for expecting a prophet. Waraca seems to 
have died before Mahomet publicly assumed the prophetic office, 
and hence we should not tnxst too much to the accounts of him. 
Canon I. b. Introduction, chap. i. ; see Jf. C.de Perceval, vol. i. p. 322. 

VOL. 11. H 
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In the following chapter it will be seen that this 
person had an acknowledged share in satisfying the 
mind of Mahomet that his mission was divine. 

It is a fancy of the traditionists, the origin of 
which I have already sought to trace,* that shortly 
before the appearance of Mahomet, several enquirers 
were not only seeking after the true faith, or as they 
style it the Religion of Abraham; but, warned by 
the prophecies and the unguarded admissions of 
Jews and Christians, were in immediate expectation 
of the coming prophet. Of such enquirers among 
the Coreish, it is the fashion of Mahometan biogra- 
phers to specify four. Two of these are OthmCtn 
and IFaraca, already mentioned. The third is 
Obeidallah (by his mother a grand-son of Abd al 
Muttalib,) who embraced Islam, emigrated with his 
brethren in the faith to Abyssinia, and there went 
over to Christianity.! The fourth is Zeid, the 
grand-son of Nofail, and cousin of Omar.J Of him 
tradition says that he condemned the idolatrous 

• See Canons II. o and,H, pp. Ixvii. Ixviii. of the Introduction, 
chap. i. 

1' He emigrated to Abyasinia with those who fled from the 
persecution at Mecca. After embracing Christianity, he met a 
party of the Mussalmans, and said to them, — “ now tee see; ye are 
but feeling after sight and see not." Hishdmi, p. 66. He died in 
Abyssinia, and Mahomet sent for his widow, 0mm Habiba, 
daughter of Abu Sofian, to Medina, and married her. 

I Owing to a debasing Arab custom, which allowed the son to 
marry (if it did not give him the right to inherit) his father’s 
widows, Zeid was at the same time the cousin and the imcle of 
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sacrifices of the Kaaba, reprobated the burying 
alive of infant daughters, and “followed the religion 
of Abraham.” But not content with such assertions, 
the traditionists add that Zeid possessed distinct 
knowledge of the prophet whose advent was daily 
to be looked for, and that he left his salutation 
to be delivered to him when he should arise. Nay^ 
he described his very appearance, stated that he 
would be of the family of Abd al Muttalib, and 
even foretold that he would emigrate to Medina! 
He died while the Kaaba was rebuilding, and was 
buried at the foot of Mount Hira.* 


Omar. NofaiTs widow, Jaida, who had already bom to him 
Khattab (Omar’s father), was married by his son Amr, and bore 
to him Zeid, who was thus the uterine brother of Khattab, and 
likewise his nephew. 

• The K&tib al Wiickidi, Tabari, and Hish&mi, have all copious 
accounts of Zeid. Hish&mi is the least marvellous ; but even he 
says that after Zeid had travelled through Mesopotamia and Syria 
enquiring of the Rabbis and clergy for “ the faith of Abraham,” 
he came at last to a monk in Balc&a, who told him the usual story 
that a Prophet was just about to arise in Arabia ; so he hastened 
back to see him but was killed by the way. He also states that 
Zeid was persecuted by his uncle KhatUb, who stationed him at 
Mount Hira, and would not allow him to enter Mecca lest others 
should be beguiled to follow his heresy (pp. 56-59). The Katib 
al WAckidi has several traditions attributing many purely Maho- 
metan speeches and practices to him (pp. 255, 255^); sec some of 
these quoted by Sprenger (pp. 41-43). He has also the marvellous 
story (referred to in the text) that Zeid at his death commissioned 
Amr to give his salutation to the coming Prophet; and that upon 
Amr fulfilling tlie commission Mahomet returned the salutation, 
and added that he “ had seen Zeid in Paradise joyfully drawing 
along Ills skirts;” (I’.e. walking witli joyous step). It is pre- 
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Though such anticipations of the Prophet are to 
be rejected as puerile and unfounded, and though the 
manifest tendency to invent legends of this descrip- 
tion makes it difficult to sever the real from the 
fictitious in the matter of these four Enquirers, yet 
it may be admitted as highly probable that not only 
in their case but in that of many others also a spirit 
of religious enquiry, the disposition to reject idolatry, 
and a perception of the superiority of Judaism and 

tended that he anticipated the practice, introduced by Mahomet 
at Medina, of using the Kaaba as his Kebla. His place of burial 
is given, by the same authority, as Mount Hiri. 

Tabari's traditions, as usual, improve upon the narrations of his 
predecessors. The following will illustrate the rapid progress of 
fiction. Amir ibn Rabia said, I heard Zeid speak as follows : — 
Verily, I look for a prophet from among the sons of Ishmael, and 
from among the children of Abd al MuttaUb ; and 1 think that I shall 
not reach to his day, but verily / believe on him, and I attest his 
veracity, and I bear vedness that he is a true prophet. But if thou 
survivest to see him, then repeat to him a salutation from me. Now 
shall I describe to thee his appearance, that he may not remain hid 
from thee? Amir said, “ Do so.” Then follows Zeid's description of 
the person of the coming prophet, his rejection by the Meccans, 
his emigration to Yathreb, and his final victory. Take heed — 
proceeded the prophetic sage — lest thou be deceived in him, for 
I have visited every city in search of the Faith of Abraham, and 
every one of the Jews and Christians and Magians say that this 
religion is about to follow, and they seek for the same signs as I have 
given unto thee, and they say there will no more be any projihet after 
him. “ So,” continued Amir, “ when I was converted, I told the 
prophet the saying of Zeid, and I recited his salutation : and the 
prophet returned his salutation, and prayed for mercy ujwn him ; 
and said, / have seen him in Paradise," &c. (p. 83.) It is easy to 
trace here the fabricated elements, with all their spurious detail, 
which grew up between the times of W&ckidi and Tabari. 
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Christiantity, did exist. With such enquirers Ma- 
homet would no doubt deeply sympathize, and hold 
converse on the dark and gross idolatry of the 
Arabs, and the need of a more spiritual faith for their 
regeneration. 

Mahomet was approaching his fortieth year. Mahomet 
Always pensive, he had of late become even more soiitLy ^ 
thoughtful and retiring. Contemplation and reflec- 
tion now engaged his whole min d. The debase- 
ment of his people, his own uncertainty as to the 
true Eeligion, the dim and imperfect shadows of 
Judaism and Christianity exciting doubts without 
satisfying them, pressed heavily upon his soul ; and 
he frequently retired to seek relief in meditation 
amongst the solitary valleys and rocks near Mecca. 

His favourite spot was a cave in the declivities at 
the foot of Mount Hhra,* a lofty conical hill two 

* Since called Jebel Ndr, or Mountain of Light, because 
Mahomet is said to have received his first revelation there. Ali 
Bey gives a drawing of it. “ It lies,” he says, “ quarter of a 
league to the left” of the road to Arafat, (vol. ii. p. 64). Burkhardt 
says : — “ Passing the Sherif’s garden house on the road to Arafat, 
a little further on, we enter a valley, which extends in a direction 
N.E. by N., and is terminated by the mountain, which is conical. 

... In the rocky floor of a small building ruined by the Wahabys, 
a cleft is shown about the size of a man in length and breadth, . . . 

A little below this place is a small cavern in the red granite rock 
which forms the upper stratum of this mountain ; it is called 
Mogharat el Hira” (p. 175). This valley was often trod by 
Mahomet on his way to and from the cleft and the cavern. 

Sprenger says “ Mount Kara is three miles from Mecca.’’ 
According to his authorities “ the cave is four yards long, and its 
width varies from one to three yards” (p. 94, note 4). 
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or three miles north of Mecca. Thither he would 
retire for days at a time; and his faithful wife 
sometimes accompanied him.* The continued soli- 
tude, instead of stilling his anxiety, magnified into 

• The traditionists say that Mahomet used to spend the month 
of RamadhiLn yearly in the cave at Hiri. Thus Hish&mi; — 
“ Mahomet was in the habit of visiting Hiri for a month every 
year. Now that was a religious practice which the Coreish used 
to perform in the days of their heathenism. And so it was that 
Mahomet was wont to spend this month at HiiA, and he used to 
feed all the poor that resorted to him. And when the period of 
his visitation at HiiA was fulfilled, he would return and encompass 
the Kaaba seven times. And that was in the month of Itamzan.” 
(pp. 60-61); so Tabari, pp. 86-90. Others add that Abd al 
Muttalib commenced the practice, saying “ that it was the worship 
of God which that patriarch used to begin with the new moon of 
Ramadh&n, and continue during the whole of the month.” Spren- 
ger, p. 94, note 5. Tabari goes still further, — “ It was the habit 
of those Coreishites who aspired to being thought very pious, to 
spend the month of Rajab at Mount Hira in seclusion and silence. 
This habit was more particularly observed by the Hishimites. 
Every family bad its separate place on the Mount for this purpose, 
and some had buildings in which they resided during their seclu- 
sion.” (As quoted by Dr. Sprenger from the Persian version of 
Tabari; but I do not find the passage in the original Arabic copy.) 

The whole of these traditions are fairly open to doubt. It is 
highly improbable that the inhabitants of Mecca had any such 
practice as is attributed to them. It is the tendency of the tra<li- 
tionists to foreshadow the customs and precepts of Islam as if 
some of them had existed prior to Mahomet, and constituted part 
of “ the religion of Abraham.” See Canon IL h. It is very 
evident that the idea of a fast was first borrowed from the Jews, 
after Mahomet had emigrated to Medina. The early Moslems 
originally kept their fast like that of the Jews, on the 10th of 
Moharram. Afterwards when Mahomet receded from the Jews 
he established a fast of his own in the month of Ramadhan. See 
Tabari, p. 243; Cnf. also p. 87 of Geiger's “ Was hat Mohammed 
aus dem Judenthume aufjenotnmen." 
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sterner and more impressive shapes the solemn 
realities which perplexed and agitated his soul. 

Close by was the grave of the aged Zeid who, after 
spending a life-time in the same enquiries, had now 
passed into the state of certainty; — and might he 
himself not reach the same assurance without 
crossing the gate of death? 

All around was bleak and rugged. To the east Spiritual 
and south, the vision from the cave of Hira is ^p?ng 
bounded by lofty mountain ranges, but to the north 
and west, there is an extensive prospect thus de- 
scribed by the traveller : — “ The country before us 
had a dreary aspect, not a single green spot being 
visible; barren, black, and grey hills, and white 
sandy valleys, were the only objects in sight.”* 

There was harmony between these desert scenes of 
external nature, and the troubled chaotic elements 
of the spiritual world within. By degrees his im- 
pulsive and susceptible mind was wrought up to 

The truth seems to be that Mahomet retired frequently (not 
periodically) to Mount HirA for sereral days at a time, staying so 
long as his provisions lasted. Then he would return home, and 
either remain there for a while, or furnish himself with a Iresh 
supply, and retire again to the cave. Tabari, p. 86. 

His wife, anxious and surprised at this strange demeanour, may 
have sometimes accompanied him to watch his movements, and 
see that no evil befel him. 

* Burkhardt't Travels, p. 176; Cnf. Sura xxxv. v. 28. “ Dost 

thou not see that ... in the mountains there are strata white 
and red, of various hues, and others are of a deep black ; and of 
men and beasts and cattle there are whose colours are various in 
like manner," &c. 
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the highest pitch of excitement ; and he would give 
vent to his agitation in wild and rhapsodical language, 
the counterpart of his inward stru^les after truth. 
The following fragments, which have found their way 
into the Coran, may perhaps belong to this period. 

. Sura CIII. 

By the declining day I swear I 
Verily, man is in the way of ruin; 

Excepting such as possess Faith, 

And do the things which be right. 

And stir up one another to truth and steadfastness. 

And again: — 

Sura C. 

I swear by the rushing Horses that pant I 
By those that strike fire with their hooFs flashing I 
By those that scour the Enemy’s land. 

And darken it with dust. 

And penetrate thereby the host ! 

Verily, man is to his Lord ungrateful; 

And he is himself a witness thereof; 

And verily he is keen in the love of this World’s good. 

Ah I wotteth he not, when that which is in the Graves shall 
be scattered abroad. 

And that which is in men’s hearts shall be brought forth ; 
Verily, their Lord shall in that day be informed as to them. 

And perhaps: — 

Sura XCIX. 

When the Earth shall tremble with her quaking; 

And the Earth shall cast forth her burthens ; 

And man shall say “ What aileth her?" 

In that day shall she unfold her tidings, 

Because the Lord shall have inspired Her. 

In that day shall Mankind advance in ranks, that they may 
behold their works; 
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And whoever shall have wrought good of the weight of a 
Grain shall behold it; 

And whoever shall have wrought evil of the weight of a 
Grain shall behold it. 

Nor was he wanting in prayer for guidance to rraver for 
the great Being who, he felt, alone could give it. 

The following petitions, though probably adapted 
subsequently to public worship, contain perhaps the 
germ of his daily prayer at this early period. 

Sura I. 

Praise be to God, the Lord of Creation , 

The All-merciful, the All-corapassionatc ! 

Ruler of the day of Reckoning 1 

Thee we worship, and Thee we invoke for help. 

Lead us in the straight path ; — 

The path of those upon whom Thou hast been gracious. 

Not of those that are the objects of Wrath, or that are in 
Error.* 

How such aspirations developed themselves into 
the belief that the subject of them was inspired 
from heaven, is a dark and painful theme, which I 
purpose to consider in the following chapter. 

* Of the four Suras above quoted, which may be classed as the 
earliest extant composition of Mahomet, the ciii. and c. are gene- 
rally placed by the Mahometan traditionists early, about the 
10th or 12th in the general order of the Suras of the Coran. But 
the xeix. is placed very late; it is reckoned about 90th, and gene- 
rally represented to be a Medina Sura, though some are critical 
enough to dispute this. The reader will hence perceive how 
entirely dependent we are on internal evidence in fixing the chrono- 
logical order of the Coran. 

Sura i. is said to have been more than once revealed, which (if 
the expression has any definite meaning at all) may signify that, 
although one of the earliest pieces, it was afterwards recast to suit 
the requirements of public worship. 

VOL. n. I 
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CHAPTER THIRD. 

The Belief of Mahomet in hit own Inspiration. 
uEtat 40-43. 

Mahomet, OuR sketch of the life of Mahomet has now 
?^in*tniu *’■' reached a point when anxious yearnings after re- 
vcnt^w ligious truth were springing up within him ; and the 
fra^enM of mind, brooding over the gross superstition and abject 
po«‘r>- worldlincss of the inhabitants of Mecca, and be- 
wildered by its own speculations amidst the uncer- 
tain flickerings of spiritual light ever and anon flash- 
ing around, b^an to unburthen itself in fragments 
of wild and impassioned poetry. Such rhapsodies 
often assume the character of soliloquies, full of 
melancholy reflection upon the state and prospects 
of mankind; sometimes fraught with burning words 
and imagery of terror, they seem intended as a 
warning or admonition to neighbours and fellow- 
citizens; at times, again, they exhibit a mind intent 
upon itself, oppressed by perplexity and distress, 
and seeking for comfort and assurance by fleeing 
to its Maker. 

Such fra^- It seems probable that such fragments were 
pimw™ ^ frequent and numerous But few of them remain 
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to us. They did not fit in with the subsequent 
theory, which holds every word of the Coran as a 
message emanating directly from God; and it is 
probable that the more remarkable of them, im- 
printed indelibly on the hearts of those who shared 
in the early enquiries of Mahomet, have alone found 
a place in his Revelation. It is thus that in the 
whole Coran we find only eighteen Suras, which 
can with any likelihood be assigned to this period 
of his life. To trace the development of spiritual 
conception and religious belief in the mind of 
Mahomet, it is necessary that copious extracts 
from these be laid before the reader.* 

Of the soliloquies, the subjoined Sura is a speci- 
men. 


• In an Appendix to this volume, I have endeavoured to arrange 
the Suras of the Coran in the probable order in which they were 
composed, or produced, by Mahomet. Any such arrangement 
can, however, be only approximate; because, as explained in the 
first chapter of the Introduction, the chronology of the several 
Suras is to be gathered alone from the subject matter, from 
internal intimations of style, and from references to passing events. 
The earlier Suras are generally composed each of a single short 
piece, delivered all at once, and are therefore in this respect more 
easily classified than the later Suras, which are made up of frag- 
ments given forth on various occasions. As they advance in time, 
the Suras gradually become longer; but they have been arranged 
in the present Coran in an order the reverse of this, the longest 
being generally placed first and the shortest last. Hence it is 
that the casual reader of the Coran, by perusing it in its present 
inverted order, can form no correct conception of the origin and 
development of Mahomet's system. 


preserved in 
the Coran. 
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bura ci. 


Sura zcv. 


Warning and 
cxpvstuiation, 

Sura civ. 


SORA CI. 

That which striketh ! What is it which striketh? 

And what shall certify thee what tub Strikiko meaneth? 

On that day Mankind shall be like unto Moths scattered abroad. 
And the Mountains shall be like unto Wool of divers colours 
carded. 

Then truly, whosesoever Balances are heavy,* he shall enter 
into a life of Happiness ; 

And whosesoever Balances are light, to him verily appertaineth 
the Pit. 

And what shall certify thee what the Pit meaneth ? 

A raging Fire! 

Of the following verses, some are represented as 
pronounced directly by the Deity, but probably as 
yet only by poetical fiction. 

SoRA XCV. 

I swear by the Fig and Olive, 

By Mount Sinai, and by this inviolate Territory! 

That We verily created Man of a most excellent Structure, 
Then We rendered him the lowest of the low; — 

Excepting such as believe and do the things that are right; 

For unto them shall be given a Reward that fadeth not away. 
Then, what shall cause thee after this to deny the Reckoning? 
What 1 is not God the most righteous of all Judges? 

The voice of expostulation and alarm was raised 
in accents such as these: — 

Sura CIV. 

Woe unto the Backbiter and Defamer; — 

Unto him that heapeth up Riches, and numbereth them for the 
Future I 

He thinketh surely that his Wealth shall be with him for ever. 
Nayl for verily he shall be cast into the crushing Fire; 

And what shall cause thee to know what the Crushing Fire is? 


• i.e., with good deals. 
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The Fire of God kindled, 

Which shall mount above the Hearts ; 

It shall verily rise above them as a Covering, 

Stretched upon lofty Columns. 

The 92nd Sura, after a variety of wild and in- 
coherent oaths, proceeds thus: — 

[v. 12.] Verily it is our part to give Direction, Sura xcU 

And unto U3 belongeth the Future and the Past. 

Wherefore, I warn you of the Fire which breaketh into 
Flame; 

There shall not be cast therein but the most Wretched, — 

He that rejected the Truth, and turned his back. 

But whoso greatly feareth the I..ord shall escape therefrom, — 

He that giveth of his Wealth to purify his Soul withal ; 

And who offeretli not his Favours unto any with the hope 
of any recompense, 

Except the recompense of seeking the Face of his Lord 
Most High ; 

And surely ho shall be satisfied. 

The rhyming style adopted by Mahomet, even in 
his earliest compositions, will perhaps be illustrateiT 
by the following Sura. Each verse ends with the 
syllable hd* and the corresponding word is indi- 
cated by italics. 

Sura XCI. Sura xci. 

By the Sun and his early splendour ! 

By the Moon when she followeth him! 

By the Day when it showeth its glory I 
By the Night when it covereth the same! 

By the Heavens and Him that made them! 

By the Earth and Him that spread it forth I 
By the Sotd and Him that framed it, 

And inspired it with its Wickedness and its Virtue ! 


Rhyming 

style. 


• The feminine pronoun of the third person. 
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Verily he is blessed that purifleth the same; 

And he is wretched that corrupteth the same. 

The Thamudites rejected the message of the Lord in their 
impiety ; 

When the most abandoned among them arose. 

(Now the Prophet* of the Lord had said unto them, “ It is the 
she-camel of the Lord ; Give ye drink unto her ;”) 

But they rejected him, and cut her in pieces; 

Wherefore the Lord overthrew them in their iniquities, and 
rendered unto them a recompense equal with their Sin ; 
And He feareth not the issue thereof. 

Arab and Allusion is Sometimes made, though in a very 
brief and vague form, both to Arab and Jcwisli 
San ixxxix. legend. Thus in the 89th Sura: — 

[v. 6.] What I hast thou not seen how thy Lord dealt with the 
children of Ad, — 

The Iremites possessed of pillars 

The like have not been builded in any City! — 

And with the Thamudites which hewed out the Rock in 
the Valley; — 

And with Pharaoh that used the Stakes? 

These all behaved insolently in the Earth, 

And multiplied Wickedness therein; 

Wherefore thy Lord poured upon them the mingled Cup 
of his Wrath, 

Verily thy Lord is upon His Watch-tower, &c. 

Sura ev. and And there was not wanting special appeal to 
national considerations. The 105th Sura, which re- 
counts. God’s mercies to the Meccans in the over- 
throw of Abraha and preservation of their city, 
belongs probably to this period. And also the 
following : — 

• Sulih, the prophet of the Thamudites. 
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SORA CVI. 

For the stirring up of the Coreish ; — 

The stirring of them up unto the Winter and Summer expe- 
ditions (of merchandise.) 

And let them worship the Lord of this House, 

He that hath provided them with food against Hunger, 

And hath granted them immunity from Fear.* 

In elucidation of Mahomet’s honest striving after Snra 
Truth at this time, another Sura may be quoted Paths.” 
in which the two paths of Virtue and Vice, and 
the diflScuities of the straight way, are set forth : 

Sura XC. 

Verily I swear by this Territory, 

(And thou art a residenff of this Territory ;) 

By the Begetter, and by that which is begotten ! 

Surely we have created Man in Trouble. 

Ah ! doth he think indeed that no one hath power over him? 

He saith, — “ I have wasted much wealth." 

Ah ! doth he think that no one seeth him? 

What 1 Have We not made him two Eyes and two Lips; 

And guided him unto the two roads. 

Yet he applieth himself not unto the Ascent; — 

And what shall cause thee to know what the Asceht is ? — 

Freeing the Captive, 

And giving Food in the day of Want 
To the orphan that is near of kin. 

Or to the Poor that lieth in the Dust ; — 


• In allusion to the inviolability of the sacred territory from 
foreign attack. 

I — Abd al Cadir, the Urdu translator of the Coran, 

renders this as signifying that Mahomet was “ free," I'.e. from the 
obligation of holding the Meccan Territory inviolable, and there- 
fore not blameable for invading it in after days with an army! 
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Further, the Righteous must be of those that believe, and stir 
up one another unto Stedfastness and Compassion. 
These are the Heirs of Blessedness. 

But they who deny Our Signs, shall l>e the Heirs of Wretched- 
ness; 

Around them the Fire shall close. 


Mahomet's 
early rcligioas 
poetry. 


His early 
followers. 


It is highly probable that Mahomet occupied 
himself with such thoughts, and gave vent to his 
feelings in language similar to the above quotations, 
for several years before he assumed the office of a 
divine teacher. The early Suras, and we may 
suppose many other reflective and didactic pieces 
not preserved, because not purporting to proceed as 
inspired from God, would be recorded by the aged 
Waraca, by Ali who was still a boy, and possibly 
by Khadija herself* or by some member of her 
family which, as we have seen, contained persons 
enquiring after the true religion, and more or less 
acquainted with Judaism and Christianity. The 
friends and some of the relatives of Mahomet 
listened with reverence to his admonitions, and 
sought to follow his injunctions as those of a faithful 
teacher guided haply by the Spirit of God. Kha- 
dija his loving wife, Zeid and Ali his adopted sons, 
and perhaps Abu Bakr his bosom friend, with 


• “ Tabari informs us that when Mohamm.-id first entered on 
his office, even his wife Khadija had read the Scriptures and wtis 
acquainted witli tlie history of tlie prophets.” Springer, p. 100. 
But this is from the Persian translation of Tabari, and does not 
appear in the original Arabic copy. The words are: — 
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Waraca who saw in his first teaching the counter- 
part of his own ideas, were amongst the earliest of 
his disciples. 

But without this little circle, Superstition and the Make* no 
World held undisputed sway, and expostulation mJ’STo™ 
was met by a gross and repellent darkness. The geJSiy. 
kind and generous Abu Tfdib smiled at the enthu- 
siasm of his nephew. Abu Lahab, another uncle, 
mocked and insulted him. Abu Jahl and his party 
sneered. The great body of the Coreish were 
careless and indifferent. As Mahomet passed by 
the knots that clustered about the Eaaba discussing 
the events of the day, they would point disdainfully 
at him as a half-witted creature. 

The more susceptible amongst the citizens listened, Nece*»ity and 

, ^ 5, . T, 1 likelihood of a 

perhaps, at first with attention. But when pressed to dmno 

. , , , . . , , 1 commission 

practical and decisive steps, they would answer; — 

“ It is well for Jews and Christians to follow the 
purer faith thou speakest . of. They, we know, 
have had prophets bringing them a message of the 
will of God. Let us be content with the light our 
Maker hath given unto us, and remain as we are. 

If a Prophet had been sent unto us, we should no 
doubt have followed his directions, and been equally 
devout and spiritual in our worship as the Jews and 
Christians."* Mahomet felt the force of such a 

* Sura XXXV. 42. Mahomet there quotes this statement as 
showing that his people had at first declared their willingness 
to follow a prophet, if he were only sent to them; but that 
now a Prophet had been sent, they disbelieved him and broke 

VOL. n. K 
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Supposed 
process by 
which the con- 
victioii that he 
was to be the 


reply, for it was in unison with hidden thoughts, 
ever present yet undeveloped in his heart. Would 
the merciful God be unmindful of the appeal thus 
virtually made to Him for guidance? The appeal 
itself might perhaps in reality be a divine intimation 
requiring him to furnish that direction so urgently 
needed, and so sincerely desired. And, again, whence 
this rush of inspiration regarding the Unity and pro- 
vidence of God, and a future recompense in Heaven 
and Hell? Whence the ecstatic moments, the flow 
of burning thoughts, the spontaneous burst of elo- 
quence and heavenly speech, which gave form and 
substance to the long conceived yearnings of his 
heart, and transformed them as it were into the 
words of God himself? Could the Prophets of old 
have had a more convincing test of their inspiration? 
What if all this formed a supernatural call, a divine 
Mission? 

Thus by degrees he was led on to believe that 
God had called him to preach reformation to his 
countrymen. But was he authorized further to use 


tlieir premise. Such notices are frequent in the Coran, and the 
pretext assigned in the text, was, no doubt, one of the earliest 
which Maliomct had to answer. 

Compare Sura vi. 155-157. “And this Book We have 
sent down, — blessed; wherefore follow it and fear God that ye 
may find mercy. Lest ye should say; — Verily the Scripture hath 
been revealed to two People* before us, hut we are unable to read in 
their lariyuage. Or lest ye should say, — if the Scripture had been 
revealeil to us, we surely would have followed the direction better than 
they. And verily a clear exposition hath come unto you from 
your Lord, — u direction and mercy,” &c. 
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the name of the Lord, and to recite his warnings messenger of 

1 1 • 1 /• -r • • o T gaineil 

threats and promises as words of Inspiration? It ground, 
would surely be to abandon his position if he stood 
forth as a Messenger from ’ God to reclaim the 
Meccans to Himself, and yet brought no message 
from Him that sent him. The work was evidently 
of God; why then question that these welling 
thoughts and living words were intended by God 
as His commands? And, ever and anon, the rising 
doubt would be quelled by a glance at the end. For 
the glorious object of converting his people, could 
there be any thing wrong in the only suitable means? 

Nay, this strange mental struggle itself seemed but 
the first bursting forth of inspiration. Would he 
dare to stay the divine emotion, repress the work 
within, and fight against the Lord himself? Why 
should he hesitate to take the name of God upon 
his lips, go forth boldly as his Legate, and trust that 
the same spirit which had guided Jewish and Chris- 
tian prophets would put words into his mouth? The 
God that overrules all nature even to the minutest 
movements of the brute creation, without whom 
not a leaf falls to the ground, — He would not sufler 
these mental longings to miss the aim for which 
they were destined. Into His hands, then, he would 
commit himself and, secure in the singleness of his 
object, the glory of God and the good of his fellows, 
he would go forth speaking His words. 

While absorbed by reflections such as these, deprSlion 
sometimes doubting, sometimes believing, Mahomet ?^!.t.Sivrenre.°^ 
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at seasons suffered grievous mental distraction. To 
this period may be attributed the Suras in which, 
after deep depression, he sought to re-assure his soul 
by remembering the past favours of the Almighty. 
Sura XClll. 

Bj the rising Sunshine! 

By the Night when it darkeneth 1 
Thy Lord hath not removed from thee, neither hath lie been 
displeased. 

And verily the Future shall be better unto thee than the Past. 
Thy Lord shall shortly dispense unto thee a Gift; and thou 
shalt be satisfied. 

What I Did He not find thee an Orphan, and give thee a 
Home? 

And found thee astray, and directed thee? 

Now, therefore, as touching the Orphan, do not oppress him ; 
And as touching him that asketh of thee, repulse him not ; 

And as touching the Favours of thy Lord, rehearse them. 

Sura XCIV. 

What I Have we not opened for thee thy Breast? 

And taken off from thee thy Burden, — 

That which galled thy Back; 

And exalted the Mention of thee? 

Then truly with the DifiSculty, there shall be Ease. 

Verily with the Difficulty, there shall be Ease. 

And when thou art set at liberty then laboiu. 

And towards thy Lord raise thy Desire. 

The following Sura refers to the taunts of those 
who reproached him with the death of his sons, as 
a mark of God’s displeasure. 

Sura CVHI. 

Surely Wb have given imto thee an Abundance; 

Wherefore offer unto the Lord thy prayer, and sacrifice unto 
Him. 

Verily whoso hateth thee shall be childless. 
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Notwithstanding such consolations, his distress s«eks to com- 

• 11 11 11 mit suicide. 

was sometimes insupportable, and he repeatedly 
meditated suicide. What if all this were but the 
simulation of Divine impulse, the stirrings of the 
Evil One and his emissaries? Was any crime so 
awful as to foige the name and authority of God? 

Rather than expose himself to a risk so terrible, he 
would at once anticipate the possibility by casting 
himself headlong from one of these wild cliffs. An 
invisible influence appeared to hold him back.* 

Was it a divine influence? Or might it also not 
be diabolical? 


But the old train of reasoning would again revive Ke«iscitation 

. 1 . 1 A 1 1 

in his heart stronger than ever. And now, when his diyine 
fully surrendered to it, bright visions of a united mingled with 
people abjuring their gross idolatry, would rise 
before him. — “ And I, thus acknowledged their 
Prophet, why should I not be also their Leader 
and their Chief? Yes, Faith and Piety shall reign 
throughout Arabia; and, if need be, the Sword 
shall be bared to compel men to enter into the 
Kingdom of God; — 


When the Help of the Lord shall come and Victory, 

And thou shalt see Men entering into the Faith of God in 
multitudes, 

Then celebrate His Praise, and ask Pardon of Him, for He 
is forgiving.f ” 


Moses led forth his people, and so did other Jewish 


• Kdtib al Wdekidi, p. 37| j Tabari, pp. 90, 96. 
■f Swa cx. 
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Chieftains, to do battle for the Lord against the 
Idolaters. And why should not I, the Vicegerent 
of God, do likewise; and bring all Arabia in godly 
submission prostrate at His feet? It will surely be 
for Hia glory and for the furtherance of His King- 
dom. Then, what vain abominations are wrought 
within the cities of Syria, Greece, and Rome ; they 
have set up the Queen of Heaven, and burned 
incense unto her! But they, too, will listen to the 
voice of reason recalling them to the worship of 
God and setting forth his Unity. They have a 
Revelation, and profess to obey it. I will show to 
them fi-om their own Book that they have corrupted 
and obscured the Truth. And Egypt, Persia, 
Abyssinia, Hira, — all aroimd, why should I not 
dash to the ground the Idols, and every thing that 
exalteth itself against the True God; — if only my 
people will be convinced and rally around me to 
fight the battles of the Lord. Doth not the whole 
world, Jew and Christian, weary of strife and 
discord, yearn for a Prophet who shall restore 
unity and peace? WUl not all, then, flock to my 
Standard when I proclaim myself that which I 
surely feel myself to be, — the Prophet of the 
Lord?”* Such conceptions at this time were, it may 
be, faint and dim, but there is little doubt that they 

* Sec nishdmi, pp. 136, 165, and 290. Kdtib al Wdckidi, 
p. 38 Tabari, p. 122. Mahomet is there represented at a very 
early stage assuring the Coreish that, if they would only be con- 
verted to his faith, they would conquer, not Arabia alone, but all 
the surrounding nations. 
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actually existed in the mind of Mahomet. It is 
probable that they formed the evil and delusive 
element which, first mingling itself with the pure 
longing after Truth, led to the fatal and fearful 
error of speaking falsely and without commission in 
the name of God. Ambition, once admitted, opened 
an easy breach for the temptations of the world, if 
not also for the suggestions of the Evil One. Yet 
Ambition may have been so subtilely mingled with 
spiritual aspirations, that happily it escaped the 
observation of Mahomet himself. 

At this crisis, the fate of Mahomet and of Islam 
trembled in the balance. It was his hour of trial, 
and he fell. 

On the one hand, he was surrounded by a little 
knot of believing adherents. Spiritual truth seemed 
to shine, clear and radiant as a sunbeam, upon his commi«sion. 
own heart; ecstatic trances impressed a seal, appa- 
rently divine, upon his convictions; and (though 
ambition might be lurking) he was conscious of a 
sincere desire, and fancied that he perceived a 
divine Commission, to call forth his people firom 
darkness into light. On the other side, the un- 
godly laughed him to scorn; while his solemn 
expostulations and warnings were treated, even by 
the wise and sober, as the effusions of a fond enthu- 
siast. Before a Divine Comaussion all dijiculties 
would vanish. He would wait then for the in- 
spiring influence of the Holy Spirit to lead him, as 
it had oft times led the Prophets before him, in the 
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Vision of 
Gabriel, who 
brings the 
commission to 
** Recite in the 
nams of Go<L** 


right way. Gabriel,* perhaps, would visit him, as 
he visited Zacharias and Mary, to announce the 
advent of a new Dispensation. 

He was seated or wandering amidst the peaks of 
Hirft, buried in reveries such as these, when sud- 
denly an apparition rose before his eyes. The 
imagination of a heavenly Visitant that had long 
flitted vaguely before him, was realized in the 
vision by his excited fancy. It was no other than 
Gabriel, the Messenger of God, who now appeared 
in the sky and, approaching within two bows’ 
length of the Prophet, brought from his Master this 
memorable behest j — 


So™ xcvi. Sura XCVI. 

Recite in the name of the Lord who created; — 

Created Man from nought but congealed blood ; — 

Recite! For thy Lord is beneficent. 

It is He who hath taught (to record Revelation) with the Pen ; — 
Hath taught Man that which he knoweth not. 

Nay, verily, Man is rebellious ; 

Because he seeth himself to abound in Wealth. 

Verily, unto thy Lord is the return of all. 

Hast thou seen him that holdcth back 
The Servant (of God) when he prayeth? 


• It is clear that at a later period at least, if not from the first, 
Mahomet confounded Gabriel with the Holy Ghost. The idea 
may have arisen from some such misapprehension as the following. 
Mary conceived Jesus by the power of the Holy Ghost which 
overshadowed her. But it was Gabriel who visited Mary to 
announce the conception of the Saviour. The Holy Ghost was, 
therefore, another name for Gabriel. We need hardly wonder at 
this ignorance when Mahomet seems to have believed that 
Christians held Mary to be the third Person in the Trinity 1 
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What thinkeet thou? had he listened to right Direction, 

And commanded unto Piety? 

Dost thou not see that he hath rejected the Ti^ith and turned 
his back? 

What I Doth he not know that God seeth? 

Nay, verily, if he forbear not, Wk shall drag him by the Fore- 
lock, — 

The l)dng, sinful Forelock ! 

Then let him call his company of friends, and We shall call 
the guards of Hell; 

Nay! submit not unto him; but worship, and draw nigh unto 
the Lord. 


Thus was Mahomet, by whatever deceptive pro- Mahomet 

ii'ii i ! thenceforward 

cess, led to the high blasphemy of forging the name assumes the 

/'/-II • n • •i-i/'i tiame of God 

or (xod, a crime repeatedly stigmatized m the Coran in his 

. ,/• 1 1 1 ■ 1 • Hevclations; 

itseil as the greatest that mankind can commit. 
Thenceforward he spoke literally in the name of the 
Lord. And so scrupulous was he lest there should 
be in his pseudo-inspiration even the appearance of 
a human colouring, that every sentence of the 
Coran, whether of admonition, of warning, of in- 
struction, or of professed actual revelation, is pre- 
faced by the Divine command, ‘ Spbak’ or ‘ Say 
which, if not expressed, must always be understood. 

Thus Sura CXII.,— 


Say: — He is God aloue: God the Eternal! 
He begetteth not, and He is not begotten; 
And there is not any like unto Him. 


This commission pervaded the entire future and becomes 

the commirt- 

course of Mahomet, and mingled with his every aioi^dProphct 
action. He was now the Servant, the Prophet, the 

VOL. n. L 
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Vicegerent of God ; and however much the sphere 
of action created by this principle might expand 
in ever widening circles, the principle itself wa.s 
from the commencement absolute and complete. 
IIow far the two ideas of a resolution subjectively 
formed and involving a spontaneous course of 
action, and of a divine inspiration objectively im- 
parted and independent of his own will, were at 
first consciously and simultaneously present, and in 
what respective degrees, it is difficult to conjecture. 
But it is certain that the conception of a Divine 
commission soon took the entire and undivided 
possession of his soul ; and, coloured though it often 
was by the events and inducements of the day, or 
mingled with apparently incongruous intentions 
and desires, retained a paramount influence until 
the hour of his death. The 96th Sura was, in fact, 
the starting point of Islam. Theologians and Bio- 
graphers generally hold it to be the first revealed 
Sura; and Mahomet himself used to refer to it as 
the commencement of his inspiration.* 

* Several years after, he mentions the vision which he believed 
hhnself now to have seen, in the following words : — 

Verily it is no other than a Revelation that has been 
inspired : 

One mighty and strong taught it unto him, — 

One endued with wisdom ; and he stood 
In the highest part of the Horizon, 

Then he drew near and approached. 

And he reached to the distance of two bows’ length, or yet 
nearer : 
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But the Divine commission was unheeded at The commis- 

mission 

Mecca. Scorn and abuse gathered thicker than sHphtod bytiic 
ever around him. He was taimted as a Poet car- 
ried away by wild fancy ; as a Magician or a Sooth- 
sayer, for his oaths and rhapsodies resembled in 
style the oracles of such; or as one possessed by 
Genii and Demons. 

Grieved and dispirited, he fell back upon his The viKion, 

^ ^ ^ ^ and eommaml 

commission. Was it a warrant and command to to preach, 
publish his message even to a stiff-necked and rebel- 
lious people, or not rather a simple attestation, for 
himself and his willing adherents alone, that his 
doctrine was true? Engrossed with these reflec- 
tions, the Prophet stretched himself upon his carpet, 
and, wrapping himself in his garments, fell into a 
trance or vision. The Angel was at hand, and 
Mahomet was aroused from his despondency to 
energy and action, by this animating message: 

StJRA LXXIV. Sura Ixciv. 

Oh thou that art covered! 

Arise and preach! 

And magnify thy Lord ; 

And purify thy Clothes ; 

And depart from Uncleanness. 


And he revealed unto his servant that which he revealed. 

The heart did not belie in that which he saw. 

Wliat! Will ye then dispute with him concerning that which 
he saw? 

Sura liii. 4-12. 

He then alludes to a second vision of Gabriel, which will be 
referred to below. 
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And show not thy Favours, in the hope of self-aggrandisement ; 
And wait patiently for thy Lord. 

• • • • • 

Leave me and him whom I have created alone ; 

On whom I have bestowed abundant Riches, 

And Sons dwelling before him ; 

And disposed his affairs prosperously ; — 

Yet he desireth that I should add thereto. 

Nay I Because he is to Our Signs an Adversary, 

I will afflict him with fierce Calamity ; 

For he imagined and devised Mischief in his heart. 

May he be damned! how he devised; 

Again, may he be damned! how he devised! 

Then he looked ; 

Then he frowned and scowled; 

Then he turned his back and looked contemptuously: — • 

And he said, “ Verily, this is nothing hut Magick that will be 
wrought ;* 

Verily, this is no other than the speech of a MortaL" 

Now, will I cast him into Hell fire. 

And what shall cause thee to know what Hell-fire is? 

It leaveth not, neither doth it suffer to escape. 

Candescent on the Skin. 

Over it are nineteen (Angels).'l’ 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

Nay, by the Moon! 

By the Night when it retireth! 

By the Morn when it reddeneth! 

Verily it is one of the most weighty matters, — 

A warning to Mankind, — 


• Alluding to the doctrine of the Resiurection. The re-vivifi- 
catiou of dry bones and dust was laughed at as mere magic. 

At this point is interposed a passage (v. 81) evidently pro- 
duced many years after, probably at Medina, in reply to certiiin 
objections raised as it would appear by the Jews respecting the 
number of the infernal guard. 
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To him amongst you that desireth to advance, or to remain 
behind. 

Every Soul lieth in pledge for that which it hath wrought ; — 

Excepting the Heirs of God's right hand. 

In Gardens, they shall enquire concerning the Wicked; — 

“ Whai hath cast you into Hell f” 

And they shall reply, — “ We were not of those that prayed; 

And we did not feed the Poor ; 

And tee babbled vainly with the vain Babblers ; 

And we were Rejecters of the Day of reckoning ; 

Until the Conviction thereof overtook us." 

And the intercession of the Interceders shall not avail them. 

Then what aileth them that they turn aside from the 
Admonition ; — 

As if they were affrighted Asses 

Fleeing from a Lion ? 

And every one of them desireth that expanded Pages be given 
unto him.* 

Nay! they dread not the Life to come. 

Nayl This is a Warning ; 

And whoso chooseth is warned thereby. 

And there shall none be warned but as the Lord pleaseth. 

He is to be feared, and He is the Forgiver. 

It has been thought expedient to introduce this Vindictive 
Sura nearly entire, not only for the remarkable opponents, 
commission in its opening lines to preach publicly, 
which forms a new and marked stage in the mission 
of Mahomet, but as the best means of conveying 
some idea of the style of revelation adopted by 
Mahomet about the third or fourth year of his pro- 
phetical life. The person so vehemently condemned 

* i.e. that the divine message recorded upon pages should be 
miraculously brought from above to each objector, in proof of 
Maliomet's mission. 
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is supposed to have been Walid, the honoured 
Chief of Mecca, who, as mentioned in the preceding 
chapter, was the first to raise his pick-axe on the 
rebuilding of the Kaaba. The heart of Mahomet 
was vindictive; and he dealt, through his Revela- 
tion, reproach and condemnation in the severest and 
most crushing terms against his adversaries. It was 
thus he cursed Abu Lahab his own uncle, and the 
father-in-law of two of his daughters, on account of 
his contemptuous bearing: — 

Sura CXI. 

Damned be Abu Lahab's hands ; and let himself be damned ! 

His Riches shall not profit him, nor that which he hath gained. 
He shall be cast into the Fire of flame,* 

And his Wife also laden with Fuel, 

About her Neck shall be a rope of Palm-fibre.j 

I refrain however from entering here upon the 
consequences of the public preaching, and the 
struggle with idolatry. Our present object is simply 
to trace the growth of the idea of inspiration and a 
mission from the Deity in his mind; and this I have 
attempted to do from the only reliable source — the 
revelations of Mahomet himself. 

• 1 j — a play upon the word Lahab, which signifies 

flame, as well as his adversary's name. 

•f The story is that she had strewed Mahomet’s path with a 
bimdlc of thorns, whence her punishment. Abu Lahab is said, 
at an assembly summoned by Mahomet to hear his message, to 
have exclmmed, “ Let him be damned/ Is this all he hath called 
us together for?" Whereupon this passage was revealed, damning 
Abu Lahab. 


Digitized by Google 


in.] Narrative of Tradition regarding Inspiration. 


81 


But in order to give a full and perfect view of Traditional 

1 account of the 

the progress oi Mahomet towards a behef in ms first beginning 

, . . . . . 1 1 Inspiration 

own inspiration, it is necessary to place before the nntrust- 
reader the statements of Tradition. These, how- 
ever, are at this point peculiarly untrustworthy. 

Mahomet himself, from whose lips alone any satis- <i‘d 

^ ■' on the subject ; 

factory account of the mental process could have 
been gained, was reserved, if not entirely silent, on 
the subject. It is likely that the painful season of 
perturbation and dubitancy recurred ungratefully 
to his memory; and that the grand result, the salient 
point of his career, viz., the commission to recite 
and to preach in the name of God, obscured, if it 
did not entirely hide, the steps which led to it. 

Again, the fixed dogma with which every Maho- 2nd— because 
raetan sets out, that the Coran contains no Sura, no inspiraura”*^ 
sentence, nor even a single word, which did not enquiry; 
emanate by direct communication from God, has 
confined and misled the conclusions of the biogra- 
phers.* It would be blasphemy with them to hold 
that anything of human origin, — any fragments of 
the spontaneous musings of the Prophet’s mind 
before his revelations were cast in the unvarying 
mould of inspiration, have found their way into the 
Coran; and hence they miss the clue which the 
above or similar speculations may supply for tracing 
approximately the course of Mahomet’s mental and 
spiritual history. 


• See p. ii. chap. i. of the Introduction. 
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Lastly, whatever facts the biographers may have 
preserved from the tradition of Khadija’s recollec- 
tions* have been greatly distorted by the miraculous 
asscoiations cast around them. Mahomet himself 
was not unwilling to countenance such superstitious 
belief. And there is no subject which, in the growth 
of tradition, would imperceptibly acquire more 
wonderful and mysterious colouring than the com- 
munication of Divine monitions to the heart of 
Mahomet, and more especially their first beginnings,f 
Having thus warned the reader against a too implicit 
faith in the representations of Tradition, I proceed to 
give them as nearly as possible in the original words. 

The first beginnings of the Prophet’s inspiration 
were “ real visions." Every vision that he saw 
was clear as the breaking forth of the morning. 
This continued for some time, and he grew ex- 
tremely fond of privacy; — nothing was so pleasing 
to him as retirement. So he used to repair to a 
cave on Mount Hir&, where he passed whole days 


• See p. liv. of the same chap. Canon I. b. It is to be re- 
membered that this period preceded the time at which Mahomet 
stood forth prominently to public notice, as a preacher. Then liis 
system had been matured, and the idea of Inspiration formed. 
But before that time he could not have been the object of much 
observation. Khadija must have been almost the only witness of 
his earliest mental struggles. Ali was but a boy; and it is 
doubtful how far Zeid and Abu Bakr were yet on sufficiently 
intimate terms with him, to be made the confidants of his 
most secret thoughts. 

f Vide chap. i. Introduction, p. Ixiii. Canon II. d. 
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and nights alone before he revisited his family ; then visions and 

. Solitude. 

he would return to Khadija, and remain for a time 
at home through aflFection for her. This went on 
until the Truth burst upon him, which happened 
in the cave of Hirft. 

About this time, while he was at Ajy&d,* he saw Gabriel 
an angel in the sky calling to him, “ Oh Mahomet ! Stahomeu 
I am Gabriel !" and he was terrified, for so often as 
he raised his head to the heavens he saw the angel.f 
And he returned hastily to Khadija, and told her 
all that had happened; and he said, “ Oh Khadija! 

I have never detested anything with greater abhor- 
rence than these idols and soothsayers, and now verily incoming a 
1 fear lest I should turn out a soothsayer myself.” 

“ Never, my cousin ! say not so. The Lord will 
not treat thee thus;” and she proceeded to recount 
his many virtues, on which she founded this assur- j.. 

•' ^ Khadija and 

ance. Then she repaired to Waraca,t and repeated waracare- 

, ^ T 1 asaure him. 

to him wnat Mahomet had told her, “ By the 
Lord!” replied the aged man, “ thy uncle’s son 
speaketh the truth. This verily is the beginning of 
prophecy. And there shall come unto him the 


* This I conclude is the same as the modern Jydd, the moun- 
tain tract South of Mecca. 

I Other traditions say only that he saw a light, and heard a 
voice. Kdtib al Wddidi, p. 37. 

J Wackidi adds, “ this was the frst time she went to Waraca,” 
as if there wore also a second visit which, however, is not men- 
tioned, — the tradition Ixnng fragmentary. It can hardly mean 
“ the first” in the sense that she had never visital him before. 
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Great Imw* like unto the Law of Moses. Where- 
fore charge him that ho entertain none but hopeful 
thoughts within his heart. If he should declare 
himself a Prophet while I am yet alive, I will 
behove in him and I will stand by him.” 

Now the first Sura revealed to Mahomet was the 
94th, Recite in the name of the Lord, &c. ; and that 
descended on him in the cave of Hirfl,. After this 
he waited several daysf without seeing Gabriel. 
And ho became greatly downcast, so that he went 
out at one time to the Mount of Thubeir, and at 
another to Hir&, seeking to cast himself headlong 
from thence. WHiile thus intent on self-destruction 
he was suddenly arrested by a voice from heaven. 
He looked up, and lo! Gabriel upon a throne 
between the heavens and the earth, who said, “ Oh 
Mahomet ! thou art the Prophet of the Lord, in truth, 
and I am Gain-id !" Then Mahomet turned to go 
to his own house; and the Lord comforted him, 
and strengthened his heart. And thereafter Reve- 
lations began to follow one upon another with 
frequency.J 


• A1 nnimts al akbar; — being the Arabic form for Nomos, 
“ the Law.” 

t — “diiys.” The period is indefinite, 

t The above account is from the K&db al WAckidi, who is at tliis 
point more succinct and freer from the marvellous than Ilishanii. 
Tabari again surpasses Ilishilmi in the miraculous character of his 
statements; and the number and variety of his absurd traditions 
ilhistrate the rapidity witli which, in the third century, fabricated 
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The period succeeding the revelation of the 96th v'ariety of 

^ ° occounW 

Sura, during which inspiration was suspended, and regoniiuK the 

•.r , -1 1 1 1 • • T • stowage of 

Maliomet in despondency contemplated suicide, is inspiration. 

stories obtained currency. The following is an outline from Hishami 
and Tabari, of the current version of the first stirrings of inspiration. 

“ On the night whereon the Lord was minded to deal graciously 
with him, Mahomet relates that Gabriel came to him as he slept 
with his family in the cave of Hir4 ; and he held in his hand a 
piece of silk with writing thereon, and he said Read! Mahomet 
replied, I do not («.«. cannot) read. Whereupon the angel laid hold 
of him so tightly, that he thought death had come upon him. Then 
said Gabriel a second iime, Read! And Mahomet replied. What 
shall I read? which words he uttered only to escape the previous 
agony. And Gabriel proceeded : — Read (recite) in the name of thy 
Lord, fc . ; — repeating the 96th Sura to the end of v. 5 ; and when 
he had ended, the angel left him; and “ the words, said Mahomet, 

“ were as though they had been graven on my heart." Suddenly 
the thought occurred to him that he was possessed of evil spirits, 
and he meditated suicide; but as he rushed forth with the inten- 
tion of casting himself down a precipice, he was arrested by 
Gabriel, and stood for a long time transfixed by the sight of him. At 
last the vision disappeared, and Mahomet returned to Kh.adija who, 
alarmed at his absence, had sent messengers to Mecca in quest of 
him. In consternation he threw himself into her lap, and told 
her all that had occurred. She reassured him, saying that he 
would surely be a prophet, and went off to Waraca, who confirmed 
her in the same belief. 

Another account adds that she took Mahomet to Waraca, who 
foretold to him that he would be rejected by his people, and ex- 
pelled from Mecca, but that if be himself survived to that period, 
he would assist and defend him. Tabari, p. 87. 

The story that Khadija went to the Monk Addiis, who gave 
her a book from which she might learn whether the visitant was 
an Angel or a Devil, is evidently a fiction, and does not appear to 
exist in any early authority. See Springer, p. 107. 

Another story is that Khadija, to assure Mahomet, tested the 
character of the Spirit, by making him sit first on her right knee, 
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generally represented as of longer duration than in 
the above statement. This interval, styled the 
Fatrah or “ Intermission,” is variously held to have 
lasted from six months to three years. At its close, 
the 74th and 93rd Suras, containing assurance of 
mercy and the command to preach, were delivered. 
The accormts, however, are throughout confused, if 
not contradictory ; and we can only gather with 
certainty that there was a time (con’esponding with 
the deductions which we have drawn from the 
Coran itself), during which the mind of Mahomet 
hung in suspense, and doubted the Divine mission.* 


then on her leA, in both of which positions the apparition con- 
tinued. Then she took him in her lap, and removed her veil, or 
uncovered her garments, when it disapjieared, — thus proving that 
the spirit was a modest and virtuous being. Thereupon Khadija 
exclaimed. Rejoice my cousin, for by the Lord! it is an Angel, and 
no Devil. 

Some Christian commentators refer to this tradition in illustra- 
tion of 1 Cor. xi. 10, “ For this cause ought the woman to have 
power (a veil or eovering) on her head because of the Angels i "' — 
that is, according to their explanation, in order to shield them 
from the glances of the evil spirits. An unlikely interpretation. 
See Stanley, in loco. 

On another occasion, being terrified he entreated Khadija to 
cover him up, on which was revealed the 74th Sura, beginning 
Oh thou covered! Again the Prophet having had no visits from 
Gabriel for some time, Khadija said to him; — Verily I fear that 
God is displeased with thee ; whereupon was revealed Sura xciii ; — 
Thy Lord hath not removed from thee, neither is he displeased, 4'C. 
But all such traditions arc evidently founded upon the attempt to 
explain, or illustrate, the passages of the Coran referred to. 

• Some state that he “ used to hear a voice and see a light," 
without receiving any revelation for seven years; and that the 
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What was the character of Mahomet’s ecstatic of 

Mahomet 8 

periods, — whether they were simply reveries of ecstatic 
profound meditation, or swoons connected with a 
morbid excitability of the mental or physical consti- 
tution, — or in fine were connected with any measure 
of supernatural influence, — it would be difficult to 
determine. Upon this subject, exaggerated details 
and fabrications of a marvellous character are to 
be suspected throughout the Mahometan authori- 
ties.* The following particulars it may, however, 
be well to record: — 

At the moment of inspiration, anxiety pressed upon Traditional 
the Prophet, and his countenance was troubled. f 
He fell to the ground like one intoxicated or over- 
come by sleep; and in the coldest day his forehead 
would be bedewed with large drops of perspiration. 

Even his she-camel, if Mahomet chanced to become 
inspired while he rode upon her, would become 
afiected by a wild excitement, sitting down and 
rising up, now planting her legs rigidly, then 
throwing them about as if they would be parted 
from her. To outward appearance Inspiration 


prophetic period at Mecca, during which inspiration descended, 
lasted only eight years. They would thus make the former period 
of preliminary monitions to begin at the thirty-eighth year of the 
Prophet’s life. 

* See the d priori signs of inspiration given in the Introduction 
to the History of Ibu Khaldun, — as quoted by Sprenger, p. 111. 

Katib al Wdekidi, p. 37^. j 1 

S)Ji 
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descended unexpectedly, and without any previous 
warning even to the Prophet.* 

When questioned on the subject Mahomet replied, 
“ Inspiration descendeth upon me in one of two 
ways; sometimes Gabriel cometh and communi- 
cateth the Revelation unto me, as one man imto 
another, and this is easy ; at other times, it affecteth 
me like the ringing of a bell, penetrating my very 
heart, and rending me as it were in pieces; and 
this it is which grievously afflicteth me.”f In the 
later period of life Mahomet referred his gray 
hairs to the withering effect produced ujx>n him by 
the “ terrific Suras.’’J 


* Abd al Rahman relatos that on tho return from Ilodeibia 
(A.II. 6,) he saw the people urging on their camels. “ And every 
one was enquiring of his neighbour the cause. And they replied, 
“ Inspiration hath descended on the Prophet." So we too urged 
on our camels, and reached Mahomet standing by Kira al Ghamim. 
And when such numbers of the people as he desired had gathered 
around him, he began to recite the Fortieth Sura." Kdtib al 
Wdekidi, p. 102^. 

■f There are two traditions to this effect from different sources, 
slightly varying in expression, but similar in purport Kdtib al 
Wdekidi, p. 37^. 

No case occurs to me in which it is represented that Mahomet 
was beforehand aware that the Inspiration was about to come 
upon him. 

J The “ terrific” Suras, as specified in tho numerous traditions 
on this subject, are, “Sura 11 fid (xi.) and its Sisters the 
“ Sisters” are variously given as Suras 11, 21, 56, 69, 77, 78,81, 
101 ; — all Meccan, and some of them very early Suras. 

While Abu Bakr and Omar sat in the Mosque, at Medina, 
Mahomet suddenly came upon them from the door of one of his 
wives’ houses (which opened into the mosque,) stroking and 
lifting up his beard, and looking at it. Now his beard had in it 
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It will not have escaped observation that Tradi- 
tion has represented Mahomet at one time under 
serious apprehensions lest the beginnings of inspira- 
tion were in reality the promptings of evil Spirits or 
of Grenii who had taken possession of him. The 
views entertained by Mahometans regarding the 
Genii are curious, and founded upon tradition 
traced up to the time of Mahomet himself. Before 
the mission of the Prophet, the Devils and Genii, it 
is fancied, had access to the outskirts of Heaven, and 
by assiduous eaves-dropping secured some of the 
secrets of the upper world, which they communi- 
cated to Soothsayers and Diviners upon earth. 
But no sooner did Mahomet appear than they were 
driven from the skies, and, whenever they dared to 
approach, flaming bolts were hurled at them. The 
flaming bolts appear to mankind as falling stars. 
Just at this epoch the show of falling stars was 
consequently brilliant and unintemipted ; and the 
Arabs, it is said, were much alarmed at the porten- 
tious phenomenon.* Such a belief in the existence 

many more white hairs than his head. And Abu Baler said, 
“ Ah, thou, for whom I would sacrifio father and mother, white 
hairs are hastening upon thcel” And the Prophet raised up his 
beard with his hand and gazed at it; and Abu Bakr's eyes filled 
with tears. “ Yes,” said Mahomet, “ Hfld, (Sura xi.) “ and its 
Sisters, have hastened my wliite hairs.” — “ And what” asked 
Abu Bakr “are its sisters?" “ The IneviUtbU (Sura 56,) and the 
(Sura 101.") Kdtib al Wdetidi, p. 84. 

* {'ids Ilishami, pp. 45, 46; and A'dtift al \Vdc/ddi,'p. 31^. It 
is just possible that at the period referred to, there may have 
been an unusually grand and numerous display of falling stars, 
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and history of the (Jenii, childish as it may appear, 
is clearly developed in the Coran; and throws a 
mysterious light upon the inner recesses of the Pro- 
phet’s mind.* 

The early doubts of Mahomet, and his suspicion 
of being under the influence of Genii or Evil Spirits, 
suggest the enquiry whether that suspicion had in 
reality any true foundation, or was the mere fancy of 
an excited imagination. It is incumbent upon us to 
consider this question from a Christian point of 
view, and to ask whether the supernatural influ- 
ence, which appears to have acted upon the soul of 
the Arabian Prophet, may not have proceeded 
from the Evil One and his emissaries. It is not for 
us to dogmatize on so recondite and mysterious a 
subject ; but the views which Christian verity 
compels us to entertain regarding the Angel of 
darkness and his followers, would not be satisfied 

which at certain periods, possibly at certain points of the earth’s 
course, are known to be specially abundant. 

• In Sura Ixxii. w. 8-10, the Genii are thus represented as 
conversing one witli another; — “And verily we used to pry into 
the Heavens, but we found it to bo filled with a strong guard and 
with flaming darts. And we u.sed to sit in some of the seats 
thereof to listen ; but whoever listencth now, findeth a flaming bolt 
in ambush. And we know not whether evil be hereby intended 
against those upon earth, or whether the Lord be minded to guide 
them into the right way.” When they heard Mahomet reciting 
the Koran, numbers of them believed. Compare also Suras xv., 
17, 18; Ixvii., 5; xxxvii.,G; ixvi., 210; and Ixxxi., 24. The 
Curan is stated in some of its verses to have been revealed for the 
iKjnelit and salvation both of Alen and Genii. 
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without some allusion to the fearful power exercised 
by them, as one al least of the possible causes of the 
fall of Mahomet — the once sincere enquirer — into 
the meshes of deception. Assuredly, Mahomet 
himself lived under the deep and constant convic- 
tion of the personality of Satan and his Angels, and 
of his own exposime to their influence.* 

The nature of such influence, as well as its possi- Position 

^ justified by a 

bility, may perhaps be best illustrated by the temp- reference to 

• 1 ^ ^ 11 in • ■ 1 1- ‘hetoreptotion 

tation of which our blessed Saviour is related in of our saviour, 
the Gospels to have been, at the opening of his 
ministry, the subject. Let us endeavour briefly to 
follow out the parallel. 

In his first approach, Satan taking advantage of i. Temptation 

, . . , , to milliliter 

the cravings of hunger, tempted Jesus to contravene from sniwr- 
the Law of his human existence by supplying his sources to 
temporal wants through his supernatural powers. ran°»"*' 

But sternly did He throw aside the suggestion, and 
throughout his life appears to have ever refrained 


• The following passages may be consulted on this point. 
Sura iv., 117; vi., 67, 113, 121; xvi., 98-100; xix.. 82; 
xxii., 53, 54; xxiii., 99; xli., 35; xliii., 34; and cxiv., in 
which latter Sura the word “ Whisperer” is admitted to mean 
the Devil. A reference to these passages will show that, in the 
system of Mahomet, Satan and his Angels have power to incite 
the wicked to evil, and even to suggest sinful thoughts and actions 
to the good, not excluding Mahomet himself. The doctrine of the 
personality of the Devil is patent from references to it throughout 
the Coran, especially the parts containing such statements as 
the account of the Full, the Day of Judgment, description of 
Hell,&c. 
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from bringing the Divine jwwer wliicli He possessed 
to the relief of his personal wants. 

An analogous temptation was ever ready to 
entrap the footsteps of Mahomet. He, indeed, was 
not possessed of any inherent supernatural ability. 
But, as a teacher who professed himself inspired, he 
arrogated a spiritual power which he was continually 
tempted to misuse in subservience to his personal 
necessities and even to his erring desires. The 
subsequent records of his life too plainly prove that 
he iell into the snare. 

In the second scene our Lord was tempted to 
seek spiritual and lawful ends, by unlawful means; 
— to manifest his Messiahship by a vain-glorious 
display of supernatural energy. The object was 
legitimate; but the means would have involved a 
rash and presumptuous tempting of the Divine 
providence, to which his humanity owed a perfect 
subordination. Jesus was to advance his religion 
by no such unauthorized expedients; — however 
much it was the object of his mission, upon appro- 
priate occasions, to display before the world the 
Divine glory of his nature, or show with what 
tremendous energy and Godlike manifestation He 
could have supported his teaching. “ If lie be the 
Son of God, let Him come dovon from the cross," 
was a suggestion from the same source; yet He 
descended not. It was the law of his human life 
to deny himself the use of that power, by which lie 


Digitized by Google 


111.] Parallel witit the Temptation of Jesus. 93 

could have summoned Legions to work out liis 
plans and blast the machinations of his enemies. 

What a melancholy hght does the comparison Analogy in 
cast upon the career of Mahomet! He, it is true, MaiiXet. 
owned no divine energy. But he was tempted to 
assume a forged weapon of fearhil energy and 
temper by which to work out his ends. That 
Instrument was the Name of God. As his scheme 
advanced, he betook himself to other means; aud 
sought by temporal inducements, and by the force 
of arms, to extend the worship of the One God. 

The subtile nature of the temptation was the same 
here as in the narrative of the Evangelists ;: — to com- 
pass a pious end by unlawful means. 

Again, the Devil tempted Jesus to fall down and m. Temptci 
worship him by the promise of the kingdoms of the mi.ic with 
world and the glory of them. Perhaps the nature ti'c woHj. 
of the Satanic insinuation may be thus conceived. 

A death struggle was at hand between the kingdom 
of Jesus and the world ; a mortal combat, in which, 
through Death itself. Life was to be won for his 
people. To the world’s end, the power of Dark- 
ness would form an awful antagonism to the power 
of Christianity, impeding its spread, and often 
recapturing its very conquests. Was it possible to 
compromise the struggle? Would Satan abate the 
fierceness of his opposition? If he were even to 
remain neutral, how would the contest be lightcne<l, 
and what millions more might be brought into the 
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kingdom of Heaven! And this might be gained 
by the acknowledgment of a Power that in reality 
leads captive the great mass of mankind. By so 
slight a compromise with the spirit of the World, 
was it not incumbent to secure such vast and noble 
ends? A little concession would avoid a stru^le 
of inconceivable anguish and loss, and with certainty 
secure a vast and glorious success not otherwise to 
be hoped for, and all tending to the honour of God. 
Thus would the worldling have reasoned, and thus 
decided. But Jesus knew of no compromise with 
Sin, even in its most hidden form ; and, fully conscious 
of the fearful nature of the approaching combat, 
rejected the alluring offer. 

AnaioKj- in So did uot Mahomet. He listened to the sug- 

MahomcL gcstioii, and wos tcmptcd to seek a compromise 
between Rehgion and the World. The effect was 
a politico-religious system, forming the closest com- 
bination imaginable between worldliness and spiri- 
tuality, between Good and EviL Barely so much 
of virtue and of spiritual truth is retained as will 
appease the religious principle which exists in man, 
and his inward craving after the service of his 

, Creator; while the reins of passion and indulgence 

arc relaxed to the utmost extent compatible with 
the appearance of goodness. Mahometanism indeed 
presents a wonderful adaptation to fallen humanity. 
The spurious imitation of godliness satisfies the 
Serious ; the laxity of its moral code, and the com- 
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patibility of its external observances ■with inner 
irreligion, present no barrier to the Sensualist. 

Whatever compromise •was made by Mahomet w»in » 

111 • iii/>i 1 compromise 

on the one hand, the expectations held forth on the betwran 
other were well fulfilled ; for the Kingdoms of this the worir^ 
world and the glory of them, followed in rapid 
succession in the train of Islam. 

I think that I need to offer no apology for the 
introduction of this parallel. If we admit that our 
Saviour was at the commencement of his mission 
the subject of a direct and special temptation by the 
Evil one, we may safely assume that a similar combat 
possibly was -waged, though with far other results, 
in the case of Mahomet. 

Happy would it have been for the memory of if Mahomet 
the Arabian Prophet,, if his career had terminated by a »aper- 
with his flight from Mecca. Then, indeed, the im- ance, hia 
piitation of a compromise such as has been above M^a'provc* 
supposed might, -with some show of justice, have from*M ci^” 
been branded as uncharitable and unwarranted. 

But the fruits of his principles, as exhibited in con- 
nection with his prophetic office, at Medina, are of 
too unequivocal a character to allow a doubt that 
if he acted under a supernatural guidance, that 
guidance proceeded from no pure and holy source. 

Ambition, rapine, assassination, lust, are the un- 
denied features of his later life, ojjenly sanctioned 
by the assilmed permission, sometimes even by the 
express command of the Most High! May we 
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conceive that a diabolical influence and inspi- 
ration, was permitted to enslave the heart of him 
who had dehberately yielded to the compromise 
with evil? May not Satan have beguiled the heart 
in the habitude of an Angel of light and, even when 
insinuating his vilest suggestions, have professed 
himself a Messenger from the God of purity and 
holiness? If so, what an assimilation must gra- 
dually have been wrought between the promptings 
of the Evil one from without, and the subjective 
perceptions of Mahomet within, when he could 
imagine, and with earnestness and sincerity assert, 
that the Almighty had sanctioned and even en- 
couraged his debased appetites! 

Such poMi- It is enough to have suggested the awful possi- 
not bility. None may venture an unhesitating reply, 
u^n.******* until there are laid bare to our view, in a more 
spiritual state, the workings' and the manifold 
agencies of that unseen lile which, though un- 
ceasingly active both within us and around us, re- 
mains mysteriously liid from mortal ken. 
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I have received and corrected the proofs of the 
last fifty-six pages under difficulties. All my MSS. 
and books of reference have been placed in security 
from the ravages of our mutineer army, and are 
inaccessible to me at present. I beg the reader’s 
indulgence for inaccuracies. 

W. M. 


Fort Agra, 

18th July, 1857. 
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CHAPTER FOURTH. 


Extension of Islam and Early Converts, from the assumption 
by Mahomet of the prophetical office to the date of the first 
Emigration to Abyssinia. 


xEtat. 44-45. 

The weary region of uncertainty and speculation 
has been left behind. Towards the forty-fourth 
year of his age we find Mahomet, now emerged 
from doubt and obscurity, clearly and unequivocally 
asserting that he had been ordained a Prophet to 
call the Arabs to the Lord, reciting his warnings 
and exhortations as messages that emanated direct 
from the mouth of God, and implicitly believing (to 
all outward appearance) his inspiration and mission 
to be divine. We find him already surrounded by 
a little band of followers, all animated by ardent 
devotion to himself, and earnest belief in God as 
liis guide and inspircr. 

It is strongly corroborative of Mahomet’s sin- 
cerity that the earliest converts to Islam were his 
bosom friends and the people of his household; 
who, intimately acquainted with his private life, 
could not fail otherwise to have detected those 
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discrepancies which, more or less, invariably exist 
between the professions of the hypocritical deceiver 
abroad, and his actions at home. 

Khadtja. The faithfiil KhadIja has already been made 
known to the reader, as the sharer in the enquiries 
of her husband, and probably the first convert to 
his doctrines. “ So Khadija believed” (runs the 
simple tradition), “ and attested the truth of that 
which came to him from God. Thus was the Lord 
minded to lighten the burden of his Prophet; for he 
heard nothing that grieved him touching his rejec- 
tion by the people, but he had recourse unto her, 
and she comforted, re-assured, and supported him.”* 
Ztid. Zeid, the former slave, and his wife 0mm Ayman 
(or Baraka), the nurse of Mahomet, have also been 
noticed. Though Zeid was now a free man, yet 
being the adopted son of Mahomet and his intimate 
friend, it is probable that he lived in close connec- 
tion with his family, if not actually an ostensible 
member of it. He, too, was one of the earliest 
believers.f 

The little Ali had now reached the age of thir- 
teen or fourteen years, and already gave tokens of 
the wisdom and judgment which distinguished his 

• Hishdmi, p. 63. He promised her a [>alace in Paradise, formed 
out of a gigantic pearl, “ wherein there would be neither strife 
nor toil.” 

I Hishdmi, p. 66. 
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after life. Though possessed of indomitable courage, 
he was meditative and reserved, and lacked the 
stirring energy which would have rendered him a 
valuable and effective propagator of Islam. He grew 
up from a child in the faith of Mahomet, and his 
earliest associations strengthened the convictions of 
matured age. It is said that as Mahomet was once 
engaged with the lad in prayer, in one of the glens 
near Mecca, whither they retired to avoid the jeers 
of their neighbours, Abu T&lib chanced to pass by, 
and said to Mahomet, “ My nephew I what is this 
new faith I see thee following?” — “ Oh, my imclel 
This is the religion of God, and of His angels, and 
of His prophets; the religion of Abraham. The 
Lord hath sent me an Apostle unto His servants; 
and thou, my uncle, art the most worthy of all that 
I should address my invitation unto, and the most 
worthy to assist the Prophet of the Lord.” Abu 
T4Ub replied, “ I am not able, my nephew, to sepa 
rate from the religion and the customs of my fore- 
fathers, but I swear that so long as I live, no one shall 
dare to trouble thee.” Then, turning to his son, the 
little Ali, who had professed a similar faith and the 
resolution to follow Mahomet, he said, “ Well, my 
son, he will not invite thee to aught but that which 
is good; wherefore thou art free to cleave unto 
him.”* 


• lliahdmi, p. 66; Tabari, p. 108. This conversation, like 
most of the stories of the period, is of a type moulded by subse- 
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To the family group it is hardly necessary to add 
the aged cousin ofivhadija, Waraca, whose profes- 
sion of Christianity and support of Mahomet have 
been already mentioned; because it is agreed by 
all that he died before Mahomet had entered upon 
his public ministry. 

In the little circle there was on belonging 
to another branch of the Coreish, who, after 
Khadija, may claim precedence in conversion to 
Islam. Abu Bakr, of the Bani Taym, had long 
been a familiar friend of Mahomet; with him he 
probably had lamented the gross darkness of Mecca, 
and sought after a better faith. He lived in the 
same quarter of the city as Khadija.* When Maho- 
met removed thither the intimacy became closer, 
and the attachment of Abu Bakr was soon rivetted 
by implicit faith in his fiiend as the apostle of God. 
Ayesha, his daughter (boni about this period, and 
destined while yet a girl to be the Prophet’s bride), 
“could not remember the time when both her parents 


qnent Mahometan ideas. The tale has however been admitted 
into the text bc'cause in itself not improbable. The facts are at 
any rate in aecordance with Abu Tiilib’s character, and his con- 
stant support of Mahomet. 

* Both Abu Bakr and Khadija lived in the quarter now called 
Zuchdek al Ihijar. See the plan of Mecca in chap. ii. p. 5. 
This street “ comprises the birth place of Fatima, the daughter of 
Mahommed, and of Abu Bakr, the Prophet’s successor.” Burk- 
hardt's Travels, p. 126. 


Digitized by Google 


IV.] 


Abu Bahr. 


101 


were not true believers,* and when Mahomet did not 
daily visit her father’s house morning and evening.”f 
Of Abu Bakr, the Prophet said, “ I never invited 
any to the faith who displayed not hesitation and 
perplexity — excepting only Abu Bakr; who, when 
I had propounded unto him Ilsam, tarried not, 
neither was perplexed.”J 

The character and appearance of this Chief of hu appear- 
Islam, and bosom mend of Mahomet, demand a character, 
detailed description. Abu Bakr was about two 
years years younger than the Prophet ; short in 
stature, and of a small spare frame ; the eyes deeply 
seated under a high projecting forehead. His com- 
plexion was fair, and his face thin, so that you could 
see the veins upon it.§ Shrewd and intelligent, he 
yet wanted the originality of genius ; his nature 

• Katib al Wdekidi, p. 21 IJ. Asmd, Ayesha’s sister (but by 
another mother) is related to have said the same thing of her 
father, Abu Bakr. Ibid. ^ 

t Ibid. 

J Ilishdmi, p. C7. 

§ This description is from the Katib al Wftekidi. It must, how- 
ever, be remembered (as has already been remarked in the case ^ 
of Mahomet, vide chap. ii. p. 15,) that the personal details pre- 
served by tradition are those of his later life. The “ loosely 
hanging clothes” and “ flaccid hips,” described by the Secretary, 
were probably not characteristic of his manhood, and have there- 
fore not been adopted in the te.'ct. He had little hair on his body ; 
the joints of his fingers were small and fine. At the emigration 
to Medina, his hair was the whitest among Mahomet’s followers; 
but he used to dye it. 
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was mild and sympathetic, but not incapable of 
firm purpose where important interests were con- 
cerned. Impulse and passion rarely prompted his 
actions; he was guided by reason and calm convic- 
tion. Faithful and unvarying in his attachment to 
the Prophet, he was known (and is to the present 
day familiar throughout the realms of Islam), as Al 
SadIck, “ the True."* He was also styled Al 
Awwdh, “ the Sighing,” from his tender and com- 
passionate heart. 

Hi.» ptenerosit}- Abu Bakr was a diligent and successM mer- 
it/. chant, and Ijeing frugal and simple in his habits, 

possessed at his conversion about 40,000 dirhems. 
His generosity was rare, his charity unwearying. 
The greater part of his fortune was expended in the 
purchase of such unfortunate slaves as from their 
inclination to the new faith were persecuted by the 
unbelieving Meccans ; so that but 5,000 dirhems 
were left when, ten or twelve years after, he emi- 


• Some say he was so called because he bore testimony to the 
truth of Mahomet’s heavenly journey. He was called also Al 
Atfck {rom his handsome countenance (/fwA. p. 67); or because 
Mahomet so named him as one preserved from hell-fire, Kdtib al 
WdcLi'di, p. 211^. His proper name was Abdallah, son of 
Othman Abu Cahiifa. It is not clear when he obtained the name 
of Abu Bakr. If, as appears probable, it w.as given him because 
his daughter Ayesha was Mahomet’s only virgin bride ^ then 
it could not have been till after the emigration to Medina, when 
the Prophet, by marrying many tcidows, had given a distinction 
and peculiarity to his marriage with Ayesha. 
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grated with the Prophet to Medina. Abu Bakr 
was unusually familiar with the history of the 
Coreish, who often referred to him for genealogical 
information. His judgment was calm and impar- 
tial, his conversation agreeable, his demeanour 
affable and engaging ; his society and advice were 
therefore much sought after by the Coreish, and he 
was popular throughout the city.* 


To gain such a man as a staunch adherent of his Abu nukr's 

. influence 

claims was for Mahomet a most important step, gains five 

Abu Bakr’s influence was freely surrendered to 

cause of Islam, and five of the earliest converts are 

attributed to his exertions and example. Three 

were but stripUngs. Sdad, the son of Abu Wackkfis, s^a. zoboir, 

converted in his sixteenth or seventeenth year, was 

the nephew of Amina.f Zobeir, son of A1 AwAvAra, 

* The authorities for these details of Abu Bakr are Kdtib 
al IVdcJcidi, pp. 211^-215; Ilishdmi, p. 67; Tabari, p. 112. 

Sprenger (pp. 170, 171,) has ably and faithfully drawn his 
character. I quite agree with him in considering “ the faith of 
Abu Bakr the greatest guarantee of the sincerity of Mohammed 
in the beginning of his career;" — and, indeed, in a modified sense, 
throughout his life. 

t The mother of Mahomet. See Katib al Wdekidi, pp. 

206-207^. Saad pursued at Mecca the trade of manufacturing 
arrows. He died at Al Ackick, ten Arabian miles from Medina, 

(whither they carried him for burial,) A.H. 50 or 55, aged about 
seventy. These dates would make him still younger at the period 
of conversion than is represented by the Secretary. But through- 
out this stage we must bear in mind that (according to Canon 
II. c. Introduction, chap. i. p. Ixii.) the tendency of tradition is to 
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though of the Oraraeyad stock, was a grandson by 
his mother of Ab al Muttalib. Rockeya, being now, 
or shortly after, fi’ee fi:om her connection with Otba, 
the son of the hostile Abu Lahab, Mahomet gave 
her in marriage to Othm&n, whose wife she con- 
tinued until her death some teu or twelve years 
afterwards. Othm&n was at this period between 
thirty and forty years of age.* The fifth was Abd 

Talha may possibly have heard some Syrian monk speak of the 
evil of idolatry &c., and been thus prepared to follow Mahomet’s 
doctrine. But the details of the story as given by the Secretary 
are too absurd to need refutation. 

Nowfal, a brother of Khadija, persecuted Abu Bakr and Talha, 
and bound them together with a rope, whence they received the 
name of Al Caranein, “ the Bound.” Kdtib al Wdclddi, p. 220.^; 
nishimi, p. 75. The latter authority calls Nowfal one of the 
devils of the Coreish ; — the former calls him their lion. He was 
killed at Badr. 

* The account given by the Katib al Wackidi of Othmfln’s 
conversion is that he and Talha followed Zobeir into the house 
of Mahomet, who propounded to them the principles of Islam, 
and recited the Coran; whereupon they believed. And Othm&n 
said, “Oh Prophet!' I have come lately from Syria, and as I was 
asleep on the way between Al MAin and Al Zurcka, one cried to 
me, Arise, thou sleeper! Verily, Ahmed hath appeared at Mecca-, 
so we arrived, and forthwith heard the tidings of thee.” This is 
of a piece with the story of Talha, — the one probably invented 
to rival the other. 

Othmiln was early e-itposcd to persecution. His uncle, Al 
Hakam, grandson of Omeyd, seized and bound him, saying, “ Dost 
thou prefer a new religion to that of thy fathers? I swear I will 
not loose thee until thou givest up this new faith thou art follow- 
ing after.” Otliman said ; — “ By the Lord, I will never abandon 
it!” So when Al Hakam saw his firmness in the faith, he let 
him go. Katib al Wdchdi, p. 189. 
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al Rahman, son of Awf, of the Bani Zohra,* about ten 
years younger than the Prophet, and a man of wealth 
and character. Abd al Rahman, Othman, and Talha 
were, like Abu Bakr, merchants or traders ; and the 
pursuit of the same profession may have occasioned 
community of interest among them. 

Abd al Rahm&n is said to have been accompanied 
on his first visit to the house of Mahomet by four 
companions, who simultaneously with him em- 
braced Islam; Obeida, son of Mahomet’s imcle, 
Harith ;f Abu Salma, of the Bani Makhzfim Abu 
Obeida, son of Al Jarrah, subsequently a warrior of 
note;§ and Othman, son of MatzCln. It is related 
that the latter had already abandoned wine before 
his conversion, and was with difficulty persuaded 
by Mahomet to renounce the asperities of an ascetic 
life.§ The family of Othman appear to have been 


He was subsequently called Abu Abdallah, after a son by 
Rockeya; when about six ye;u-s of age, tliis child had his eye 
pecked out by a bird, fell sick, and died, A. II. 4. 

Having succee<lcd Abu Bakr in the Caliphate, he was murdered, 
A. II. 36, aged seventy-five (or according to others) eighty -two, 
which would make him at the time of the emigration to Medina, 
thirty-nine or forty-six years of age ; and at the period under con- 
sideration from thirty to thirty-five. 

• The s.ame tribe as that of Amina the mother of Mahomet. 

■f Obeida was killed at Badr: he was ten years older than 
Mahomet. KiUib al Wdekidi, p. 188. 

J He emigratofl twice to Abyssinia with his wife 0mm Salma. 
He wa,s wounded at the battle of Ohod, and died shortly after, 
when M.ahomet marritxl his widow. KulSi al Wdch'iU, p. 225.1. 

§ Ibid. p. 261. 
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well inclined to Islam, for we find two brothers, a 
son, and other relatives of his in the list of early 
believers.* 

Of the slaves ransomed by Abu Bakr from perse- 
cution, for their adherence to the new doctrine, the 
foremost is the son of an Abyssinian slave 

girl. He was tall, dark, and gaunt, with negro 
features and bushy hair. Mahomet honoured and 
distinguished him as “ the first-fruits of Abyssinia 
and to this day he is renowned throughout the Mos- 
lem world as the first Muadzzin, or crier to prayer.f 
Arnr ibn Foheira, after being purchased and released 
from severe trial, was employed by Abu Bakr in 
tending his flocks. J Abdallah ibn Masud, “ small 


• He belonged to the Coreshite stock of the Bani Jiimh. He 
vrished to renounce the privileges of conjugal life. But Mahomet 
forbade this, and recommended him to imitate his own practice 
in this respect, saying that the Lord had not sent His prophet 
with a monkish faith. Ibid. p. 258. The particulars which Ma- 
homet is there represented as stating regarding his own habits are 
strongly illustrative of his character; but the grossness of lan- 
guage and idea which pervades the passage precludes farther 
detail. 

* His brothers were Abdallah and Cudama. His son emi- 
grated to Abyssinia. Mumir, another Jumhite, is also mentioned 
as converted at this stage. The whole family of Othnian ibn 
Matzfln, with their -wives and children, emigrated to Medina at 
the Hegira. 

He belonged to the Bani Jumh Kdtib al Wdektdi, p. 224. 

J A son (by a former husband) of Abu Bakr’s wife (the mother 
of Ayesha) was his owner. Ibid. p. 223^. 


Converted 

slaves. 

Bilal. 
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in body, but weighty in faith,” constant attendant 
of Mahomet at Medina;* and Khobdb, son of 
Aratt, a blacksmith, were also converted at this 
period.f The slaves of Mecca were peculiarly 
accessible to the solicitations of the Prophet. As 
foreigners they were generally familiar either with 
Judaism or Christianity. Isolated from the influ- 
ences of hostile partizanship, persecution alienated 
them from the Coreish, and misfortune made their 
hearts susceptible of spiritual impressions.J 


* He belonged to the Bani Tamim; and was attached to the 
Bani Zohra, but whether in the capacity of an attendant or con- 
federate is not stated. He was once at Medina climbing up a 
date tree, and his companions were indulging in pleasantry at the 
expense of his spare legs, when Mahomet used the expression 
quoted in the text. He was sallow, with his hair smoothed down. 
Ibid. p. 207^. On what authority Weil (p. 50) calls him a dwarf 
“ der Zwerg,” is not stated. 

f Khobab was of the Bani Tamim, having been sold as a 
prisoner at Mecca to 0mm Anmiir (or 0mm Siba), whose trade 
{Mulier quae feminas circumcidit) was so offensively prochdmed at 
Ohod by Hamza, when he challenged her son Sib^ It is related 
of Khobab that when he claimed a debt from A1 As ibn Wail, 
the latter, who was a denier of the resurrection, deferred him 
ironically for payment to the judgment day. Ibid. p. 210^. 

J Sprenger says, “ The excitement among the slaves, when 
Maliomet first assumed his office, was so great that Abdallah ibn 
Jod^, who had one hundred of these sufferers, found it necessary 
to remove them from Mecca, lest they should all become converts,” 
p. 159. This, however, appears to be an exaggerated statement, 
as well as that preceding it, viz., that “ two of them died as 
martyrs.” There is no good evidence of there having been any 
martyr before the Hegira. The only cjise of martyrdom alleged 
by early authority during that period, will be considered below. 
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In addition to the twenty persons who have now Thirtun other 
been noticed as among the first confessors of 
new faith, the KiUib al W&ckidi enumerates at least 
thirteen others as having believed “ before the entry 
of the Prophet into the house of Arcam — by which 
expression the biographers mark the few earliest 
years of Islam. Among these thirteen we observe 
the youthful son Said* and several of the relatives 
of the aged enquirer Zeid, who was already some 
time dead, but whose remarkable life has been above 
alluded to as possibly paving the way for Mahomet. 

The wife of Sdid, Fdtima, a cousin of the same 
family, and her brother Zeid, son of Khatti\b,f were 
likewise among the early converts. There was also 
among the number Obeidallah, son of J ahsh, himself 
one of the “ Four enquirers.” On the persecution 
becoming hot, he emigrated with his wife 0mm 
Habiba (subsequently married to Mahomet), and 


* KAt3> al Wdekidi, p. 255.^ He died A.H. 50 or 51. aged above 
seventy ; so that at this period he was little more than a boy. 

■f Ibid. 254^. He was an elder brother of the famous Omar. 
Khuneu, the husband of Omar’s daughter Hafsa, was also at this 
date a believer. He was one of the emigrants to Abyssinia. He 
died about two years after the Hegira, when Mahomet married 
his widow. Ibid. p. 257^. Wfickidi, a confederate of the 
same family {Ibid.), and Amir ibn Rabia the freed man and 
adopted son of Khattilb (Omar’s father), are likewise among the 
earliest converts. The latter shortly alter emigrated with his wife 
to Abyssinia. Ibid. p. 256,. These facts show the close con- 
nection between the family and relatives of the “ Enquirer” Zeid, 
and the new religion. 
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Others of his family, to Abyssinia, where he was 
converted to Christianity, and died in that faith.* 
It is interesting to note among these converts Abu 
Jlodzeifaf^ son of Otba, the father-in-law of Abu 
Sofian. a family inveterately opposed to Mahomet. 
We find also the name of Arcam.^ whose house will 
shortly be mentioned as memorable in the annals of 
Islam.J 


• Obeidallah was Mahomet’s cousin by his mother Omcima 
(laughter of AbJ al Muttalib. He belonged to the Bani Dhdiln, 
a collateral branch of the Coreish. Two of his brothers, Abdallah 
and Abu Ahmed, were also converted “ before the entry into 
Arcam's house.” He was the brother of the famous Zeinab, who 
was married to Zeid, Mahomet’s freedman, and was afterwards 
divorced by him that the Prophet himself might take her to wife. 

The whole family of the Bani Dfidiin wore very favourable to 
Islam ; for it is related that at the Hegira they all emigrated to 
Medina, men, women and children, locking up their houses. Katib 
al Wdekidi, p. 195J. It is remarkable that this tribe were con- 
federates of Harb and Abu Sofian, the opponents of Maliomet; — 
the infiuence of Islam tlius fretpieutly over-leaping and baffling 
politicyU combinations of Mecca. 

f Jbid. p. 194J. He challenged his father at Badr to single com- 
bat. His sister Hind (wife of Abu Sofian) retorted in satirical 
verses, taunting him with his squint, and with tlie barbarity of 
offering to fight with his father. He was an ill-favoured man, 
tvith projecting teeth. He twice fled to Abyssinia with the Moslem 
emigrants, and his wife Sahla there bore him a son whom he called 
Muhammad. 

X Arcam belonged to the Bani Makhzfim. Besides the above, 
the following are not<sd by the Kiitibal Wiickidi as converts before 
the entry into Arcam’s house. Khdiid ibn Said and his brother 
Amr. They cmigrat(;d to Abyssinia, the former witli his wife 
Hamauiya; Tabari, p. 113. Sprenger (p. 172) makes KluiUd the 


Digitized by Googl 


IV.] 


Sta^ai of Progress. 


Ill 


Besides this early group of three-and-thirty indi- Several female 
viduals, the wives and daughters of some of the 
converts are mentioned as faithful and earnest pro- 
fessors of Islam.* It is, indeed, in conformity with 
the analogy of religious movements in all ages, 
that women should take a forward part, if not in 
direct and public acts of assistance, yet in the 
encouragement and exhortation which are perhaps 
of even greater value. On the other hand, in esti- 

fifth convert ; but tbere si so great a tendency in each party and 
family vain-gloriously to represent its own Icaiiers or ancestors 
as the earlie.st believers, that little depcndance can lie placed on 
such assertions of priority. HiUtb ibn Amr (of the Bani Amr ibn 
Lowey) was a convert of the same stage. Kutih al Wackidi, p. 260. 

Two others descended from families allied to the Coreish, Amr 
ibn Abasa, and Abu Dzarr Ghifari, arc also said to have been 
converted at this period, but to have left Mahomet and returned 
to their tribes. They rejoined Mahomet after the retreat of the 
Meccans from the siege of Medina. The accounts however are 
so vague and unlikely as to lead to the suspicion that they were 
imagined or fabricateel by descendants who wished to assume for 
their families a precedence in the faith. 

* The folloiving are mentioned by Hishiimi, p. 68; — Fatima, 
wife of Siiid, already noticed in the text: Asma and At/eshn, 
daughters of Abu B.akr; (the latter, however, if actually bom, 
could have been only an infant at this period): Asma, wife of 
AyAsh ibn Abi Rabia; Asma, vrife of Jafar Mahomet’s cousin; 

Fatima, wife of Ilutib, mentioned in the preceding note: FoJetiha, 
wife of Hattab, his brother: Ramlah, wife of Muttalib ibn Azhar: 

Amina, wife of Khulid, noticed in the last note. Some of these 
indeed (as Ayesha) belong to later dates. But it is probable also 
that the list is incomplete. The depreciative notions of feminine 
worth current in the east lead the Biographers chiefly to mention 
the women only in connection with their more famous husbands, 
fathers, or brothers. 
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mating the number of the early converts, we must 
not forget that their ranks have been unduly swelled 
by the traditions of those whose piety or ambition 
have imagined or invented a priority in the faith for 
their own ancestors or patrons. Weighing both 
considerations, we shall not greatly err if we con- 
clude that, in the first three or four years after the 
assumption by Mahomet of his prophetic office, the 
converts to his faith amounted to nearly forty souls. 

By what degrees, under the influence of what 
motives or arguments, and at what precise periods, 
these individuals, one by one, gave in their adhe- 
sion to the claims of Mahomet, we can scarcely 
determine, farther than has been done in the general 
outline already before the reader. It is usual among 
traditionists to assign to the Prophet three years of 
secret preaching and private solicitation, after which 
an open call was made to the Coreish at lai^e. But 
we hardly find grounds for this theory when we 
bring it to the surer test of the Coran. It is pro- 
bable that the preliminary term of doubt and 
enquiry, which we sought to trace in the preceding 
chapter, has been confounded by tradition with the 
actual assumption of the prophetic office. The truth 
we may conjecture to be as follows. An interval 
of pious musing, and probably of expostulation with 
others, preceded the fortieth year of Mahomet’s life. 
About that year the resolution to “ recite" in God’s 
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name (in other words, the conviction of inspiration), 
was fully adopted. For some succeeding period his 
efforts would be naturally directed to individual 
persuasion and entreaty; but there is nothing to 
warrant the belief that the prophetic claim, once 
assumed, was ever confined within the limits of a 
narrow circle, or held a secret not to be divulged to 
the people of Mecca. It was after this that the 
Prophet received (as he imagined) the command 
to “ preach :”* and fortliwith his appeal was made 
to the whole commimity of Mecca. Gradually 


* That is Sura bcxiv. Mahometan biographers refer to Sura 
xxvi. V. 213, as the first call to preach. Kdtib at Wticlidi, 
pp. 13 and 88; Tabari, p. 114. The latter passage is as 
follows : — 

And preach to thy more near kinsfolk. 

And lower thy wing to the believers that follow thee. 

And if they rebel against tliec, &c. 

The tradition that the passage, Sura xxvi., v. 213, was the 
first call to preach, (Kdtib at Wdekidi, pp. 13 and 88; Tabari, 
p. 114) appears entirely erroneous. That verse is not only con- 
tained in a late Sura, but itself bears evidence of persecution, of 
development, and of believers already numerous. It was pro- 
bably revealed while the Prophet with his relatives was shut 
up in the “ Sheb” or Quarter of Abu Tiilib, as will be related 
in the next chapter, and while his prcacliing was necessarily 
confined to them. 

The stories also of the Prophet biking his stand upon Mount 
Safa, summoning his relatives family by family, and addressing 
to them the divine message; of the contemptuous reply of Abu 
Lahab (see above, p. 80, note f); of the miraculous dinner at 
which Mahomet propounded his claim to his relatives, Ali alone 
standing forth as his champion and “ Vizier," &c. are all apoc- 
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his followers increased, and the faith of each 
(though little more than the reflection of his owti 
conviction) was accepted by Mahomet as a new 
and independent evidence of his mission, em- 
anating from Him who alone can turn the heart. 
Success made the sphere of Islam to expand before 
him: and that which was primarily intended for 
Mecca and Arabia alone, soon embraced, in the 
ever-widening circle of its call, the whole human 
race. 

An important change now occurred in the rela- 
tions of Mahomet with the citizens of Mecca. 
Their hostility was aroused, and believers were 
Persecution subjected to pcrsccution and indignity. The main 

caused br the , „ . . • , i 

nttnehment of gTOund of this opposition was Simply an hereditary 

theSIt^nai” attachment to the established system of idolatry. 

There was no antagonism of a privileged caste, or 

of a priesthood supported by the temple; — no 

“ craftsmen of Diana” deriving their livelihood from 

the shrine. But there was the universal and deep- 

seated afiection for practices associated from infancy 

with the life of the Meccan, and the proud devotion 

to a system which made his city the foremost in 


ryphal, and owe their origin to the above or other similar passages 
in the Coran which it was desired to illustrate, or to Aly-ite pre- 
possessions. See some of these accounts in Tabari, pp. 115-118. 
At the miraculous dinner, food was prepared hardly sufficient for 
one person, but served to their content for a company of forty. 
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all Arabia. These advantages he would not lightly 
abandon. 

Whether the idolatry of Mecca would not have We«kncss of 

•' ^ Mahomet a 

succumbed without a struck before such preaching position, 
as Mahomet’s, sustained by reasonable evidence, may 
be matter for speculation. That which now im- 
parted to the national faith strength and obstinacy 
was the equally weak position of its unexpected 
antagonist. Amidst the declamation and rhetoric 
of the Arabian Prophet there was absolutely no 
proof whatever (excepting his own convictions) 
advanced in support of the divine commission. 

Idolatry might be wrong, but what guarantee had 
the idolater that Islam was not equally fallacious ? 

This was the sincere, and for many years the in- 
vincible objection of the Meccans; and the convic- 
tion, though no doubt mingled with hatred and 
jealousy, and degenerating often into intolerance 
and cruel spite, was the real spring of their long- 
sustained opposition. 

Persecution, though it may sometimes have Advantages 

" ... accnimi? from 

deterred the timid from ioining his ranks, was opposition 

to the cause of 

eventually of unquestionable service to Mahomet. Mahomet. 

It furnished a plausible excuse for casting aside 
the garb of toleration; foi opposing force to force 
against those who “ obstructed the ways of the 
Lord ;” and at last for the compulsory conversion of 
unbelievers. Even before the Hegira it forced the 
adherents of the Prophet in self-defence into a closer 
union, and made them stand forth with a bolder 
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Period at 
uhich it 
COlJllHCUCCd. 


Once formed it 
grew rapidly. 


aim and more resolute front. The severity and 
injustice of the Meccans, overshooting the mark, 
aroused personal and family sympathies; unbelievers 
sought to avert or to mitigate the sufferings of the 
followers of the Prophet, and in so doing were 
sometimes themselves gained over to his side.* 

It was not, however, till three or four years of 
his ministry had elapsed, that any general opposi- 
tion w’as organized against Mahomet. Even after 
he had begun publicly to preach, and his followers 
had multiplied, the Coreish did not gainsay his 
doctrine. They would only point slightingly at him 
as he passed, and say: — There goeth the Man of the 
children of Abd al Muttalib, to speak unto the people 
about the Heavens. But, adds tradition, when the 
Prophet began to abuse their idols, and to assert 
the perdition of their ancestors who had all died in 
unbelief, then they became displeased and began 
to treat him with contumely.f 

Hostility, once excited, soon showed itself in acts 
of violence. Sdad, it is related, having retired for 
prayer with a group of believers to one of the 
valleys near Mecca, some of his neighbours passed 
unexpectedly by. A sharp contention arose between 
them, followed by blows. Sdad struck one of his 


• The couversion of Hamza is in point. He was led (as we 
shall see in the following chapter,) to embrace Islam through 
indignation at the abuse bestowed by Abu Jahl upon Mahomet. 

■f K'Uih al WacUdi, p. 38; lltshami, p. 69; Taltari, p. 120. 
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opponents with a camel goad; and this, they say, 
was “ the first blood shed in Islam.”* 

It was probably about this time,— the fourth 
year of his mission, — that, in order to prosecute his 
endeavours peaceably and without interruption, 
Mahomet took possession of the house of Arcam, 
(a convert already noticed,) situated a short distance 
to the south of his own dwelling, upon the gentle 
rise of SafU. Fronting the Kaaba to east, it was in 
a frequented position; and all pilgrims, in the pre- 
scribed walk between Safa and Marwa, must needs 
pass often before it.f Thither were conducted all 
who began to show any leaning towards Islam, and 
there Mahomet expounded to them his way more 
perfectly. Thus of one and another of the be- 

• Hishdmi, p. 70; Tabari, p. 111. The story is not given by 
Wflekidi, and is open to sonic suspicion. Sdad is famous as “ the 
first who sliot an arrow” in the Mussulman wars. Kiltib at 
Wdekidi, p. 98J-205J. His friends, desirous to'go a little farther 
and show that he was the first also to shed blood for Islam, may 
have supposed, magnified, or invented tliis tale. 

f The house possesses so peculiar an interest in the earliest 
annals of Islam, that I will here note the particulars given re- • 
garding it by the Secretary of Wackidi, p. 226. 

jljJl J ii-oJ j'j j 

Ui J Uj (OL-Sl jy ^ 

J “ The house of Arcam at Mecca was on Safa, the same which 
the Prophet occupied in the beginning of Islam. In it he invited 
the people to Islam. And a great multitude believed therein.” 

In after days, Arcam devoted it to the divine ser\’ice in a deed 
which Wackidi himself saw, and of which the following extract 
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lievers, it is recorded that “ he was converted after 
the entry into the house of Arcam, and the preaching 
there — or, that “ he was brought unto Mahomet 
in the house of Arcam, and the Prophet recited 

contains a copy ; — j J 

j\ .till <dju: LU\jAi »jJj ^_jLc 

^ i_^ be )iXS 

* ^ ^ cT* 

“And the house of Arcam was called the house of Islam; and 
Arcam devoted it (to God) under the trust of his children ; and I 
(Wuckhli) read the document of consecration, as follows; — In the 
name of the Lord, the Compassionate, the Merciful; — this is what 
Arcam hath determined regarding the house which bordereth upon 
Safi, that it is devoted, as a part of the sacred place. It shall not 
be sold, neither shall it be inherited. Witnessed by Ilishdm ibn al 
As ami his freedman." 

The descendants of Arcam continued to possess the house, either 
occupying it themselves, or taking rent for it, until the Caliphate 
of Ahu Jifar. When Mohammad, Hasan’s grandson, rebelled in 
Medina, Abdallah the grandson of Arcam sided with him, and 
Abu Jdfar caused him to be put in prison and in irons. Then 
the Caliph sent a message to Abdallah, now above eighty years 
of age, promising him a full pardon if he would sell him the house 
of Arcam. Abdallah objected that it was devoted property but at 
last, partly through intimidation, partly tempted by the large price, 
he sold his share in it for 17,000 dinars; and his relatives did 
like^visc. Thus it l>ecame the property of the Caliph. Afterwards 
Mahdi gave it to Klieizaran (the slave girl, motlier of Mflsa and 
HurOn,) who enlarged it. And it was called after her name. Ibid. 

There is nothing to show clearly on what footing Mahomet 
occupied this building; — whether continuously with his family, or 
only as a place of retreat where, sheltered from the observation 
and annoyances of the Meccans, he could pursue his teaching un- 
molested. From several incidental notices of converts remaining 
there concealed during the day, and slipping away in the evening, 
the latter api)cars to l>e the more probable view. 

Omar, who w.as conveiietl at the close of the 6th yeat of 
Mahomet's mission, is said to have been the last who was brought 
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the Coran unto him, and explained the doctrines of 
Islam, and he was converted and embraced the faith.” 

So famous was it as the birth-place of conversion, 
that it was afterwards styled the House of Islam* 

Four sons of Abul Bokeir, a confederate of theConvcm 
family of Khatt4b, were the first to believe, and connexions of 

II 71 • tr 1 11 • -I • 1 ■ Oinur, son of 

swear allegiance to Mahomet, in this house.f Khmtib. 
Hence we may conclude that, although Omar, son 
of Khattab, was not yet converted, the leaven of the 
new doctrine was doubtless spreading rapidly among 
his connections. 

The story of Musdb ibn Omeir, a great grandson story of 
of H&shim, will illustrate some of the obstacles to 
the progress of Islam. His wife was a sister of 
Obeidalla son of Jahsh,J and it was probably 

to this house. Tradition states that the male converts had then 
reached the number of forty; and that they quitted the house of 
Arcam because the influence of Omar enabled them to dispense 
with secrecy, v. Ibn Ilajar, p. 49. 

* Diir ul Isl&m; — Si j'j 

f Abul Bokeir was descended from Kin&na through an off-shoot 
more ancient tlian the Coreish. This family is included among 
the Dhdun branch, which emigrated en tno-sse to Medina at the 
Hegira. Kdtib al Wackiili, pp. 196, 256^. 

The remarkable expression in the text is the same as that for 
doing homage or swearing fealty to a Leader or Chief. “ Ackil 
and his three brothers were converted in the house of Arcam, and 
they were the first to swear allegiance to Mahomet therein;" — 

IjjJ <0J' Jyi; Jjl The “ swearing allegiance to 

Mahomet” was probably a general declaration of faith and submis- 
sion to his teaching. Possibly it may have been only the retrospective 
application by the traditionists of an after practice and phrase to a 
period when as yet there was no actual homage done to Mahomet. 

J Before noticed, at p. 109, as a convert who embraced Chris- 
tianity in Abyssinia. 
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through the influence of her family that he visited 
the house of Arcam, listened to the exhortations of 
^lahomet, and embraced his doctrine. But he 
feared publicly to confess the ehange; for his tribe, 
and his mother whodoated upon him, (and through 
whose fond attention he was noted as the most 
handsomely dressed youth in Mecca), were inve- 
terately opposed to ^Mahomet. His conversion being 
at last noised abroad, his family seized and kept 
him in durance; but he escaped, and proceeded to 
Abyssinia with the first ISIoslem emigrants. When 
he returned from thence, he had become so altered 
and wretched that his mother had not the heart to 
abuse him. At a latter period, having been de- 
puted by ^Mahomet to teach the converts at Medina, 
he revisited Mecca in company with them. His 
mother was apprised of his arrival, and sent to him 
saying: — “Ah, disobedient sou! wilt thou enter a 
city in which thy mother dwelleth, and not first 
visit her?" “ Nay, verily,” he replied “ I shall never 
visit the house of any one before the Prophet of 
God.” So, after he had greeted and conferred with 
Mahomet, he went to his mother, who thus accosted 
him: — “ Well! I suppose thou art still a renegade.” 
He answered, — “ I follow the Prophet of the Lord, 
and the true faith of Islam.” “ Art thou then well 
satisfied with the miserable way thou hast fared in 
the land of Abyssinia, and now again at Yathrcb?” 
But he perceived that she was meditating his 
• imprisonment, and exclaimed, — “ What ! wilt thou 
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force a man from his religion? If ye seek to 
confine me, I will assuredly slay the first person 
that layeth hands upon me.” His mother said; — 

“ Then depart from my presence,” and she began 
to weep. MusAb was moved and said; — “Oh, 
my mother ! I give thee affectionate counsel. 

Testify that there is no god but the Lord, and that 
Mahomet is his servant and messenger.” And she 
replied; “By the sparkling Stars!* I shall never 
make a fool of myself by entering into thy religion. 

I wash my hands of thee and thy conceras, and 
cleave steadfastly unto mine own faith.”f 

There were social causes on the other hand to ami of Tiiiiis. 
aid the spread of the new doctrine. These may be 
exemplified (though we anticipate a year or two) 
by the conversion of Tuleib a maternal cousin of 
Mahomet. J This young man having been gained 
over in the house of Arcam, went to his mother 
and told her that he now believed in the true God, 
and followed his Prophet. She replied that he did 
very right in assisting his cousin; “And, by the 
Lord!” she added, “if I had strength to do that 

• . j — Compare Sura Ixxxvi. 3. where a similar 

oath will be found ^ be be j * J ‘bo-J! j 

Kdtib al WdcMdi p. 201 et seq. Musab was killed at Ohod, 
whore he displayed a valour and contempt of suffering almost 
incredible. 

J His mother was Orwa, daughter of Abd al Muttalib. Kdtib 
at Wdeh'di, p. 202^. 
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which men do, I would myself defend and protect 
him.” “But, my mother! what liindereth thee from 
believing and following him? And truly thy brother 
Hamza hath believed.” She replied, “ I wait to 
see what my sisters do. I shall verily be like unto 
them.” “ But, I beseech thee, mother, by the 
Lord! wilt thou not go unto him and salute him, 
and testify thy faith?” And she did so; and 
thenceforward she assisted the cause of Mahomet 
by her speech, and by stirring up her sons to aid 
him and to fulfil his commands.* 

Shortly after Mahomet began to occupy the 
house of Arcam, several slaves allied themselves to 
him. Of these, YasAr and Jabr., are mentioned, by 
the commentators of the Coran, as the parties 
accused by the Coreish of instructing the Prophet. 
The latter was the Christian servant of a family 
from Hadhramaut, and the Prophet is said to have 
sat much at his cell.f The former, better known 


* Tuleib was killed in the battle of Ajnodein A.H. 13, aged 
thirty-five. At the period of his conversion, say in the sixth or 
seventh year of Mahomet’s mission, he would be about sixteen 
years of age. He went to Abyssinia in the second enugration, 
but nothing notable is related of him in after life. 

\ Hishdmi, p. 125; Sprenger, p. 162. He must have died 
before the emigration to Medina, as we do not hear anything 
farther of him. The imputation of learning from Jabr is probably 
of a later date than the events in tliis chapter; for in the Suras 
given forth at the present period there was scarcely any mention 
of the Sacred Scriptures. 
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under the name of Abu Fokeiha,* was subjected to Tasar. or Abn 

, , , 1 • Fokeiha. 

great persecution, but probably died some time 
before the Hegira. His daughter Fokeiha was 
married to HattA,b, a convert, whom we find with 
others of his family among the subsequent emigrants 
to Abyssinia.f 

A more important convert, styled, by Mahomet Suheit). 

“ the first fruits of Greece,” was Suheib son of Sinftn. 

His home was at Mousal, or some neighbouring 
Mesopotamian village. His father, or his uncle, had 
been the Persian governor of Obolla. A Grecian 
band made an incursion into Mesopotamia, and 
carried him off while yet a boy to Syria, perhaps 
to Constantinople. Bought afterwards by a party 
of the Bani Kalb, he was sold at Mecca to Abdalla 
ibn Jodd^n, who gave him freedom, and took him 
under his protection. A fair and very ruddy com- 
plexion marked his northern birth, and broken 


• Dr. Sprenger, (Jbid.) seems to have overlooked this, when he 
states that “ the name of Yas4r does not appear among the 
followers” of Mahomet. He is frequently mentioned as one of 
the converts who suffered most severely in the early persecutions. 
See Kdtib ad Wackidi, p. 227. We do not find him noticed in 
the later history, and hence may conclude that he died at Mecca 
during this period. 

Hattab (see above, p. 8). Hltib, and Mumir, are mentioned 
by llishilmi (whom Sprenger follows), as sons of H4rith, of the 
Bani Jumh. The Kutib al Wackidi assigns this genealogy to 
Mumir (p. 259^), but makes Il&tib and Hattilb to be sons of 
Anir, of an entirely different tribe, the Bani Amir ibn Ixiwey 

(p. 260). 
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Arabic betrayed a Grecian educutioi). By traffic 
he acquired considerable wealth at Mecca; but 
having embraced Islam, and being left by the death 
of Abdalla without a patron, he suffered much at 
the hands of the unbelieving Coreish. It is pro- 
bable that Mahomet gained some knowledge of 
Christianity from him, and he may be the same to 
whom the Meccans at a latter period referred as 
the source of his Scriptural information; — and 
indeed We know that they say, verily a certain 
MAN TEACUETii HIM. Bul the tongue of him whom 
they intend is foreign, whereas this Revelation is 
in pure Arabic.* At the general emigration to 
Medina, the people of Mecca endeavoured to pre- 
vent Suheib’s departure; but he bargained to re- 
linquish the whole of his property, if they would 
let him go free. Mahomet, when he heard of it, 
exclaimed; — Suheib, verily, hath made a profitable 
bargain.^ 


* Sura xvi. p. 103, which is one of the latest Meccan Suras. 
The same imputation will be found in Suras of a somewhat earlier 
date; as Sura xliv. p. 4; xxv. p. 4. 

The family of Sulieib maintained that he fled from Constanti- 
nople to Mecca after reaching the years of maturity ; and that he 
voluntarily placed himself under the guardianship of Abdallali. 
Kdlib al Wdekidi, p. 222. Sprenger concludes that they held 
him to be “ a native of the Greek empire" (p. 102); but this does 
not appear from the authority quoted. 

The description of Suheib is given in consi<lerable detail. He 
was a little below middle stature, and had much hair. Ibid. 
p. 222^. 

t Ibid. “ When he was about to emigrate the Meccans said 
luito him. Thou cuinest hither in need and jienury ; but thy wetilth 
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Another freed slave, Ammar, used to resort to Ammar. 
the house of Arcam and, simultaneously -with 
Suheib, embraced Islam. His father Yasir, a 
stranger from Yemen, his mother Sommeya, and 
his brother Abdallah, were also believers.* 




hath tncreqsed icith us, until thou hast reached thy present pros- 
perity ; and now thou art departing, not thyself only, bnt with all 
thy property. By the Lord that shall not be! And he said, If 1 
relinquish my property will ye leave me free to depart? And they 
agreed thereto. So he parted with all his goods. And when 
that was told unto Mahomet, he said, Verily Suheib hath traf- 
ficked TO PROFIT." Another version states that when on his 
flight he was pursued by the Meccans, he turned round on his 
camel and swore that if they persisted he would shoot every 
arrow in his quiver at them, and then take to his sword. So 
they, knowing him to be one of the best archers in Mecca, left 
him and returned. 

Suheib had some humour. After his flight he reached Medina 
in the season of fresh dates; and being weary and hungry, he 
commenced devouring them eagerly. But lie suffered from oph- 
thalmia in one of his eyes, and the Prophet asked why he ate 
dates as they were injurious to that disease; he replied. Verily I 
am eating them on the side only of the eye that is well; and the 
Prophet smiled tliereat. Suheib then asked Abu Bakr why they 
had deserted and left him at Mecca to be imprisoned, adding that 
“ he had been forced to buy his life with his wealth ;” whereupon 
Mahomet made use of the weighty saying in the text. Upon the 
same occasion was produced Sura ii. 207 : — AtuI of men there is 
one who buyeth his life, through the desire of those things that be 
pleasing unto God, &c. Kdtib al Wdekidi, p. 223. He died A. II. 33, 
aged seventy, and was buried at Back!, tlie cemetery of Medina. 

• Yusir belonged to a tribe in Yemen of the Madhij or Cahliln 
stock. He with two brothers visited Mecca to seek out their 
maternal relatives. Instead of returning to Yemen he remained 
behind with his {latran Abu Hodzeifa, who gave him in marriage 
his slave girl Sommeya. She bore to liim Ammar (freed by Aub 
Hodzeifa) and ^Vtidallah. 
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The following incident will illustrate at once the 
anxiety of Mahomet to gain over the principal men of 


“After Yflsir” Sommeya married Azrack, a Greek alave, belong- 
ing to a man of Taif, and to him she bore Salma. It is not easy to 
explain this, for at the time referred to in the text (i.«. G14 or 
615 A.D.) Y4sir was alive, and is mentioned as having with his 
wife joined the cause of Mahomet and suffered severe persecution. 
Tlie second marriage of Sommeya, and the birth of Salma, were 
consequently after this jxiriod. But Ainmiir, her son by Yusir, 
was at lejist one year (perhaps four) older than Maliomet; that is 
he was now at least forty-six years of age. Consequently, his 
mother (who had moreover borne to Yusir a sou, Iloreitli, ohler 
than Ammar, Katib al Wackidi, p. 227), must have been at this 
time sixty years old. Yet we are to believe that she married, 
and bore a son, after that age 1 

The Secretary of Wickidi has a tradition that Sommeya 
suffered martyrdom at the hands of Abu Jahl: — ^ 

# ^ ^ I , 111 AsV> “ And 

(after a day of persecution) teben it was evening, Abu Jahl came 
and abused Sommeya, and used filthy language towards her, and 
stabbed (or reviled?) her, and killed her. And she was the first 
martyr in Islam, — excepting Bilal, who counted not his life dear unto 
him in the service of the Lord; so that they tied a rope about his 
neck and made the children run backwards and forwards, pulling 
him between the two hills of Mecca (Abu Cobcis and Ahraar, marg. 
gloss.); and Bilal kept saying. One, One! only God!” Katib al 
Wackidi, p. 224. 

The story of this martyrdom is certainly apocryphal. I. This 
is the only place we find it mentioned in the early biographers ; 
whereas had it really occurred, it would hare been trumpeted 
forth by every collector and biographer in innumerable tradi- 
tions and versions. There is certainly no danger of the perils 
and losses of the early Moslems being under-estimated or lost 
sight of- by tradition. II. The tendency to exaggerate persecu- 
tion would readily lead the descendants of the family to attribute 


Digitized by Google 




\ 

% 

IV.] Story of the Blind Man. 127 

'* 

the Coreish, and when he was rejected, the readiness \ 

with which he turned to the poor and uninfluential. \ 


Sommeya’s death (wliich we may conclude happened before the 
Uegira) to Abu Jahl'a ill treatment, with which it had probably 
little or nothing to do. See Introduction, p. lx, Canon II. b. The 
double signification of the word {abuse and slabbing) may 

have formed a starting point for tlie story. The manner in 
which it was subsequently expanded and embellished will be seen 
by a reference to Sale’s note on Sura xvi. p. 100. HI. The 
desire to heap contumely on Abu Jahl would lead to the same 
result. Introduction, p. Iviii., Canon I. o. IV. Bilil, in the above 
extract, is also noticed as the first martyr, though he long sur- 
vived tliese persecutions, and died a natural death. This certainly 
is in favour of a metaphorical and not an exact and literal inter- 
pretation of the passage. V. The chronological difficulty, above 
stated, still remains. Repeated traditions speak of Yusir, Som- 
meya, and Ammur (Father, Mother, and Son), being all tormented 
together, and in that predicament seen by Mahomet as he passed 
by, Katib al Wdekidi, p. 227^; and the manner in which this is 
mentioned clearly implies that Sommeya was at the time the wife 
of Yilsir. Yet “ aflw Yfisir” (apparently after his death) she mar- 
ried Azrack. How then are we to understand that she died under 
persecution? It may be suggested (1), that her marriage with 
Azrack was a previous interlude in her married life with Yfisir, to 
whom she again returned as wife j but this is unlikely and is not 
the natural meaning of the expressions used; — or (2), that her 
marriage to Azrack and her martyrdom may have occurred at a 
later period. But this, too, is out of the question ; for she bore 
Azrack a son, and must have survived the period of hot persecu- 
tion. On the whole the evidence for the martyrdom is totally 
insufficient. Azrack belonged to Tfiif, and was one of the slaves 
who at the siege of that city (some fifteen years later), fied over 
to Mahomet's camp. It is natural to conclude that Sommeya, 
after Yfislr’s death, married Azrack, and lived at Tfiif. 

Some accounts represent Ammfir as one of the emigrants to 
Abyssinia, but others state this to be doubtful. He was killed in 
the battle of Siffin, A.H. 37, aged ninety-one or ninety-four. He 
was at one period appointed, by Omar, Governor of Cufa. 
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“ The Prophet was engaged in deep converse with 
the Chief Walid; for he greatly coveted Ids con- 
version. Then a blind man Abdallah ibn Omra 
Maktum chanced to pass that way, and asked to 
hear the Coran. And Mahomet was displeased at 
the interruption, and spake roughly unto him. 
Other men like'wise came up and still farther occu- 
pied his attention. So he turned from the blind 
man frowningly, and left him.”* But the heart of 
Mahomet smote him, because he had thus slighted 
one whom God perhaps had chosen, and paid court 
to one whom God had reprobated. As usual the 
vivid conception of the moment is framed into a 
divine Revelation,’ which at once affords reUef to 
his own mind, and ample amends to the neglected 
enquirer. — 

Sura LXXX. 

The Prophet frowned and turned aside, 

Because tlie Blind man came to him. 

And what shall cause thee to know whether haply he may not 
he purified? 

Or whether he might not be admonished, and the Admonilion 
profit him ? 

As for the Man that is rich. 

Him thou receivest graciously; 

And it is not thy concern that he is not purified. 

But he that cometh unto thee earnestly enquiring. 

And trembling anxiously. 

Him dost thou neglect. 

Nay! but it (the Coran) is an Admonition; 

And he thafwilleth remembereth the same, &c. 


* Jfishami, p. 113. 
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The jealousy and enmity of the Coreish were Persccmiotl 
aggravated by the continued success of the new slaves, 
sect, which now numbered more than fifty followers. 

The brunt of their wrath fell upon the .converted 
slaves, as well as upon the strangers and believers 
of the lower classes who had no patron or protector. 

These were seized and imprisoned; or they were 
exposed, in the glare of the mid-day sun, upon the 
scorching gravel of the Meccan valley.* The tor- 
ment was enhanced by intolerable thirst, until the 
wretched sufferers hardly knew what they said.f 
If under this torture they reviled Mahomet and 
acknowedged the idols of Mecca, they were refreshed 
by di’aughts of water brought for the purpose to 
the spot, and then taken to their homes. BilAl 
alone escaped the shame of recantation. In the 
depth of his anguish, the persecutors could force 
from him but one expre.ssion, — Ahad! Ahad! 

“ One, One, only God!” On such an occasion, J 

• M. Ciiussin de Perceval, in here rendering the two Arabic 
words Ramd-hA and Bat-hd as names of places, has made a 
curious and for him a rare mistake. Vol. i. p. 386. The words 
signify “ gravel,” and “ valley.” 

t It is added that they used to encase them in coats of mail. 

The torture thtis inflicted by the heated metal can lie understood 
only by those who know the power of a tropical sun beating upon 
arid sand and rocks.’ There is however .a constant tendency to 
magnify these sufferings, a™/ ice have m check. See Introduction, 

Canon II. B. 

t Abu Bakr paid for him seven (according to others five) 
owckeas. When it was told to Mahomet he said, “ Wilt thou give 

VOL. II. s • 
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ConyertB 
pennittcd to 
dissemble. 


Ahu Bakr passed by, and secured the liberty of 
conscience to the faithful slave by purchasing his 
freedom. Soihe of the others retained the scars of 
sores and wounds thus inflicted to the end of their 
lives. Khobab and Amm&r used to exhibit with 

t 

pride and exultation the marks of their suffering and 
constancy to a wondering generation, in which 
glory and success had well nigh effaced the memory 
of persecution.* 

Towards those who under such trying circum- 
stances renounced their faith, Mahomet exhibited 
much commiseration. He even encouraged them 
to dissemble in order that they might escape the tor- 

me a share in him?” To which Abu Baer replied that he could 
not because he had already released him. Kdlib at Wdch'di, 
p. 224. Hish&mi gives tlie following particulars. Waraca used 
to pass by while Bilid was being tormented, and intended to buy 
him. At last Abu Baer, whose house was in the same quarter, 
said to his master, — Dost thou not fear God that thou treatest the 
poor creature thus? “ Nay,” replied his master, “ it is thou that 
hast perverted him; it is for thee to deliver him from this plight.” 
55o Abu Bakr bargained to give for him another black slave, much 
stronger than Bil&l. Hishdmi, p. 89. 

Abu Bakr bought and freed, be.side.s Bilal, six male and female 
slaves, converts to Islam. His father, seeing that they were all 
poor weak creatures, told him that he h.ad much better redeem 
able-bodied men who wmdd be fit to help his cause; but Abu 
B.akr replied that heh.ad done as God had put it in his heart to do. 

* Besides these two, the names of five others arc given amongst 
those who suffered severe j>crsecution of this nature : viz. Suheib, 
Amr ibn Foheira, Abu Fokeiha, and the father and mother of 
Amm^. For the vain-glorious boasting of Ammar, see K&ttb al 
Wdkidi, p, 227 J; and of Khobab, who displ.ayed his scars before 
Omar when Caliph, Ihid. p. 2104- 
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ment. The prophet happening to pass by Amm&r, 
as he sobbed and wiped his eyes, enquired of him 
what was the matter: “Evil; Oh Prophet! They 
would not let me go until I had abused thee, and 
spoken well of their gods.” But how dost thou find 
thy heart f “ Secure and steadfast in the faith.” 

Then, replied Mahomet, if they repeat their cruelty, 
repeat thou aho, thy words. A special exception 
for such unwilling deniers of Islam, was even pro- 
vided in the Coran.* 

Mahomet himself was safe under the shadow of Mahomet safe 
the respected and now venerable Abu Talib, who Taiib’s 
though unconvinced by the claims of the Prophet, 
scrupulously acknowledged those of the kinsman, and 
withstood resolutely every approach of the Coreish 
to detach him from his guardianship. 

Abu Bakr, too, and those who could claim Position of th« 
affinity with any powerful family of Mecca, though ncctes with 

11, 11 1 infiaential 

exposed perhaps to contumely and reproach, were families, 
generally secure from personal injury. The chi- 
valrous feeling which makes common cause among 
the members and connections of an Arab family, and 


* See Sura xvi. p. 106. Whoever denieth God after that he hath 
believed (excepting niii wno is forciblt compelled tueketo, his 

HEART REMAINING STEADFAST IN THE FAlTu) On SUCh restcth the IVraih 

of God. See also Sura xxxix. p. 53, where repentant apostates 
from Islam (“ those who have transgressed against their own souls”) 
are cxiiorted not to despair of the mercy of Gi.k 1. The story of 
Ammar is given from various sources by the KiMib al Wackidi, 
p. 227^, and seems authentic. 
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First ciiiigra- 
tion to Abys- 
fiiiiia, A.D. 
615 . 


arouses the fiery impetuosity of all against the 
injurers of one, deterred the enemies of Islam fi’om 
open and violent persecution.* Such immimity, 
however, depended in part on the good will of the 
convert’s family and friends. Where the entire 
family or tribe were inimical to the new religion, 
there would always be the risk of insult and injury. 
Thus, when the Bani Makhzfim were minded to 
chastise Walld (among others of their munber) for 
joining Islam, they repaired to his brother Hishibu, 
a violent opposer of the Prophet, and demanded his 
permission; this he readily gave, but added, — 
Beware of killing him ; for if ye do, I shall verily 
slay in his stead the chiefest among yuw.f 

To escape these indignities, and the danger of 
perversion, Mahomet now recommended »Buch of his 
followers as were without protection, to seek an 
asylum in a foreign land. Yonder, pointing to the 
west, lieth a country wherein no one is icronged: — a 
land of righteousness. Depart thither; and there 
remain until it pleaseth the Lord to open you ' way 
before you. Abyssinia was well known to the 
Meccans as a market for the goods of Arabia; and 


• See a notice of this state of society in cliap>. iv. of the 
Introduction, p. eexliii. 

t Hish&mi, p. 91. Walid and Hishamwere sons of the famous 
Walid ibu al Moghira, already mentioned us one of the cliief men 
of Mecca, and a violent opponent of Miihouiet. 
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the Court of the Najashy (or king,) was the ordi- 
nary destination of one of their annual caravans.* 

In the month of Rajab, in the fifth year of Ma- 
homet's ministry, f eleven men, some mounted, 
some on foot, and four of them accompanied by 
their wives, set out for the port of Shueiba where 
finding two vessels about to sail, they embarked in 
haste, and were conveyed to Abyssinia for half a 
dinar a-piece. The Meccans are said to have pur- 
sued them, but they had already left the port. 

Among the emigrants were Othm^ son of Aifiln , 
followed by his wife Rockeya the Prophet’s daughter, 
and Abd al Rahm^, both as merchants already 
perhaps acquainted with the country. The youths 
Zobeir and Musib were also of the number. The 
party was headed by OthncAn son of Matzfin, as 
its leader.§ They met with a kind reception fi-ora 
the Najilshy and his people. The period of exile 
was passed in peace and in comfort 

This is termed the first “ hegira” or flight to Bearing and 
Abyssinia, as distinguished from the later and more this cmigra- 

tion. 

• “ Then Mahomet gave commandment to them to go forth to 
the land of Abyssinia. Now a just king was tlicrc, Al Najashy. 

It was a land with which the Coreish used to do merchandize, 
because they found therein abundance of food, protection, and 
good traffic.” Tabari, p. 127. 

t November, 615 A.D., by the calculations of M. Caussin de 
Perceval. 

♦ /tt xv A the ancient port of Mecca, not far from Jiddali. 

§ &e Kdtil) al Wtklcidi, p. 38J ; Tabari, p. 127 ; Hishdmi, p. 91 ; 

Sprenger, p. 182j ;md Caussin de. Perceval, vol. i. 388. 
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extensive einigi'ation thither. On this occasion the 
emigrants were few, but the part they acted was of 
deep importance in the history of Isl&m. It con- 
vinced the Meccans of the sincerity and resolution 
of the converts, and proved their readiness to undergo 
any loss and any hardship rather than abjure the 
faith of Mahomet. A bright example of self-denial 
was exhibited to the believers generally, who were 
led to regard peril and exile in “ the cause of God,” 
as a glorious privilege and distinction. It suggested 
that the hostile attitude of their fellow citizens, 
together with the purity of their own faith, might 
secure for them witliin the limits of Arabia itself a 
sympathy and hospitality as cordial as that afforded 
by the Abyssinians ; and thus it gave birth to the 
idea of a greater “hegira,” the emigration to Medina. 
Finally, it turned the attention of Mahomet more 
closely and more favourably to the Christian religion. 
If an Arab asylum had not at last offered itself at 
Medina, the Prophet himself might have emigrated 
to Abyssinia, and Mohametanism might have 
dwindled, like Montanism, into an ephemeral 
Christian heresy. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO CHAPTER FOURTH. 


The Coran, during 'the period reviewed in this Chapter. 

To complete the view of Islam and its Prophet during the SubjtwiM and 
period to which this chapter relates, it is needful that we should the Coran throw 

. 1 . - on Maho- 

exanune the portions of the Coran given forth m it; for their mefa hiatoiy. 

purport, and even their style, will throw an important light upon 

the inner, as well as the external, struggles of Mahomet * 

To the two or three years intervening between the commission a change otaerr- 
to preach and the first emigration to Abyssinia, may be assigned period?''”***’** 
about twenty of the Suras as they now stand. During even this 
short time a marked change may be traced both in the sentiments 
and the composition of the Coran.* 

At first, like a mountain stream, the current dashes headlong, oradnai decline 
pure, wild, impetuous. Such are the fragments described, and '* *”'* "'’''**' 
quoted, in the Third chapter. As we advance, the style be- 
comes calmer and more uniform; yet ever and anon a tumultu- 
ous rhapsody, like the unexpected cataract, interposes thrilling 
words of ardent conviction and fervid aspiration.l Advancing 
still, though the dancing stream sometimes sparkles and the foam 
deceives the eye, we trace a rapid decline in the vivid energy of 


* The Saras of this period consist of about twenty. Their supposed 

order will be given in an Appendix. 

t Throughout this period wc find the some wild oaths, noticed in the 
earlier Suras, constantly recurring. See Suras Ixxxi., Ixxxiv., Ixxxri., 
XXXV., Ixxvii., Ixxv., Ixx., 40, Ivi., 47. See above p.I21, note *. 
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natural in.spiration, and even the mingling with it of grosser ele- 
ments. There is yet, indeed, a wide difference from the turbid, 
tame, and sluggish course of later days ; hut the tendency towards 
it cannot be mistaken. The decay of life is now supplied by arti- 
ficial expedients. Elaborate periods, and the measured cadence of 
a rhyming prose, convey too often only tmmeaning truisms or 
silly fiction. Although we still meet with powerful reasonings 
against idolatry, and the burning words of a living faith, yet the 
chief substance of the Coran V>cgins to be composed of native 
legends expanded bj’ the Prophet’s imagination; pictures of 
heaven and hell, the resurrection and the judgment day; and 
dramatic scenes in which the righteous and the damned, angels, 
genii and infernal spirits, converse in language framed adroitly as 
arguments in the cause of Mahomet. 

nit .snnu become The Suras gradually extend in length. In the preceding stage 

longer. ^ whole Siu^a seldom exceeds the quarter of a page. In the 

present period a simple Sura occupies one, and sometimes two 
pages.* 


Thenry of iniri- theory of inspiration is more fully developed. The 

Almighty, from whom Ilevelation alone proceeds, is the sole 
authority also for its collection, recitation, and correct explanation. 
On these points Mahomet mu.«t wait for heavenly direction. He 


• It U interesting to watch the grailiinl lengthening of the Snras. FlugerB 
beautiful quarto eilition forms an excellent standard for doing so. The number 
of verses, from their varying length, is not an exact test; but that of the lines and 
pages of the printed volume is. The twenty-two Saras first revealed con- 
tain ail average of only Jive tines each. The next twenty Suras, (those re- 
ferred to in the present chapter,) sixteen lines ; while some of them comprise 
nearly two pages, each of liventg-tKO tines. From this period to the Hegira, 
the average length of the fifty Saras revealed is throe pages and nine lines; 
some lieing seven and eight, and one nearly twelve pages long. The average 
length of the twenty-one Sums given forth after the Hegira is five pages; 
the longest is Sura Baer (ii.) which has 22J pages. The iii. iv. and v. Suras 
have 14 j, 13), and 11, pages respectively. 

Up to within a short time of the emigration to Medina, the Suras appear 
to have been produced generally entire at one time, as we now find them. 
Sulwequently it hccainc Mahomet’s practice to throw together, according 
to their subject matter, verses given forth at various times, — which is one 
reason why the later Suras arc of such great length. See [i. viL chap, t of 
the Jntroiluction. 
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nnist not be hasty in repeating the Divine word.s, for “the Coran 
is revealed bi/ a gradual revelation;'* and it is the prerogative of the 
Lord to prescribe what shall be remembered, and what forgotten.f 
How much soever the Prophet may have sincerely believed, or 
persuaded himself to believe, that this regulating inducnce was 
exercised by the Deity, the doctrine offered an irresistible tempta- 
tion to suit the substance of the Coran to the varying necessities 
of the hour. It led eventually to the open assertion (which so 
damaged his cause in tlie eyes of unbelievers) that where two 
passages were irreconcilably opposed in their meaning, the earlier 
was abrogated by the later. 

Notwithstanding this apparent fallibility, we begin to find a 
disposition to claim for the Coran a superstitious reverence by 
ascribing to it not Divine inspiration only, but a heavenly original. 
“ Truly, it is the glorious Coran, in the pbe.sekved tablet.’'! 

“ It is an admonition in reveroi pages; 

Kxalted, pure; 

W ritten by scribes honorable and jn8L”§ 

• * * • 


• 'hyjo Ujy yerily, WB tend down the. 

Coran by degrees unto thee. The Oordoo translation of Abd ul Cidir lias 
— “ slowly and gently.” 

t “ We shall cause thee to rehearse (the Revelation,) and thou shalt not 
forget, excepting that which the Lord shall please; for He knoweth that 
which is public and that which is hid; and We shall facilitate unto thee 
that which is ea.sy.” Sura Ixxxvii. 6, 7. 

In another passage, Mahomet is thus addressed by the Deity; — “And 
more not thy tongue in the repetition of the Coran, that thou sbouldest be 
hasty therewith. Verily npon Us devolveth the collection thereof, and the 
recitation thereof; and when Wb shall have recited it unto thee, then follow 
thou the recitation thereof. Farther, upon Us devolveth the explanation 
thereof.” Sura Ixxv. 17-19. So in a latter Sura, we find the following verse: 
— “ And be not hasty in reciting the Coran, before that the revelation thereof 
hath been completed. And say. Oh Lord! increase knowledge unto me!" 
Sura XX. 112. 

t Sura l.xxxT. 21. Meaning according to Sale’s paraphrastic translation, 
— “ the original whereof is written in a table kept in Heaven." 

§ Snra Ixxx. 13, 14. " Being transcribctl from the preserved table, kept 
pure and uncomipletl from the hands of evil spirits *tid touched only by 
the Angela.” Zamaltshari, as quoted bv Sale. The Scribes apparently mean 
the Angels. 

VOL. II. T 


A heavenly 
oriffintU uuigned 
to rhe Coran. 


Suras IxTi, and 
rerii. 
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Gabriel, the Holy Spirit. 


[cHAr. 


The "holyepirlt/ 
came to eifcntiy 
Gabriel. 


Vlelone of 
Gabriel. 


Verily We eauscd it to deiiceml on the Night of Power, 

Ami what shall make thee to know what the Nioht of Powbb is? 

The Night of Power cxcellcth a thoqsand months: 

On it the Angels and the Spieit descend by their Lord’s command npon 
every errand. 

It is Peace until the breaking of the Mom.* 

It. is not clear what ideas Mahomet at the first attached to 
“ the Spirit" here spoken of.'f They were perhaps indefinite. It 
was a phrase he had heard used, but with different meanings, by 
the Jews and Christians. That “ the Holy Ghost” (however 
interpreted) was intended by the term, appears probable from the 
repeated use, though at a later date, of the expression — “ Ood 
strengthened Him (Jesus) by the Holy Spirit."^ But eventually 
there can be no doubt that the “ Holy Spirit," in the acceptation 
of Mahomet, came to signify the Angel Gabriel. He had learned, 
and he believed, that Jesus was “ bom of the Virgin Mary, by the 
power of tlie Holy Ghost ;" and either knowingly rejecting the 
divinity of that blessed Person, or imperfectly informed as to His 
nature, he seems to have confounded Gabriel announcing the con- 
ception, with the Holy Spirit that overshadowed Mary. The two 
expressions became, in the phraseology of the Coran, synonymous. 

Gabriel, the “ Spirit,” was the Messenger that communicated 
to Mahomet the words of God, and sometimes appeared to him 


* Thus abruptly does the xcvii. Sura open and dote. It U a fragment of 6ve 
vcTses only. That which Gofl is said in the first verso to have tout down in 
this night may cither signify, with Sale and the commentators, the Coran ; 
or more probably a clear and vivid view of Divine truth which that night 
burst upon his mind. The “ Night of Power” is the famous LaiUu at Cadr, 
of which so much has been made in after days. 

f The only two other places in which “ the Spirit” is mentioned in the re- 
velations of this period, are Suras Ixxxviii. 37 ; and but. 5. In both “ the 
Spirit” is, in connection with the Angels, alluded to ns present at the Day of 
Judgment. 

tSee Sura ii. 87. 254 -cl?La^\ ^..-1 ^ 

^ • — the expression is the siune in both passages. 

So Sura iTiii. 22: “He hatli strengthenetl them (believers) with His Spirit** 
j — In later periods of the Comn the same F(t 6 is used 

to imply the communication of sujiernatural help, as by Angels in battle; 
Siira ix. 42, vii. 65, iii. 13, viit. 25. 
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iu a material form. The traditional account of the vision of 
Gabriel at the commencement of his inspiration, has been noticed 
in the preceding chapter. It is perhaps to this apparition the 
Prophet alludes in an early Sura of the present period: — 

And I swear by the Star that is retrograde; Sura Uxxi, 

By that which goeth forward, and that which disappearcth ; 

By the Kight when it closeth in. 

By the Mom when it hreoketh ! 

I swear that this verily is the word of an honoared Messenger; 

Powerful ; and, iu presence of the Lord of the Throne, of great dignity : 

Obeyed there and faithful. 

And yonr Companion is not mad. 

Tmly he hath seen him in the clear Horizon; 

And he entertaincth not suspicion regarding tlic Unseen; 

Neither is this the word of a rejected* Devil. 

Whither then are ye going? 

Verily this is no other than an Admonition to all creatures,- 

To him amongst you that willcth to walk uprightly. 

But ye shall not will, unless the Lord willcth — The Lord of Creation If 

The concluding verses show that Mahomet alre^y contem- Growth of tbo 
plated his mission as embracing the whole world. But the vivid predestination, 
conviction of its heavenly origin contrasted strangely with the 
apathy and unbelief around liim; and hence is springing up a 
belief in the Divine decree of election and reprobation, which 
alone could account for these spiritmil phenomena ; — ye shall not 
will unless the Lord willeth.X Again in the very strength of the 
asseveration that ho was not deceived, and that his inspiration was 
not that of a “ rejected devil,” do we not trace the symptoms of a 
lurking suspicion that all might possibly not be right ? 

The teaching of the Coran is, up to this stage, very simple Teaching and 
Behef in the Unity of God, and in Mahomet as Ilis messenger, in 


* Literally driven and therefore unable to ovcT'bcar the i^rcts of 

Heaven. 

f Sura IxxxL tt. 15 to end. 

X We find the doctrine of predestination appearing in almost the same 
words in another Sura of this period« Verily this is a Warning. And whoso 
wdUth take.th the way xmto his Lord; and ye shail not will unless GodunlUth, 
for God is knoiviny and wise. He eauseth such as He trilleth to enter into 
His Mercy. But as for the UnjusU He hath prepared for them a grUvous 
punishment. Sura IxxvL v. 25 to end. 
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tbo resurrection of the dead, and retribution of tliegood and evil,* 
are perhaps the sole doctrines insisted upon; and the only duties 
to be observed, prayerf and charity, honesty in weights and 
measures, { truthfulness in testimony, chastity, § and the faithful 
observance of covenants. 

It is doubtful whether, at this jxjriod, Mahomet inculcated the 
rites of the Meccan system as divine. The absence of allusion to 
them inclines to tlie opinion that they formed at least no part of 
his positive tcacliing. There was at any rate a clear and con- 
clusive renunciation of idolatry : — 

suHA ax. 

Say, Oil, yc unbelievers! 

I worship not that which ye worship, — 

And ye do not worship that which I worsliip. 

I shall never worship that which yc worship, — 

Neither will ye worship that which I worship. 

To you be your Religion; to me my Religion. 

* 8ura Ixx. 2G. 

f Ixxvi. 7, 25: Ixx. 23-33. The tiniM of prayer are as yet only men- 
tioned gctierally as Morning, Evening, and Night. 

X Sura Ixxxiii. 1-5; Iv. 8. The former opens with a fine philippic 
against (hose who defraud in weights and measures. **Whai! do ihe$€ think 
that they shall not be raised, on the great day! The day on which mankind 
shall stand before, the. Lord of all creatures f ” 

§ Sura Ixx. 29-32. Among other features of the Believer, his chastity is 
thus described. 

—And they are continent, 

Except as regardeth their Wives, and that which their right hands 
jwsscss : — 

For ill rcs|>cct of them they shall he blameless. 

But he that lustetli after more than that, verily they are the transgressors. 

It w to be especially noted that at this early period Maliomet, (according 
apparently to the loose custom of the coiftitiy,) admitted slave girls to be lawful 
concubines, liesidcs ordinary wives. liond women with whom cohabitation is 
thus approved arc here specified by the same phrase as that afterwards used at 
Medina for female slaves taken cajitive in war, or obtained by purchase, viz. 
that which your right hands possess. The principle w'as not at this lime 
abu.sod by Mahomet himself, for he was now living chastely with a single 
wife of advanced age. Though therefore the license was in after days 
largely taken advantage of !>oth for his own indulgence, and as holding ont 
an inducenseut to his followers to fight in the liope of capturing females who 
would then be lawful concubines us “that which tbeir right hand |K>sscs.sed.** 
yet these w'cre not the original motives for the rule. It Was in fact one of 
the earliest compromises or adaptations, hy which Mahomet fitted his system 
to the us-iges and wants of ihojic about him. 
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This Sura is said to have been revealed when the aged Walid 
presse<l Mahomet to the compromise that his God should be 
worshipped in conjunction with tlieir deities, or alternately every 
year.* Whatever the occasion, it breathes a spirit of uncompro- 
mising hostility to idolatry. 

The vivid pictures of Heaven and Hell, placed to increase their nic p«niducof 
effect in close juxtaposition, are now painted in colours of material 
joy and torment; which, however to our conceptions absurd and 
childish, were well calculated to effect a deep impression upon 
the simple Arab mind. Rest and passive enjoyment; verdant 
gardens watered by murmuring rivulets, wherein tlie believers 
clothed in garments of green silk and brocades with silver orna- 
ments, repose beneath the wide-spreading shade upon couches 
well furnished witli cushions and carpets, drink the sweet waters 
of the fotmtain, and quaff aromatic wine (such as the Arab loved) 
placed in goblets before them, or handed round in silver cups 
resplendent as glass by beautiful youths; while clusters of fruit 
hang close and invite the hand to gatlier them; — such is the 
frequently repeated and glowing scene, framed to captivate the 
inhabitant of tlie thirsty and sterile Mccca.f 

And another element is soon added to complete the Paradise of The Hoiriee of 
the pleasure-loving Arab: — 

Verily for the Pious is a blissful abode; 

Gardens and Vineyards,' 

And Damsels with swelling bosoms, of an equal age, 

And a hill cnp.^ 

In the oft described shady garden “ with fruits and meats, and 
beakers of wine causing not the head to ache, neither disturbing 
the reason,” these damsels of Paradise are introduced as “ lovely 
large-eyed Girls, ^ resembling pearls hidden in their shells, a reward 


• Uithimi, p. 79; Tabari, p. 139. 

t lliesc descriptions arc literally copied from the Coran. Cnf. Suras 
lxx.VTiii. 8; Ix-t.xiii. 22; Ixxvii. 41; Ixxvl 12. The wiuc is in one passage 
sgxiken of as sealed with musk, and spiced with ginger. 

t Sura lx.\viii. 30. 

§ “Hurics.” Sura lii. 20; Ivi. 24. This is the earliest mention of the 
llourics, or black-eyed Girls of Paradise, so famous in the Mahometan 
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for that which the faithful have wrought. * * Verily we have 

created them of a rare creation ; we have made i)wm Virgins^ fiitci- 
natingy of an equal age.'' 

Fftrtiier dmTip- Thc following pas6a^ will illustrate the artiiicial style and 

tlon ot P*r»dtoe, , . . , . , i ^ .. , . . . 

unworthy matcnalism, into which the fire of early inspiration 

was now degenerating. It is taken from a psalm with a fixed 

alternating versiclc tlirougliout, quaintly addressed in the dual 

number both to Men and Genii. To suit the rhyme the objects 

are introduced in pairs, excepting the Damsels, whose number 

may not thus be limited. 

Sura h. • • * 'pjjjg jg udj ^hich the wicked denyj 

They shall pass to and fro between the same and scalding Water. 
Which then ef the Signs of your Lord will ye deny T 
Bat to him that dreadetb the appearing of his Lord, there shall be two 
Gardens. 

Which then of the Signs of your Lord will ye deny t 
Planted with shady trees, 

WTiicA then of the Signs of your Lord will ye deny t 
Through each of them shall two fountains How, 

then of the Signs of your Lord will ye deny! 

And in each shall there be of erery frait two kinds, 
then of the Signs of your Lord will ye deny f 
They shall repose on brocadc^lined Carpets, the fruits of tlie two gardens 
hanging close by, 

Which then of the Signs of yowr Zard will ye. deny f 
In them shall be modest Girls, refraining their looks, whom before them 
no Han shall have deflowered, neither any Genius, 

' then of the Signs of your Lord wiil ye deny f 

Like as if they were rabies or pearls.* 


sv stem, and which other crewhs have singled out as Uic distinguishing feature 
of Islutn. They were not thought of, nt least not introduced into the revela- 
tion^ fill four or fire years after Mahomet l«d assumed the office of Prophet. 

* Sura Ir. 43, &c. The aboro is the reward of the highest class of bo- 
lievers. Another set of gardens and females is immediately after described 
for thc common faithful 

And besides these, there shall be two other Gardens, 

Which dten of the Sigru of your Lsyrd will ye deny t 
Of a dark green. 

Which then of the Signs of your Jxrrd will ye deny f 

In each, two Fountains of welling Water. 

Which then of the Signs of your Lord will ye deny f 
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It is very remarkablo tliat the notices in the Coran of this The nflriee 

■n y, ^ , rerealed when 

voluptuous Paradise are almost entirdv confined to a tirae when, Mahomet iiTed 

1 ^ 1 e> t • y • w« 1 chastely with 

whatever the tendency of his desires, Mahomet was living chaste KhAdija alone, 
and temperate with a single wife of threescore years of age.* » 

Gibbon characteristically observes that “ Mahomet has not speci- 
fied the male companions of the female elect, lest he should either 
alann tlie jealousy of the former husbands, or disturb their felicity 
by the suspicion of an everlasting marriage.” The remark, made 
in raillery, is pregnant with reason, and aims a fatjil blow (if any 
were needed) at the Paradise of Islam. Faithful w'oraen will renew 
their youth in heaven as well as faithful men ; w'hy should not 


In each fruits, and the Palm and the Fomegranato. 

Which Men of the Signs of gour Lord will ye deny f 
In them shall be Women, amiable, lovely; 

Which then of the Signs of your Lord will ye deny f 
Large-eyed Honries kept within Pavilions; 

Which then of the Signs of your Lord will ye dtnyf 
Whom no Man shall have deflowered before them, nor any Genius; 

Which then of the Signs of your Lord wiUyt denyf 
The Relievers shall recline upon green rugs, and lovely carpets, 

Which then of the Signs of your Lord will ye denyi 

So at a somewhat later date; — “And close unto the believers shall bo 
modest damsels refraining their looks, like ostrich eggs delicately covered.** 
Sura xxxvii. 49. In a passage of the same period, the faithful are said to 
be “ married** to these “ large-eyed Houries.** Sura xliv. 53. See also Sura 
xxxviil S3. 

In four other places of a still later date, and probably afier Khadija’s 
death, the Wives of believers (their proper wives of this world apparently) 
are spoken of as entering into paradise with their husbands. Did Mahomet 
deem it possible that the earthly wives might still remain united to their 
husbands in Paradise, in spite of their new black-eyed rivals? Suras xxxvi. 
55; xliii. 63; xiii. 25; xl. 9. 

• It is note-worthy that in the Medina Snras, that is in all the volu- 
minous revelations of the ten years following the Hegira, women arc only 
twice referred to as constitnting one of the delights of Paradise; and on 
both occasions in these simple words; — and to them (believers,) Mere shall be 
therein pure wives. Sura ii. 25; iv. 55. Was it that the soul of Mahomet 
had at that period no longings after what he had then even to satiety the 
enjoyment of? Or that a closer contact with Jewish principles and morality 
repressed the budding pruriency of the Revelation, and covered with merited 
confusion the picture of his sensual Paradise wliich had been drawn at 
Mecca? * 
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The nell of the 
Coran. 


Son h4. 


TJireatu of tem- 
ponU Jadffmcnt, 


Sora< IxrvH. 

iTTtiii. nnd IxU. 


their good works merit an equal ami analogous reward ? But 
Mahomet shrank from this legitimate conclusion. 

The Hell of Mahomet is no less material and gross than his 
Heaven. The drink of the damned is boiling water and filthy 
corruption. When cast into the they hear it roar wildly like 
the braying of an ass. “ Hell boilcth over, it almost bursteth 
with fury: the smoke, rising in three columns, aflbrdeth neither 
shade nor protection, but castelh forth great sparks like castles, 
or as it were yellow camels.”* 

* * And the companions of the Left Hand, how miserable theyl 
In scorching Blasts, and scalding Water, 

And the shade of Smoke 
That is not cold nor is it grateful. 

Verily before that, they lived in Pleasure; 

And they were bent upon great Wickedness. 

And they used to say, 

What ! after we have died and become dust and bones, shall we be raised f 
Or our Fathers that preceded usf 
Sat, yea, verily, the Former and the Latter 

Shall be gathered at the time of the appointed Day. 

Then shall you, oh ye that err and reject the Truth! 

Eat as.<inredly of the Tree of Zackkux, 

Filling your bellies therewith, 

And drinking thereupon boiling water, 

As a thirsty Came) drinketh. 

This shall be your entertainment on the Day of Reckoning! 

Sura Ivi. 42-68. 

The menace of a nearer vengeance in this life begins to loom 
darkly, forth, yet mingled mysteriously with the threats of the 
, Judgment-day and Hell, thus: — 

♦ * The Day of separation I 

And what shall moke thee know what the Dat op Separation meaneth? 
Woe on that day unto the dcuiers of the Truth! 

What! Have we not destroyed the former Nations? 

Wherefore we shall cause the latter to follow them. 

Thus shall we deal with the wickid People! 

Woe on that day unto the dcuiers of the Truth.f 


• Sec Suras Ixxxviii. 1; l.xxviiu 23; IxxviL 30; IxviL 6. 
f Sura Ixxvil 13, 19, 
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• * • Verilv, we warn you of a f auiuUment close at hand, — 

The day whereon a man shall see that which hie hands have wrought; 

And the unbelievers shall say, Oh ! woulJ that I mere dust 

• • • What! are ye secure that he who dwelleth-in the Heavens will 

nut cause the Earth to swallow you up, and she shall quake? 

Or that he will not send u]K>n you an overwhelming Blast, and then ye 
shall know of what nature is ray warning? 

And verily the Nations that preceded these, denied the Truth; and how 
awful was ray Vengeance ! f 

But the men of Mecca scoffed at this threat, and defied the dcHmim of uw 

, , . . . . Meccans. 

preacher to bring it into execution. 

* * • And they say. When shall this promised Vengeanee be, if ge 

speak the Truth f 

Sir; “ Nay, verily, the knowledge thereof is with God alone; as for me 
I am hut a plain Warner.” 

But when they see it, the countenance of those who disbelieved shall fall; 

And it shall be said, 2’his is that which ye have bun calling far. 

S*T; “ What think ye? whether the Lord destroy me and tho.se that bo 
with me or have mercy upon us, who shall deliver the Unbe- 
lievers from a dreadful Punishment? ” f 

We begin also to find detailed in the Coran the arguments used onjcctioiu of the 
by the Meccans against the Prophet, and the mode in which he answers thersto 
replied to them. The progress of incredulity can thus be followed, coran."* 
and the very expressions employed by either party traced. • 

The Resurrection of the body was derided by his fellow-citizens Rcsnrreciioii 
as an idle imagination. When the Prophet sought to illustrate 
the raising of tlie dead by the analogies of Nature, and the 
power of God in creation, he was scouted as a Sorcerer or 
Magician, who would pretend that a living body could be pro- 
duced from dust and dead men's bones. 

The Coran was denounced at one time as a bare-faced impos- The Comn 
ture, as Fables of the Ancients\ borrowed from the foreigners at 
Mecca, and dressed up to suit the occasion ; at other times, as the 


* Sura IxxviiL 39. 
f Sura Ixvii. 16. 
t Ibid. 25. 

§ Sura Ixxxiii. 13, Sprenger has an ingenious and 

possible theory that AsiUir is a corruption of Historiae. 

VOL. II. U 
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effusion of a phrenzied poet,* or the incoherent drivelling of an 
insane fool. 

Jeers and jests >vcrc the ordinary weapons by which the 
believers were assailed: — 

Verily, the Sinners laugh the Faithful to scorn. 

When they j)ass hy them, they wink at one another. 

And when they turn aside unto their own |»eople. they turn aside jesting 
scurrilously. 

And wlien they see them, they say, Verily^ thesk art the erring ones. 
But they are not sent to be keepent over them. 

Wherefore one day the Faithful shall laugh the Unbelievers to scorn. 
Lying ui>on couches, they shall behold them in HcU.! 

Amid tbe derision and the plots of the Meccans, patience is in 
the Coran inculcated on the Prophet. Ilis followers are exhorted 
to stedfastness and resignation, and in one passage are reminded 
of the constancy of the Christian martyrs in Najran.J 


* Mahomet disliked nothing so much as being called a poet, and rejected 
the equivocal honour of the up{>eilation. He probably felt it his weakest 
point; conscious of the labour he bcstowwl on the versification and cadence 
of his revelations which he would have the world Indicve, and perhaps him- 
self believed, to be the results and the marks of divine inspirution. 

He.aflectcd at Medina to be unable to distinguish j)oetry from prose; and 
even when put right he continued to transpose the words of a couplet which 
the Mu.ssulnmns sung as they lalK>urcd at the building of their Mosque. 
Tlie lines were, — 

The termination ilUt aish al akhira^ rhymes with al ansar tral muhajira. 
Bnt Mahomet would insist on repeating the last line with the words trans- 
posed; — thus o/ muhajira w^al ansdr^ or al o»s«r ie*a/ muhdjrin; thus de- 
stroying the rhyme. nishdmi.\t. 173. 
t Sura Ixxxiii. 29-34. 

J Sura Ixxxv. — 

By the Heuvens with their Zodiacal Signs; 

By the threatened Day ! 

By the Witness and the Witnessed! 

Damned be the Diggers of the pits filled with burning Fuel, when they 
sat around the same. 

And they were witnesses of that which they did nnto the Believers, 
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There is at this period hardly any allusion to Jewish and 
Christian Scripture or legend.* The Coran did not yet rest its 
claim upon the evidence of previous Kevclation, and the close cor- 
respondence therewith of its own contents. 

The peculiar phraseology of the new faith was already becom- 
ing fi.xed. The dispensation of Mahomet was distinguished as 
Islam, tltat is the surrender of the soul to God; his followers as 
MusalM-Ins (those who surrender rtet/ise/res), or as Believers;! his 
opjxjncnts as Kafiiis, that is, rejecters of the divine message, or as 
MusiiitltdH, namely such as associate companions or sharers with 
the Deity. Faith, Kepentance, Heaven, Hell, Prayer, Almsgiving, 
and many other terms of the religion, soon acquired their stereo- 
typed meaning. The naturalization in Arabia of Judaism and 
Christianity (but chiefly of the former), provided a ready and 
extensive fund of theological words and phrases which, if not 
already in actual current mse, were at least widely known in a 
sense approaching that which Mahomet attached to them.} 


And they tormentei] them no otherwise than because they believed in God 
the Mighty and the Glorious. 

Verily they who persecute the Believers, male and female, and repent 
them not, 

For such the torment of Hell is preparoil, and a burning anguish, &c. 


The “diggers of the pits" were the Jewish persecutors of Yemen, Dzu 
Nowiis and his followers. Sec Introtiuclion, chap. iii. p. elxii. 

• Sec Suras Ixxxv. 18j lx.xxvii. 18; Ixxiii. 14. These passages contain 
passing references to Abraham, Moses, and Pharoah. 

t Thus in Sura Ixxxv. V. 10, we have and i ~ tl i -.j for 

male and female Mievers. “Moslems" t - occurs frequently, and 

Co" 

CuLcL^w< “fcmnle Moslems,” in Sura l,xvi. 5. 


t See remarks on the prevalence of Jewish Icgiends and expressions, in 
Introduction, chap. ii. p. exxv. ami chap. iii. p. ecxviii. It is difficult to over- 
estimate the advantages which Mahomet thus possessed in having the tacit 
acquiescence of the Meccans in tlie truth of former Revelations, and in 
being able to appropriate the treasury of apt and ready terms jflready current 
as expressive of the spiritual ideas he wished to attach to them, or at least 
containing the germ capable of easy dcvflopnient. 

Thus the phrase, "the merciful, the compassionate” affixed by Mahomet 
to the name of God, though not actually in use, was known among the 


JewlAb tod 
Christian Scrip- 
tures not yet 
referred to. 


Tlie Langtuge of 
Islam becomes 
fixed. 
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Tliese remarks have been almost entirely confined to the portion 
of the Coran produced by Mahomet during the period reviewed in 
the present chapter. By thus connecting the several periods of 
his active life with the Suras belonging to them, the enquirer is 
best able to trace the development of the religious system, and to 
observe what bearing the external circumstances of the Arabian 
Prophet may have had upon the peculiarities of his creed. 


idolatruns Meccans, as we sec by tbc treaty of Ilodeibia. In dictating to 
the scribes the terras of this truce, Mahomet commenced, “ In the name of 
God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.” Tlie Meccans interrupted him, 
saying: — “Nay, as for God, we acknowledge bun, but as for the Compas- 
sionate and Merciful, we acknowledge him not.” Then said the Prophet : 
“Write, in thy name. Oh God!" 

tdJ! U \p ^J\ <0J! JU 

ojjxj li Ul J djjXjJ al Wackidi, p. 1191; 

flishumi^ p. 326. 

Geiger has examined ingcnuoosly and carefully the Mahometan terms 
borrowed from Judaism in his Wo4 hat Mohammed atie dem Judenthume 
aufgenommen. See also for some analogous remarks, Ilfivemick't Introduc- 
tion to Old Testament, p. 116; vol 28. C/rtrjt '5 For, Thcol. Lib. 
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CHAPTER FIFTH. 


Progress of Islam from the fifth to the tenth Year of the 
Mission of Mahomet, 

Three months had not elapsed from the depar- Return of the 
ture of the little band to Abyssinia, when, notwith- 
standing the secure retreat and hospitable reception 
offered at the Najashy’s Court, they again appeared 
in Mecca. Their return is linked with one of the 
strangest episodes in the life of the Prophet. 

Hisharai contents himself with saying that they 
came back because tidings reached theni of the 
conversion of the Coreish. W4ckidi and Tabari 
give another story, of which the following is a 
close outline. 

The aim of Mahomet had been the regeneration The Lap»t of 
of his people. But he had fallen miserably short of 
it. The conversion of forty or fifty souls ill com- 
pensated the bitter alienation of the whole com- 
munity. His heart was vexed and his spirit chafed He is down- 
by the violent opposition of the most respected and 
influential Chiefs. The prospect was dark ; to the J^"hii^n"w 
human eye, hopeless. Sad and dispirited, the 
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Pr(*gresi< of Islam, 


[ciiA.r. 


Narrative bv 
WikkitU ami 
Tabiiri. 


Satan tempts 
Mahomet to 
an idolatrous 
concession. 


Arabian Prophet longed for a reconciliation, and 
cast about how it could be elTected. 

“ On a certain day, the chief men of Mecca, 
assembled in a gi'oup beside the Kaaba, discussed as 
wiis their wont the affairs of the city ; when Mahomet 
appeared and, seating himself by them in a friendly 
manner, began to recite in their hearing the LIII. 
Sura. The chapter opens with a description of the 
first visit of Gabriel to Mahomet, and of a later 
vision of that angel, in which certain heavenly 
mysteries were revealed. It then proceeds; — 

And sec ye not Lat and Ozz.\, 

And Manat the tlurd beside-s? 

“ When he had reached this verse, the devil 
suggested an expression of the thoughts which for 
many a day had possessed his soul; and put into 
his mouth* Avords of reconciliation and compromise, 
the revelation of which he had been longing for 
from God,f namely; — 

These .ire the exalted Females, 

And verily their Intercession is to be hoped for.| 


* Literally, “ Cast ui>on hi.s tongue.” 

t Tabari, p. MO. — ^1^ UJ iCU ^<Lc ^1 

y <0 J “Lwii — These words, how- 

ever, do not occur in the second version given by Tabari, nor in 
the tradition of Wuckidi. 

t u' J i— Ad/ib al 

^Vnclcidi, p. 39; Tabari, p. M0-M2. T.abari gives 
throughout; the rendering of which would be “ whose inter- 
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The Coroish were surprised and deliglitod with The Corcish 

. . worship with 

this acknowledgment of their deities; and as Ma- him. 
hoinet wound up the Sura with tlio closing words, — 

Wlierefore Ixjw down Ixtfore God, and servo Him, 
the whole assembly prostrated themselves with one 
accord on the ground and worshipped. Walid 
alone, the son of ^Mughira, unable froin^ the infir- 
mities of age to bow down, took a handful of earth 
and worshipped, pressing it to his forehead.* 

“ And all the people were pleased at that which xiie people 
Mahomet had spoken, and they began to say, — 

Now we know that it is the Lord alone that giveth 
life and taketh it aicag, that createth and supporteth. 

These our goddesses make intercession with Him for 
us ; and as thou hast conceded unto them a portion, 
we are content to follow thee. But their words 
disquieted Mahomet, and he retired to his house. 

Tn the evening Gabriel visited him; and the Pro- 
phet recited the Sura unto him. And Gabriel said, 

What is this that thou hast done ? thou hast repeated 
before the people words that I never gave unto thee. 

So Afahomet grieved sore, and feared the Lord .Mahomet 
greatly; and he said, 1 have spoken of God wiToh:"* 
tchich He hath not said. But the Lord comforted 

cession is pleasing unto God.” Sprenger has in this instance 
quoted the MS. of Tab.iri incorrectly in his valuable Xutice of 
Tabari, in the Journal of the Asiatic iSockly, 1850, No ii. p. 129. 

The unusual phrase signifies delicate, sican-like. 

* The same is related of .\bu Oheiha, i.e. .Saad, son of .■VI As. 

Kdtih al WdcJcidi, p. 39. 
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His Prophet,* and restored his confidence, and can- 
celled the verse, and revealed the true reading 
thereof (as it now stands), namely, 

And sec yc not Lat and Ozzk, 

And Man.\t the third beside? 

Whatl shall there be male progeny unto you, and female 
unto him? 

That were indeed an unjust partition! 

They are naught but names, which ye and your Fathers have 
invented, &e. 

“ Now when the Coreish heard this, they spake 
among themselves, saying, Mahomet hath repented his 
favourable mention of the rank held by our goddesses 
before the Lord. He hath changed the same, and 
brought other words in its stead. So the two Sa- 
tanic verses were in the mouth of every one of the 
unbelievers,")" and they increased their raalice,J and 


• Mahomet was consoled, tradition says, by the nwelation of the 
53rd and 54 th verses of Sura xxii., which signified that all former 
prophets had been subject to the same evil suggestions of the 
devil; but the Sura in which they stand appears to have been 
revealed at a somewhat later period. 

The passage is as follows: And tee have not sent before thee any 
Apostle, nor any Prophet, hut when he longed, Satan cast suggestions 
into his longing. But God shall cancel that which Satan suggesteth. 
Then shall God establish his revelations {and God is knowing and 
wise)', — that he may make what Satan hath sugge.sted a trial unto 
those whose hearts are diseased and hardened, &c. 

t Ji)! Ji. 

• Jli ^ jjj Jj —Taltari, p. 42. 

I It has been explained in a note to chap. i. of the Introduction, 
that the whole story, as given above, has been omitted by Ibn 
Hisham. See p. Ixxiii. Canon II. L. But that it was contained in 
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V.] The Lapse. 

Stirred them up to persecufe the fiuthful witli still 
greater severity.” 

Pious Mussulmans of after days, scandalized at This narrative 

'' foaiidcd on 

the lapse of their Prophet into so flagrant a con- fnct. 
cession to idolatry, would reject the whole story.* 

But the authorities are too strong to be impugned. 

It is liardly possible to conceive how the tale, if 
not founded in truth, could ever have been invented. 

The stubborn fact remains, and is by all admitted, 
that the first refugees did return about this time 
from Abyssinia; and that they returned in conse- 
quence of a rumour that Mecca was converted. 

To this fact the narratives of Wackidi and Tabari 
afford the only intelligible clue. At the same time, ‘ 
it is by no means necessary that we should literally 
adopt the exculpatory version of Mahometan tradi- 
tion; or seek, in the interposition of Satan and 
Gabriel, an explanation of actions to be equally • 
accounted for by the natural workings of the Pro- 
phet’s mind. 

It is obvious that the lapse was no sudden The con- 

ces 8 iuii W08 

Ibn Ishac’s works (which Ibn Hishara professes to follow.) is 
evident from its being quoted by Tabari exj>ressli/ from that author. 

See Sprenger’s Note in the Calcutta Astatic .lournal, where the 
original passages arc quoted at length. 

• That the scandal of the narrative has been the cause of its re- 
jection is admitted even by orthodox Miihometan writers. The 
author of the biography Mawdhib alladoniya, shows, in opposition 
to the assertion that the story is lieretical, that it rests on unex- 
ceptionable tnidition, and that the opposing authorities are ground- 
less, being founded only on the suspicion that the facts are unlikely. 

See note above quot«l. 
voi.. It. X 
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neither unjire- event. It was not a concession won by surprize, 

meditated, nor • ^ ^ 

iniincdiniciy qf an ciTor of the tongue committed unawares, 

nithdraun. , . ° 

and immediately withdrawn. The hostility of his 
• people had long pressed upon the spirit of !Ma- 
homet; and, in his inward musings, it is admitted ’ 
even by orthodox tradition that he had been medi- 
tating the very expressions which, as is alleged, 
the devil prompted him to utter. Neither can we 
believe that the concession lasted but for a day. 
To outward appearance the reconciliation must 
have been consolidated and complete ; and it must 
have continued at the least for some days, probably 
for many, to allow of the report going forth and 
reaching the exiles in a shape sufficient to inspire 
them with confidence. We are warranted therefore 
in assuming a far wider base and a more extensive 
action for the event, than are admitted by ex-parte 
tradition. 

Mahomet The circumstances may be thus conceived. Up 
hope of to this point, the religion of -Mahomet was a spi- 

hu^piel'^'^ ritual system, of which Faith, and Prayer, and the 
inculcation of virtue, form the prominent features. 
Though the Kaaba and some of its rites may have 
been looked upon as founded by the patriarch 
Abraham, the existing worship as a whole was 
rejected by reason of its idolatry and corrnption.* 
Yet to this superstition, with all its practices^ the 

* Tnis may be concluded from the fact that in the Coran, as 
revealed up to this period, the obseirances of the Kaaba are 
never referred to or inculcated, as they frequently are at a subse- 
quent stage. 
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people were obstinately wedded; and, unless per- 
mission were given to join more or less the time- 
honoured institutions of Mecca with the true Faith, 
there was little hope of a general conversion. How 
far would the strong expediency of the case justify 
him to meet half way the prevailing system? How 
far was it the wiU of God to admit concession? 

Was not the worship of the Kaaba, after all, a con*iderations 
Divine institution? The temple was built at them^aytoe^en 
command of God ; the compassing of it symbolized 
the circling course of the heavenly bodies, and the 
obedience of all creation to the Deity. Love and 
devotion were nurtured by the kissing of the sacred 
Corner-stone : the slaying of sacrifices, a pious rite 
in commemoration of Abraham’s readiness to offer 
up his son, signified alike submission;* the pilgrim- 
age to Arafat, the shaving of the head, and all 
the other popular observances were innocent, if not 
directly religious, in their tendency. But how shall 
he treat the Images of the Kaaba, and the gross 
idolatry rendered to them? In their present mind 
the Coreish would never abandon these. Buc if 
(as they professed themselves ready) they would 


* Which of his sons Abraham ra-ade ready to s.acrifice, is not 
specified in the Coran. We are not at liberty to assume, with 
Mahometan Doctors, that their Prophet meant Ishmael, nor even 
that he believed the place of sacrifice to have been the vicinity of 
Mecca. If, however, the current of ancient tradition .among the 
Meccan Arabs already ran so, it is possible that Mahomet may 
’ have followed it, but without specification in the Coran, for fear of 
offending the Jews. 
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Krror won 
«li«’overed; 


ftn<l remedied 
})v n complete 
tlisnvowal. 


acknowledge the one true God as the supreme Lord, 
and look to the Idols as symbolical only of his angels, 
what harm would result from their bare continuance? 
Incredible as the concession may appear, and utterly 
irreconcilable with his first principles of action, 
Mahomet acceded to it, and consented to main- 
tain the Idols as the representatives of heavenly 
beings “ whos(.‘ intercession was to be hoped for 
with the Deity.” The hurried and garbled notices 
of tradition give no farther insight into the com- 
promise. If Mahomet stipulated for any safeguards 
against tlue abuses of idolatry, no trace of them 
can be now discovered. We only know that the 
arrangements, of whatever nature, gave perfect 
satisfaction to the chiefs and people, and jiroduced 
a temporary union. 

But Mahomet was not long in perceiving the 
inconsistency into which he had been betrayed. 
The people still worshipped Images, and not God. 
No reasoning upon his part, no assurance from 
them, could dissemble the galling fact that the 
practice of idolatry continued as gross and ramj)ant 
as ever. 

His only safety now lay in disowning the con- 
cession. The devil had deceived him. The words 
of compromise were no part of the divine system 
received from God through his heavenly messenger. 
The lap.se was thus remedied. The heretical verses 
siMiken under delusion were cancelled, and others 
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revealed in their stead, denying the existence of 
female Angels such as Lilt and Ozza, and denouncing 
idolatry with a sentence of irrevocable condemnation. 
Henceforward the Prophet wages mortal strife with 
images every shape, llis system gathers itself 
up into a pure and stern theism ; and the Coran 
begins to breathe (though as yet only in the per- 
sons of Moses and Abraliam) intimations of an 
iconoclastic revenge.* 

Ever after, the intercession ol' idols is scouted as UoU rcpn>- 
futile and absurd. Angels dare not to intercede 
with the Almighty ;f how much less the idols, 
who 

• • • have no power over even the Husk of a date stone; 

Upon whom if ye call, they hear not your calling, 

.‘Vnd if they heard they would not answer you ; 

And in the Day of Judgment, they shall reject your deification 
of tliem.t 

» “ • 

The folloAviug passage, produced shortly after his AndthcraiinK 
lapse, shows how Mahomet refuted his adversaries, be 

and adroitly turned against them the concession 
they liad made of tlie Supreme Deity of God alone. 

Ami if thou askest them who created the Heavens and the ^ 

Earth, they will surely answer God.§ Sat, what think ye then? 

If the Lord be pleased to visit me with affliction, can those upon 
whom ye call Ixjsides (Jod, — what! could they remove the visita- 


* See Suras xx.xvii. 92, xxi. 58; xx. 95. 
f Sura liii. 58 ; et passim. 

J XXXV. 14; xlvi. 4. 

§ Sec also Sura xliii. 18; aud other places, iu which the 
Meccans arc represented as giving a similar reply. 
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tion? Or if He visit me with mercy, could they withhold His 
mercy? Sat, God sufliccth for me; in Him alone let tliose that 
put their trust, confide.* 


The lapse, and 
danger of the 
conipruniisc, 
keenly felt. 


However short his fall, Mahomet retained a keen 
sense of his disgrace, and of the danger which lay 
in parleying with his adversaries — 


And truly they were near tempting thee aside from what we 
revealed unto thee, that thou shouldest fabricate regarding Us a 
different revelation; and then they would have taken thee for 
their friend. 

And if it had not Ircen that We stablished thee, verily thou 
hadst nearly inclined unto them a little; 

Then verily We had caused thee to taste both of the punish- 
ment of Life, and the punishment of Death ; 

Then thou shouldest not have found against Us any Helper. | 

Ever and anon the Prophet is cautioned in the 
Coran to beware lest he should l>e induced to 
change the words of inspiration, out of a desire to 
deal gently with his people; or be deluded, by 
the pomp and numbers of the idolaters, into fol- 
lowing after them and deserting the straight and 
narrow path indicated for him by God.J 
Mahomet’s But although Mahomet may have completely 
fiK^'M^cans re-establishcd his own convictions, and fully regained 
the confidence of his adherents, there is little doubt 
that the concession to idolatry, followed by a recan- 
tation so sudden and entire, seriously weakened his 
position with the people at large. 'J'hey would not 


• Sura xxxix. 38 
I Sura xvii. 74 — 76. 

J See Suras Ixviii. 8; xviii. 28; xiii. 40; xxxix. 15. 
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readily credit the excuse, that words of error were 
“ cast by the devil into the mouth of Mahomet.’’* 

Even supposing it to have been so, what faith could 
be placed in the revelations of a Prophet liable to 
such influences? The Divine author of a true 
revelation- must know beforehand all that he will at 
any subsequent period reveal. If the Coran were 
in truth Uis oracle, Mahomet would never be re- 
duced to the petty shift of retracting as a mistake 
that which had once been given forth as a message 
from heaven. The Coreish laughed to scorn the 
futile endeavour of the Prophet to produce a union, 
and draw them away from idolatry. They addressed 
him thus ironically; — 

And when they see thee, they receive thee no otherwise than 
scoffingly, — “AA.' is this he whom God hath sent an Apostle f 
verily he had nearly seduced us from our Gods, unless we had 
patiently persevered therein." But they shall know hereafter, when 
they see the torment, who hath erred most from the right way.f 

To the accusations triumphantly advanced by his He can only 

1 • tr ^ 11 -11 reiterate his 

adversaries, Mahomet could oppose simply the own con- 

. . ~ 1 ." viction. 

reitetation ol his own assurance; — 

And when We change one verse in place of another, (and God best 
knoweth that which he revealeth) they say, — “ Verily thou plainly 
arUa Fabricator." Nay! but the most of them understand not. 

Sat; — The Holy Spirit hath brought it down from thy Lord, &c. 

We have seen that it was the tidings of the re- 'P'® . . 

. . Abyssinian 

conciliation with the Coreish that induced the little emigranu 

• See Sura x.vii. 53, quoted above p. 152, note, 
f Sura xvi. 101. 
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band of emigrants, after a two niontlis’ residence 
in Abyssinia, to set out for ^lecca.* As they 
approached the city, a party of travellers re- 
turning from it communicated the information that 
Mahomet had withdrawn his concessions, and 
that the Coreish had resumed their oppression. 
After consulting for a moment what should now be 
done, they resolved to go forward and visit their 
homes; — If things came to the worst, they could 
but again escape to Abyssinia. So they entered 
Mecca, each under the ])rotection of a relative or 
friend.f 

The tidings brought by the emigrants of their 
kind reception by the Najashy, following upon the 
late events, annoyed the Coreish, and the persecu- 
tion became hotter than ever.| Wherefore Ma- 
homet again recommended his followers to take 


refuge in Abyssinia. The first party of the new 
expedition thither set out probably about the sixth 
year of the mission; and thereafter at intervals 
small bodies of converts, accompanied sometimes 


• They emigrated in the month of Kajab, in the fifth year of 
Mahomet’s mission, and remained in .\byssiuia tlie two succeeding 
months of Sh/iban and Ramdhfm. The lapse and reconcilia- 
tion with the Coreish happened in Ramdhfln. The emigrants 
returned to Mecca in the following month, Shawwul, of the same 
year. Katih al Wackidi, p. 89^. 

I All but Abdallah ibn al Ma.sfid, who is said to have had no 
patron or guardian, and to have again returned after a little space 
to Abyssinia. Ibid. p. 39i. 
t Ibid. 
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by their wives and children, joined the exiles, 
until they reached (without calculating tlieir little 
ones) the number of 101. Of these, eighty-three 
were men. Amongst the women, eleven were of 
Coreish descent, and seven belonged to other tribes. 
Thirty-three of the men, with eight women, (in- 
cluding Othman and Kockeya, the daughter of 
Mahomet,) again returned to Mecca; most of these 
eventually emigrated to Medina. The rest of the 
refugees remained in Abyssinia for several years, 
and did not rejoin Mahomet until his expedition to 
Kheibar, in the seventh year of the Hegira.* 

* K. al Wac. p. 391 ; IIish<hm, p. 92; Tabari, p. 129. Sprenger, 
thougli admitting that he thereby opposes all the early authorities, 
pl.iccs the second emigration to Abyssinia later, viz. after the with- 
drawal of Maliomet and his followers into the Sheb, or qtiarter of 
Abu Tiilib; that is in the seventh year of his mission. Uis reason 
is that at the end of the sixth year there were not many more than 
fifty converts, whereas the second emigration to Abyssinia em- 
braced as many as a hundred persons; and that it is not probable 
the number of Moslems should have thus doubled in a few months. 

But the number of emigrants to Abyssinia is given at 1 00, as 
the aggregate of all who from first to last proceeded thither. 'J'hey 
did not all set out at once, but, as is distinctly said, in parties one 
after another, and probably at considerable intervals. The fact 
therefore tliat the total number exceeded 100, is not in the lea.st 
inconsistent with the position that the first party was small, or 
that the whole of Mahomet’s followers may not at the time of its 
departure have exceeded fifty. 

• Hishftmi (p. 114) has mixed up the return of the thirty-three 
emigrants belonging to the second Abyssinian expedition, widi the 
mtich earlier return of the whole of the emigrants of the first 
expedition consequent upon the lapse of Mahomet. 

Of those who returned from the second expedition there may be 
enumerated (besides Othman), Abu TTotlzeifa, Abdallah ibn Jahsh, 

VOL. It. y 
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The Coreish Although Mahomet himself was not yet forced to 

make Abu omt his native City, he was nevertheless exposed to 

Talib abandon . .. ^ i-ii i ■ -i 

Mahomet; mdignity and insult, while the threatemng attitude 
of his adversaries ^ave good ground for apprehen- 
sion and anxiety. If, indeed, it had not been for 
the influence and stedfast protection of Abu TMib, 
it is clear that the hostile intentions of the Coreish 
would have imperilled the liberty, perhaps the life 
of Mahomet. A body of their Elders* repaired to 
the aged Chief, and said: — Tim Nephew of thine 
hath spoken opprobriously of our gods and our reli- 
gion: and hath abused us as fools ^ and given out 
that our forefathers irere all astray. Now, avenge 
us thyself of our adversary ; or, (^seeing that thou 
art in the came case with ourselves,) leave him to tis 
that we may take our satisfaction. But Abu Talib 

Otba, Zobclr ibn al Awwam, Musab, Tuleib, Abd al Rahm&n. 
These all subsequently emigrated with Mahomet to Medina. 
Several of those who returned to Mecca were confined there (as is 
alleged) by their relatives, and thus prevented from joining 
Mahomet till after the first battle. One of them, Abdallali ibn 
Soheil, fled from the Coreish to Mahomet’s army at the battle of 
Badr. 

Sakr&n was among those who returned from Abyssinia to 
Mecca, where he died. It was his widow Sauda, whom Mahomet 
first married after Khadija’s death. 

Othmkn revisited Mecca under the guardianship of Walid, son 
of Mughira, the great enemy of Islam. 

• They consisted of Walid ibn al Mughira, Otba and Sheyba 
sons of Rabia, Abu Jahl, Abu Sofiin, As ibn W&il, &c. Pro- 
bably the most violent of the opponents of Islam have been singled 
out, without much discrimination or authority by the Viiographers, 
for this office. 
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T,] Abu Tdiib from the protection of Mahomet 

answered them softly and in courteous words; so 
they turned and went away. In process of time, as 
Mahomet would not change his proceedings, they 
went again to Abu T^lib in great exasperation; 
and, reminding him of their former demand that he 
would restrain his nephew from his offensive con- 
duct, added: — and now verily we cannot have 
patience any longer with his abuse of us, our an- 
cestors, and ottr gods ; tcherefore either do thou hold 
him back from us, or thyself take part with him 
that the matter may be decided between us. Ilaving 
thus spoken, they departed. And it appeared 
grievous to Abu Tidib to break with his people, 
and be at enmity with them; neither did it please 
him to desert and surrender his nephew. Thus 
being in straits, he sent for Mahomet, and having 
communicated the saying of the Coreish, proceeded 
earnestly; — Therefore, save thyself and me also; 
and cast not upon me a burden heavier than I can 
sustain. Mahomet was startled and alarmed. He 
imagined that his uncle, finding himself unequal 
to the task, had resolved to abandon him. His 
high resolve did not fail him even at this 
critical moment. Firmly, he replied : — if they 
brought the Sun to my right hand, and the Moon to 
my left, to force me from my undertaking, verily, 
I would not desist therefrom until the Lord made 
manifest my cause, or I perished in the attempt. 
But the thought of desertion by his kind protector 
overcame him. He burst into tears, and turned to 
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fK*r8ists in his 
(irotection. 


depart. Then Abu Talib called aloud : — “ Son of 
my brother! Come back.” So he returned. And 
Abu Talib said : — Depart in peace^ my nephew ! 
and say whatsoever thou desirest. For, hy the Lord ! 
I win not, in any wise, give thee up for ever* 


" 1 have chiefly here followed Hishlnii (p. 71) and Tabari 
(p. 124). But at p. 123, the latter makes the noble spec*ch of 
Mahomet to 1>e a reply to his imcle at a time when the latter had 
said to him t/ejbre the Coreish , — “ Verily thy people ask of thee a 
reasonable thing, that thou leave off to abuse their gods, and they 
will leave off to abuse thee and thy God.” Kdtih al Wackidi, 
p. 38^. 

Tiiure Ls some confusion as to the time when this scene occurred. 
There were probably several conferences ending in threats, and 
tradition has no doubt amplifietl them. One of these conferences 
is said to have occurred at Abu Talib’s deathbed, several years 
later. The Coreish, hearing that Abu Titlib lay at the point of 
death, sent a deputation in order that some compact should be 
made to bind both parties, after his decease should have removed 
all restniint upon Mahomet. They projxtscul accordingly that 
they should retain their ancient faith, and that Mahomet should 
promise to refrain from abuse or interference; in which case they 
on their part would agree not to molest him in his faith. Abu 
Talib called Mahomet, and communicated to him the reasonable 
request. Mahomet replied — “ Nay, but there is one word, which 
if ye concede, you will thereby conquer Arabia, and reduce Ajjun 
under .subjection.” “ Good 1” said Abu Jahl, “ not one such word, 
but ten.” Mahomet replied, — “ Then say , — There is no God but 
the Lord, and abandon that which yo worship beside him." And 
they clapped their hands in rage;— “ Dost thou desire, indeed, 
that we should turn our gods into one God? That were a strange 
afliiir!” And they began to say one to another, “ This fellow is 
oVistinate and impractical )le. Ye will not get from him any con- 
cession that ye desire. Return, and let us walk after the faith of 
our forefathers, till G<k 1 determine the matter betwixt us and him.” 
f>o they arose and departeil. J/ishihiii, p. 136. 
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Some add the 'following incident. The same a pcmic at tin- 

^ Ktuiba. Abu 

day, Mahomet disappeared, and was no where to Taiib awestbe 
be found. Abu TAlib, apprehensive of foul play, 
forthwith made ready a band of HAshimite youths 
each armed with a dirk, and set out for the Kaaba. 

By the way, he was stopped by the intelligence 
that Mahomet was safe in a house on Safa; so he 
returned with his people home. On the morrow, 
the aged Chief again made ready his party and, 
taking Mahomet with them, repaired to the Kaaba. 

There, standing before the assembly of the Coreish, 
he desired his young men to uncover that which 
they had by them; and each drew forth a sharp 
weapon. Then turning to the Coreish, he ex- 
claimed; — By the Lord! Had ye killed him, there 
had not remained one alive amongst you. You 
shoxdd have perished, or we had been annihilated. 

The bold front of Abu Talib awed the Coreish, 
and repressed their insolence.* 

Tliough the tendency of tradition is to magnify personal 
the insults of the unbelieving Meccans, yet apart susSed by 
from invective and abuse, we read of hardly any 
personal injury or suffering sustained by Mahomet 
himself A few of the inveterate enemies of Islam, 

(Abu Lahab among the number,) who lived close 
by his house, used spitefully to throw unclean and 
offensive things at the Prophet, or upon his hearth 
as he cooked his food. Once they flung into his 

* Kiitib <il Wticlcidi-, p. 38}. 
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house the entrails of a goat which Mahomet, putting 
upon a stick, carried to the door, and called aloud ; 

“ Ye children of Abd Menaf ! What sort of neigh- 
bourhood is this?” Then he cast it forth into the 
street.* Two or three centuries afterwards, a little 
closet, a few feet square, was still shown at the 
entrance of Khadija’s house where, under the ledge 
of a projecting stone, the Prophet crouched down 
when he retired for prayer, to shelter himself from 
the missiles of his neighbours.! There is also a 
legend (but ill sustained,) of actual violence once 
offered to Mahomet in public. As he passed through 
the court of the Kaaba, he was suddenly surrounded 
by the Coreish, who “ leaped upon him as one 
man,” and seized his mantle. But Abu Bakr stood 
manfully by him and called out; “Woe’s me I 
Will ye slay a man because he saith that God is 
my Lord?" So they departed from him. J 

In the sixth year of his mission, the cause of 
Mahomet was strengthened by the accession of two 
powerful citizens, Hajiza and Ojiar. 

The prophet was one day seated on the rising 
ground of Safa. Abu Jahl, coming up, accosted 

* IJishdmi, p. 134; Tabari, p. 148; Kdtib at Wdekidi, p. 38. 
Besides Abu Lahab there are mentioned Ockba, son of Abu Mait ; 
A1 Hakam, son of Ab ul As; Adi the Thackitite; and flm al 
Asad, the Handalite ; as living close by, and annoying the Prophet. 

■f Tabari, p. 67. 

J Ilish&mi, p. 77 ; Tabari, y. 131. It is related that Abu Bakr 
had his beard pulled that day in the scuffle; and that 0mm 
Kolthum saw. him return with an injury on the crown of his head. 
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him -with a shower of taunts and reproaches ; while 
Mahomet answered not a word. Both left the 
place, but a slave girl had observed the scene.* 
It chanced t^at, shortly after, Hamza returned that 
way from the chase, his bow hanging from his 
shoulder, (for he was a hunter of renown); and 
the maid related to him with indignation the groSs 
abuse of Abu Jalil. Hamza was at once the uncle 
of Mahomet and his foster-brother. His pride was 
offended, his rage kindled. He hurried on with 
rapid steps to the Kaaba; and there, in the Court 
of the Holy House, found Abu Jahl sitting with a 
company of the Coreish. Hamza rushed upon him, 
saying: — Ah! hast thou been abusing him., and I 
follow his religion; there (raising his bow and 
striking him violently,) return that if thou darest! 
The kinsmen of Abu Jahl started to his succour; 
but Abu Jahl motioned them away, saying, “Let 
him alone; for, indeed, I did revile his nephew 
shamefully.” The profession of Islam, suddenly 
asserted by Hamza in the passion of the moment, 
was followed up by the deliberate pledging of 
himself to Mahomet, and a steady adherence ever 
after to his faith.f 


* The servant of the chief Abdallah ibn Jodii&n, repeatedly 
mentioned before. 

I Hishdmi, p. 78; Tabari, p. 135; Kdtib al Wdckidi, p. 179^. 
The latter mentions the facts very briefly, but adds the names of 
Adi, and Ibn al Asad, to that of Abu Jahl, as having abused 
Mahomet. The conversion, he says, occurred after Mahomet’s 
“ entry into Arcam’s house,” in the sixth year of the Mission. 
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Conversion of The Conversion of Omar took place at the dose 
Omor 615 - 616 . the sixth )’^ear of Mahomet’s mission.* He was 

notorious for his enmity to Islam, and the harshness 
and violence with which he treated its professors. 
Ilis sister Mtima and her husband Said (son of the 
“ Enquirer” Zeid) were both converts, but secretly 
fbr fear of the Coreish. While Omar was threatening 
certain believers, a friend suggested to him that he 
had better begin at home, and hinted at the conver- 
sion of his sister and her husband. His wrath was 
aroused, and he proceeded forthwith to their house. 
They were listening to the twentieth Sura, which 
the slave Khobab recited to them from a manu- 
script. The persecutor drew near, and overheard 
the low munnur of the reading. At the noise of 
his steps, Khobab retired into a closet. What 
sound was that I heard jmt now? exclaimed Omar, 
entering angrily. There was nothing,” they re- 
plied. Nay, said he, swearing fiercely, I hear that 
ye are renegades I “But what. Oh Omari” inter- 
posed his brother-in-law, “ may there not be truth 
in another religion than thine?” The question 
confirmed the suspicions of Omar and, furiously 


* It occurred in Dzul Hajj, the last month in the year. Katib 
at Wdckirli, p. 232. It is there notetl that the believers at that 
date amounted in all to forty men and ten women; or by other 
accoimts, to forty-five men and eleven women. 

A tradition has been quoted above (p. 118) that Omar was the 
last convert in the house of Arcam ; and that the male converts 
then amounted to forty. 
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exasperated, he sprang upon Said and kicked him. 
His sister flew to the rescue. In the struggle her 
face was wounded, and began to bleed. Stung by 
the insult, she could no longer contain herself, and 
called aloud; — “Yes, we are converted; we believe 
in God and in his Prophet; now do thy worst 
upon us.” When Omar saw her face covered 
with blood he was softened; and he asked to see 
the paper they had been reading. But his sister 
required that he should first cleanse himself; “ for 
none,” said she, “ but the pure may touch it.” So 
Omar arose and washed, and took the paper (for 
he could read); and when he had decyphered a 
part thereof, he exclaimed; — How excellent is this 
discourse, and gracious ! Then came forth Khobiib 
from his hiding place, and said; — “Oh Omar! 
I trust that the Lord hath verily set thee apart 
for himself, in answer to his Prophet; it was but 
yesterday I heard him praying thus,— 

Islam, Oh God, hy Abul Hakam (Abu Jahl), or 
by Omari" Then said Omar, “Lead me unto 
Mahomet, that I may make known unto him my 
conversion.” And he was directed to the house of 
Arcam. So Omar knocked at the door ; and Hamza 
with others looked through a crevice, and started 
back, exclaiming that it was Omar. But Mahomet 
bade them let him in and, rising to meet him, seized 
his skirt and the belt of his sword, saying; — “Wilt 
thou not refrain from persecuting, until the Lord send 

VOI,. II. z 
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some calamity upon thee?” And Omar replied; — 
“ Verily, I testify that thou art the Prophet of God /” 
And Mahomet was filled with joy, and called aloud, 
Great is the Lord!* 

* Allahu Akbar! This exclamation is styled the TniMr, and is 
used on occasions of surprise, or the unexjiected occurrence of any 
great event. 

Hishami has two versions. One is similar to th.st given in the 
text; only it is stated that Omar was on his way to slay Mahomet, 
when he was diverted by an intimation of his sister’s conversion. 
But this incident has probably been thrown in to add to the 
romantic colouring of the story. Besides its inherent improbabi- 
lity, it apjjcars inconsistent with the immc-diatcly previous decla- 
ration in Hishilmi, that Omar was “ softened” when he saw the 
believers preparing to emigrate to Abyssinia, and said, — “ the 
Lord go with you.” Ilish&mi, p. 103. 

The second version is entirely dilferent. Here is Omar's own 
alleged account : — “ I was far from the faith, and a man given to 
strong drink. In quest of companions one night, I repaired to the 
shop of the spirit-dealer, but I did not find him. Then I said, I will 
go unto the Kaaba and compass it six or seven times. So I went ; an3 
I found Mahomet praying there with his face towards Syria (i.e. 
looking towards Jerusalem as his Kibla). Then I said, IVhnt if I 
stay and hear what he is saying ; 1 will get me near unto him and 
listen, then I will startle and frighten him. So I went up towards the 
black stone, and hid myself behind the Kaaba curtain, and walked 
along softly between it and the wall, while the Prophet was praying 
and repeating the Coran, till I reached the spot directly before him 
— there was nothing betwixt him and me but the curtain. And 
when I heard him repeating the Coran my heart softened thereat, 
and I wept and was converted. And when he had ended, I fol- 
lowed him on his way to his house, which was in the Ddr al 
WacltA (now in the possession of Muilvia); and as I made up 
npon him, he heard my steps and recognized me, and thought Oiat 
verilj' I had come to trouble him, until I unfolded unto him the 
truth. Then he praised God and .sjiid, — Verily, 0 Omar! God 
hath directed thee. And he touched my garment and prayed for 
me, that I might continue stedfast ” I/ishiimi, p. 106. 
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These conversions were a real triumph to Ma- importance 
hornet. Hamza and Omar both possessed, along conversion*, 
with great bodily strength, an indomitable courage; 
which, added to their social advantages, gained for 
them an impoi'tant influence at Mecca.* The 
heroism of Hamza, in the cause of Islam, earned 
for him the title, familiar to the present day, of the 
Lion of God. Omar had so commanding a statime, omar 
that he rose fai' above the crowd, as if he had been 
mounted. He was stout and fair, and somewhat 
ruddy. Impulsive and precipitate, his anger was 
easily aroused; and men feared him because of his 
uncertain and impetuous temper. At the period of 
his conversion he was but si.x-and-twenty ;f yet so 
great and immediate was the influence of his acces- 
sion upon the spread of Islam, that from this era is 
dated the commencement of its open and fearless 
profession at Mecca. Mahomet abandoned the house 

Tills tradition is utterly inconsistent with the other. Yet it 
contains details which have all the freshness and semblance of 
truth, and there is no apparent reason why it should have been 
fabricated. It is a strong example of the strange uncertainty of 
unsupported tradition. , 

The version in the text is evidently the correct one, and is given 
both by Hishami and the Secretary of Wuckidi, with some varia- 
tions, which show that each had separate and independent autho- 
rity for it. Hishdmi, p. 103; Kdtib al Wdekidi, p. 23H. 

* For Hamza, Hishdmi, p. 78. For Omar, Kdtib al Wdekidi, 
p. 243. 

I “ He was born four years before the great (last ?) battle of Al 
Fijdr, and w.as converted in Dzul Hajj, six years after the mission, 
aged twenty-six. His son Abd-Allah was then only six years 
old.” Kdtib al Wdekidi, p. 232. 
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The Coreish depute an 
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of Arcam. The Moslems no longer concealed their 
worship within their own dwellings, but with con- 
scious strength and defiant attitude, assembled in 
companies about the Kaaba, performed their rites of 
prayer, and compassed the Holy House.* Their cou- 
rage rose. Dread and uneasiness seized the Coreish. 

The Coreish, indeed, had cause for alarm. They 
were disquieted by the hospitable reception and 
encouragement of the refugees at the Abyssinian 
Court. An embassy of two of their chief men, 
laden with costly presents, had made a fruitless 
attempt to obtain their surrender.f What if the 

* Kdlilt III Wdckidi, p. 232; I/iahdmi, pp. 105-108. 

■f An account of this embass)» is given by Hishuim (pp. 96- 
100), also briefly by Tabari (p. 136). The statement of the 
former is related by Dr. Sprenger in considerable detail (p. 191). 
The outline of the story is as follows. 

0mm Salma (the widow of one of the refugee.s, afterwards 
married to Mahomet) states that the Coreish despatched Alxlallah 
ibn Abi Rabia and Amr ibn al As, with rare presents (including 
stores of precious leather), for the Najiishy. They first gained 
over the courtiers, then they presented their gifts to the Christian 
Prince, — saying, that “ certain fools amongst their own people had 
left their ancestral faith; they had not joined Christianity, but 
had set up a new religion of their own. They had therefore 
been deputed by the Coreish to fetch them back." The courtiers 
supported their prayer, but the king said ho would enquire farther 
into the matter in the presence of the accused. Now the refugees 
had agreed that they would not garble their doctrine, but, come 
what might, say nothing more nor less than their Prophet had taught 
them. So on the morrow they were summoned into the royal pre- 
sence, where were also tlie bishops with their books open before 
them. The king enquired of the refugees the cause of their seces- 
sion from tlie Coix-ish. Then Jftfar (Mahomet’s uncle) answered. 
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Najtlshy should support them with an armed force, 
and seek to establish a Christian or reformed Faith 


in the name of all, — “ that they used to worship images, eat the 
dead, commit lewdness, disregard family ties, the duties of neigh- 
bourhood and hospitality, until that ^lahomct arose a prophet;" 
he concluded by describing his system, and the persecutions 
which had forced them to flee to Abyssinia. On the king asking 
him to repeat some part of the Prophet's teaching, he recited Sura 
Maryam (S. xlx. containing the births of John and Jesus, notices 
of Abraham, Moses, &c.); and the king wept until his beard 
became moist; and the bishops also wept so that their tears ran 
down upon their books, saying, — “ Verily, this Kevelation and 
that of Moses proceed from one and the same source.” And tlie 
Najiishy said to the refugees, “ Depart in peace, for I will never 
give you up.” 

Next day, it is added, Amr endeavoured to entrap the refugees 
into a declaration regarding Jesus offensive to the king. But the 
king fully concurred in their doctrine that Jesus was nothing 
more than “a servant of God, and Ilis Apostle; His Spirit and 
His word, placed in the womb of Mary, the immaculate Virgin.” 
So the Meccan embassy departed in bad case. 

The above story is no doubt intended to meet certain pas- 
sages in the Coran to the effect that the Jews and Christians wept 
for joy on hearing the Revelation of Mahomet, because of its cor- 
respondence with their own Scriptures. See Sura xvii. 108; 
xxviii. 43. A si milar tale has been invented for the bishops of 
Najran ; and also regarding an embassy of Christians from Abys- 
sinia, who are said to have visited Mahomet at Mecca. Hishdmi, 
p. 124. So that not much reliance can be placed on this part of 
the narrative. 

Two other incidents are related of the NajSshy. One, that 
while the refugees were at his court, he was attacked by" a claim- 
ant of the throne. The refugees were so concerned for the result, 
that they sent Zobeir (then quite a youth) over the Nile on an 
inflated skin, to watch the battle; and when he returned with 
tidings that the Najishy had discomfited his adversary, they 
rejoiced greatly. 
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at Mecca, as one of his predecessors had done in 
Yemen? Apart even from foreign aid, there was 
ground for a])prehension at home. The Moslem 
body no longer consisted of oppressed and despised 
out-casts, struggling for a weak and miserable ex- 
istence. It was rather a powerful faction, adding 
daily to its strength by the accession of influential 
citizens. It challenged an open hostility. The 
victory of either party involved the annihilation of 
the other. 

Influenced by such fears, the Coreish sought to 
stay the progress of secession from their ranks, by 
utterly severing the party of ISIahomet from social 
and friendly communication with themselves. On 
the other hand, Abu Talib was supported in his 
defence of Mahomet by all his brothers (excepting 

The Abyssinians are said to have risen up against their king 
on aecount of the favour he siiowcd to the Mussulman doetrine. 
So the Najiishy put into his pocket a scrap inscribed with the 
Mahometan creed, and when his people desired him to say “tliat 
Jesus was the Son of God,” he responded thus (putting his hand 
upon his pocket) “Jesus never went beyond this " — apparently 
agreeing in what they sttid, but inwardly referring to the scrap 1 
— a childish story. 

Mahomet is said to have regarded him as a convert to Islam ; 
and to have accordingly prayed for him at his death. A light is 
also related to have issued from his tomb. 

There Is probably a basis of truth for the general outline given 
in this note; but it would be dilEcult to draw a probable lino 
between the real and the fictitious parts of it. Had the leaning 
towards Mahometan doctrine l>een really so great in Abyssinia, as 
is here represented, we should have heard more of its inhabitants 
in the troublous times immediately following Mahomet’s decease. 
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Abu Lahab,) and by the descendants generally of 
his grandfather HAshim, ■whether converts to Islam 
or not.* Thus the religious struggle merged for a 
time into a civil feud between the HAshimites and 
the rest of the Coreish ; and there were not wanting 
long-rooted political associations to add bitterness 
to the strife. 

To secure their purpose, the Coreish entered into Ti>e Ban. 
a confederacy against the HAshimites; — That they 
would not marry their women, nor give their oxen in 
marriage to them; that they would sell nothing to 
them, nor buy aught from them ; — that dealings with 
them of every kind should cease. The ban was 
carefully committed to writing, and sealed ■with 
three seals. When all had bound themselves by it, 
the record was hung up in the Kaaba, and religious 
sanction thus given to its provisions.! 

• KAlib al Wuckidi, p. 40; Jfishdmi, p. 72. Abu Tulib sum- 
moned the house of HiUhim to consult as to the defence of their 
kinsman Mahomet. All agreed to stand by him but Abu Lahab. 

Abu Talib was charmed with the noble spirit of his relatives, and 
recited a Casida (prt!sorvcd by Ibn Ishftc), in praise of the family. 

The verses, however, conclude with an eulogy on Mahomet as tlie 
chief and most noble of the stock — a sentiment which Abu Talib, 
not a convert to Islam, was not likely to have uttered. The 
Casida is evidently spurious, at lejist in part. 

t Katib al Wdekidi, p. 394, 40; Tabari, p. 137 ; Hishdmi, p. 108. 

Mansfir, son of Ikrima, wrote the document; and the hand with 
■which he wrote it (at the prayer, adds Ilishami, of Mahomet) 
withered and dried up. Hishami states that it was he also who 
suspended the deed in the Kaaba. WAckidi however gives 
another tradition, according to which it was never put in the 
Kaaba at all, but remained in the custody of 0mm al JalAs, an 
aunt or cousin of Abu Jahl. 
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The H^shimites were unable to withstand the 
tide of public opinion which set in thus violently 
against them; and, apprehensive perhaps that it 
might be only the prelude of open attack, or of 
blows in the dark still more fatal, they retired 
into the secluded quarter of the city, known as the 
Sheb of Abu Talib.* It was formed by one of the 
defiles or indentations of the mountain, where the 
projecting rocks of Abu Cobeis pressed upon the 
eastern outskirts of Mecca. It was entered on the 
city side by a low gateway, through which a camel 
passed with difficulty. On all other sides it was 
detached from the town by cliffs and buildings.f 

• Sprenger (p. 194) holds that thi.s movement was prior to, and 
independent of, the league of the Coreish (p. 189). But both 
Hisbflmi and Wackidi distinctly connect the ban and the entry 
into Abu Talib’s quarter as cause and effect. And this is Indeed 
the only intelligible statement of the facts. 

t ■ -» *■ Shd) signifies a defile, valley, glen, ravine. Thus the 

converts'from Medina made their appointment to meet Mahomet in 
a glen, leading into the valley of Mina; and the next day the 
enraged Coreish repaired to the Sheb of the Medina pilgrims, or 
the valley in which they were encamped. Kdtib al Wackidi, 
p. 42^. The valley at Ohod, where Talha saved Mahomet, is 
termed Sheb. Ibid. p. 221; llishdmi, p. 262; Tabari, p. 376, 
where the top or exit from the valley is called , ...t.U ^ 

“ mouth of the Sheb.” Amr and his companion in their expedition 
to assassinate Abu Sofito, tied up their camels in one of the 
defiles (Sheb) near Mecca, llishdmi, p. 451 ; Tabari, p. 405. So 
the end of a pass requiring to be guarded in the expedition of 
Deal al Rika, is called “fam al Sheb." Tabari, p. 427. Before 
Cusscy brought the Coreish into Mecca, they arc said to have 
inhabited “ the heights and defiles (Sheb) of the surrounding hills." 
Tabari, p. 29; Cnf. C. de Perceval, vol. ii. p. 478. 
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On the first ni»ht of the first month of the seventh The Hfi»him- 
year of the prophetic life of Mahomet, the TIashim- Mahomet 

• • IT 1 T-k 1 -1 1 • o -1 • -1 retire into the 

ites, including the Prophet and his family, retired Shcb,6i6-6i7 
into the quarter of Abu Tulib; and with them 
followed also the descendants of A1 Muttalib, the 
brother of Hashim. Abu Lahab alone, instigated 


Burton mentions a robber’s gorge called “ Shuab el Ilaj," the 
“ Rlgriras’ pass.” In a note he adds, — “ Shuab properly means 
a path through mountains, or a watercourse between hills. It is 
generally used in Arabia for a valley, and sometimes instead of 
Nakb, a pass.” Pilgrimage, ii. 14. 

'Phe several quarters of Mecca skirting the foot of Abu Cobeis 
are still distinguished by the name Sheb : thus we have the Shd> 
Amir, the Sheb Maulad (quarter in which Maliomet was born); 
and the Sheb Ali. The latter was probably comprised in the Sheb 
of Abu Talib. Burkhardt's Arabia, pp. 123-128. “ On the 

east side, towards the mountain, and partly on its declivity, stands 
the quarter called Shab Aly, adjoining tlie Shab el Moled : here is 
shown the venerated place of Aly’s nativity. Both these quarters 
called Shab (i.e. rock), are among the most ancient parts of the 
town, where the Koreysh formerly lived: they are even now 
inhabited principally by Sherifs, and do not contain any shops. 
The houses are spacious and in an airy situation.” Jbid. p. 124. 

It was into one of these quarters of the city situated in a defile, 
having behind it the steep ascent of the hill, and so built about as 
to be inaccessible on all sides, except by a narrow entrance from the 
city, that the H&shimites retired. These particulars enable us to 
understand the account of Hakim striking his camel to make it 
bow down and enter the narrow defile jj) ; and the 

voices of the wailing ehildren being heard in the parts of the city 
adjoining, but divided from, the Sheb. 

Weil has misapprehended the meaning of “ Sheb,” and makes it 
a fortified castle outside Mecca. “ llielt es Abu Talib fur gerathen, 
ihn rait eincm Theile der GlBubigen aus Mekka zu entfemen, und 
in ein Wohlbefestigtes Schloss zu bringen.” Mohammed, p. Cl. 
So in his Einleitung, p. 9. 

VOL. It. A A 
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by hatred of the new religion, went forth to the 
other party. The ban of separation was put rigo- 
rously in force. The Hashimites soon found them- 
selves cut off from their supplies of com and the 
other necessaries of life. They were not strong 
enough to send forth a caravan of their own; if 
parties of foreign merchants passed through, the 
Coreish instigated them to withhold their com- 
modities, except at a most exorbitant price;* the 
Coreish themselves would sell nothing to them; 
and a great scarcity ensued. No one ventured forth 
from the Sheb, except at the season of pilgrimage, 
when all enmities throughout Arabia were hushed, 
and Mahomet and his party were free to join securely 
in the ceremonies.f For two or three years, the 
attitude of both parties remained unaltered, and the 
failing stock of the Hashimites, replenished only by 
occasional and surreptitious ventures, reduced them 
Their distress, to want and distress. The citizens could hear the 
voices of the half-famished children crying within 
the Sheb. Many hearts were softened at the sight 


• This is from Sprengcr; but he doe.s not give his authority, 
which I have not been able to trace (p. 194). 

f Katib al Wnckidi, p. 40. It is not clear whether this retire- 
ment was voluntary on the part of the Hashimites, arising from 
their own alarm ; or was directly forced upon them by the threats 
and menaces of the Coreish. Although they did not come forth 
from the Shd> into the city, they might still, we may conceive, 
issue from the quarter of Abu Talib, by clambering up tbe hill, 
and so getting out into the country. But they would be unable 
from the rugged and precipitous character of tbe n»ck to procure 
fui>phes in this way. 
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of such liardships, and mourned over the hostilities 
•which gave rise to them. Among these, and among 
the relatives of the isolated band, ■were found some 
who ventured, in spite of the threats of the Corcish, 
to introduce, from time to time, provisions by stealth 
at night into the quarter of Abu Talib. Thus 
Hishilm ibn Ami' would conduct a camel laden with 
com cautiously into the Sheb, and make over the 
burden to the hungry inmates.* Hakim grandson 
of Khuweilid used also, though the attempt was 
sometimes perilous, to carry supplies to his aunt 
Khadija.f 


* Uishum belonged to the Bani Lowcy, but he was the uterine 
brother of Faztla, a HAshimite; — “Now this man used to go with 
a camel to the children of H&sliim and Muttalib, by night; and 
when he approached the entrance, to their quarters 
he would let down the nose string of the camel from its head, 
and striking it on the side, would cause it to enter into the Sheb ; 
making over to the inmates the corn wherewith it was laden.” 
Hishdmi, p. 118. 

t “ The Htishimites remained in this position for two or three 
years, till they became helpless. Not an article reached them, 
but covertly and by stealth, from such of the Coreish as were 
actuated by the tics of propinquity. On one occasion, Abu Jahl 
met Hakim, grandson of Khuweiled, and with him a slave carrying 
wheat for his auntKhadIja. Abu Jahl stopped him, and, swearing 
at him, tlircatened that if he would not desist he would disgrace 
him in Mecca. Abul Bokhtari came up and sought to quiet Abu 
Jahl, saying that it was natural and right for Hakim to take food 
for his aunt. Abu Jahl would not listen, but fell upon Hakim ; 
who, however,, got the better of him, and forced him to retire 
kicked and woimded.” Hishdmi, p. 109. 

But stories tending to the abasement of Abu Jahl are related 
by the traditionists with such evident zest, that they are to l>e 
received by us with caution. 
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Though the sympathies of many were called 
forth by the sufferings of the Hashimites, the cause 
of Islam itself did not advance during the period of 
this weary seclusion ; for that seclusion had its full 
and expected effect in cutting off the mass of the 
people from the personal influence of Mahomet and 
of his converts. The efforts of the Prophet were 
necessarily confined to the conversion of the mem- 
bers of his own noble clan who, though unbelievers 
in his mission, had resolved to defend his person; 
and to the strengthening of his previous converts in 
the faith. Accordingly, we find in the portions of 
the Coran delivered at this time directions from 
God to retire from the unljelievers, and confine his 
preaching to his near kinsmen and to the faithful ; — 

• * * Verily tliey are a rebellious people; 

Wherefore turn from them, and thou shall not be blamed. 

And admonish ; for admonition profiteth the believers.* 

• • • • ♦ 

Invoke with God no other god, lest thou be of those consigne<l 
to torment. 

And preach imto thy Relatives, those that be of nearer kin. 

And conduct thyself gently unto the Believers that follow thee. 

And if they disoljey thee. Say, I am free from that which ye do. 

And put thy trust in Him that is glorious and merciful.* 


* Sura li. 55. 

t Sura xxvi. 212. “ Conduct thyself gently” — literally, Lmrer 

thyufings : — i , j — The same expression is used 

in Sura xv. 88: — 

Stretoh not forth thine eves unto the provision which we have given unto 
sevcml of them, neither he covetous thereof. 

But liehavc with gentleness (lmrer thy winyii) unto the Bclievei-sj 
And sny; Verily, I mn n plain Preacher. 
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The exemplary bearing of Mahomet under these 
trying circumstances, and the spirit of clanship 
uniting all that shut themselves up with him and 
Abu Talib, must undoubtedly have secured in some 
degree for the new religion itself, the general coun- Bnt it drew 
tenance of the Hashimites, and may perhaps have the Ha»hiin- 
helped to add some few followers from their ranks. 

But the weary years of confinement contributed 
probably no more important result. 

The time of pilgrimage alone afforded Mahomet MiAomet 

• T n ^ rrti • ^ n • ^ vi»iu the fairs 

a wider field. That interval ot umversal amnesty ami aasem- 
was turned, (as it had indeed already been before 
the ban,) to careful account in visiting and ex- 
horting the various tribes that flocked to Mecca 
and the adjacent fairs. Thus the Prophet used to 
visit the great assemblages at Okatz, Mujanna, and 
Dzul Majaz, as well as the pilgrim encampments at 
Mecca and Minft. He warned them against idolatry ; 
invited them to the worship and service of the One 
God; and promised them not only paradise here- 
after, but prosperity and dominion upon earth, if 
they would believe.* No one responded to his call. 

***** 

And publish that which thou art commanded, and withdraw from the 
Idolaters. 

Verily, We shall suffice for thee against the scoffers, those that set up 
with God other gods; but they will shortly know; 

But do thou praise thy Lord with thanksgiring, and be among the 
Worshippers : — 

And serve thy Lord until dcoth (or the certarnty') overtake thee. 

* Hkliumi, p. 139; Kdtib al Wachdi, p. 41; Tabari, p. 155. 

Wackidi mentions Mahomet's frequenting the three fairs stated 
ill the text, even/ year. There is some foreshadowing of the 
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Abu Labab would follow after him, saying; — Be- 
lieve him 7ioi, he is a lying renegade!* And the 
tribes replied to Mahomet in sore and taunting 
words ; — Thine own kindred and people should 
know thee best; wherefore, do they not believe and 
Is repnis^ follow thee ? So the Prophet, repulsed and grieved, 
would look upwards and thus make his complaint 
unto God: — Oh Lord, if Thou willedst, it would not 
be thus /f But the prayer seemed to pass unheeded. 


victories of Islam in his supposed address, which rather throws 
doubt upon liis having made any promise of worldly domination 
at tliis time. This was the alleged drift of his preaching : “ Te 
People ! Say, There is no God but the Lord. Te will be benejUted 
thereby. Ye will gain the rule of all Arabia, and of Ajam (foreign 
lands), and when ye die ye will reign as kings in Paradise. 

The tribes whom he thus addressed are detailed both by 
Hishami and Wackidi, and include the Bani Kalb, Kinda, Uarb, 
Odzra, Khassofa, Si'ias^, Ghass&n, Ilanifa; from the last of which 
he is related to have received the worst rebuff of all. 

There would be numerous Christians and Jews at the fairs, 
though they did not attend the Meccan pilgrimage. 

* “ And behind him there followed a squint-eyed man, fat, having 
flotving locks on both sides, and clothed in raiment of fine Aden 
stuff. And when Maliomet had finished his preaching, this man 
would begin to address them, saying, that this fellow's only object 
was to draw them away from their gods and genii, to his fancied reve- 
lations ; wherefore follow him not, neither listen unto him. And who 
should this be but his uncle Abdal Ozza, Abu Lahab.” Hishami, 
p. 140. 

t Kdtib al Wackidi, p. 41^. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO CHAPTER FIFTH. 


The Coran as Revealed during this Period. 

I'OLLOWINO the plan observed at the close of the last chapter I 
here propose to notice the character of the Suras, about twenty in 
number, assignable to the period just reviewed.* 

The new and leading feature of these chapters is the close con- connection with 
nection springing up between Mahomet and the Jewish religion. 

The Pentateuch is now constantly mentioned as a Revelation Jewish Scriptnns 
from God to Closes. The object of tlie Coran is “ to attest " its divine ‘•’**^“* 
origin and that of the succeeding Scriptures.f The Jewish boohs 
contain “ clear evidence" of the truth of the Coran, and of the mission 
of Mahomet.J Jewish witnesses are appealed to in proof that the 
New Dispensation is ^‘foretold" in their sacred books, and that the 
Coran is in close conformity with their contents. 

The confidence with which Mahomet refers to the testimony of T«Hmony ud 
the Jews and of their Scriptures, is very remarkable. It leaves jMr”Sw»rIi»" 
us no njom to doubt that some amongst the Jews, possessed pro- ****““'‘‘ 
bably of an imperfect and superficial acquaintance with their own 
books and traditions, encouraged Mahomet in the idea that he 
might be, or positively affirmed that he was, that Prophet whom the 

* The approximate order of these will be given in an Appendix. 

t See Saras xlvL 12, 30; xxxvii. 38; xxxii. 24; x. 37, 93; vi. 93, ct 
fiassim. The Coran is described as a book sent “to attest tbe preceding 
Scriphtree." So the Jews and Christians (severally and together, bat more 
especially, at this period, the former) are styled, “ those to whom the Scrip- 
tures have been given.” Thas it was the entire preceding Scriptures, — the 
Law, the Prophets and the Psalms, and snbscqaently the Gospel, — which 
Mahomet continually described himself as sent to “attest,” “confirm,” 

“fulfil.” 

A complete collection of all the passages of this nature in the Coran 
will be found in a treatise by the author; — “ The testimony home by the 
Coran to the Jewish and Christian Scriptures," Agra, 1856. 

X Sura xxvL 195. “The Coran is borne witness to in the former Scrip- 
tures,” &c. 


Digitized by Google 


184 Appeal to the Jetouih Scriptures. [cii\r. 

Lord their Qod should raise up unto them of their brethren. His 
profound veneration for the Jewish Scriptures, to the implicit 
observance of which there was then fidr ground for assuming that 
he had pledged himself in the Coran, would lull the apprehension 
of the Israelites, and draw them kindly towards him. “ If this 
man,” they would say, “ nold firmly by the Law and the Prophets, 
and seek fervently the guidance of the God of our fathers, he will 
not go astray. Peradventure, the Lord willeth through him to 
lead the heathen Arabs unto salvation. Nay! What if (we erring 
in our interpretation of prophecy as to the Jewish lineage of our 
expected prophet,) this prove the very Messiah sprung from 
the seed of Abraham? In anywise let us wait, watching the 
result; and meanwhile encourage him in the love of the Word of 
God, and the seeking of His face in prayer.” AH rejoiced in the 
Jewish tendencies which had possessed his mind.* * * § Some going 
farther bore a direct and unequivocal testimony to his mission.']' 
It could have been to nothing short of such witness that he referred, 
when he said — They unto whom We have given the Scripture recog- 
nize the Prophet, \ as they do their own children ; and — 

Verily this is a Revelation from the Lord of Creation; 

The faithful Spirit hath descended with it 
Upon thy heart, th.it thou mightest be a Warner, 

In the tongue of simple Arabic. 

And verily it is in the former Scriptures; 

Was it not a Sign unto them that the learned among the Children of 
Israel recognised it? 

And if we hud revealed it to a Foreigner, 

And he had recited it unto them, they had not believed.^ 

S-ST: What think ye, if this Revelation be from God, and ye reject it, and 
a witness from amongst the Children of Israel hath witnessed unto the like 
thereof, and hath believed, and ye turn away sconifully? — Verily, God doth 
not direct the erring folk.|| 


* “Those unto whom we have given the Book rejoice for that which hath 
been revealed unto thee.” Sura xiii. 39. 

t See Suras xxxiv. 6; x. 93; vl U; xxviii. 53; xvii. 10'2, 108; xiiL 45. 

t Or “ recogniie the Coran." Sura vi, 20. 

§ Sura xxvi. 191-198. 

II Sitra xlvi. 10. “ Unto the tike thereof" that is. to its conformity with 
the Old Testament 


Digitized by Googli 


V.] 


lielaUom with the Jews. 


18.5 


Whether the “ Witness, and other Jewish supporters of Ma- cmijcciiirwi ««t(> 

n t I. 1 . 1 1 “wilniM..." 

hornet, were among his professed followers, slaves perhaps, at 
Mecca; or were casual visitors there from Israelitish tribes; or 
belonged to the Jewish residents of Medina (with the inhabitants 
of which city the Prophet was on the point of establishing friendly 
relations), we cannot do more than conjecture. 

But whoever his Jewish friends may have Ix-en, it is evident The .inw» «nptiiy 

•' Mahomet with 

that they had a knowledge — rude and imperfect perhaps, but metcriau for ti.o 
comprehensive, — of the outlines of Jewish history and tradition. 

These, distorted by rabbinical fable, and embellished or parodied 
by the Prophet’s fancy, supplied the material for the Scriptural 
stories, which begin to form a chief portion of the Coran. The 
mixture of truth and fiction, of graphic imagery and of childish 
inanity, the repetition over and over again of the same tale in 
stereotyped expression, and the constant elaborate and ill-con- 
cealed effort to draw an analogy between liimself and tlie former 
prophets by putting the speech of his own day into their lips 
and those of their pretended opposers, fatigue and nauseate the 
patient reader of the Coran. 

To those who have not studied the Revelation of Mahomet, Corrmpnmienc*, 

, mill disagreement 

tJie followintr examples may be useful as illustrating both its re- withUmow 

,,, , \ ,, Tratarocnl. 

markable correspondence with the .Jewish Scriptures, and the 
strange and fanciful deviations from them. The fabulous turn of 
the stories can often lie traced to Rabbinical legend. 

God created Adam of clay, and commanded the angels to fall iiiu»tr,iiions. 
down and worship him.* The devil, .alleging his nobler formation 
from fire, refused and fell.J On receiving his sentence, he threat- 
ened God that he would seduce His new-created subjects; and, in 
tempting them to eat of the forbidden tree, he fulfilled his threat. J 


* Compare P.i. xcvii. 7 ; Hebrews, L 6. “ When lie bringeth the first-born 
into the world, he saith, and let all the angels of God worship him.” 
t “ Ilis ministers a flaming fire." Ps. civ. 4; Heb. L 7. 

J Sara ii. 11-26; xx. ll.S; .xxxviii. 70. Tlic first of tlicsc passages may 
be quoted as a fair specimen of the half scriptural, half legendary style. 

And verily we created you, then fashioned you, then Wo said unto the 
Angels, “Fall down and worship Adam and they worshi)iped all, 
excepting Kblis, who was not one of the worshippers; — 

VOL. II. a a 
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To the facts of Abel’s history, is a<lded the Jewish fiction that 
(Jod, by sending a raven to scratch the ground, indicated to Cain 
tliat the corpse should be buried under the earth.* It would 


He said ** What hindercth thee that thou worshippcst not when I command 
thee?” He answered, — “I am better than he. Thou createdst me 
of Fire, and thou createdst him of clay.” 

He said, “Get thee down from Heaven; it shall not be given thee to 
behave arrogantly therein; get thee hence, verily, thou shall be 
amongst the Despicable.” 

He said, “Respite me unto the Day when (all) shall be raised.” 

He said, “ Verily, thou art of the number respited,” 

He said, “ Now, for that Thou hast caused me to fall, I will lie in wait 
for them in the straight path; 

Then I will fall upon them from before and from behind, and from their 
right hand nud from their left; and Tlion shall not find the must 
part of them thankful.” 

He said, “ Depart from hence, despised and driven off; for those of them 
that shall follow thee, — verily, 1 will fill hell with you together! 
And thou, Adam, dwell thou and thy W’ife in Paradise, and cat from 
whatever quarter ye will, but apptxmch not this Tree, lest ye 
become of the number of the Transgressors!” 

And the Devil tonqited them both that he might discover that which was 
hidden from them of their Nakedness, 

And he said, “Your I>ord hath only forbidden you this Tree, lest ye 
should become Angels, or become Immortuh” 

And bo swore unto tlicm, “Verily, I am onto you one that counselleth 
good.” 

And he misled them by ambitious Desire; and wlicn they had tasted of the 
Tree, their Nakedness appeared unto them, and they began to sew 
together upon themselves the leaves of Paradise. 

And their Lord called unto them, “^Vlmt! did I not forbid you tliis Tree, 
and say unto you that Satan was yonr manifest Enemy?” 

They said, “ Oh, our Lord! We have injured our own Souls, and if Thou 
forgivest us not, and art not merciful unto us, we shall be num* 
bered amongst the Damneil.” 

He said, “ Get ye down, the oac of you an F.nemy to the other; and there 
shall bo unto you on the Earth an habitation and a provision for a 
season — 

He said, “Therein shall ye live, and therein shall ye die, and from thence 
shall ye be taken forth.” 

Tlje expression in the penultimate verse seems to be taken from Gtmsis 
iii. 15. “ And I will put enmity,” &c. 

• Sura V. 33. Sec Geigeris IPos hot Mahornmn^ nus Judenihume. (cc. 
p. 103; where he quotes R. Elifser, Kap. 21, for the Jewish tradition to 


Digitized by Google 


in the Coran. 


187 


be a vain and unprofitable task to follow Mahomet through hU 
labyrinth of truth, discrepancy, and fiction. It will suffice if 1 
but allude to the stories of Abraham, who brake the idols of his 
people, and miraculously escaped the fire into which the Tyrant 
cast him :* of the angel’s visit, when “ Sarali laughed" at the 
promise of a son; and the Patriarch, vainly pleading for Sodom, 
was told that though Lot would be saved, his wife was predestined 
to destruction :f of Abralium’s hand being stayid from tlie sacrifice 
of his son, who was ransomed by “ a noble victim of Joseph, 
in envy of whose beauty the Egyptian women cut their hands with 
knives of Jacob, who when the garment of Joseph was cast over 
him by the messengers from Egypt, recovered his long lost sight :|| 
of Mount Sinai held above the heads of the terrified Israelites to 
force their acceptance of the law: of the Seventy who, when 
struck dead upon the same mount, were quickened to life again 
of David, whom the mountains joined in singing the praises of 
God: and of Solomon, on whose gigantic works the Genii and 
Devils were forced to labour at his bidding: of the Genii, who 
brought the throne of the Queen of Sheba to Solomon in “ the 
twinkling of an eye," and of the lap-wing that flew to her with 
the royal summons :•• of the Jews who broke the Sabbath, and 
were changed into apes:|| of Ezekiel who quickened a great mul- 

the same effect. But in the Jewish tradition the raven shows the mode of 
burial to Adam; in the Coran, to Cain the murderer. * 

• Sura xxi. 52, &e. See the quotations from the Jewish Commentator 
Rabbali of similar legends, in Gei'jer, p. 124. 

t Sura xi. 69; xv. 50; xxvii. 58, &c. 

7 Sura xxxvii. 84. Which son it was is not spcciiled in the Coran. See 
above, p. 155, note. 

§ Sura xii Mahomet makes Joseph to have been inclined towards 
Potiphar’s wife, and only saved from impending sin by a Divine Interposition ; 
Snra xii. 25. So the Rabbin Jochanan; Geiyer, p. 142. The ladies’ cutting 
their hands is also mentioned in the Sepher Ilayyashar. Ibid. 

II Sura xii. 93-96. 

^ Sura it, 55, 63, 93: iv. 153; vii. 172. Fur the analogous rabbinical 
legend, see Geiger, p, 165. 

** Snra xxvii. 16-45; xxxiv. 10-14; xxxviii. 18, 42. For the Jewish 
legends of similar nature, see Geiger, p. 185-187. 

If Sura vii. 164. 
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fitude of tlio dead;* and of Ezra who with his ass was raised to 
life; after they had been dead one hundred years.'f Some 
favourite passages in the sacred record are tlie subject of special 
amplification and frequent repetition. Such are the history of 
Moses, the catrastrophe of the Flood, and the overthrow of Sodom, 
through which the Arabian Prophet, ever recurring to them with a 
wearisome reiteration, seeks to deal forth exhortation and warning 
to the Meccans. A true conception of these curious recitals can 
be gained only from a perusal of the Coran itself. If the reader 
desire a specimen, and have patience and interest for tlie tedious 
deUiil, let him refer to the history of Moses in the twentietli and 
twenty-eighth Suras. 

To acquire so minute a knowledge of considerable portions of 
the Jewish Scriptures, to assimilate these to his former materials, 
and to work them up into tlie elaborate and rhythmical Suras 
which begin now to extend to a considerable length, it was neces- 
sary. to devote much time and careful study. The revelation is 
now seldom the spontaneous and impassioned eloquence of a 
burning Faith; it is rather the tame and laboured result of 
ordinary composition. For this end many a midnight hour must 
have been stolen from sleep, — though ostensibly devoted to prayer 
and the recitation of God's word. Such employment is probably 
I'eferred to in passages like the following; — 

Oh thou that art wrapped up? 

Arise during the Night, e.xecpting a sraall portion thereof: — 

A Half of it; or diminish therefrom a little, 

Or add thereto. And recite tlie Coran with well measured recitation. 
Verily, Wk shall inspire thee with weighty words. 

Verily, the hours of Night arc the best for fervent maceration, and dis- 
tinct utterance. 

Truly by Day thou hast a protracted Labour. 

And commemorate the name of thy Lord, and consecrate thyself solely 
unto Him.J 

* Sura ii. 244. The name of Ezekiel is not given. But the germ of the 
legend seems to lie in the vision of the Kesurrection of the Dry Bones. 
Etehitl, xxxvii. 1-10. 8ee Geiger, p. 193. who traces it to the Talmud. 
Unnheii, p. 92. 

t Sura ii. 260. The name is not given, hut commentators arc agreed it 
was Otair or Ezra. Both Sale (in loco) and Geiger, (p. 195) as well as 
Maracci (vol. i. p. 98) connect the story witli Nehemiah’s circuit of the 
niiiied city Nthrmi.ih ii. 12. 

J Sura Ixxiii. 1-7. 
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It is possible that the convictions of Mahomet may have be- 
come so blended with his grand object and course of action, tliat 
the very sludg of the Coran, and effort to compose it, were regarded 
as his best season of devotion. But the stealthy and disingenuous 
manner in whicli he now availed himself of Jewish information, 
producing the result, not only as original, but as evidence of inspi- 
ration,* begins to furnish proof of an active, though it may have 
been unconscious, course of dissimulation and falseliood, to be 
palliated only by the miserable apologj' of a pious end. 

On this weak point his enemies were not slow to seize. They 
accused him of fabrication, and of being assisted therein by others ; 
— “ They are fables” said they “ of the ancients which he hath had 
written down; they are dictated unto him morning and evening.” 
To these most damaging unputations Maliomet could only answer; 
— “ He hath revealed it who knoweth that which is hidden in 
heaven and in earth: He is forgiving and merciful.” f 

Up to this period there is hardly any mention of the Christian 
Scriptures, The available sources of information regarding them 
were probably as yet imperfect. 


• See Sura xxxTiii. 70. The story of Man’s Creation, and the Fall 
of Satan, is thus prefaced : — ” / had no knowledge regarding the Heavenlg 
Chiefs when theg disputed; verilg. it hath been revealed unto me for no other 
purpose than (to prove) that 1 am a public Preacher,'* So Sura xxviii. 
45-47, regarding the story of Moses at the Mount Also xii. 102; after 
relating the history of Joseph, he adds, “ This is one of the secret histories, 
which we have revealed unto thee; thou was not present with them," &c. Com- 
pare Sura XXV. .14 : — “ Anil theg shall not come unto thee with ang parable, 
(i.e. hard question,) but I will bring thee the truth, (iu answer,) and a most 
excellent interpretation," 
t Sura XXV. 4-0. 
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CHAPTER SIXTH. 


Froin the Tenth Year of the Mission of Mahomet to the 
Hegira; viz, from the Fiftieth to the Fifty-third Year 
of his Life, 

In the beginning of the tenth year of his Mission 
(the fiftieth of his life), Mahomet and his kinsmen 
were still shut up in the isolated quarter of Abu 
Talib. The only interval of freedom and relief, as 
has been already stated, occurred at the annual 
pilgrimage. Buying and selling, giving and receiv- 
ing in marriage — all the intercourse of social life, 
was totally suspended between them and the rest of 
the Coreish. The Hashimites were thus virtually 
blockaded for the space of two or three years. 

At last the sjunpathies of a numerous section of 
the Coreish were aroused. They saw in this form 
of persecution something more than a conscientious 
struggle against an impostor. The justice of ex- 
tending the ban to the whole llashimite stock 
seemed doubtful. Many, especially those related to 
the family, began to grieve at the rupture. 

It was discovered by some of the friends of 
Mahomet that the parchment in the Kaaba, on 
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which the ban was engrossed, had been almost their deed has 
entirely devoured, by insects. The important news insects; and' 
was told to Mahomet ; and Abu Talib resolved to ™ 
found thereon an effort for the dissolution of the 
league. The venerable chief, now more than four- 
score years of age,* issued forth from his closed 
quarter, and proceeded, with a band of followers, 
to the Kaaba. Addressing the chief men of the 
Coreish, as usual assembled there, he said, — “ Intel- 
ligence hath reached me that your parchment hath 
been eaten up of insects. If my words be found 
true, then desist from your evil designs; if false, I 
will deliver up Mahomet that ye may do with him 
as ye list.” The whole company agreed that it should 
l)e thus. So they sent for the document; and when 
they had opened it out, they saw that it was even 
as Abu Talib had said ; a great part had been de- 
voured by white-ants and was no longer legible. 

Abu Talib, perceiving their confusion, bitterly up- 
braided them with inhumanity and breach of social 
obligation. He then advanced with his band to the 
Kaaba, and standing behind the curtain, prayed to 
the Lord of the Holy House for deliverance from 
their machinations. Having done this, he retired 
again to his abode. 

The murmurs of the party that favoured the ;nie iirishim- 
H&shimites, now found an opportunity of effective 
utterance. The partizans of the Prophet were eTnao'ATx 

• Kfitib al WuiHdi, p. 23. 
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emboldened. The Coreisli had hardly recovered 
from surprise at the sudden appearance and sudden 
departure of Abu Tjilib, when five chief men rose 
up from their midst, and declaring themselves ini- 
mical to tlie league, put on their armour, and pro- 
ceeded to the quarter of Abu Tiilib. Standing by, 
they commanded all that had taken refuge there to 
go forth to their respective homes in security and 
peace. So they went forth in the tenth year of the 
Prophet’s mission. The Ckireish, confounded by 
the boldness of the stroke, offered no opposition. 
They perceived that a strong party had grown up 
who would resent by arms any attempt to lay vio- 
lent hands upon the Moslems.* 


• Among the five chiefs was Abut Bokhtari, whose safety in 
return Mahomet vainly endeavoured to secure at Badr. Another 
was Zohair, a maternal grandson of Abd al Muttalib. A third 
was Mntim, who shortly afterwards took the Prophet under his 
protection on his return from Tayif See below. 

The version in the text is chiefiy from the Secretary of WTickidi, 
(p. 40,) with the omission only of the fiction that God had com- 
vimkated to his prophet the information that the document had 
been eaten up all except the words “ in the name of Godf with 
which (according to the ancient Meccan custom, Tahari, p. 1 47,) 
it commenced, and that Abu Talib told this to tlie Coreish. 

Two sep.aratc traditions are given both by Hishami and Tabari. 
One as above. The other that the five chiefs had preconcerted a 
plan for the dissolution of the league. IJepairing to the place of 
concourse, each began, as if independently, to speak against the 
ban, and the Coreish were already influenced V)y their appeal, 
when Mutim arose to tear up the document, and found that it 
had been eaten up. J/ishdmi, p. 118; Tabari, p. 145. 
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Repose and liberty followed the breaking up of the 
hostile league; but they were not long to be enjoyed 
by Mahomet. In a few months he was visited by 
trials more severe than any that had yet befallen 
him. The tenth year of his mission (the third 
before the Hegira) had not yet passed when Khadija 
died; and five weeks later he lost his protector Abu 
Talib also.* 


I Iiave endeavoured to weave both version-s into the likeliest 
historical form. Weil supposes the document to have been des- 
troyed during the night by some partizan of Mahomet. But this 
could hardly have been done. The ravages of wliite ants are not 
thus easily counterfeited : they have a peculiar appearance. 

• The authorities regarding these dates are contradictory, and 
we must be content with probabilities. 

The Katib al Wackidi says (p. 23,) tliat Khadija died after 
Abu T&lib a month and five days : Ibn Coteiba also, that she died 
after him three days. The authorities, however, quoted in the 
Mowahiballadoniya, give Ramadhan (December CIO,) as the date 
of Khadija’s death, and Shawwal (January C20,) for that of Abu 
Tilib. Sprenger is not clear; in one place (p. 196, note 2,) he 
says that “Khadija died ajler Abu Tilib;” but in the next page, 
“ one month and five days after his wife he lost his uncle and 
protector, the noble-minded Abu Talib.” 

The middle of ShawwM is the date generally agreed upon for 
Abu Talib’s decease {^Kdtib al Wdckidi, p. 23); and the end 
of the same month, or about a fortnight later, as the period when 
Mahomet, downcast and distressed by the two bereavements, set 
out for Tuyif. We must therefore either suppose that Khadija 
died within this fortnight, i.e. within the last fifteen days of 
Shawwal, or that she died before Abu Tiilib. Ibn Coteiba’s tra- 
dition that she died three days after Abu Tilib, would be con- 
sistent with the former supposition. But this is unlikely; and 
moreover the interval between the two deaths is generally repre- 
sented as thirty-five days. KAtibal WAckidi, pp. 23, 40. 
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The death of his wife was a grievous afl3.iction. 
For five-and-twenty years she had been his counsel- 
lor and support; and now his heart and home were 
left desolate. Ilis family however no longer needed 
her maternal care. The youngest daughter, Fatima, 
was approaching womanhood,* and an attachment 
was perhaps already forming with Ali, her father’s 
nephew and adopted son. Though Khadija (at her 
death threescore and five years old) must long ago 
have lost the charms of youth, and though the cus- 
tom of Mecca allowed polygamy, yet Mahomet was, 
during her lifetime, restrained from other marriages 
by affection and gratitude, and perhaps also by the 
wish to secure more entirely for his cause the influ- 
ence of her family. His grief at her death at first 
was inconsolable, for he was liable to violent and 
deep emotion ; but its effects were transient. The 
place of Khadija could be filled, though her devo- 
tion and virtues might not be rivalled, by numerous 
successors.! 


In this view, it seems more natural to adopt the alternative that 
she died in the first half of Ramadh&n (December 619); that 
Abu Talib died in the middle of Shaww&l (January 620); and 
that Mahomet, overcome by despondency at these successive 
bereavements, and by the renewed opposition of the Coreish, set 
out for Tayif the end of the latter month. 

• She would be then about twelve or thirteen years of age. 
t She was buried in the cemetery of Mecca, (afterwards called 
Jannat al Maala,) to the north-west of the city. See Burton's 
Description of the Tomb which is visited by pilgrims, vol. iii. p. 351. 
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The loss of Abu T&lib, who lived and died an f 
unbeliever, was, if possible, a still severer bereave- 
ment. We may dismiss without much attention 
the legend that on his deathbed, in reply to the 
earnest appeal of his nephew, he declared that he 
was prevented from giving his assent to the creed 
of Islam only because he feared the imputation of 
terror at the approach of death.* Whatever he 
may have said to comfort Mahomet, his whole life 
belies the accusation that the apprehended contempt 
of the Coreish restrained him from avowing his 
convictions. The sacrifices to which Abu Talib 
exposed himself and his family for the sake of his 
nephew, while yet incredulous of his mission, stamp 
his character as singularly noble and unselfish. They 
afibrd at the same time strong proof of the sincerity 
of Mahomet. Abu Talib would not have acted thus 
for an interested deceiver; and he had ample means 
of scrutiny. 

When the patriarch felt that life was ebbing, he The io«s of 
summoned his brethren, the sons of Abd al Mut- serereiy felt, 
talib, around his bed, commended his nephew to 
their protection; and, relieved of this trust, died 
in peace.f Mahomet wept bitterly for his uncle; 


* See Weil's Mohammad, p. 67, note 79; and Kdtibal Wddcidi, 
p. m. 

■f “ After his death Mahomet prayed for his salvation ; but he 
had not yet gone forth from the house, when Gabriel descended 
■with the verse forbidding to pray for unbelievers 'who have died 
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and not without good reason. For forty years he 
had been tlie prop of his chUdhood, the guardian of 
his youth, his tower of defence in later life. The 
place of Khadija might be supplied, but not that of 
Abu Talib. , His very unbelief rendered his influ- . 
ence the stronger. So long as he survived, Maho- 
met needed not to fear violence or attack. But there 
was no strong hand now to protect him from his 
foes. 

Grieved and dispirited by these bereavements 
following so closely one upon the other, aud dread- 
ing the unrepressed insolence of the Coreish, Maho- 
met kept chiefly at home, and seldom went abroad.* 
The dying behest of Abu Talib had now an unex- 
in scepticism. Kalib al WdcLidi, p. 23. See also Sura ix. 1 1 5. This 
verse however occurs in one of the latest Suras ; there is no reason 
to believe that the rule enunciated in it had yet been given forth 
before the Hegira, though the system was fast tending towards it. 

It is also said that Mahomet wept and commanded Ali to wash 
his father’s corpse, and place it in the winding sheet, and bury 
him. Kdtib al WddSdi, Ibid. But this looks like one of the 
Alyitc traditions, which would refer all important commissions 
to Ali. It is not probable that the last services to a man of Abu 
Tftlib’s position, surrounded by brothers and sons, would be left 
to Ali alone, acting under Maliomet’s orders. 

* Ibid. p. 40; Hishdmi, p. 138; Tabari, p. 149. The two 
latter say that the indignities he suffered at this time were so 
great that on one occasion the popul.acc cast dirt upon his head. 

He returned to his house in this plight; one of his daughters 
arose to wipe off the dirt, and she wept. And Mahomet said, 

“ My dauyhter, weep not ! for verily the Lord will be thy father's 
helper." They add that he suffered no such indignity as that 
while Abu Tilib lived. 


Digitized by Google 


VI.] Mahomet protected by Abu Lahal. 197 

pected eftect ; for Abu Lahab, heretofore the avowed 
enemy of Mahomet, was softened by his despon- 
dency and distress, and spontaneously became his 
guardian. “ Do" he said, “ as thou hast hem in 
the habit of doing, while Abu Tdlib was yet with us. 

By lAt! no one shall hurt thee while I live" But 
the generous pledge was not long observed. Abu 
Lahab was gained over by the Coreish to their 
party, and Mahomet left to protect himself as he 
best could.* 

The position of the Arabian Prophet now was Cniicai 
critical. He must either gain the ascendancy atS^omeu 
Mecca, abandon his prophetical claims, or perish 
in the struggle. Islam must either destroy idolatry, 
or idolatry must destroy Islam. Things could not 
remain stationary. His followers, though devotedly 
attached, and numbering a few once influential citi- 
zens, were but a handful against a host. Open 


* Thi( curioiu episode is given in detail by the Kutib al 
Wackidi, (p. 40). At first when Ibn Gbaitala abused Abu Lahab 
as a renegade for taking the part of Mahomet, the Coreish ad- 
mitted the excuse of Abu Lahab, and even praised him for his 
attempt “ to bind up family differences.” But shortly after Oeba 
and Abu Jahl told him to ask in what place Abd al Muttalib 
was; and on Mahomet's confessing that he was in Hell, Abu 
Lahab left him in indignation, saying, — “ I will not cease to be 
thine enemy for ever!” 

Whatever may have been the immediate cause, it is evident 
that Abu Lahab soon was led again to abandon his nephew 
through the instigation of the evil-disposed Coreish. 
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hostilities, notwithstanding every endeavour to pre- 
vent them, might any day be precipitated, and ruin 
irretrievably his cause. The new faith had not 
been gaining ground at Mecca. There had been 
no conversions, none at least of any note, since those 
of Omar and Hamza, three or four years before. 
A few more years of similar discouragement, and 
his chance of success was gone. 

Urged by such reflections as these, Mahomet 
began to look around him. The Meccans knew not 
the day of their visitation, and had well nigh sealed 
their doom. It was perhaps the will of the Lord that 
succour and salvation should come from some other 
people. Tayif (sixty or seventy miles to the east of 
Mecca) ■was the nearest city of importance. It might 
be that God would turn the hearts of its inhabitants, 
the idolatrous Thackifltes, and use them as his 
instruments to chastise the Meccans, and establish 
his religion on the earth. To them, accordingly, 
he resolved to deliver his message. 

Abu Talib had been buried hardly a fortnight, 
when Mahomet, followed only by the faithful Zeid, 
set out on his adventurous mission.* His road (as 
fiu- as Arafat it Avas the pilgrim’s route) lay over 


* Hisliurai, (p. 136,) and Tabari, (p. 149,) say that he went 
entirely alone; — but the Katib al Wackidi, (p. 40^,) that he was 
accompanied by Zeid, who was wounded in attempting to defend 
his master. As to the date, the latter says “ there were still some 
days of Shawwil remaining," when he started. 
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dismal rocks and through barren defiles for about 
forty miles, when it emerged on the crowning heights 
of Jebel Kora, with its rich gardens and charming 
prospect. Thence, descending through fertile val- 
leys, the smiling fruits and flowers of which sug- 
gested perhaps the bright picture of the conversion 
of the Thfickifites, he advanced to their city. 

Though connected by frequent intermarriage, the 
inhabitants of Tayif were jealous of the Coreish.* 

They had a Lat, or chief idol, of their own. It 
might be possible, by appealing to their national 
pride, as well as to their conscience, to enlist them 
on the side of Islam against the people of Mecca. 

Mahomet proceeded to the three principal men of 
the city, who were brothers ;f and, having explained 
his mission, invited them to claim the honour of sus- 
taining the new faith, and supporting him in the fiice 
of his hostile tribe. But he failed in producing con- Ho fails in 

. . • 1 • 11 1 • gaining over 

viction. Ihey cast in his teeth the common objec- a* chief men: 
tions of his own people, and advised that he should 
seek protection in some other quarter.J 

* They were descended from a common ancestor with the 
Coreish, Modhar, (B.C. 31,) See Introduction, chap. iii. p.cxcvi. 

In illustration of their independent and antagonistic position, see 
their hostile conduct in siding with Abraha in his invasion of 
Mecca. Introduction, chap. iv. p. cclxiii. 

t One of them had a Coreishite wife of the Bani Jurah, a 
branch which contained many adherents of Islam, and must 
therefore have been intimately acquainted with the politics of 
Mecca and the claims and position of Mahomet. 

J Hishfimi has given the words of each of the brothers, but 
they are probably imaginary, p. 137. 
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and is Mshomet remained in TAyif tor about ten days ; 

ignoniiniously , , , <* i i 

expeUed the but, though many of the influential men came at his 

cityi 

call, no hopeful impression was made upon them. 
Thus repulsed, he solicited one favour only, that 
they would not divulge the object of his visit, for 
he feared on his return the taunts and aggravated 
hostility of the Coreish. But this, even if it had 
been possible, the men of Ta\nf were little likel}' to 
concede. For the first few days, perhaps, the com- 
mon people regarded with awe the Prophet who 
had turned Mecca upside down, and whose preach- 
ing probably many had heard at the pilgrimage or 
fairs. But the treatment he was receiving at the 
hands of their Chiefs, and the disproportion to the 
outward eye between the magnitude of his claims 
and his solitary helpless condition, turned fear into 
contempt. They were stirred up to hasten the 
departure of the unwelcome visitor. They hooted 
him in the streets; they pelted him with stones; 
and at last they obliged him to flee out of their 
city, pursued by a relentless rabble. Blood flowed 
from wounds in both his legs;. and Zeid, endeavour- 
ing to shield him, received a severe injury in his 
head. The mob did not desist until they had 
chased him two or three miles across the sandy 
plain to the foot of the hills that surround the city. 
There, wearied and mortified, he took refuge in one 
of the numerous orchards, and rested under a vine.* 

• “ The town is celebrated all over Arabia for its beautiful 
gardens: but these arc situated at the foot of the mountains which 
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Hard by was the garden of- two of the Coreish^Restsata 
Otba and Sheyba ; for the wealtliy Meccans had their outskirts, 
pleasure grounds (as they still have) near Tayif.* 

They watched the flight of Mahomet ; and, moved 
with compassion, sent a tray of grapes for his re- 
freshment-f Their slave, a Christian from Nineveh, 
who brought the fruit to him, was charmed by the 
pious style of the Prophet’s address; and Mahomet 
was perhaps solaced more by the humble devotion 
of Addas than by the grateful shade and juicy 
grapes.f After a little, composed and re-assured, he 


encircle the sandy plain. I did not see any gardens, nor even a 
single tree within the walls ; and the immediate neighbourhood is 
entirely destitute of verdure.” The nearest gardens appeared to 
be on the S. W. side, at the distance of about half or three 
quarters of an hour.” Burkhardt's Travels in Arabia, p. 85. 

The quarter from which Mahomet made his escape would be 
the west; so that he would probably have at least some three 
miles of sandy plain to cross, before he secured his retreat to one 
of the gardens. 

• Ibid. p. 85. 

f Burkhardt “ tasted at Tayif grapes of a very large size and 
delicious flavour. The gardens are also renowned for the abun- 
dance of their roses.” Ibid. The gardens on the eminences of 
Jebel Kora also abound in vines “ the produce of which is of the 
best quality,” besides a variety of other fruits. Ibid. p. 64. The 
grapes were ripe when the traveller passed in the montlis of 
August and September ; the visit of Mahomet was (according to 
M. C. de Perceval’s calculations,) about four months later. 

J The story of Addas is not in the Katib al Wackidi. Hishami 
and Tabari gave it with many fanciful additions. When Add&s 
ofi’ered the grapes, Mahomet exclaimed, “In the name of Godf as 
he stretched fortli his hand to receive them. “ Is this the mode 
of speech," asked the slave, “of the people of this country?” 

VUL )i. D D 
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Ix-took himself txj prayer, and the folloAving Onioli- 
ing and plaintive petitions arc still preserved as 
those in which his burdened soul gave vent to its 
His prayer, distrc.ss. “Oh Lord!* I make my complaint unto 
Thee of the feebleness of my strength, and the 
poverty of my expedients ; and of my insignificance 

“And of what country” said Mahomet “art thou, and what is 
thy religion?” “A Christian of the people of Nineveh.” “Ah!” 
replied Mahomet, “ the people of the righteous Jonas the son of 
Matlail” “ And, what” rejoined the slave, “ hath made thee ac- 
quainted witli Jonas son of Mattai?” “ He wjis my brother; for 
he was a prophet, and I too am a prophet.” WTiercupon Addas 
fell to kissing the head and hands and feet of Mahomet, to tlie 
astonishment of his masters who were looking on from a distance. 

The story in this form is of course apocryphal; and I should 
have omitted the incidents regarding Addas altogctltcr, but that 
it is difficult to conceive how they could have found their way 
into this particular part of the history, without some foundation 
of fact. It is probable therefore that Mahomet did meet and con- 
verse with a Christian slave on this occasion. 

• Zeid may have overheard and repeated the petitions; but 
we cannot, of course, place much confidence in the traditions 
which hand down this prayer. It is thus given by Ilishumi, 
(p. 137,) and Tabari, (p. 151). 

, ^ 1 ^ y , itlj y ^ V gVtfi \ yL^l 

Li-Jl y V. • 

y JV' ^ sAr*' 

Ckf>-y yyAJ jytl , ^ t^y^ 1 .^ CJoLwlc 

j (id 

* jevo yl ^ U-’' kX* J 
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before Mankind. Oh Thou most Mei'cifiil! tliou 
art the Lord of the weak, and thou art my Lord. 
Into whose hands wilt thou abandon me? Into the 
hands of tlie strangers that beset me round? or of 
the enemy to whom thou hast given the mastery 
over me? If Thy wrath be not upon me, 1 have no 
concern; but rather thy favour is the more wide 
unto me. I seek tor refuge in the light of thy 
gracious countenance, by which the darkness is 
dispersed, and peace ariseth both for tliis world and 
the next, that thy wrath light not upon me, nor 
thine indignation. It is thine to show anger until 
Thou art pleased; and there is not any power or 
resource but in Thee.” 


Ile-invigorated by the pause, he set forth on liis Audience of 
journey homewards. About half way, loth to re- n^uu!" 
turn to Mecca, he halted in the valley of Nakhla^ 
where was an idol-temple, a grove, and a garden.* 


* Nakhla was a valley about half-way between Mecca and 
Tiiyif. It is famous as the scene of the first e.xpedition planned 
by Mahomet against the Meccans in which blood was shed. In 
describing it on that occasion, the Kutib al Wuckidi says, “ the 
valley of Nakhla is a garden of Ibn Amir, near to Mecca.” But 
the nearness has reference only to Medina, from which the c.\pcdi- 
tion proceeded, and is quite consi.stent with the assumed position 
half-way between Mecca and Tityif. 

Tliere was there an image of Uzza, held in estimation by the 
Coreish and other tribes, and destroyed after the taking of Mecca. 
Kiitib al WAckidi, p. 12!) ; Hishdnu, p. .371; M. C- de Perceval, 
vol. i. p. 2G9, vol. iii. p. 241. Its jxisition is farther marked by 
tile “engagement of Nakhla” in the sacrilegious war during the 
youth of Maliomet. The llawdzin pursuetl the Coreish from the 
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Tliere, as he arose at night to prayer, or perhaps as 
he dreamed, his nervous and excited imagination 
pictured crowds of Genii pressing forward to hear 
his exhortations, and ardent to embrace Islam. 
The romantic scene has been thus perpetuated in 
the Coran: — 

“ And call to mind when We caused a company of the Genii 
to turn aside imto thee that they might listen to the Coran. 
When they were present at the recitation thereof, they said Give 
tar. And when it was ended, they returned unto their people, 
preaching. They said, — Oh our People I verily we have been 
listening to a Book which hath been sent down since Moses, 
attesting the Truth of the Scripture preceding it. It guideth 
unto the Truth, and into the straight Path. Oh our People 1 
Obey the Summoner from God, and believe in him, that He may 
forgive you your sins, and save you from an awful punishment.* 

fair of Ocatz to' this spot, which was within the sacred limits 
around Mecca, or at least close upon them ; — See chap. ii. p. 2 ; 
M. C. de Perceval, vol. i. p. 307. 

It may probably be the same as the “ Wady Mohram,” noticed by 
Burkhardt as the point in the direction of Tuyif at which the pil- 
grims assume the Ihrum or pilgrim garb ; (p 67). The supposition 
is, perhaps, confirmed by the fact that the party sent by Mahomet 
to Nakhla shaved themselves there, to deceive the caravan they were 
about to attack into the belief that they were peaceable pilgrims. 
Wady Mohram, like the Nakhla of Mahomet’s time, has still fruit 
trees and gardens. The Kutib al Wiickidi’s stotement that there 
was a garden at Nakhla proves tliat it was on the Tayif side of the 
mountain range ; since all on the Meccan side is barren. 

On the whole M. C. de Perceval’s description of Nakhla as 
“midway between Mecca and Tayif,” [vol. iii. p. 34,) may be 
accepted as pretty accurate. 

Cnf. Sprenger's “First notice of A. von Kremer's Wdekidi,” 
Asiatic Society's Journal, 1856, p. 15, which I did not see till the 
above had been written. 

• Sura .xlvi. 29 &c. The scene is described in Sura Ixxii. 
which opens thus; — 
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After spending some days at Nakhla, he again Mahomet 
proceeded towards Mecca. But before entering the mocm! *° 
city, which he feared to do (now that the object of • 


Sat; it hath been revealed to me that a companj of Qenii lutencd, and 
they said, — “ Verily wo have heard a marvellous discours&(lit. Corau ;) 

It leadeth to the right direction; whercibre we believod therein, and we 
will not henceforth associate any with onr Lord; 

And as to Him, — may the Majesty of our Lord be exalted ! — 

He hath taken no Spouse, neither hath He any Offspring. 

Bnt verily the foolish people amongst us have spoken of God that which 
is nnjnst; 

And we verily thought that no one amongst Men or Genii would have 
uttered a lie against God. 

And truly there are people amongst Men, who have sought for refuge 
unto people among the Genii, but they only multiplied their folly. 
And they thought, as ye think, that God would not raise any from 
the dead. 

And we tried the Heavens, but found them filled with a powerful Guard, 
and with darning Darts; 

And we sat on some of the Stations to listen, bnt whoever listeneth now 
findetb an ambush of flaming Darts. 

And tmly we know not whether evil be intended for them that are on 
Earth, or whether their Lord intendeth for them right direction. 

And there arc amongst ns righteous persons, and amongst us persons 
of another kind; — we arc of various sorts: 

And verily we thought that no one conld frustrate God on earth, neither 
could we escape from him by flight; 

Wherefore when we heard the direction, wo believed therein .” — (and so 
on, the Genu speaking as true iloslemt,') 

« • • • 

And verily when the servant of God (Mahomet) stood up to call upon 
Him, they (the Genii) were near jostling him by their numbers, &c. 

Notwithstanding the crowds of genii here alluded to, Hishiuni 
(whose traditional authorities seem to have had a wonderfully 
intimate acquaintance with the liabits and haunts of the Genii,) 
states that they were seven Genii belonging to Nisibln, who 
happened to pass that way, and were arrested by hearing Maliomet 
at his devotions reciting the Coran. Others say they were nine 
in number and came from Yemen, or from Nineveh. And it is 
added that they professed the Jewish religion! This of course 
arose from the reference made by them in the Coran to Moses. 
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his visit to Tajif could not be kept secret) without 
u protector, he turned aside by a northward path to 
his ancient liaunts in the vicinity of Mount llira • 
From thence he despatched two imsuccessful mes" 
sages to solicit the guardianship of certain influen- 
tial chiefs. At last he bethought him of Mutim 
(one of the five who had been instrumental in 
procuring the removal of the ban) ; and sent word 
beseeching that he would bring him in to the city 
under his protection. Mutim assented ; and, having 
summoned his sons and adherents, bade them 
buckle on their armour and take their stand by 
the Kaaba. Mahomet and Zeid then entered 
Mecca; and, when they had reached the Kaaba, 
Mutim stood upright on his camel and called aloud, 
— “ O ye Coreish! verily I have given the pledge 
of protection unto Mahomet ; wherefore let not any 
one amongst you molest him.” Then Mahomet 
went forward, kissed the corner stone, and returned 
to his house guarded by Mutim and his party. 
The generosity and faithfulness of Mutimf have 

• Burkhardt mentions that on tlie Mecc-an side of the Minii 
valley (i.e. the Tayif road,) tlicre is “a side valley leading towiml 
Jabel NOr” or Hiru. It may liave been by this or a similar glen 
that Mahomet now turned aside to his cave and old haunts. Burk- 
Imrdi, p. 279. 

The modem traditions on tlie subject seem to place the site 
much nearer Mecca. Sec Burton, vol. iii. p. .353. 

t The following arc the lines, which form a good illustration of 
the value of contemporary poetry as auxiliary evidence of tra- 
ditional facts : — 


Digitized by Google 



V,.] 


Mahomet nuirries Sawda. 


•207 


been perpetuated by Ilassun the poet of Medina 
and friend of the Prophet. 

There is somethiuff lofty and heroic in this jour- 
ney of Mahomet to Tayif; a solitary man, despised 
and rejected by his own people, going Ixildly forth 
in the name of God,^ — like Jonah to Nineveh, — and 
summoning an idolatrous city to repentance and to 
the supixirt of his mission. It sheds a strong light 
on the intensity of his own belief in the divine 
origin of liis calling. 

Mahomet sought for solace in the midst of I’amily Maiiomct 
bereavement and public indignities, from a double sawda^ Fei> 
matrimonial alliance. Sakran with his wife Sawda, a.dI ' 
both of Coreishite blood (but of a stock remote 
from Mahomet), early became converts to Islam, 

^ Jwiyc ^ ^ Lojll 

4UI ^ 

• j be ^ (jjss^ls ^ ; ». e 

Weep, Qh my cycal for the chief of men; let tears gash forth; and when 
they run dry, then pour forth blood 1 

If Oreatnesa had caused any to surrirc for ever amongst Mankind, then 
Greatness had preson ed Mutim unto this day. 

Thou gavest the pledge of protection to the prophet of God from the 
Coreish; and they became Thy servants so long as a pilgrim shall 
shout “Ijabcik!” or assume the pilgrim garb. 

Mutim was a Chief descended from jVbd Shams the brother of 
IliVshim (great grandfather of Mahomet ;) and, along with Hath, 
commanded his tribe in one of the great battles in the Sacrilegious 
War, 586 A.D. M. C. <lc Perceml, vol. i. p. .309. 
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and emigrated to Abyssinia. They had lately 
returned to Mecca, where Sakran died. Mahomet 
now made suit to Sawda, and the marriage (so far 
as we know not one of mere interest and conveni- 
ence, but of affection,) was celebrated within two 
months from the death of Khadija.* 

About the same time he contracted a second 
marriage with Ayesha, the younger daughter of 
Abu Bakr, — a connection mainly designed to 
cement the attachment with his bosom-friend. The 
yet imdeveloped charms of Ayesha could hardly 
have swayed the heart of Mahomet. Though her 
betrothed husband had reached fifty, she was but six 
or seven years of age. Still there may have been 
something more than ordinarily interesting and pre- 
cocious about the child, for the real marriage w th 
her took place not more than three years afterwarcs. 

There is no information as to the terms on which 
Mahomet continued with the family of his deceased 
wife, Khadija; and whether he retained any part of 
the property that belonged to her. During the late 


* See chap. v. p. 162. Sawda, (a cousin of her husband 
Sakran,) belonged to the distant branch of Amir ibn Lowey, which 
separated from the Hashimite stem at the ^venth remove from 
Mahomet. Ibn Coteiba. 

Sprenger says she Imd a son by Sakr&n ; but if so, he did not 
survive, for Ibn Coteiba siiys that Sakriin left no issue. 

Supposing Khadija to have died in December, 619 A.D., Maho- 
met's nuptials with Sawda may have taken place in Februaiy or 
the beginning of March, 620. 
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few troublous years, and especially under the ban, it 
is probable that her wealth had much diminished. 

Perhaps it was shared with the poorer brethren. 

It is certain that during his remaining stay at 
Mecca the Prophet had not much property at his 
disposal; and there are even indications (as we shall 
see below,) that he was straitened in his means. He 
appears still to have continued to live, at least occa- 
sionally, in the quarter, if not m the house, of Abu 
Talib*. 

Repulsed from Tayif, and utterly hopeless of far- Light dawns 

^ through the 

ther success at Mecca, the fortunes of ^lahomct were darkness, 
enveloped in thick gloom, when hope suddenly 
dawnc-d from an unexpected quarter. 

The season of pilgrimage was at hand; and, as Mahomet 
his custom was, the Prophet plied the crowds of Pilgrimage a 
pilgrims with his-soheitations wherever they afforded MSina!"” 
a hkely audience. The ceremonies wore nearly at 
an end; Mahomet had followed the votaries of the 
Kaaba on their procession to the hill of Arafat, and 
now back again to Minil; whence, after sacrificing 
their victims, the multitude would disperse to their 
homes. Wandering through the busy scene that 
now presented itself in the narrow valley of Mina, 
he was attracted by a little group of six or seven 

• Thus at the Miriij or heavenly journey, Mahomet is said to 
have slept during the night in .\hu Titlib’s house. HisMmi 
p. 129; Kntib at Wdekidi, p. 41. 

VOL. II. E K 
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porsons, wliom ho rooognizcd as strangers from 
Medina. “ Of ichat tribe are ye?" said he, coming 
up and kindly accosting them. “ Of the tribe of 
Kliazraj,” they replied. “ Ah ! confederate.’^ of the 
Jews?" “ We are.” “ Then., why shoidd. we not sit 
i/own for a little, and T will speak with you?" The 
offer was accepted willingly, for the fame of 
Mahomet had been noised abroad in Medina, 
and the strangers were curious to see more of the 
man who had created in Mecca so great an excite- 
ment. He then expounded to them his doctrine, 
a.sserted the warrant of a divine mission, set forth 
the difficulties of his position at home, and enquired 
whether they would receive and protect him at 
Medina. The listeners were not slow to embrace 
the faith of Islam. “ But as for protecting thee,” 
said they, “ we have hitherto been at variance 
among ourselves; and have fought great battles, as 
that of Boath. If thou comest to us thus we shall 
who hoiievc Unable to rally around thee. Let us, we pray 
"auacTn”*^ thee, rctum unto our people, if haply the Lord will 
Meiiimi. create peace amongst us; and we will come back 
again unto thee. Let the season of pilgrimage in 
the following year be the appointed time.” Thus they 
returned to their homes, and invited their people to 
the faith.; and many believed, so that there remained 
hardly a family in Medina in which mention was 
not made of the Prophet.* 

• Tho words of tradition have been almost literally followwl 
Katib al WiicLidi, p. 41^; Ilishdmi, p. 112; Tabwi, p. ICO. 
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'I'liis success at Medina, though unexpected, wtis Mctiiim 
not without perceptible causes. Numerous and tiic'iiiHuenccs 
powerful Jewish tribes were settled in the city or miii 
its immediate vicinity, and (as we liave seen in 
former chapter) divided their adherence between 
the two contending factions of the Aws and 
Khuzraj, whose strife frequently stained with blood 
the city and its environs.* “ When the Jews used 
thus to fight with the idolaters at Medina,” — 
relates Ibn Ishac with much simplicity, — “ they 
woidd say ; — A Prophet is about to arise; his time 
draiceth nigh. Him shall we follow; and then 
we shall slay you icith the slaughter of Ad, and 
irem. So when Mahomet addressed the pilgi’ims 
of Medina at Mina, they spake one with another, — 

Know surety that is the same Prophet, whom the 
Jews are wont to threaten us with. Wherefore let m 
make haste and be the frst to join him."jf There is 
truth, though exaggerated and distorted, in this 
.statement. In the close and constant intercourse 


Wackiili menlion.s six a.s composing the company, and in another 
place eight. It is imjmgsible satisfactorily to reconcile discrepancy 
in the n.-imes. See Sprenger, p. 202. In one tradition it is said 
that the Prophet first mot and 6l>oke with two persons from 
Mwlina, not on the occasion of the Yetirlg, but of tlie “Lesser” 
or Personal pilgrimage (Oj/ird). It seems, however, more likely, 
from Maliomct’s being at Mind when he met the Converts, tliat it 
was the Annual pilgrimage, Cnf. Intiotluction, chap. iii. p. ccv. 

* See Introduction, ch;ip. iii. p. ccxxxiv. 

t llishiiini, p. l id; Tabari, p. l(il. 
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l)etween the Jews and the Arabs of Medina, the 
expectation of a Messiah, interwoven throughout 
the whole life of the former, could not but in 
some measure be communicated to the latter. Nor 
could the idolatrous inhabitants live in daily con- 
tact with a race professing the pure theism, and 
practising the stem morality of the Old Testament, 
without being influenced by the practical protest 
thus continually made against the errors of Pa- 
ganism as contrasted with the spiritual worship of 
the one true God. Moreover, Medina was only 
half the distance of Mecca from the Christian tribes 
of southern Syria ; the poet Hassan, and men of his 
stamp from Medina, used to frequent the Christian 
Court of the Ghassanide king; so that Christianity 
as well as Judaism wrought probably a more 
powerful effect upon the social condition of Medina, 
than elsewhere in Arabia. 

The city had been long torn by internal war. 
The sanguinary conflict of Boath, a few years 
before, had weakened and humiliated the Bani 
Khazraj, without materially strengthening the Bani 
Aws. Assassination had succeeded to open fighting. 
Tlicre was no one bold or commanding enough to 
seize the reins of Government; and tlie citizens, 
both Arabian and Jewish, lived in uncertainty and 
suspense. Little apprehension was felt from tlie 
advent of a stranger; even although he was likely 
to usurj), or gain permission to assume, the vacant 
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authority. Deadly jealousy at home, had extin- 
guished the jealousy of influence from abroad. 

Such was the position of Medina. A tribe Modina prc- 
addicted to the superstition of Mecca, yet well 
acquainted with a purer faith, was in the best state 
of preparation to join itself to a reformer of the 
Kaaba worship. Idolatrous Arabs impressed with 
the indefinite anticipation of a Messiah, would 
readily recognize Mahomet as their Prophet. A 
city wearied with faction and strife, would cheerfully 
admit him to their hospitality as a refugee, if not 
welcome him to their counsels as a Chief. 

Looking now to their acquaintance with the new lu inhabitants 
faith, it may be remarked that the politics of hiTcUiuw.*^'* 
Mecca, and the history of the Prophet, could not 
be unknown at Aledina. The Syrian caravans of 
the Coreish not unfrequently halted there. Occa- 
sional intermarriages took place between the inha- 
bitants of the two cities. Mahomet himself was 
descended from a distinguished lady of Khazraj 
birth, espoused by Hiishim; and a favourable in- 
terest, among that tribe at least, was thus secured. 

Abu Cays, a famous poet of Medina, had some time 
before addressed the Coreish in verses intended to 
dissuade them irom interi’erence with Mahomet and 
his followers.* The Jews were already acquainted 

• Ilishami, p. 75; M. C. de Perceval, vol. i. p. 3G8. Tlicre is 
no apparent reason for doubting the authenticity of tlicse verses. 

The foUowiiig is one of them: — 

^ <~r>j ji-h \^j j^\ 
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willi tlie Prophet as a zealous supporter of their 
Seriptures. Parties from Medina went up yearly 
to the solemnities of the Meccan Temple. A few 
had thus come under the direct influence of his 
preaching,* and all were familiar with the general 
nature of his claims. To this was now superadded 
the advocacy of actual convcrts.t 


“One, who is his own master, hath chosen a (new) religion; and there is 
none other kceiier over yon titan the Istrd of the Ueuvens;” (that is, it 
belongs to God alone to eall man to account for his religious opinions). 

Abu Cays had a Cortishitc wife, and had lived some lime at 
Mecca. Wlieii Isluin V^an to sprexul at Medina, his adverse 
influence held back his own tribe (the Aws Munat or Aws Alhih) 
from joining it. Hishdmi, p. 147; M. C. de Perceval, vol. 'ul. p. 5. 
He commanded the Awsites at the battle of Bouth. M. C. de 
Perceval, vol. ii. p. C80. 

• The traditions regarding certain Jews coining to Mahomet 
when at Mecca, with questions to prove hint, apjK'ar to be apocry- 
phal. Yet there can 'be no doubt, frotii Mahotnet's familiarity 
with Jewish history as shown in the Coran, that there was a close 
relation between Mahomet and some profes.sors of the Jewish 
religion for a considerable time before the Hegira; and the Jews 
<jf Medina are the likeliest. 

I There are indeed notices of actual conversion to Islam among 
the citizens of Medimi at an earlier peiiod, but they are not well 
substantiated. 

Thus, before the battle of Boath, a deputation from the Bani 
Aws is said to have visited Mecca, to seek for auxiliaries from 
among the Coreish iu the coming straggle. “ And they listened 
to Mahomet; and AyiU, a youth of their number, declared that 
this was far better than the erriuid they had come uiwu; but Abul 
llaysar their Chief cast dust upon him, saying, they had another 
business than to hear these things." Ayiis, who was killed shortly 
:>fier in the inUuxtine struggles at Medina, is said to have dii.-d a 
true Mussulman, llushdmi, \t. 142; Ttibari, \y. lull. 
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'^riiis was to Mahomet a year of anxiety and ex- 'riic year f.ao 

*' A.I). oiieuf 

pectation. Would the handful of Medina converts anxiity m.d 
remain steady to his cause? Would they be able 
to extend that cause among their fellow-citizens? 

If they should prove unfaithful, or fail of success, 
what resource would then remain? lie might be 
forced to emigrate to Syria or to Abyssinia; and 
«!ek refuge with the Ethiopian Najiishy, or 
amongst the Christian tribes of the northern 
desert. 


Similarly, Smoeid, son of Silrait, an Awsife pcK-t, came ami 
rep-ated to Mahomet the Persian tale of Locman. Mahomet, 
sjiying that he had something betU-r than that, recited the Coran 
to him. The poet was delighted with it; “ he was not far from 
Islam, and some said that he died a Moslem.” Ilithami, p. 141 ; 
Tuhari, p. 158. 

Anticipations of Islam are supplied by tradition, for .Medina as 
well as for Mecca. Thus; — “The first that believed were .Asild 
ibn Zorara and Dznkwan, who set out for Mecca to contend in 
rivalry with Otba son of Kabia. But, on their arrival, Otba said 
to them ; — That praying fellow who fanrieth himself to be the Prophet 
of God, hath occupied us to the exclusion of every other business. 
Now Asiid and Abul Haytham used to converse at Medina with 
each other, about the unity of God. When Dzakwiin, therefore, 
hciird this saying of Otba, ho exclaimed, — Listen, oh Asad.' this 
must be thy religion. So they went straight to Mahomet, who 
expounded to them Islam, and they both believed and returned to 
Medina. And Ashd related to Abul Haytham (a resident of 
Me<lina) all that had passed, and he said “ / too, am a believer, with 
thee." Kdtib al IPiiobVh', p. 41^. Sprenger lulopts this version .-is 
the tme one, since it corresponds with )ii.s theory of the existence 
of Islam before Mahomet. 

It is admitted on aU hands that Asiid and Abul Haytham were 
forward, and early, in the movement at Medina. 
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Tht first The days of pilgrimage at last again came round, 

and Mahomet sought the appointed spot in a 
Mfciino, April, sheltered glen near Mina. His apprehensions were 
at once dispelled ; for there he found a band of 
twelve faithful disciples ready to acknowledge him 
as their prophet. Ten were of the Khazraj, and 
two of the Aws, tribe.* They plighted their faith 
to Mahomet thus ; — “ We will not worship any but 
the One God; we will not steal, neither will we 
commit adultery, or kill our children; we will not 
slander in anywise; and we will not disobey the 
Prophet,^ in anything that is right.” This was 
afterwards called the Pledge of Women, J because, 
as not embracing any stipulation to defend the 
Prophet, it was the only oath ever required from 
females. When all had taken this engagement, 
Mahomet replied ; — If ye fulfil the pledge. Paradise 
shall be your reward. He that shall fail in any part 
thereof, to God belongeth his concern, either to punish 
or forgive. This memorable proceeding is known 
in the annals of Islam as the first pledge of 
Acaba,§ for that was the name of the httle emi- 
nence or detile whither they retired from observation. 

• We approach now to certain groiuid. There is no doubt or 
discrepancy whatever regarding the names of these twelve per- 
sons. Ktitib al Wackidi, p. 42; llishdmi, p. 143. 

Literally “ him.” 
t 'U-JJl lOtw 
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These twelve men were now committed to the increasing 

success of 

cause of Mahomet. They returned to Medina the laiam at 

. . . <• T 1-s • ^ ■ Medinadnring 

missionaries oi Islam, again to report their success ssn a.d. 
at the following pilgrimage. So prepared was the 
ground, so zealous the propagation, that the new 
faith spread rapidly from house to house and from 
tribe to tribe. The Jews looked on in amazement at 
the people, whom they had in vain endeavoured for 
generations to convince of the errors of Polytheism 
and to dissuade from the abominations of Idolatry, 
suddenly and of their own accord casting away 
their idols, and professing belief in the One true 
God. The secret lay in the adaptation of the 
instrument. Judaism, foreign in its growth, touched 
few Arab sympathies; Islam, grafted upon the faith, 
the superstition, the customs, the nationality of the 
Peninsula, gained ready access to every heart. 

The leaders in the movement soon found them- Mnskb de- 

pntcd thither 

selves unable to keep pace with its rapid progress, to inaruct the 
So they wrote to Mahomet for a teacher, well versed 
in the Coran, who might initiate the enquirers in 
the rudiments of the new Faith. The youthful and 
devoted MusAb, who had lately returned from exile 
in Abyssinia, was deputed for that purpose.* He 


• Kdtib al Wdckidi, p. 42; Hishdmi, p. 144; Tabari, p. 169. 
Accordiog to Hish&mi, Mahomet sent Musab back with the twelve, 
after the first pledge of Acaba. The statement of the Katib al 
Wfickidi is clear, as in the text, that he was sent upon a written 
requisition from Medina. 

VOL. u. F F 
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Sticcess of Islam at Medina, 


[chap. 


lodged at Medina with AsM ibn Zorara, who used 
to gather the converts together to him for prayer 
and the reading of the Coran. The combined 
devotions of the Aws and Khazraj tribes were first 
conducted by Musdb ; for even in such a matter they 
were impatient of a Common leader fi:om amongst 
themselves.* Thus speedily, without let or hin- 
drance, did I.slam take firm root at Medina, and 
attain to a full and mature growth.f 


Musab win be remembered as the youth, whose patlietic inter- 
view with his mother has been described in chap. iv. p. 119. 

• llishhni, ibid. The call to Mahomet for a teacher is stated by 
the Kutib al Wackidi to have been made in common both by the 
Awe and Khazraj. Hishami mentions a Friday service, the first 
at Medina, held at the instance of Asiid, and attended by forty 
men ; but it looks anticipative and apocryphal. 

f The following narrative, though probably fabricated in many 
of its details, will illustrate at any rate the manner in which Islto 
was propagated at Medina. 

“ Asad and Musab on a certain day went to the quarters of the 
Awsites, and entering one of their gardens, sat down by a well, 
when a company of believers gathered around them. Now Siid ibn 
Muadz and Oseid ibn Khuzeir were chief men of the Abdal Aslial 
(a branch of the Awsites); and they were botli idolaters following 
the old religion. So when they heard of the gathering at the 
well, Sad, who was unwilling himself to interfere (being related 
to Asad,) bade his comrade go and disperse them. Oseid seized his 
weapons, and hurrying to the spot, began thus to abuse them : — 
What brings you tvx> men here amongst us, to mislead our youths and 
silly folk ? Begone, if ye have any care for your lives. Musab dis- 
armed liis wrath by courteously inviting him to sit down and 
listen to the doctrine. So he stuck his spear into the ground and 
seated himself ; and as he listened, he was charmed with the new 
faith, and purified himself and embraced Isl&m. And he said 
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The hopes of Mahomet were now fixed upon The midnight 

. . . . ^ journey to 

Medina. Visions of his ioiirnev northwards flitted Jerusalem, 
before his imagination. The musings of the day Heavens, 
re-appeared in midnight slumbers. He dreamed 
that he was swiftly carried by Gabriel on a winged 
steed past Medina to the temple at Jerusalem, 
where he wa.s welcomed by the former Prophets, 
all assembled for his reception in solemn conclave. 

His excited spirit conjured up a still more tran- 
scendant scene. From Jerusalem he seemed to 
mount upwards, and ascend from one Heaven to 
another; he found himself at last in the awful 
presence of his Maker, who dismissed him with 
the behest that his people were to pray five times 

“ there is another beside me, even Sad ibn Muadz, whom I will 
send to you ; if you can gain him over, there will not be one in 
his tribe left unconverted.” So he departed and sent Sad, and 
Musab persuaded him in like manner. And Sad returned to his 
tribe and swore that he would not speak to man or woman that 
did not acknowledge Mahomet: — and so great was his influence, 
that by the evening every one of the tribe was converted." 

“Such were the exertions of As&d and Musab that there 
remained not a house among the Arabs of Medina in which there 
were not believing men and women, excepting the branches of the 
Aws Allah who, owing to the influence of Abu Cays the poet, 
continued unbelievers, till after the siege of Medina.” Hishdmi, 
p. 146; Tabari, p. 165. 

There is a story of Amr ibn al Jumoh who, like the other 
chiefs of Medina, had an image in his house. Tliis image the 
young converts used to cast every night into a filthy well, and the 
old man as regularly cleansed it; till, one day, they tied it to a 
dead dog and cast it into a well. Then the old tmtn abandoned 
his image and believed. Hishdmi, p. 153. 
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Heavenly Journey. 


[chap. 


The Vision 
gnbsenucntlT 
embellished li 
fancy. 


m the day. As he awoke in the morning in the 
house of Abu Tiilib, where he had passed the 
night, the vision was vividly before his eyes; and 
he exclaimed to 0mm Hani, the daughter of Abu 
Tiilib, that during the night he had prayed in the 
Temple of Jerusalem. While he was going forth 
to tell the vision to others, she seized him by the 
mantle, and conjured him not thus to expose himself 
to the mockery and revilings of the unbelievers. 
But he persisted. As the story spread abroad, the 
idolaters scoffed, the believers were staggered, and 
some are said even to have gone back.* Abu Bakr 
supported the Prophet, and declared his implicit 
belief in the Vision.f In the end the credit of 
Islilm among its adherents suffered no material 
injury. 

The tale is one in which tradition revels with 
congenial ecstacy. The rein has been given loose 
to a pious imagination. Both the journey and the 
ascent to Heaven, are decked out in the most extra- 


* This, though stated both by the Katib al Wickidi and 
Hishami, appears improbable ; and no names are specified. The 
words in the former are, — “ upon this many went back who had 
prayed and joined Islam,” p. 41 ; Hishami, p. 127. But the 
whole story is one of those marvellous subjects upon which tra- 
dition whenever it touches runs wild, and anytliing is thrown in 
which adds to the effect. 

■f He said Sadacta , — “ thou hast spoken the truth and hence 
according to some traditions, was called Al Sadidc. He appears, 
however, to have had this name, as Mahomet that of Al Amin, 
from his probity and truthfulness. 
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vagaut colouring of Romance, and in all the 
goigeous drapery that Fancy could conceive.* But 

* What is here stated is all tliat historical criticism warrants us 
in attributing to Mahomet himself. It is possible that in later life 
he may hare gratified the morbid curiosity of his followers by 
adding imaginary details to the Vision. But even this supposition 
is limited by the known reserve and taciturnity of the Prophet. 

It is said that incredulous idolaters wished to throw him into 
confusion by asking for a description of the Temple he had thus 
been to see: and he was in great straits, until Gabriel placed before 
him a model of the Temple, and he was able then satisfactorily 
to answer all their questioning. But this is only of a piece with 
the other childish stories told of the occasion. Thus Mahomet 
replied to his questioners tliat, on his way to Jerusalem, he had 
passed over a caravan from Syria; that the whizzing noise of 
Borfic, the flying steed on which he travelled, had frightened 
away one of the camels ; and that the people of the caravan conld 
not find it till he pointed it ont to them. So also, on his way 
back, he passed another caravan, in the encampment of which 
was a covered vessel filled with water; as he passed, he drank up 
the water and restored the cover. And both caravans on arriving 
at Mecca confirmed this evidence of the reality of the heavenly 
journey! HishAmi, p. 130. 

Sprenger considers Mahomet here to have committed “an un- 
blushing forgery: he sold a description of the Temple of Jerusalem, 
which he may have obtained from books or oral information, to 
the best advantage.” I would rather look upon the tradition 
regarding the model and the questions answered from it, in the 
same light as the two last foolish stories, — equally worthless and 
fabricated. Sprenger holds by the respectability of the authorities ; 
there is no event of his life, he says, “ on which we have more 
numerous and genuine traditions than on his nightly journey." 
But on a supernatural and imaginary subject, numerous traditions 
forming around some early common type, were to be expected, 
and their number can add little if anything to the historical value 
of their contents. See Introduction, chap. i. p. Ixvii. 

The earliest authorities point only to a vision, not to a real 
bodily journey. Sprenger seems to be in error when he says that 
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Only nolice of the onlv mention in the Coran of this notable 

it in the Coran. . • -i • i in n • i 

Vision, IS contained m the seventeenth oura, which 
opens thus; — 

Praise be to Him who carried His servant by night from the 
Sacied Temple, to the farther Temple* the environs of which we 
have blessed, that we might show him some of our signs. Verily 
He it is that heareth and seeth.f 


"all historical records are for the latter opinion" (ie. a bodily 
journey:) “ the fanner" (that it was a mere Vision) “is upheld hy 
some Sceptics only" (p. 136). I. In opposition to tliis, we have 
the story of Oram Hilni, as in the text, given both by the K&tib 
al Wuckidi (p. 41) and. Hish^i (p. 129). II. Cutada and 
Ayesha are quoted as holding that “ the Prophet's body did not 
disappear, but that God carried him away by night in the spirit." 
Hishtimi, ibid. HI. Hasan applies the verse in the Coran (Sura 
xvii. V. 61) regarding "the Vision" correctly to this heavenly 
journey, and Muavia farther illustrates it by the Vision in which 
Abraham appeared to himself to be sacrificing his son. Others 
make the Vision, in the verse referred to, to mean the model of 
the Temple held by Gabriel before Mahomet! Kdtib al Wdehidi, 
p. 41. IV. Hishami draws the conclusion that, whichever of the 
two views be accepted, “the vision at any rate was true and 
faithful.” Tradition cannot therefore be said to be adverse to the 
theory that it was a simple Vision. 

After his visit to Heaven, Mahomet is said to have consoled his 
faithful Zeid by telling him how beautiful and happy he saw the 
little daughter whom he had lately lost, in Paradise. Hishami, p.l53. 

Most authors agree that the Ascent to Heaven (Miraj) occurred 
the same night as the journey to Jenisalera (Isba): but the Katib 
al Wickidi, who is more credulous and less critical than Ibn ishde 
and Hishtlmi in this instance, makes the former to have happened 
on the 17th Ramadhiin, a year and a half before Mahomet’s flight 
to Medina; and the latter on the 17tb Rab! I, six months later ; p. 40. 

t A farther allusion to the Journey is supposed to be contained 
in V. 61 of the same Sura. “ And (call to mind) when we said 


Digitized by Coogle 



Ti.] Struggle bettoem Persia and the Empire. 223 

The political events in the North had lone Mahomet 

. ° watches the 

gaged the attention of Mahomet. His interest was struggle 
now quickened by the prospect of approaching him- and the 
self so much nearer to the scene of action. Almost 
from the period at which he had assumed the pro- 
phetical office, the victorious arms of Chosroes had 
been turned against the Grecian frontier. The 
desert tract, with its Arab Christian tribes who used 
to oscillate between one dominion and the other 
according to the fortune of war, first fell into the 
hands of Persia. The enemy then ravaged the 
whole of Syria; Jerusalem was sacked; Egypt and 
Asia Minor overrun ; an army advanced upon the 
Thracian Bosphorus, “ and a Persian camp was 
maintained above ten years in the presence of Con- 
stantinople.”* In 621 A.D. when the fortunes of 
the Grecian empire were at the lowest ebb, Heraclius 
was roused from inaction, and after several years of 


unto Thee, Verily thy Lord hedgeth in mankind; and we made not 
the Vision which we showed unto Thee otlier than a trial unto 
the people, — and likewise the accursed Tree in the Coran. And 
we (seek to) strike terror into them, but it only increaseth in 
them enormous wickedness." 

This is quoted by traditionists as bearing out (but seemingly on 
insuflScient grounds,) the falling away of those believers who were 
scandalized by the Vision. A pious gloss in Hishumi goes still 
farther, for it says that had the journey been a mere Vision, 
nobody would have been scandalized; but scandal having been 
raised, and believers having gone back, therefore the journey was 
a real and a corporeal one ! Hishdmi, p. 1 28 . 

• Gibbon's Decline and Fall, chap. xlvi. 
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arduous conflict rolled back the invasion, and totally 
discomfited the Persians. 

In this struggle, the sympathies and hopes of 
Mahomet were all enlisted on the side of the Ceesar. 
Christianity was a Divine faith that might coalesce 
with IsKim; but the fire-worship and superstitions 
of Persia were utterly repugnant to its principles. 
It was while the career of Persian conquest was yet 
unchecked, that Mahomet, in the opening of the 
thirtieth Sura, uttered the following auguiy of the 
eventual issue of the contest ; — 

“ The Greeks have been conqviered, 

In the neighbouring coast; but, aAer their defeat, they shall 
again be victorious. 

In a few years. To God belongeth the matter from before, and 
after; and, in that day, the Believers shall rejoice 
In the aid of God. He aideth whom he chooeeth ; and He is 
the Glorious, the Merciful. 

It is the Promise of God. God changeth not His promise; but 
the greater part of Mankind know it not.”* 

There was now a lull at Mecca. Mahomet des- 
paired, by the simple influence of preaching and 
persuasion, of eflecting farther progress there. His 


* The commentators add a very convenient story in illustration. 
Abu Bakr, on the passage being revealed, laid a wager of ten 
camels, with Obba Ibn Khalf, that the Persians would be beaten 
within three years. Mahomet desired him to extend the period to 
nine years and to raise the stake. This Abu Bakr did, and in 
due time won one hundred camels from Obba's heirs. 

But the story is apocryphal. It is neither in the Kfitib al 
WSekidi nor in Hish&mi; and bears a most suspicions stamp of 
being a late fabrication in illustration of the passage in the Coran. 
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eye was fixed upon Medina, and he waited in quiet- 
ness and confidence, until succour should come from 
thence. At home, meanwhile, offensive measures 
were abandoned. Islam was no longer aggressive. 
And the Coreish, congratulating themselves that 
their enemy had tried his worst, and now was 
harmless, relaxed their vigilance and opposition. 
For his new course of action, Mahomet, as usual, 
had divine authority: — 

Follow that which hath been revealed unto thee from thy 
Lord; — there is no God but He; — and retire from the 
Idolaters. 

If God had so desired, they had not followed Idolatry ; and We 
have not made tliec a Keeper over them, neither art 
thou imto them a Guardian. 

And revile not those whom they invoke besides God, lest they revile 
God in enmity from lack of knowleilge. “ 

Thus have We rendered attractive unto every People their own 
doings; then unto the Lord 

Shall be their return, and He shall declare unto them that 
which they have wrought.* 

But with this cessation of aggressive measures, 
there was no wavering of principle, nor any dis- 
trust of eventual success. A calm and lofty front 
was maintained of superiority, if not of defiance. 
Eventual success, in spite of present discouragement, 

* Sura vi. 106-108. The opposite party begin to be termed 
“ the confederates.” — Sura xi. v. 18. So, in the same 

Sura, V. 25, “the likeness of the two parties — — is as 

the Blind and Deaf, compared with him that hath both Sight and 
Hearing: — What! are these equal in resemblance? Ah! do ye 
not comprehend?” 

VOL. II. o o 
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Judgments 

thrcntened 

against 

Mecca; 


was dear and assured. The Lord had given to all 
his Apostles of old the victory, and he would give 
the same to Mahomet; — 

We shall hurl the Tbuth against that which i.s False, and it 
shall shiver it, and lo, that which is False shall vanish ; 
— Wo unto you for that tvhich ye imagine! 

• • • • 

Vengeance shall fall suddenly upon them. It shall confound 
them. They shall not be able to oppose the same, 
neither shall they be respited. 

Verily, Apostles before thee have been mocked ; but they that 
laughed them to scorn were encompassed by the 
Vengeance which they mocked at. 

• • • • 

The unbelieving (Nations) said unto their Apostles; — We tvill 
surely expel you from our Land, or ye shall return to our 
Religion. Then their Lord spake by revelation unto 
them, saying; — Verily We shall destroy the Unjust! 

And We shall cause you to inherit the Land after them; — this 
shall be for him that feareth My appearing, and feareth 
My threatening. 

So they asked assistance of the Lord, and every Tyrant and 
rebellious one was destroyed. 

* * • * 

Verily, they have devised evil devices; but their devices are in 
the hand of God, even if their devices could cause the 
Mountains to pass away. 

Wherefore think not thou that God will work at variance with 
His promise which he made unto his Apostles. Verily 
the Lord is Mighty, and a God of Vengeance.* 

A dearth fell upon Mecca ; — it was a punishment 
from God because the citizens had rejected his 


• Sura xxi. w. 18, 41, 42; and xiv. w. 14, 46, 47. Cnf. 
also Sura xliii. it. 77-79. The whole tenour of the Coran at this 
period is indeed that of quiet, but confident, defiance. 


Digitized by Google 



VI.] 


Position of Mahomet. 


227 


Messenger. Relief was vouchsafed ; it was intended 
to try whether the goodness of God would not lead 
to repentance. If they still hardened their hearts, 
a more fearful fate was denounced.* 

That ten-fold vengeance would overtake the which 

1 1 • T c 1 1 ■» 1 Mahomet 

people it they contmued to refuse the truth, Mahomet might, or 
surely believed. He might not live to see it ; but 
the decree of God was unchangeable : — 


• There is no satisfactory sUitemcnt regarding this visitation in 
any reliable tradition. The commentators have, of course, invented 
details to illustrate the notices of it which occur in the Coran. 
Yet those notices are so clear and distinct as to allow no doubt 
that some affliction of the kind did occur, which was attributed by 
Mahomet to the Divine vengeance: — 

And if We have mercy upon them and withdraw the affliction that bcfel 
them, they plunge into their Wickedness, wildly wandering. 

And verily We visited them with Affliction, and they humbled not them- 
selves before their Lord, nor made Supplication; — 

Until, when We open nnto them a Door of severe Punishment, lo! they 
are in despair thereat. Sum xxiii. vv. 77-79. 

The latter punishment referred to in this passage the commenta- 
tors will have to be the battle of Badr; but that, of course, is an 
anachronism. Again : — 

And when We made the People to taste Mercy, after the affliction that 
befcl them, lol thc>' devise deceit against our Signs. Sat, God U 
more swift than yo in deceit; Verily Our Messengers write down 
that which ye devise. 

It is He that causetb you to travel by Land and by Water, so that when 
ye are in Ships, and sail in them with a pleasant breeze, they rejoice 
tlicrcat. 

A fterce Storm overtaketh them, and the Waves come upon them from 
every quarter, and they think that verily they are closed in thereby ; 
then they call upon God, rendering unto Him pure Service, and 
saying, IJ" Thou sanest us from this, we shall veriti/ be amongst the 
GratefuL 

But when He hath saved them, behold ! they work evil in the Eartli un- 
righteously. Oh yo People, verily your evil working is against 
your own Souls, &c. Sura x. vv. 22-24; Cnf, Sura vii. v. 95. 
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Whatl Canst iluju make the Deaf to hear, or guide the Blind, 
or him that is wandering widely? 

Wherefore, whether We take thee away, verily We will pour 
our vengeance upon them ; 

Or, whether We cause thee to see that which We have threat- 
ened them with, verily We are all powerful over them. 

Therefore hold fast that which hath been revealed tmto thee, 
for thou art in the straight path.* 

Sublime spec- Mahomct, thus holding his people at bay ; waiting 

tacle presented . i . - . •, 

by Mahomet in the Still expectation oi Victory; to outward 

juncture. appearance defenceless, and with his little band as 
it were in the lion’s mouth; yet, trusting in His 
almighty power whose Messenger he believed him- 
self to be, resolute and unmoved; — presents a 
spectacle of sublimity paralleled only, in the Sacred 
Records, by such scenes as that of the Prophet of 
Israel when he complained to his Master, “I, even I 
only, am left.” Nay, the spectacle is in one point 
of view more marvellous ; because the Prophets of 
old were upheld by a divine inspiration, accom- 
panied (as we may conclude) by an unwavering 
. consciousness in its reality, and strengthened by the 

palpable demonstrations of miraculous power ; while 
with the Arabian Prophet, the memory at least of 
former doubt, and the confessed inability to work 

* Sura xliii. vv. 38-41. There are various other passages in 
the Suras of this period to the same effect. Thus: — “Wherefore 
persevere patiently, for the promise of God is true, whether We 
cause thee to see some part of that wherewith We have threatened 
them, or cause thee (first) to die; and unto Us shall they return,” 
<t:c. Suraxl.v. 78. Compare also Suras xxiii. v. 95; x. v. 46; 
xxix. V. 53; xxxvii. v. 178; .xiii. v. 42. 
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any miracle, must at times have caused a gleam of 
uncertainty to shoot across the soul. It is this 
which throws out into if possible still bolder promi- 
nence the amazing self-possession, and enduring 
enthusiasm, which sustained his course. “ Say unto 
the Unbelievers,” — such was the divine message he 
professed to receive, — “ Say, Work ye in your place. 

Wait ye in expectation. Wb, too, in expectancy, 
will wait."* 

His bearing towards his own followers, no less Anthonty 
than towards his opponents, exhibits the lull assur- w 
ance of being the Vicegerent of God. Obedience 
to “ God and his Apostle" is now the watchword of 
Isl3,m; — 

Whosoever disobeyeth God and his Prophet, verily to him 
shall be the Fire of Hell; they shall be therein alway, 

— for ever If 


* Sura xL v. 121, et passim. 

f Sura Ixxii. v. 23. The sequel of this passage is singular. 
God sends a guard to attend his prophet in order that He may see 
that the message is duly delivered, — as if God had reason to 
doubt the fidelity of his prophet in this respect: — 

When they see that with which they were threatened, then they shall 
know which side was the weakest in snccoor, and the fewest in 
number. 

Sat I know not whether that which ye are threatened with be near, or 
whether my Lord shall make for it a limit of time. 

He knoweth the secret thing, and he unveileth not His Secret unto any; 

Excepting unto such of His Apostles os pleaseth him, and He moketh a 
Guard to go before and behind him (i.e. His Apostle); 

That He may know that they verily deliver the messages of their Lord, 

He encomposseth whatever is beside them. 

And counteth everything by number. 

In farther illustration of the text sec Sura l.xiv. v. 9: — 
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Fearful 
at»everationB 
that he is 
not the fabri- 
cator of a 
Revelation. 


Means of 

support 

deficient. 


The confidence in his inspiration is sometimes 
expressed with imprecations, which one cannot read 
without a shudder; — 

(I swear) by that which ye see, 

And by that which ye do not see, 

That this is verily the speech of an honourable Apostle! 

It is not the speech of a Poet; little is it ye believe! 

And it is not the speech of a Soothsayer; little is it ye reflect! 

It is a Revelation from the Lord of Creadon. 

And if he (Mahomet) had fabricated concerning cs any sayings, 

Verily We had caught him by the right hand, 

Then had We cut asunder the artery of his neck, 

Nor would there have been amongst you any to hinder there- 
from.* 

But verily it is an Admonition to the Pious, 

And truly We know that there are amongst you those who belie 
the same; 

But it shall cause Sighing unto the Unbelievers. 

And it is the tkdth; — the cebtaih! 

Therefore praise the name of thy Lord, — the OLOBiousl't' 

It would seem as if the difficulties of the prophet 
were at this period increased by straitened means. 
Though supported probably by help from his rela- 

Wherefore believe in God akd uis Apostls, and the Light which We 
have sent down, &c. 

And oiey God and obey the Apottle ; bat if ye tom back, verily oar 
Apostle hath only to deliver his message, v. 13. 

Thenceforward the expression becomes common. 

* The commentators observe that the allusion is to the Oriental 
mode of execution. The executioner seizes the condemned 
culprit by the right hand, while with a sharp sword or axe he 
aims a blow at the back of the neck, and the head is detached at 
the first stroke. This mode of e.’cecution is still, or was till lately, 
practised in Mahometan States in India. 

t Sura Ixix. vv. 38-52. 
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lives and followers, there was yet ground for care 
and anxiety. The Divine promise re-assurcs him in 
such terms as these; — 

And stretch not forth thine eyes to the Provision We have made 
for divers among them, — the show of this present life, 

— that We may prove them thereby; and the Provision 
of the TiOrd is better and more lasting. 

And command thy Family to observe Prayer, and to persevere 
therein: We ask thee not (to labour) for a Provision; 

We shall provide for thee, and a successful issue shall 
be to Piety.* 

Thus another year passed away in comparative Pilgrimage, 

• IT T 1 * 1 ^ T March, 622, 

tranquillity, and the month of Pilgrimage, when the a.u. Pre- 
Medina converts were again to rally around the made secrctlv 
prophet, came round. Written accounts, as well as 
messages, of the amazing success of Islam had no 
doubt reached Mahomet ;f yet he was hardly pre- 
pared for the large and enthusiastic band ready to 
crowd to- his standard, and swear allegiance to him 
as their prophet and their master. But it was 
necessary to proceed with caution. The Coreish, if 
aware of this extensive and hostile confederacy, — 
hostile because pledged to support (though only as 
yet defensively) a faction in their community, — 
would have good ground for umbrage; the sword 

• Sura XX. vv. 130, 131. 

t The converts at Medina had, as we have seen, written to 
M^omet early in the year for a teacher. Both they and the 
teacher (Muadb,) would no doubt communicate to the Prophet, by 
letter as well as by verbal message, the wonderful success they 
had met with. 


Digitized by Google 


232 


Secofid Pledge of Acafto. 


[chap. 


might prematurely be unsheathed, and the cause of 
Islam seriously endangered. The movements were, 
therefore, conducted with the utmost secrecy. Even 
the other pilgrims from Medina, in whose company 
the converts travelled, were unaware of their object.* 

Musab joins MusAb, the tcachcr, who also joined the pilgrimage 

the pilgrimage . ti i- -i • ° 

from Medina, to Mecca, immediately on his arrival repaired to 

snccess to Mahomet, and related all that had happened during 

Mahomet. absence at Medina. The prophet rejoiced 

greatly when he heard of the numbers of the con- 
verts, and their eagerness in the service of Islam.f 

The meeting To elude the Scrutiny of the Meccans, the meeting 

to be by night, , , ® 

at Acaba,at between Mahomet and his Medina followers was to 

the elose of the . , , , , ... 

Pilgrimage, be by night; and that the strangers might, m case 
suspicions were aroused, be for as short a time as 
possible within reach of their enemies, it was deferred 
to the very close of the pilgrimage when, the cere- 
monies and sacrifices being finished, the multitude 
would on the following day disperse to their homes. J 


• Iluhdmi, p. 148; Tahari, p. 1C9. Sprengcr gives the total 
number of pilgrims from Medina that year (both heathen and 
Mussulman) at upwards of 570; of whom seventy only were of 
the Aws tribe, and the remainder Kliazrajitcs. 

K&tib al M'dckidi, p. 201^. It was immediately after this 
that Musiib went to visit his mother. Chap. iv. p. 120. 

\ This appears to be the likeliest date, as the events following 
seem to prove that the next day the multitudes broke up, and the 
Medina party proceeded homewards. The date would thus be the 
night succeeding the 11th Dzul Ilijj, or that intervening between 
the 31st March and the 1st April, A.D. 622. 

The expression in all our three authorities is 
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The spot was to he the secluded glen, where the 
men of Medina had before met Mahomet, close by 
the road as the traveller quits the valley of Mina, 
and beneath the well-known eminence Acaba.* 
They were to move cautiously thither, when all 
had retired to rest; — “waking not the sleeper, nor 
tarrying for t^he absent.”! 

— “ in file days of the Tashrick,” i.e. the tliree days inter- 
vening between the lOtii and the 13th of Dzul Hijj. A tradition 
in Hishiirai adds that it wiis after the pilgrimage was ended : — 
Ixi ji p. 147. The Secretary of Wackidi 

relates as follows; — j»Lii la-y ^ 

^ 1 " -1 1 ,v> Ijl “Tlien M-ahomet arranged 

that they should meet him at Minft, in the d.ays of the Tashrick, 
on the (night preceding) the first day of departure, when men had 
fallen asleep,” p. 42|. The “ first day of departure,” al X(ifr, is 
the 12th of Dzul Ilijj. Sec Taj ul Lughat, Lucknmo, in loco. 
Some pilgrims stay at Mina till the 13th, which may perhaps 
account for the the expression “Jirst day of departure." For the 
ceremonies here alluded to, see Burton, vol, iii. p. 241, and chap, 
xxxii. At p. 286 he refers to an intermediate Nafr, or return to 
Mecca on the 10th, on which occasion the pilgrim repairs to the 
Kaaba, but again revisits Mini before his final departure. It is 
possible that this ceremony may be alluded to in the expression 
above quoted. See also above. Introduction, chap. iii. p. cevi. 

• It is called “the right hand glen (5A«A,) as you descend from 
Mini, below the height (Acaba,) where the mosque now stands.” 
Kdtib al Wdeiidi, p. 42^. 

As the valley of Mini descends towards Mecca, the “ right 
hand ” means probably that of a person proceeding to Jlecca, and 
therefore points to the north side of the valley. See Burkhardt, 
pp. 59-277. 

f hdtib al Wdekidi, ibid. 

VOL. II. B H 
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Mahomet 
pn)cet*ds at 
midnight to 
the spot, 
attended b/ 
Abbas; 


One or two hours before midnight, Mahomet re- 
paired to the rendezvous, the first of the party.* 
He was attended only by his uncle Abbas. To 
secure the greater secrecy, the assembly was perhaps 
kept private even from the Moslems of Mecca.f 
Abbas was the Avealthiest of the sons of Abd al 
Muttalib, but he was weak in character, and ordi- 
narily sailed with the tide. He was not a convert; 
but close relationship, and the long community of 
interest excited by the three years’ confinement in 
the Sheb of Abu Tiilib, rendered him sufficiently 
trustworthy on the present occasion.J 


• A'dtib al IViiciiili, p. 42J^. 

f Or if they were in the secret, they were instructed not to be 
pre.sent, the less to excite suspicion. We may suppose that 
Mahomet’s more intimate friends, Abu Bakr, Zeid, Omar, Hamza, 
&c. were aware of his intentions. It is remarkable that not even 
Musub appears to have come to the rendezvous with his Medina 
converts; for it is distinctly said by Wackidi that “ there was no 
one with Mahomet besides Abbas.” 

Ilishiimi makes the Medina converts to have assembled first, 
and to have waited for Mahomet, who arrived later, (p. 148). 
Tabari, p. 170. 

J For more particulars of Abbiis, see chapter 1, p. 31. Some 
hold Abbas to have been a secret l>elievcr long before the conquest 
of Mecca: but this is evidently an Abbusside fiction. His faith 
Wiis that of expediency. He held with the Meccans until Mahomet 
became too powerful to admit of doubt as to his eventual success ; 
and then he collutled with him, shortly before the attack on 
Mecca. 

The presence of Abbas at this meeting is supported by tra- 
ditions in each of our early authorities. T.abari has one to the 
effect that the Medina converts recognized him, because he used 
frequently to p.ass through their city on his mercantile expeditions 
to Syria. 
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Mahomet had not long to wait. Soon tlie Medina mi'i « joinci 

. Ill 11 Medina 

converts, singly, and l)y twos and threes, were cnnvori8. 
descried througli the moonlight moving stealthily 
along the stony valley and among the barren rocks 
towards the spot.* * * § They amounted to .seventy- 
three men and two women. All the early converts 
who had before met the prophet on the two pre- 
ceding pilgrimages were there.f When they were 
seated, Abb;'is, in a low voice, broke the silence by 
a speech something to the following effect : — 

“ Ye company of the Khazraj ! J This my spopoh of 
kinsman dwelleth amongst us in honour and safety. 

His clan will defend him, — both those that are con- 
verts, and those who still adhere to their ancestral 
faith. But he preferreth to seek protection from 
you.^ Wherefore, consider Avell the matter; and 


* As the Meccan month commenced wnth the new moon, it 
would, on the 12th of Dzul Ilijj, be within two or three days of 
full moon. 

f There were only eleven of the Aws tribe; the remaining 
sixty-two l>eing Khazraj itcs. The two women were Nuseiba, 
daughter ofc Kub (several traditions from whom regarding the 
assembly have been preserved); and Asma daughter of Anir, 
whose husb.and (Hishami adds,) two sons, and sister, were present 
with her. This would seem to imply that there were three women 
there. Hish&mi, p. 157. 

J Ilishami states th.at the people of Medina, both of the Aws 
and Khazraj tribes, used to be addressed collectively by the rabs 
as Khazrajites. 

§ The speech of Abl)iis is given in all three of our authorities, 
but with great variation. Indeed it could not lie e.xpected that 
its purport should have been exactly preserved. It seems certain, 
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count the cost. If ye be resolved, and able, to 
defend him, — -well. But if ye doubt your ability, 
at once abandon the design.” 

Then spoke Abu Bara, an aged Chief: — “We 
have listened to thy words. Our resolution is un- 
shaken. Our lives are at his service. It is now 
for him to speak.” 

Mahomet began, as was his wont, by reciting 
appropriate pas.^ages from the Coran ; then he in- 
vited all present to the service of God, dwelt upon 
the claims and blessings of Islam, and concluded by 
saying that he woidd be content if the strangers 
pledged themselves to defend him as they did their 
own wives and children.* He had no sooner 


however, that it was he who opened the proceedings. The senti- 
ments are those which would naturally l>e attributed to him ; and 
are appropriate enough, excepting that, both here and in the other 
addresses, there is too distinct an anticipation of the future armed 
struggle with Arabia and the whole world. Thus Abbas speaks 
of the people of Medina incurring by their letigue with Mahomet 
the enmity of “ all the Arabs, who would discharge themselves 
against Medina, like arrows from one bow." And Abbas ibn 
Obada, one of the Medina converts, tells his brethren that they 
have “ now pledged themselves to fight all mankind,” (lit. the red 
and the white amongst men). The last tradition is not in the 
Kfitib al Wackidi, and peissosscs little weight. 

* Ilishami says that Abul Ilayth.am interrupted Bara in his 
address, saying that by their present act they were cutting their 
bonds with their allies the Jews, and .a-sking Mahomet whether, if 
God gave him the victory, he would not desert them and return 
to Mecca. Whereupon Mahomet smiled graciously, and said : — 
Nag! your blood is mine; your destruction would be that of my very 
self. I am yours, ye are mine. I shall fight ivith whom ye fight, 
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ended than, from every quarter, there arose a con- 
fused and tumultuous noise ; it was the eager voices 
of the Seventy* testifying their readiness to take 
the pledge, and protesting that they would receive 
the prophet even if it cost the loss of property, and 
the slaughter of their chiefs. Then Abbas, who 
stood by holding his nephew’s hand, called aloud; 
— “ Hush ! f There are spies about. Let your men 
of years stand forth, and let them speak on your 
behalf. Of a verity, we are fearful for your safety 
if our people should discover us. Then when ye 
have plighted your faith depart to your encamp- 
ments.” So their chief men stood forth. Then 
said Bara; — “Stretch out thy hand. Oh Mahomet!” 
And he stretched it out; and Bar& clapped his 
hand thereon, as the manner was in taking an oath 
of fealty. J Then the seventy came forward one by 

and make peace with whom ye make peace. But the sentiment is 
altogetlier an after-thought There was not at that time the 
slightest suspicion that Mahomet would break with the Jews. 
One of the first things he did on going to Medina, was to make a 
close and firm treaty with them. 

The fact is that, by their present act in joining Mahomet, the 
Medina converts were to outwiuxl appearance drawing nearer to 
the Jews, rather than “cutting their bonds with them.’’ 

• Though there were seventy-three men, yet by tradition they 
are ordinarily called “ the Seventy.” 

f Literally : “ Hush your bells." 

J As usual in such meritorious actions, other claimants of the 
honour are brought forward. The Bani Najjar say that Asad was 
the fret that struck the hand of Mahomet; and the Bani A 1x1 al 
Ashal, that it was Abul Haythain. Hishdmi, p. 151 ; Kdtib al 
Wdekidi, p, 42^; Tabari, p. 172. 
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one, and did the same.* And Mahomet named 
twelve of the chief men and said; — Mose.<< chose 
from amongst his people twelve Leaders. Ye shall 
be the .sureties for the rest, even as were the Apostles 
of Je,sus ; and / am the surety for my people. And 
all answered ; “ Be it so.” f At this moment the 

Abu Buru, wbo bore so conspicuous a p;irt throughout this 
transaction, died the next month (Safar, i.e. May C22 A.D.) 
before Maliomet reached Medina. He is said to have been the first 
over whose grave Maliomet prayed in the formula that became 
usual afterwards : — Oh Lordpardon him! liemercifnl untohim! Be 
reconciled unto him! And verily thou art reconciled. He is s.aid to 
have left a third of his property to Mahomet to dispose of as he 
chose: and to have desired that he should be buried with his face 
ftjwards the Meccan Kibla. The latter point has reference to a 
curious fiction that B.aru anticijnited the divine command (declared 
a year and a half later,) that Mussulmans were to turn in prayer 
to tile Kaaba, and not as hitherto to tlie Temple at Jerusalem. 
A'dtib al Wdekidi, p. 299. 

• Tlie women, it is said, only repeated the words of the pledge 
taken by the twelve at the first Acaba. Mahomet never took a 
woman by the hand on such an occasion ; but they used to step 
forward and recite the prescribetl words; and then Mahomet 
would say, — “ Go: for you have pledged yourselves." Hishdmi, 
p. 157. 

Nacldb, or “Leader,” is the term, which was ever after 
honourably retained by the twelve. Four of them, Abul Ilay- 
tham, Asiid, Rafi ibn Malik, and Obfida ibn Sumit, were also of 
the number who met Mahomet here on the two previous pilgrim- 
ages. Only ihree were of the Aws tribes, the rest Khazrajites. 
Several of them, as well ns many amongst the seventy, arc 
mentioned as able to write Arabic ; and as being Kdmil, i.e. expert 
in writing, in archery, and in swimming. Kdtib al Wdekidi, 
p. 285f 

According to Hishiimi, Mahomet desired the seventy themselves 
to choose their Leaders. The Katibal Wackidi, on the contrary'. 
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voice of one calling aloud, probably a straggler 
seeking for his company, was heard near at hand. 
The excited fancy or apprehensions of the party 
conjured up a Meccan, if not an infernal, spy. 
Mahomet gave the command, and all hurried back 
to their halting places.* Thus passed the memor- 
able night of the Second pledge of Acaba. 


not only says that Mahomet chose them, hut that he added, “Let 
no one among yoti be ve.xed liecause another than he is chosen; 
for it is Gabriel that chooseth,” p. 42J. Hishami quotes poetry 
by Kub (who was himself present on the occasion,) in which the 
names of the twelve are enumerated ; and it is prol>ably genuine. 

• Both the Katib al Wftekidi and Hishdmi make the voice to 
have been that of a Devil or Demon. 

“ And when the ceremony was ended, the Devil called out with 
a loud voice — Ye people of Mecca! Have ye no concern for Mahomet 
and his renegades f They have counselled tear against you." Kdiih 
al WAckidi, p. 42^. So Hishdmi : — When we had pledged our- 
selves to the Prophet, Satan called out with such a piercing cry 
as I never heard before, — Oh ye that are encamped round about ! 
Have ye no care for Mudzammam (the “ blamed," a soubriquet for 
Mahomet,) and the renegades that are with him? They have resolved 
upon war with you. Then said Maliomet; — “ This is the demon of 
Acaba; this is the Son of the Devil. Hearcst thou, enemy of 
God? Verily I will ease myself of theel" p. 151. The word 
used is Azabb. 

So at the battle of Ohad, he that cried “ Mahomet is fallen," is 
called “the Demon of Acaba, that is to say the Devil;” Azaib al 
Acaba ydni al Sheitdn. Hishdmi, p. 258. We shall meet the Devil 
(who is easily conjured up by tradition) again, at the council of the 
Coreish to put Mahomet to death ; and it will be remembered that 
he appearetl in order to oppose Mahomet at the placing of the 
comer stone when the Kaaba was rebuilt. Chapter II. p. 39, note. 

Weil has mistaken the word for Izb or A:ab, “a Dwarf." 
Mohammad, p. 75. 
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The Coreish, 
suspicious of 
the hostile 
movement, 
c.hftlIcnRc the 
Medina chiefs. 


So large a gathering could not be held close by 
Mina, without rumours reaching the Coreish enough 
to rouse their suspicion. It was notorious that 
great numbers at Medina had embraced the doc- 
trines of Mahomet. The clandestine meeting must 
have been on his behalf; and, therefore, an un- 
warrantable interference with the domestic affairs 
of Mecca. It was virtually a hostile movement. 
Accordingly, next morning their chief men repaired 
to the encampment of the Medina pilgrims,* stated 
their suspicions, and complained of such conduct at 
the hand of a tribe with whom, of all the tribes 
throughout Arabia, they declared, it would grieve 
them most to be at war. The converts glanced 


Both the Katib al Wackidi and Hish&mi add that Abbfis son of 
Obada said to Mahomet : — “ If thou wishest it, we shall now fall 
upon the people assembled here at MinA with the sword." And 
no one had a sword that day but he. Mahomet replied, “ I have 
not received any eommand to do thus: depart to your homes.” 
But the circumstance is most improbable. 

Some authorities affirm that the “command to fight” was 
received and promulgated by Mahomet at this time. But there is 
no reason for believing that any such command was given, till long 
after the emigration to Mecca. Sprenger (p. 207) appears to be 
at fault here. HishAmi (p. 157) and Tabari (p. 181) speak of the 
command to fight; but the Secretary of WAckidi has nothing of it; 
and Tabari elsewhere (p. 190) says that the emigration to Medina 
preceded the eommand to fight. Indeed armed opposition was not 
practicable till long after. Mahomet and his followers were too 
glad to escape peaceably. 

• Literally the “ Sheb,” ghn, or defile, in which they were 
encamped. 
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at each other, and held their peace.* Tlie rest, 
ignorant of their comrades’ proceedings, protested 
that the Corcish had been misinformed, and that 
the report was utterly without foundation. Their 
chief, Abdallah ibn Obey, assured them that none 
of his people would venture on such a step without 
consulting him. The Coreish were satisfied, and 
took their leave. 


During that day, the vast concourse at Mma broke They 

■' . the Medina 

up. llie numerous caravans again prepared for caravan, 
their journey, and took each its homeward course. 

The Medina party had already set out, when the 
Coreish having strictly enquired into the midnight 
assembly, (which Mahomet hardly cared now to 
keep a secret,) found to their confusion, that not 
only had it really taken place, but that far larger 
numbers than they suspected had pledged them- 
selves to the defence of Mahomet. Foiled and 


• Hisliami relates a story told by Kab, one of the Covenanters, 
that while this inquisition was going on, in order to divert atten- 
tion, he pointed to a new pair of shoes which one of the Meccan 
Chiefs had on, and said to Abu Jubir, one of his own party: — 
“Why could'st thou not, our Chief, wear a pair of new shoes like 
this Coreishite Chief?” The latter taking off the shoes, threw them 
at Kab, saying, “ put them on thyself.” Abu Jubir said, “Quietl 
give back the shoes.” Kab refused, and the Meccan Chief said 
he would snatch them from him. A commotion ensued, which 
was just what Kab desired, as it covered the awkwardne.ss of the 
converts, llishnmi, p. 151. 

Such tales, containing supp osed proofs of service rendered to 
the cause of Islam, were plentifully fabricated, even in the earliest 
times, and deserve little credit. 

VOL. It. I I 
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And nialtrvnt 
one of the 
converts. 


'I'hc Meccans 
enra;rtHl, 

rcc«»miiienpc 

persecution; 


exasperated, they pursued the Medina caravan in 
the hope that they miglit lay hands on some of the 
delinquents; but, though they scoured the roads 
leading to Medina, they fell in with only two. Of 
these one escaped. The other. Sad ibn Obada, they 
seized and, tying his hands behind his back, dnigged 
liim by his long hair to Mecca. There he would 
no doubt have suffered farther maltreatment, had 
he not been able to claim protection fi’om certain 
of the Coreish to whom he had rendered service at 
Medina. He was released, and rejoined the caravan 
just as his friends were about to return in search 
of him. 

It soon became evident to the Meccans that, in 
consequence of the covenant entered into at Acaba, 
both Mahomet and his followers contemplated an 
early emigration to Medina. The prospect of such 
a movement, which would remove their opponents 
entirely out of reach, and plant them in an asylum 
where tliey might securely work out their machina- 
tions and, when opportunity ollered, take an ample 
revenge, — at first irritated the Coreish. They re- 
newed, after a long cessation, the persecution of 
the believers ; and, wherever they had the power, 
sought either to make tliem recant, or by confine- 
ment to prevent their escajie.* 


* KAtib al Wdciidi, p. 43. Tlip su])pyrt of llie Medina adher- 
ents, and the suspicion of an iiilemled emigration, irritated the 
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Such severities, or the dread of tliem, (for the “>■ 

-111 '• tme«l the 

Moslems were conscious tliat they had now seriously departure of 

j 1 ■ n • • . f ^ r \ conviTta. 

compromised their allegiance as citizens of Mecca,) 
hastened the crisis. And, indeed, when Mahomet 
had once resolved upon a general emigration, no 
advantage was to be gained by protracting their 
residence amongst enemies. 

It was but a few days after the “ second pledge Mahomet 
of Aciiba,” that Mahomet gave command to his maud for 
followers, saying; — Depart unto Medina; for the t,> 
Lord hath verily given you brethren in that city, and 
a home in which ye may find refuge* So they made 

Coreish to severity; and this severity forced the Moslems to 
petition Mahomet for leave to emigrate. The two causes might 
co-exist and re-act on one another; — the persecution would hasten 
the departure of the converts, while each fresh departure would 
irritate the Coreish to greater cruelty. 

Tabari siiys: — “There were two occasions on which persecution 
raged the hottest; v'\z. first, the period preceding the emigration 
to Abyssinia ; second, that following the second covenant at Acaba,’’ 

(p. 178). 

But there is good reason to suspect that stronger epithets have 
beJn used in tradition regarding this persecution than arc warranted 
by facts. Had it been as bad as is spoken of, we should have had 
plenty of instances. Yet, excepting the imprisonment or surveil- 
lance of a few waverers, we have not a single detail of any injuries 
or sufferings inflicted on this occasion by the Coreish. There 
was, no doubt, abundant apprehension, and good ground for it. 

* The Katib al Wuckidi makes Mahomet first to see the place 
of emigration in a dream, — “ a saline soil, with palm trees, 
between two hills.” After that, he waited some days, and then 
went forth joyously to his followers, saying: — “ Now have I l>een 
made acquainted with the place appointetl for your emigration. 

It is Yathreb. IVTioso desireth to emigrate, let him emigrate 
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preparation, chose companions for the journey, and 
set out in parties secretly. Such as had the means 
rode two and two upon camels, and the rest walked.* 

Persecution and artifice caused a few to fall away 
Some full from the faith. One example will suffice. Omar 

own)- througli , ^ 

iKTu'cuiiun. had arranged a rendezvous with Ayash and Hisham 
Ayash. at a spot 111 the environs ot iilecca, whence they 
were to set out for Medina. Hisham was held back 
by his family, and relapsed for a time into idolatry. 
“ Thus I, and Aya.sh,” relates Omar, “ went forward 
alone, and journeyed to Cubilf in the outskirts of 
Medina, where we alighted, and were hospitably 
received at the house of Rifaa. But Abu Jahl, and 
another brother of Ayash,J followed him to Medina, 
and told him that his mother had vowed she would 
retire beneath no shade, nor should a comb or any 
oil touch her hair, until she saw his face again. 
Then I cautioned him (continues Omar,) saying; — 
“ By the Lord ! they only desire to tempt thee from 

tliither,” p. 43. If this incident be real, the first vision may 
have been a sort of feeler to try what his people thought of going, 
to Medina; for, long before this time, he must have fully made up 
his own mind where he was going. But the story is most probably 
a fiction, growing out of the idea that Mahomet must have had a 
divine and special command for so imporUint a step as that of 
emigration to Medina. 

• Katih al Wackidi, pp. 43, 242. 

t A suburb of Medina, about three quarters of an hour’s 
walk on the roarl to Mecca. Burkhardt, p. 328; Burton, vol. ii. 
chap. xi.x. 

J A uterine brother; they were all three sons of Asma, a lady 
of the Tiimim tribe, but by different fathers. 
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thy religion.* Beware, Ayash ! of denying thy 
faith." But he replied; — “Nay, I will not recant. 

But I have property at Mecca. I will go and fetch 
it, and it will strengthen rae. And I will also release 
my mother from her vow.” Seeing that he was 
not to be diverted from his purpose, I gave him a 
swift camel and bade him, if he suspected treachery, 
to save himself thereon. So when they alighted 
to halt at DhajnAn, they seized him suddenly, 
and bound him with cords; and, as they carried 
him into Mecca, they exclaimed ; — Even thus, ye 
Meccans, should ye treat your foolish ones ! Then 
they kept him in durance.f 

It was about the beginning of the month Mu- The emiRra- 

° tioa bcRiiis in 

• In HishAmi it is added; — “ And the heat and lice will soon 
enough force thy mother to break her vow,” p. 160. 

f Kdtib al Wdekidi, p. 232^; llishdmi, p. 160. Both Ayfish 
and Hisham afterwards rejoined Mahomet. From one account it 
would appear that Ay&sh as well as HishAin, relapsed into idolatry. 

Omar stated that until Sura x.xxix. v. 53, was revealed, it was 
thought that no apostate could be saved. When that passage 
appeared, he wrote it out for Ayush, and sent it to him at Mecca; 
which when Ayash had read, he took courage, and forthwith 
quitted Mecca on his camel for Medina. Hishdini, p. 161. 

There is another tradition, at variance with the above. Maho- 
met when at Medina, said one day, “ Who will bring me Ayash and 
Hishum from Mecca?” And forthwith Walid, son of Mughira, 
set out; and he traced them to their place of con6ueraent, and 
assisted them with a stone and his sword to break off their fetters, 
and, having released them carried them off to M.ihomet. Ibid. But, 
notwithstanding the details in this version, it is evidently a fiction 
to justify Ayash and Hisham from the charge of apostacy, by 
making it appear that they were imprisoned at Mecca. 
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the middle of haiTam that the cmipration commenced.* Medina 

Aiiril622A,D. . ° 

lies some 250 miles to the north of Mecca. The 
journey i.s accomplished by the pilgrim caravans 
“ in eleven days, and if pressed for time, in ten.”f 
And ROCS on Within two months, nearly all the followei's of 
inonths!* Mahomet, excepting the few detained in confine- , 
ment, or unable to escape from slavery, had migrated 
with their families to their new abode! They num- 


• Abu Salma was the first that set out. He reached Medina 
on the 10th Muharrani (end of April). KAtibal IFi/ciVrfi, p. 2251. 
His wife 0mm Salma (afterwards married by Mahomet; tells a 
piteous story, that they started for Medina a year before the second 
covenant of Acaba. Being attacked on the way, her husband 
escaped to Medina, but she and her infant Salma were kept in 
durance by her family, the Bani Mughira. Her infant was taken 
from her, and she “wept for a year,” after which they were 
all happily re-uuited at Medina. She ends by saying ; — “ there 
was no family that endured such hardships in the cause of Islam, 
as that of Abu Salma.” Hishdmi, p. 159. We see here, 1st, 
the desire of magnifying suffering for Islam : and 2ndly, the vain- 
glorious wish of ai){)earing to be the earliest emigrants. For we 
know from AVflckidi, that Abu Salma did not emigrate till two 
months before Mahomet, and sevcr.al days after the second cove- 
nant of Acaba. 

The next that emigrated was Amir ibn Rabia with his wife 
Laila. Kaiib al Wiickidi, p. 4.9^; Jfishaini, p. 159. Then 
Abdallah ibn Jahsh, and his wife, a daughter of Abu Sofian. 

f liurkhardt, p. 31B. See also Burton, vol. ii. pp. 329, 331. 
The Tayyara or “ Flying Caravan ” goes in less time. “ The 
Rakb” is a dromedary c.aravan, in which each person c.arries 
only his saddle hags. It usually descends (from Medina) by the 
roiid called El KhabI , and makes Mecca on the fifth day. 

In vol. iii. p. 147, the sbigcs by the Najd, or eastern route, 
travelled by Burton, are given a.s eleven, and the distance esti- 
mated at 248 miles. 
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berecl between one and two hundred souls.* They 
were received with cordial and eager hospitality 
by their brethren at Medina, who vied with one 
another for the honour of having them quartered 
in their houses, and supplying them with such 
things as they had need off 



suddenly planned, and put into such early and u^sudden^ 
extensive execution. They looked on in amaze- 
ment, as families silently disappeared, and house 
after house was abandoned. One or two quarters 
of the city were entirely deserted, and the doors 
of the dwelling houses left deliberately locked.J 

1 

* Wc have no exact enumeration of the numbers tliat emigrated 
at first with Mahomet. At the l)attle of liadr, nineteen months 
after the emigration, there were present 314 men, of whom eighty- 
three were emigrants from Mecca. A few of these may have 
joined Maliomet after he reached Medina; and we shall probably 
not err far in m.aking the whole number that emigrated at first, 
including women and children, about 150. At Badr almost 
every one of the emigrants, who could, was present. For the 
numbers see KAtib al WAckidi, p. 259^. 

f Ibid. p. 43 J; HishAmi, p. 1C3. 

J “ The B.ani Ghanam ibn DQdan,” says the Kiitib al WAckidi, 

“ emigrated entirely to Medina, men and women, and left their 
houses locked; not a soul was to be seen in tlie quarters of the 
Bani Ghanam, Abul Bokeir, and Matzfin,” pp. 196 and 256J. 

HishAmi, p. 160. 

“ Otba, Abbfis, and Abu Jahl passed by the dwelling-place of 
the Bani Jahsh, and the door was locked, and the house deserted. 

And Otba sighed heavily, and said, ‘ Every house, even if its 
peace be lengthened, at the last a bitter wind will reach it. The 
quarter of the Bani Jahsh is left without an inhabitant 1’ Then 


Digitized by Google 


Mahomet, 

Abu Baler, and 
Aii, reiiiaia 
behind. 


248 Mahomet, Aim Baler and Ali, left behind. [chap. 

There was here a (letermination and sacrifice hardly 
calculated upon. But even if the Coreish had fore- 
seen, and resolved to oppose, the emigration, it is 
difficult to perceive what preventive measures they 
could have adopted. The multitude of independent 
clans and separate branches effectually prevented 
unity of action. Here and there a slave or helpless 
dependent might lie Intimidated or held back ; but 
in all other cases there was no right to interfere 
with private judgment or with family counsels; and 
the* least show of violence might rouse a host of 
champions, who would forget their antipathy to 
Islam in revenging the insulted honour of their 
tribe. 

At last ^lahomet and Abu Bakr, witli their 
families, including Ali, now a youth of above twenty 
years of age, were the only believers left (excepting 
those unwillingly detained) at Mecca. Abu Bakr 
was ambitious of being the companion of the 
prophet in his flight ; and daily urged him to 
depart. But Mahomet told him that “his time 
was not yet come; — the Lord had not given him 
the command to emigrate.” Perhaps he was 
deferring his departure until he could receive 
assurance from Medina, that the arrangements for 
his reception were secure, and his adherents there 


he .nkled; ‘This is the work of our good-for-nothing nephew, 
who hath disp<“rsed our assemblies, ruined our affairs, and made 
a 8p|>aration amongst us.’” Ilishdmi, p. ICO. 
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not only ready, but able in the face of the rest of 
the people, to execute their engagement for his 
defence.* Or, there may have been the more 
generous desire to see all his followers safely out of 
Mecca, before he himself fled for refuge to Medina. 

Might we conjecture that he was waiting with the 
undefined hope that a divine interposition, as with 
the prophets of old, was about to subdue or over- 
throw the unbelieving and devoted city, in which 
peradventure even ten rigliteous men could not 
now be found ? 

Meanwhile Abu Bakr made preparations for the Preparations 
journey. In anticipation of the emergency, he had 
already purchased, for 800 dirhems, two swift 
camels, which were now tied up and highly fed in 
the yard of his house. A guide, accustomed to the 
devious tracks and byways of the Medina route, 
was hired; and the camels were committed to his 
custody.f 

* During the two months elapsing between tlie second covenant 
at Acaba and Mahomet’s emigration, communications, as might 
have been expected, were kept up between Mecca and Medina. 

Thus, it is stated by the Kutib al Wackidi that, after the foremost 
emigrants had reached Medina, a part of the Medina converts 
who had been at the Acaba covenant returned to Mecca, where 
no doubt farther arrangements were concerted between them, and 
Mahomet. It i.s added that these Medina converts h,ad thus 
the merit of being both EmigntnU (Muhiijirin,) and Adjutors 
(Ansar). 

I The guide was Abdallah ibn Arcad; or as the Kiitib al 
Wftekidi has it, Abdallah ibn Orcicat. He was of the Bani Duil, 
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The Coreish were perplexed at the course which 
Mahomet was taking. They had expected him to 
emigrate with his people; and perhaps half rejoiced 
at the prospect of being rid of their enemy. By 
remaining almost solitary behind, ho seemed by 
his very loneliness to challenge and defy their 
attack. What might his motive be for this 
strange procedure ? The chief men assembled to 
discuss their position. Should they imprison him ? 
— his followers would come to his rescue. Should 
they forcibly expel him? — he might agitate his 
cause among the tribes of Arabia, and readily lure 
adherents by the prospect of supremacy at Mecca. 
Should they assassinate him? — the Bani Hashira 
would exact an unrelenting penalty for the blood 
of their kinsman. But representatives from every 
tribe, including even that of HAshim, might plunge 
each his sword into the prophet; would the 
IIA.shimitcs dare to wage a mortal feud with the 
whole body of the Coreish thus implicated in the 

a tribe descended from Kin&na; and thus affiliated with the 
Coreish. llis mother was pure Coreish. 

He was still an idolater; and Witckidi, anticipating the era 
irhen war was waged against all idolators, adds, — “ hut Mahomet 
and Abu Bakr had given him quarter, — or pledge of protection 
— 4 Uc« 1 — as if he required any protection then from the fugi- 
tives he was guiding! The expression is significant of the way 
in which subsequent principles and events insensibly threw back 
their light and colour upon the tissue of tradition. Kdtib al 
Wdekidi, p. 212; I/ishdmi, p. 1G7. 
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murder ? — Even then there would remain his 
followers at Medina, whose revenge of their master’s 
blood would surely be ruthless and desperate. 
Assassination by an unknown hand on the road to 
Medina, might prove the safest course ; — but there 
the chances of escape would preponderate. At last 
they resolved that a deputation should proceed to 
the house of Mahomet. 

What was the decision as to their future course chiefs 
of action, what the object even of the present depu- ^L^Mahmucu 
tation, it is impossible, amid the hostile and mar- 
vellous tales of tradition, to conclude. There is 
little reason to believe that it was assassination, 
although the traditionists assert that this was de- 
termined upon at the instigation of Abu Jahl, sup- 
ported by the Devil who, in the person of an old 
man from Najd shrouded in a mantle, joined the 
council. Mahomet himself, speaking in the Coran 
of the designs of his enemies, refers to them in 
these indecisive terms: — “And call to mmd when the 
unbelievers plotted against thee, that they might detain 
thee, or slay thee, or expel thee. Yea, they plotted ; — 
but God plotted likewise. And God is the best 
of plotters."* Assuredly had assassination been the 
sentence, and its immediate execution (as pretended 
by tradition) ordered by the councO, Mahomet 
would have indicated the fact in clearer language 
than these alternative expressions. A resolution 
• Sul'S viii. V. 29. 
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80 liital would unquestionably have been dwelt 
upon at length both in the Coran and tradition, 
and produced as a justification (for such indeed it 
would have been) of all subsequent hostilities.* 


• The folloNving is the general narrative of tradition, given 
with some variations by the Kutib al Wuckidi and Ilishtuni; — 
Tabari following mainly tlie latter. 

The Coreish, irritated by hearing of the warm reception the 
converts experienced at .Medina, held a council to discuss the 
matter. The Devil, in the shape of an old man, shrouded in a 
clonk, stood at the door, stiying that he was a Sheikh from Najd, 
who had heard of their weighty consultation, and had come, if 
haply he might help them to a right decision. So they invited 
him to enter. 

One propost*d to imprison, another to expel, Mahomet. The 
old man from Najd warmly opposed both suggestions. Then 
said Abu Jahl ; — “ Let lis choose one courageous man from every 
family of the Coreish, and place in their hands sharp swords, and 
let the whole slay him with the stroke of one man ; so his blood 
will be divided amongst all our familie.s, and the relatives of 
Mahomet will not know how to revenge it.” The old man of Najd 
applauded the scheme, saying: — “May God reward this man; 
this is the right advice, and none other.” And they separated, 
having agreed to follow it. 

Gabriel forthwith apprised Mahomet of the design, who arose 
and made Ali to lie down upon his bed. The murderous party 
came at dusk, and lay in wait about the house. Mahoment went 
forth, and casting a handful of dust at them, recited from the 1st 
to the 10th verses of Sima xxxiv. ending with the words; and 
We have covered than, so that they shall not see. So he departed 
witliout their knowing what had passed; and they continued to 
watch, some say, till morning, thinking that the figure on the 
bed was Mahomet. As light dawned, they found out their mis- 
take, and saw that it was Ali. Others say they watched till some 
one passed and told them that Mahomet had left, when tliey arose 
in confusion and shook from their heads the dust which Mahomet 
had ciist upon them. 
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Had such a resolution ever been formed, it must 
have reached the ears of Mahomet sooner or later. 

Whatever the object of the visit, Mahomet received Mahomet 
previous notice of it, and anticipated the danger by escape to the 

cave of Tliaor. 

The whole story of the council ami the attempt on Mahomet’s 
life is so mingled with what is marvellous and unlikely, as to 
render it almost impossible to disentangle the truth, or even a 
consistent and probable story, from the spurious details. Indeed 
there is some reason for suspecting with Sprenger “ the whole 
story of the council, and the resolution of assassinating him, 
to be apocryphal,” p. 208. Parts of the story are evidently 
fabricated to illustrate or support the verse of the Coran above 
quoted, and the other regarding the counter-plot of God, {Sura 
vii. V. 2U); — and to cover the opponents of Mahomet with 
infamy. 

The reasons given iu the text make it in the last degree im- 
probable that assassination was ever attempted or even resolved 
upon. The tale of the assassins surrounding the house for so long 
a period in the face of Mahomet’s family and kinsmen, even apart 
from the miraculous details, is absurd. If intent on murder, they 
would at once have rushed on Ali, and finding their mistake, 
have set off for Abu Bakr’s house, {vide Sprenger,' ibidem). The 
clear intimation in the Katib al Wfickidi that Mahomet left for 
the house of Abu Bakr in the middle of the day, is also opposed 
to the whole story. 

Mahomet’s sudden flight, and long concealment in tlie cave, 
were probably supposed by his followers to have been caused 
by the apprehension of immediate violence. This supposition 
would require illustrative groimds; and hence the fiction. It 
seems to me, however, that it was not violence at Mecca, but 
assassination by the way, which he most feared, and which led to 
his concealment in the cave till the pursuit had ceased, and thus 
to the securing of a free and safe road. 

Upon the whole, t/i< council itself \a not unlikely or improbable: 
and I have therefore given it a place in the text, endeavouring 
to adapt it as well as possible to the other incidents that are 
clearly proved. 
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stealing away at once from his house. There he 
left Ali; around whom, that the suspicions of his 
neighbours might not be aroused, he threw his 
own red Hadhramaut mantle,* and desired him to 
occupy his bed. He went straight to the house of 
Abu Bakr, and after a short consultation matured 
the plans for an immediate flight. Abu Bakr shed 
teai's of joy; the hour for emigration had at last 
arrived, and he was to be the companion of the 
prophet’s joumcy.f After a few hasty preparations 

• Kdtib al Wdckidi, p. 43^. Hishfimi calls it green, p. 165. 

j' Aycsha, in a somewhat loose tiadition quoted by Ilishdmi, 
relates as follows ; — Mahomet regularly visited her father’s house 
either in the morning or the evening ; that day, however, he came 
at midnlay. Being seated on Abu Bakr's carpet, Mahomet 
desired that he and Abu Bakr might be left alone. The latter 
replied that the presence of his two daughters did not signify, and 
besought that he would at once conmmnicate what he had to say. 
Then follows the conversation in which Mahomet tells him that 
the time had now come for emigrating, and that Abu Bakr was 
to be his fellow traveller; — at which Abu Bakr wept for joy. 
Ayesha adds; — “I never knew before that any body could weep 
for joy, till I saw Abu Bakr weeping that day.” HMdmi,p. 166. 
There is of course a tendency in all Ayesha’s traditions to magnify 
her father’s share in the matter. 

Tabari gives a tradition to the effect that Abu Bakr proceeded 
to the house of Mahomet. Ali, whom he found there alone, told 
him that Mahomet had gone to the cave in Mount Tliaur and 
that, if he wanted him, he should follow him thither. So he 
hurried in that direction, and made up on Mahomet by the way. 
And as he approached, the Prophet hearing the footsteps thought 
that it was the Corcish in pursuit, and he quickened his pace and 
ran, and burst the thong of his shoe, and struck his foot against 
a rock, so that it bled much. Then Abu Bakr called aloud, and 
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(among which Abu Bakr did not forget to secure 
his remaining wealth), they both crept in the shade 
of evening through a back window, escaped un- 
observed from the southern suburbs of the city, and 
ascending the lofty mountain Thaur (about an 
hour and a half’s journey to the south,) took refuge 
in a cave near its summit.* Here they rested in 
security, for the attention of their adversaries would 
in any case be fixed upon the country north of 
Mecca and the route to Medina, whither they knew 
that Mahomet would proceed. 

Eight or nine years after, Mahomet thus alludes t*>c cave 

^ , , referred to in 

in the Coran to the position of himself and his the coran. 
friend in the cave of Thaur: — 

If ye will not assist the Prophet, verily God assisted him when 
the unbelievers cast him forth, in company with a second only; 

the prophet recognized his voice, and they went both together; 
and blood flowed from Mahomet’s leg, till they reached the cave 
at break of day, p. 187. 

Notwithstanding the apparent freshness and circumstantiality 
of these details, the story is no doubt spurious. It looks like an 
Alyite or Abassidc tale fabricated to detract from the honour of 
Abu Bakr in Iwing selected by the prophet as the companion of 
his flight, by representing it as an accidental, and not a previously 
planned, arrangement. 

• Hish&mi describes it as “ a hill in Lower Mecca (JjkJf- 
itCo — »'.«• adjoining the lower or southern quarter. 

The following is from Burkhardt. “JebelThor. About an 
hour and a half south of Mecca, to the left of the road to the 
village of Hosseynye, is a lofty mountain of this name, higher it 
is said than Djebel Nour. On the summit of it is a cavern, in 
which Mohammad and his friend Abu Bekr took refuge from the 
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— when th^ two were in the cave alone ;• when the Prophet said 
unto his companion : — Be not cast dotim, for verily God is with 
us. And Go<l caused to descend tranquility! upon him, and 
strengthened him with Hosts which ye saw not, and made the 
word of the Unbelievers to be abased; and the word of the 
Lord, it is exalted; and God is mighty and wse.J 

The “sole companion," or in Arabic phraseology 
the Second of the two, became one of Abu Bakr’s 
most honoured titles. Hassan, the contemporary 
poet of Medina, thus sings of him: — 

And the Second of the two in the Glorious Cave, while the 
Foes wore searching around, and they two had ascended 
the Mountain; 

And the Prophet of the Lord, they well knew, loved him, — 
more than all the world; he held no one equal unto 
him.§ 

Mekkawys before he fled to Medina,” p. 176. But he did not visit 
the spot. Nor does Ali Bey appear to have done so either. 

• Lit. the second of the two H \ U 

t The word used is <duX«) seBnah: borrowed from the “ She- 
kinah ” of the Jews. The expression occurs repeatedly in the 
Coran. 

! Sura ix. v. 42. 

§ Mahomet asked Ilassan ibn Thilbit, whether he had com- 
posed any poetry regarding Abu Bakr ; to which the poet answered 
that he had, and at Mahomet’s request repeated the following 
lines, (as in the text); — 

e, lAajll y Ji*!l (_jUs jJ J 

♦ ^ ^ . — i*>- ^^1^ y 

And Mahomet was amused by it, and laughed so heartily as 
even to show his back teeth : and he answered — “ Thou hast 
spoken truly. Oh llassani It is just as thou hast said.” Katib 
td Wdckidi.p 212. 
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Whatever may have been the real peril, Mahomet Tiieir uiami. 
and his companion felt it to be a moment of 
jeopardy. Glancing upward at a crevice whence 
the morning light broke into the cave, Abu Bakr 
whispered; — “What if one of them were to look 
beneath him; he might sec us under his very 
feet!” Think not thus, Abu Bakr I" said the 
Prophet, “We are two, but God is in the midst, 

A THIRD.”* 


* L — .0. ; > ! U b Ui U (JUi Ibtfl- 

The crowd of miracles that cluster about the Cave, are so 
well known as hardly to need repetition. It will be interest- 
ing, however, to note how far they are related by our early 
authorities. 

The K&tib al W&ckidi says that alter Maliomet and Abu Biikr 
entered, a spider came and wove her webs one over the other at 
the month of the cave. The Corcish hotly searched after Mahomet 
in all directions, till they came close up to the entrance. And 
when they looked, they said one to another; — Spiders' tcebs are 
over it from before the birth of Mahomet. So they turned back, 
p. 44. 

Another tradition is that “ God commanded a tree and a spider 
to cover his prophet, and two wild pigeons to perch at the entrance 
of the cave. Now two men from each branch of the Corcish, 
armed with swords, issued from Mecca for the pursuit. And they 
were now close to Mahomet, when the foremost saw the pigeons, 
and returned to bis companions, saying that he was sure from 
this that nobody was in the cave. And the prophet heard his 
words, and blessed the wild pigeons, and made them sacred in 
the Holy Territory. Ibidem. 

The verses (quoted in the text,) in Sura viii. v. 29, about 
God plotting so as to deceive the Meccans, and in Sura ix. v. 42, 
about God assisting the two refugees in tlie cave, have probably 
given rise to these tales. 
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Excitement in Medina. 


[citAT. 


F(Hm 1 niid 
inUdii^cnce 
conveyed to 
them. 


Seareli utter 
Muhoiiict. 


Amir ibn Foheirah, the freed man of Abu Bakr,* 
who tended Ins master’s flock, in company with 
the other shepherds of Mecca, stole unobserved 
every evening with a few goats to the cave, and 
furnished its inmates with a plentiful supply of 
milk. Abdallah, the son of Abu Bakr, in the same 
manner, nightly brought them food cooked by his 
sister Asmi.f It was his business also to watch 
closely by day the progress of events and of opinion 
at Mecca, and to report the result at night. 

Much excitement had prevailed in the city, when 
the disappearance of Mahomet was first noised 
abroad. The chief of the Coreish went to his 
house, and finding Ali there, asked where his uncle 
was. “ I have no knowledge of him,” repUed Ali : 
— “am I his keeper? Ye bade him to quit the 
city, and he hath quitted.”^ Then they repaired 


There arc some miraculous stories, but of later growth, regard- 
ing Abu Bakr putting his hand into the crevices of tlie cave to 
remove the snakes that might be lurking there, and being un- 
harmed by their venomous bites. 

• See chap. iv. p. 107. 

f Hishami says that Asma also used to take them food at night. 
This is doubtful ; but she certainly carried to them the victuals 
prepared for the journey, on the third day. Hishfimi adds, Amir 
ibn Foheira used to lead his goats over the footsteps of Abdallah 
in order to obliterate the traces. Kdtib al Wuckidi, pp. 44, 212; 
llishdmi, p. 167. 

J K(itib al lFflcX‘iV/i, p. 44; T«6ar/, p. 189. The latter adds : — 
“ lliereupon they chided Ali, and struck him, and carried him 
forth to the Kaaba, and bound him for a short space, and then let 
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to the house of Abu Bakr, and questioned his 
daughter AsmA.* Failing to elicit from her any 
information, they despatched scouts in all directions, 
with the view of gaining a clue to the track and 
destination of the prophet, if not with less innocent 
instructions. But the precautions of Mahomet and 
Abu Bakr rendered it a fruitless search. One by 
one the emissaries returned with no trace of the 
fugitives; and it was believed that, having gained a 
fair start, they had outstripped pursuit. The people 
soon reconciled themselves to the idea. They even 
breathed more freely now that their troubler was 
gone. The city again was still. 

On the third night, the tidings brought by After 
Abdallah satisfied the refugees that the search had 
ceased, and the busy curiosity of the first agitation 
relaxed. The opportunity was come. They could 
slip away unobserved now. A longer delay might 
excite suspicion, and the visits of Abdallah and 
Amir attract attention to the cave. The roads 
were clear; they might travel without the appre- 

him go." The notice is, however, quite unsupported by any otlier 
proof or collateral evidence; and is evidently fabricated to en- 
hance the merits of Ali. 

• llishftmi has the following: — “Asma relates that after the 
prophet went forth, a company of tlie Coreish, with Abu Jahl, 
came to the house. As they stood at the door, slie went forth 
to them. ‘Where is thy father;’ said they. ‘Truly I know 
not where he is;’ she replied. Upon which, Abu Jahl, who was 
a bad and impudent man, slapped her on the face with such force, 
that one of her ear-rings dropped," p. 168. 
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heusion (and it was a fear not unreasonable) of 
arrow or da^er from the wayside assassin. 

Abdallah received the commission to have all 
things in readiness the following evening. The 
guide was instructed to wander about with the two 
camels near the summit of mount Thaur. Asmfl, 
prepared food for the journey, and in the dusk 
carried it to the cave. In the hurry of the moment, 
she had forgotten the thong for fastening the wallet. 
So, tearing off her girdle, with one of the pieces 
she closed the wallet, and with the other fastened 
it to the camel’s gear. From this incident Asm& 
became honorably known in Islam as “ She of the 
two Shreds.”* Abu Bakr did not forget his money, 
and safely secreted among his other property a 
purse of between five and six thousand dirhems.f 

The camels were now ready. Mahomet mounted 
the swifter of the two, A1 Caswft, thenceforward 

* iju\j Kdlibal Wdekidi,^^. 44, 212. Cjl j 

Hishami, p. 108. Tliese little incidenta add life and interest to 
the story. The names, “ tht Second of the Ttco," and “ She of the 
Shreds," must have been current generally. They could hardly 
have been invented for the story, and are therefore corroborative 
of it. 

t Ilishumi, p. 108. A curiou.s tradition is given here. Abu 
Bakr’.s father, Abu Cuhafa, now so old that he could not see, 
came to visit his grand-daughters, (Asm4 and Ayesha,) after Abu 
Bakr had departed as ho thought with all his money, and to con- 
dole with them on being left without any means. To comfort 
the old man, -\smu placed pebbles in a recess and, covering them 
with a cloth, made him feel them, and believe that it wiis his 
son's money which he had left behind ; so the old man went away 
happy. 
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his favourite,* with the guide; and Abu Bakr 
having taken his servant Amir ibn Foheira behind 
him on the other, f they started. Descending from 
mount Thaur, and leaving the lower quarter of 
MeccaJ a little to the right, they struck off by a 
track considerably to the left of the common road 
to Medina ; and, hurrying westward, sooned gained 
the vicinity of the sea-shore nearly opposite Osfiin.§ 
The day of the flight was the 4th Rabl I. of the 
first year of the Hegira, or, by the calculations of 
M. Caussin de Perceval, the 20th June, A.D. 622. || 


* Hish&mi adds that Mahomet refused to get on the camel 
until he had purchased it, or rather pledged himself to pay the 
price which Abu Bakr had given for it, p. 168. 

I A tradition in the Kfitib al Wackidi says that Amir rode 
upon a third camel, and that Mahomet getting tired on Al Coswa, 
changed to Abu Bakr's camel; the two others changing .also, 
p. 212. Tins may be e.xplained by the fact that when the party 
reached within a few stages of Medina, the animals were so 
fatigued that they hired an extra camel and servant from the 
Bani Aslam. Thus they arrived at Medina mounted upon three 
camels, which is no doubt the origin of the tradition referred to. 
Ibid. p. 171. 

t Hithdmi,g. 170; Tabari, -p. 194. iCe CXLj 

§ Osfan is a pilgrim station at the present day, on the highway 
from Mecca to Medina. 

I) Hegira, “ emigration.” Though referring par excellence to 
the flight of the prophet, it is also applicable to the emigration of 
all his followers who emigratol to Medina prior to the taking of 
Mecca; and they are hence called Muhdjirin, i.e. those who have 
undertaken the hejira, or the emigrants. We have seen that 
they commenced to emigrate from the 1st of Moharram, i.e. from 
the first month of the Hegira era. 
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Ami safely By moming, they had reached the Bedouin en- 

the / o y ^ 

pursuit of the campmeiit of a party of the Bani Khuzfta. An 

Mcccuns* 

Arab lady sat in the door of her tent ready to give 
food and drink to any travellers that might chance 
to pass that way. Mahomet and his followers were 
fatigued and thirsty (for the heat was extreme); 
and they gladly refreshed themselves with the 
milk which she offered them in abundance.* 
During the hottest part of the day, they rested 
at Cudeid. In the evening, thinking they were 
now at a safe enough distance from Mecca, they 
joined the common road. They had not proceeded 
far when they met one of the Meccan scouts re- 
turning on horseback. Surftca (for that was his 
name), seeing that he had small chance of success 

Tlie clironology of M. C. de Perceval is supported by the notices 
of extreme heat. ^ tlJJ j j Hishdmi, p. 171. 

* Wiickidi here gives miraculous details omitted by Hishkmi. 
The former relates that it was a time of dearth, and the scarcity 
of fodder had so reduced the flocks, that they gave no milk. 
Oinm Mubad (the Arab lady) at first told them of her inability, 
in consequence, to entertain them. But there was in the comer 
of her tent a miserable goat, that not only gave no milk, but 
was so weak us to be disabled from accompanying the flocks to 
pasture. The prophet spied it, and going up prayed and touched 
its udders, which immediately filled with milk, ixnd all drank to 
llieir hearts’ content 1 Kdtib al Wdekidi, p. 44. 

Her husband, who had been absent, returned shortly after the 
party had left; and on his wife giving a description of the 
stranger, he perceived who it was, and said that he too would 
have gone with him if he had l>een at home. 

0mm Mabad herself is said to h.ave emigrated to Medina and 
been converted. Ibid. 
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single-handed against four opponents, offered no 
opposition ; but on the contrary pledged his word 
that, if permitted to depart in peace, he would not 
reveal that he had met them.* The party pro- 
ceeded. The prophet of Arabia was safe. 

The first tidings that reached Mecca of the real Tidings reach 
course taken by Mahomet, were brought, two orfii^“° 
three days after his flight fi:om the cave, by a 
traveller from the Khuz&ite camp at which he 


* The marvellous tales and improbabilities connected with the 
story of Suraca are so groat, that one is almost tempted to omit 
all mention of him as fictitious. Yet there may probably lie 
this ground of truth that the fugitives did fall in with one of 
the scouts, or with a Meccan traveller coming the same road ; 
and around a simple encounter the fiction has grown up. 

The tale, as given by Hishimi, is that the Meccans offered a 
reward of 100 camels to any one who would bring back Jiahomet. 
SurAca had private intimation that a party on three camels had 
been seen on the Medina road, and forthwith set out in pursuit. 
When he had made up on them, his horse stumbled and threw 
him; then it sank in the earth and stuck fast. Mahomet, at 
SurAca’s entreaty, prayed that it might be loosened, and it was 
accordingly freed. This happened over again ; and then SurAca 
pledged himself to go back, and withdraw from their pursuit all the 
emissaries tliat were out in quest of Mahomet. He farther begged 
of Mahomet a writing in remembrance, which Abu Bakr having 
indited “ on a bone, or a piece of paper, or a bit of cloth,” threw 
down to him. SurAca picked it up and slipped it into his quiver. 
He kept the whole transaction secret till after the capture of Mecca, 
when he produced the writing as an introduction to the favour 
of Mahomet, and embraced Islam. Hishami, p. 169. 

The traditions in the KAtib al WAckidi, though not quite so 
absurd as the above, are sufficiently marvellous, p. 44J. 
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had rested. It was now certain, from his passing 
there, that he was bound for Medina.* 

Ali remained at Mecca three days after the de- 
parture of Mahomet, appearing every day in public, 
for the purpose of restoring the property placed by 
various persons in trust with his uncle. He met 
with no opposition or annoyance, and leisurely took 
his departure for Medina.f 

The families of Mahomet and Abu Bakr were 
equally unmolested. Zeinab continued for a time 
to dwell at Mecca with her unconverted husband. 
Rockeya had already emigrated with Othman to 
Medina. The other two daughters of Mahomet, 
0mm Kolthftm and Fatima, with his wife Sawda, 
were for some weeks left behind at Mecca.J His 


• Here again we are surrounded with the marvellous. Asma 
relates that they waited three days without knowing whither the 
party had gone. Then one of the Genii, whose voice was heard 
but who could not l>e seen, entered Lower Mecca, passed through 
the town, and made his exit from Upper Mecca, singing all the 
while verses in praise of 0mm M&bad, the Khozaite lady, for her 
entertainment of Mahomet and Abu Bakr. From the position of 
this encampment, the people then knew which way Mahomet 
had taken. The very verses of the Genius are given both by 
Hishami and the Katib al Wackidi; and the latter adds couplets 
by llassan ibn Thabit in reply to them. Hishami, p. 168; Katib 
al Wackidi, p. 44; Tabari, p. 197. 

\ Katibal Wackidi, 'p. 182; I/isbdmi,p. 167, 172; Tabari,p. 200. 

X Oinm Kolthdm had been married to one of the sons of Abu 
Lahab, but was now living in her father’s house. Zeinab’s hus- 
band, Abul As, was still an unbeliever. It is said that he kept 
her back in Mecca in confinement. But subsc<iuent events show 
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betrothed Ayesha, with the rest of Abu Bakr’s 
family, and other females, likewise remained for a 
time.* 

Mahomet and Abu Bakr trusted their respective Forbcamnce 
clans to protect their families from insult. But no 
insult or annoyance of any kind was offered by the 
Coreish. Nor was the slightest attempt made to 
detain them ; although it was not unreasonable that 
they should have been detained as hostages against 
any hostile incursion from Medina. These facts 
lead us to doubt the intense hatred and bitter 
cruelty, which the strong colouring of tradition is 
ever ready to attribute to the Coreish.f 

Thus ends the first grand period of the prophet’s 
hfe. The next scene opens at Medina. 


that she was strongly attached to him. The story of their both 
joining Mahomet at Mecca, sometime afterwards, is romantic and 
affecting. Kulib al Wdekidi, p. 46; Ilishami, p. 234. 

* When Zeid was sent back from Medina to bring away 
Mahomet’s family, he carried with him also his own wife 0mm 
Ayman (i.e. Mahomet’s old nurse, Baraka,) and his son Osdma, 
then a boy. ' 

Similarly, AbdalLih brought away the family of his father Abu 
Bakr, and Ayesha among the rest. Kdtib al Wdekidi, p. 46. 

+ In accordance with this view is the fact that the first 
aggressions, after the Hegira, were solely on the part of Mahomet 
and his followers. It was not until several of their caravans had 
been waylaid and plundered, and blood had thus been shed, that 
the people of Mecca were forced in self-defence to resort to arms. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO CHAPTER SIXTH. 


The teaching of Mahomet during the last stage at Mecca, 
and its effects. 


Style of the Coran 
dniioff the period 
precedlog the 

night. 


liefore disraiEsing from our view the career of Mahomet at 
Mecca, it will be useful to pause and enquire what had up to this 
time been his general teaching, and what its effect upon the 
people. 

The Coran continues, during the period reviewed in the fore- 
going chapter,* to be made up, as before, of arguments in refuta- 
tion of idolatry and tlie idle objections of the Meccan people; of 
the proofs of God’s omnipotence, omniscience, and imily; of 
vivid picturings of the Judgment, Heaven, and Hell; and of 
l^endary and Scriptural stories. The great verities of a minute 
and over-ruling Providence, and of a final retribution, are some- 
times illustrated by passages of exquisite imagery and living 
poetry. The bold impersonation of Thunder, in the following 
quotation (which may be taken as a sample of the better portions 
of this period,) has given its name to the Sura from which it is 


taken : — 


Verily God changeth not His dealings with a People, until they change 
that which is in their Souls. And when God willcth Evil unto a People, 
there is none that can turn it away, uor have they any Protector beside 
them. 

It is He that showeth you the Lightning to inspire Fear and Hope; and 
raised the heavy Clouds. 


• The Suras of this period (i.«. from the 1 0th year of the Mission to the 
Hegira) will be found classed in their supposed order in the ApjHtndix. Some 
of the later ones become very long, and include portions given forth at 
Medina, and added to them there. One striking feature of the closing 
Meccan Suras is the frequent allusion by Mahomet to the approaching emi- 
gration of himself and his followers. 
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The Thunder doth celebrate Ilis praise; and the Angels also, from awe 
of Him. And He sendeth forth His bolts: and shivercth therewith whom 
He ]>Ieoseth, while they are wrangling about Got}: — for He is terrible in 
might! 

He only is rightly invoked. And these, whom they invoke beside Him, 
answer them not at all, otherwise than as one stretching forth both hands 
unto the water that it may reach his mouth, and it rcncheth it r.ot. So is 
the invocation of the unbelievers founded only in error. 

And to God boweth down in worship whatsoever is in the Heavens, and 
in the Earth, voluntarily and by force; and their Shadows likewise in the 
morning and in the evening.* 

Say: — Who is the I/)rd of the Heavens and of the Earth: Say — God. 

Say: Wherefore, then, do ye take besides Him guardians who have no 
power to do even their own selves a benefit nor an injury. Say: — What! 

Are the Blind and the Seeing equal? What! is the Darkness equal with the , 

Light? Or do they give unto God partners that have created like onto His 
creation, so that the creation (of both) appear alike in their eyes? Say:— 

God is the Creator of all things. He is the One; the Atenobh! 

He bringeth down from on high the Rain, and the Valleys flow, each 
acconling to its measure: and the Flood bcarcth the swelling Froth. And 
from that which men melt in the fnmiicc, to make ornaments or vessels 
withal, oriseth a Scum, the like thereof. Thus doth God compare the Truth 
with Falsehood. As for the Scum it posseth away like Froth: but that 
which benefitteth mankind remaiucth on the Earth. 

Thus doth God put forth Similitudes.t 

The positive precepts of this period are still very limited. The PoaUiTe precept*, 
five times of prayer, it is said, were enjoined by God at the period 
of the prophet’s ascent to heaven, one or two years before the 
Ilegira.J All kinds of flesh were permitted for food, if killed in 


* This, a conceit Mahomet was fond of. The Shadows perform obeisance 
to God, being long and prostrate in the morning, upright daring the day, 
and again elongated in prostration in the evening. 

I Sura xiii. 13-19. 

J As yet, however, the five periods arc nowhere distinctly commanded in 
the Cornu, The nearest approach to such command is the following: — 
“ Wherefore patiently bear with what they say, and celebrate the praise of 
thy Lord before the rising of the Sun, and before its setting: and praise 
Him sometime in the night, and in the extremities of the day, that thou 
znayest be pleasing unto him.** 5vra xx. 129. liy the extremities of the day ^ 
is naturally understood the fall of day, and day-break. But some, — to 
reconcile the passage with the prescribed hours, — interpret it as signifying 
mid-day, at ^^llich as it were ihc day is divided into two parts. 
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the natne of the Lord^^ but the blood, and that which dieth of 
itself, and the flesh of swine, were strictly prohibited.f 

While a few superstitions, by which the meat of animals was 
under certain circumstances held by the Arabs to be unlawful, J 
were denounced, and the practice of compassing the holy temple 
naked was proscribed as a device of Satan, § the rites of Meccan 
pilgrimage were maintained. They were enjoined as of divine 
command, and propitious to true piety. It is probable that the 
Jews strongly objected to this new feature qf the reformed faith, 
and we accordingly find a laboured defence of the innovation, 
which may l)e interesting to the reader; — 

And call to rcmcnjbrance when Wf. gave unto Abraluim the place of the 
Temple (at Mecca); saying, — Join not in worship anything with me, and 
parify rny house for Uicm that compass it, and for thcui that stand up and 
bow down to ])rny. 

And proclaim unto Mankind a pilgrimage, that they may come unto thee 
on foot, upon every leim camel, H flocking from every’ distant road: — that 
they may testify to the benefits they have received, and coimncmoratc the 
name of Qud, on the np)x>intcd days, over the brute beasts which We have 
given them for a provision: — Wherefore eat thereof and feed the wretched 
and the pour. Then let them stop the neglect of tlicir jiersoiis,^ and fulfil 
their vows, and compass the ancient House. 


* The saroo motives led to this condition, as to the A|K>8tolical Admonition 
to abstain from “pollutions of idols,” and “moats offered to idols.” Act$ 
XV. 20, 29. The prohibition seems to point to the heatlienish practice of 
the Meccans slaying their animals as a sacrifice to, or in the name of, their 
deities. Suras xvi. 1 15; vi. 118, 121, 145. 

f References as above. The influence of Jewish habit and precept is here 
manifest. As to the references in the later Suras of this pcriotl, it is to be 
remembered that they were comjwscd very near the time of the Hegira, and 
the habit w*as now formed of throwing into a fonner Sura newly revealed 
passages connected with its subject. It is possible therefore that some of the 
pieces quoted in this Supplement as Meccan, may liavc been in reality of 
later date; they may have been carl)' Medina verses given forth after the 
emigration, and placed among the Meccan Sums. 

X Sec Sura V. 112, where the names of tlie forbidden animals arc qnoted; 
vi. 1.36, 144; X. 59. Sec also the note at p. cclxix.ofthc Introduction, chap. iv. 

§ Sura vii. 27-33. This Wiis connected with the Homs: see lutrotluctiou, 
chap. iv. p. cclxviii. 

II Lean and famished from the long joiumey. 

^ t. e. they might now again pure their nails, shave their heads, &c., and 
rc5umc their ordinary dress. See Inlrod. ch. ill. p. ccv. 
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This do. And he that honoureth the sacred ordinances of God* it is well 
for him with his Lord. 'Fhc flesh of catUc is lawful unto jou excepting 
that which hath been read unto you. Wherefore abstain from the pollutions 
of Idols, and abstain from the false s|>ccch, following the Catholic faith 
unto God, not associating any with Him; for he that nssociateth any with 
God is like that which falleth from the IleiiTens, and the birds snatch it away, 
and the wind bloweth it into a distant place. 

Hearken to this: — whosoever honoureth the Sacrifices of God,f verily 
they proceed from Purity of heart. From them (the victims) ye derive 
benefits until the appointed time: then they are brought for sacrifice unto 
the ancient House. 

And unto every People have Wb a]>pointed rites, that they may com- 
memomte the muuo of Gou over the brute bejists He hath provided for them. 

And your God is ONE GOD; wherefore submit thysdf unto Him and 
bear good Udiiigs unto the Humble;^ 

Unto those whose hearts, when God is mentioned, tremble thereat: — and 
unto those that patiently bear what befalleth them and observe prayer, and 
spend in alms of that We have provided them with. 

And the victims have We mode unto you as ordinances^ of God. From 
them ye receive benefit. Commemorate therefore the name of God over 
thorn as tltcy stand disposed in a line, and when they fall slain upon their 
sides, eat thereof, and give unto tlie Poor both to him that is silent and him 
that beggeth. Thus have Ws given thee dominion over them that ye may 
be thankful. 

Their Flesh is not accepted of God, nor yet their Blood : but your Piety 
is accepted of HioL§ 

Few and simple as the positive precepts of Mahomet up to Mighty effect 

1 • • 1 , , 1 1 11 1 produced by the 

this time thus appear, they had wrought a marvellous and a teaching of 
mighty work. Never, since the days when primitive Christianity 
startled the world from its sleep and waged a mortal combat OTth 
Heathenism, had men seen the like arousing of spiritual life, — 
the like faith that suffered sacrifice and took joj'fully the spoiling 
of goods for conscience sake. 

From time beyond memory, Mecca and the whole Peninsula PrcTton. d»rk 

1 . ... ,1.1 .. . . ■ . wid torpid Btato 

had been steeped m spiritual torpor. Ihe slight and transient of Mkm «nd 


* lUta, or Offerings; but from what follows, Victims would 

seem to be here meant. 


f The word sigoiiics Camels offered in 


sacrifice, 


: Or signs, symbols. It is the same word ns before, — 
§ Sara xxii. 27 — 10 . 
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influences of Judaism, Christianity, or Philosophy, upon the Arab 
mind, had been but as the ruffling here and there of the surface of 
a quiet lake ; — all remained still and motionless below. The people 
were sunk in superstition, cruelty, and vice. It was a common 
practice for the eldest son to marry his father’s widows inherited 
as property with the rest of the estate.* Pride and poverty had 
introduced among them, as it has among the Hindus, the crime 
of female infanticide.f Their religion consisted in gross idolatry, 
and their faith was rather the dark superstitious dread of unseen 
beings, whose goodwill they sought to propitiate, and to avert 
their displeasure, than the belief in an over-ruling Providence. 
The Life to come and Retribution of good and evil were, as 
motives of action, practically unknown. 

Thirteen years before the Hegira, Mecca lay lifeless in tliis 
debased state. What a change had those thirteen years now pro- 
duced 1 A band of several hundred persons had rejected Idolatry, 
adopted the worsliip of the one great God, and surrendered them- 
selves implicitly to the guidance of what they believed a revela- 
tion from Him; — praying to the Almighty with frequency and 
fervour, looking for pardon through His mercy, and striving 
to follow after good works, alms-giving, chastity, and justice. 
They now lived under a constant sense of the Omnipotent power 
of God, .and of His providential care over the minutest of their 
concerns. In all the gifts of nature, in every relation of life, at 
each turn of their affairs individual or public, they saw His hand. 
And, above all, the new spiritual existence in which they joyed 
and gloried, was regarded as the mark of Ilis especial grace; 
while the unbelief of their blinded fellow-citizens was the harden- 
ing stamp of His predestined reprobation. Mahomet was the 
Minister of life to them,— the source under God of their new-born 
hopes ; and to him they yielded a fitting and implicit submission. 


* See an instance of this practice (“such fornication as U not .so much ns 
named among the Gentiles,)” (1 Cor. v. i.) related above in note J p. 52 of 
chap. ii. 

t This enstom Mahomet strinHcntlv proscribed, (.Sura vi. 137, 140, 151); 
and it disup]>earcd with the progress of Islam. 
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In 80 short a period, Mecca had, from this wonderful move- Their lacrtilce* 
mcot, been rent into two factions, which, unmindful of the old at home. 
Innd-marks of tribe and family, were arrayed in deadly opposi- 
tion one against the other. The believers bore persecution with 
a patient and a tolerant spirit. And, though it was their wis- 
dom so to do, the credit of a magnanimous forbearance may 
be freely accorded to them. One hundred men and women, 
rather than abjure the precious faith, had abandoned their homes, 
and sought refuge, till the storm should be overpast, in Abys- 
sinian exile. And now, again, even a larger number, with the 
Prophet himself, emigrated from their fondly-loved city, with 
its sacred temple, — to them the holiest spot on earth, — and fled 
to Medina. There the same wonder-working charm had, within 
two or three years, prepared for them a brotherhood ready to 
defend the Prophet and his followers with their blood. Jewish 
truth had long sounded in the ears of the men of Medina ; but it 
was not till they heard the spirit-stirring strains of the jVrabian 
prophet, that they too awoke from their slumber, and sprang 
suddenly into a now and earnest life. 

The virtues of his people shall now be described in the words Dwcrtption of 
of Mahomet himself; — Uahomet 


Theserrants of the Merciful are they that walk upon the earth softly; and, 
when the ignorant speak unto them, they reply Peack! 

They that spend the night worshipping their Lord, proatrate and 
standing 

And that say, — Oh, our Lord! turn away from us the torment of Hell; 
verily, h*om the torment thereof there is no release. Surely it is an evil 
abode and resting* place! 

Those that when they spend are neither profuse nor niggardly, but take 
a middle course; — 

Those that invoke not with God any other God; and slay not a soul that 
God hat!) forbidden, otherwise than by right; and commit not Fornication; 

(For he who docth that is involved in sin, — 

His tonnent shall be doubled unto him in the day of judgment: therein 
ignominiously shall he remain for ever, 

Excepting him that shall re]>cnt and believe and perform rigbteoos works; 
as for them God shall change their evil things into good things; and God is 
forgiving and merciful 

And whoever repenteth and docth good works, verily, he tumeth unto 
God with a true rc|>entance.) — 


Digitized by Google 



PralM Dot 
absolute; but Is 
cotDjtarlMm with 
lieaUven Arabia. 


niastrafcd Id the 
matter of 
Chastitx. 


Facility of 
Dlrorce. 


272 Chastity, Polygamy, and Divorce. [cbap. 

They who bear not witness to that which is false; and when they pass by 
Vftin sport, they pass it by with dignity: — 

They wlio, when admonished by the Kcvelntions of the Lord, thereupon 
fall not down as if deaf and blind ; — 

Who say, “ Oh, our Lord. Grant ns of our wives and children such ns 
shall be a comfort unto us, and make us examples unto the pious!” 

These shall be rewarded with lofty mansions (in Paradise), for that they per- 
severed; and they shall be accosted therein with Welcome and Salutation: — 
For ever therein: — a fair Abode and Resting-place I 

When I spe.nk, however, with praise of the virtues of the early 
Mussulmans, it is only in comparison with the state and habits 
of their heathen countrymen. Neither their tenets nor their 
practice will in any respect bear to come in competition with 
Christian, or even with Jewish, morality. This is plentifully 
illustrated by the actual working of the .system when, shortly 
after at Medina, it had a free field for natural development. 

For instance, we call the Moslems chaste because they abstained 
from indiscriminate profligacy, and kept carefully within the 
bounds prescribed as licit by their prophet. But those bounds, 
besides the utmost freedom of divorce and change of tcives, ad- 
mitted an illimitable license of cohabitation with “all that the 
right hand of the believer might possess,” or in other words, 
with any possible number of damsels he might choose to pur- 
chase, to receive in gift, or take captive in war. 

The facility of divorce at this period, (when even the easy 
check of three intervening months before the re-marriage of the 
divorced female was not imposed,) may be illustrated by the 
following incident. Abd al SahmSn, son of Awf, on his first 
reaching Medina, was lodged by Sad son of Rabi, a Medina 
convert to whom Maliomet had united him in brotherhood.* 
As they sat at meat Sid thus addressed his guest: — “My brother ! 
I have abundance of wealth; I will divide with thee a portion 
thereof. And behold my two wives ! Choose which of them 
thou likest best, and I will divorce her that thou mayest take 
her to thyself to wife.” And Abd al Rahman replied; — “The 


* Ttiis refers to the arrangement made by Mahomet on his first reaching 
Medina, according to which each emigrant was specially joined in close 
brotherhood with some one of the Medina converts. 
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Lord bless thee, my brother, in thy family and in thy property ! ” 
So he married one of the wives of S4d,* 

At the opening scene of the prophetical life of Mahomet, wc 
ventured to fetch an illustration of his position from the temp- 
tation of our Saviour.*f The parallel between the founders of 
Christianity and Islam might be continued to the Flight of 
Mahomet, but there it must stop; for it is the only point at all 
corresponding with the close of Christ’s ministry. Beyond 
that term, in the life of Rule, of Rapine, and Indulgence, led by 
Mahomet at Medina, there is absolutely no feature whatever 
in common with the life of Jesus. 


* After this brotherly mark of affection, Abd al Rahman said, — ^ My 
brother take me on the morrow to the market place."* So they wont, and 
Abd al Rahman traded, and returned with a bag of batter and cheese which 
be had acquired by the traffic. Mahomet met him in one of the streets of 
Medina with the saffron clothes of nuptial attire upon him, and he said, 
** How is this?'* And Abd al Rahman replied, **1 have married me a wife 
from amongst the people of Medina.** “For what dower?** “For a piece 
of gold of the size of a date stone.'* “ And why,’* replied Mahomet, “ not 
with a goat? ” Katih al Wackidt, pp. 202^ 203, 282. 

The above is intended by the traditionists to illustrate the poverty of Abd 
al Rahman when be reached Medina, as contrasted with the vast wealth 
snbsequently amassed by him. “ At his death he left gold in such quantities, 
that it was cut with hatchets till the people's hands bled.** He hod 1,000 
camels, 3,000 sheep, and 100 horses. He had issue by itixtetn wives, besides 
children by concubines. One of the former was Tamddhir, the daughter of 
a Christian chicflmn, whom be married at Mnhomet*s bidding, and who 
bore to him Abdallah (Abu Salma) the famous traditionist As one of his 
four widows, she inherited 1,00,000 dinars. 

Abd al Rahm&n was penurious. Maliomct said to him “ Oh son of Aw’fl 
Verily thou art amongst the rich, and thou shalt not enter Paradh*c but with 
great difficulty. Lend therefore to thy Lord, so that lie may loosen thy steps.’* 
And he departed by Mahomet’s advice to give away all his property. But 
the prophet sent for him again, oad told him by Gabriel’s desire that it 
would suffice if he used hospitality and gave alms. 

It will bo a carious and uschil task to trace the tendencies of the new Faith 
to indulgence, as shown by the multitude of wives and concubines, and the 
vast wedth of the chief leaders of early Isl^. These forcibly illustrate its 
gross and earthly spirit even in its best days, and when closest to the foun- 
tain head. 

f See close of chapter III. p. 91. 
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274 Parallel with the rise of Christianity. [chap. 

During the periods thus indicated as possible for comparison, 
. persecution and rejection were the fate of both. But the thirteen 
years’ ministry of Mahomet had brought about a far greater 
change to the external eye, than the whole lifetime of Cluist. 
The apostles fled at the first sound of danger ; and, however deep 
the inner work may have been in the 500 by whom our Lord 
was seen, it bad produced as yet but little outward action. 
There was amongst them no spontaneous quitting of their homes, 
nor emigration by hundreds, such as distinguished the early 
Moslems; nor any rapturous resolution by the converts of a 
foreign city to defend the prophet with their blood. 

This is mainly owing to the fact that Christianity did not, as 
a fully developed system, begin to assert its claims till after the 
personal ministry of Christ had ceased. His life was in fact its 
preparation, his death its key-stone. Islam, on the contrary, 
formed a complete and an aggressive Faith from the date of the 
assumption by Mahomet of his public ministry. To make the 
comparison, therefore, equal between the early eficcts of Chris- 
tianity and of Islam, the outpouring of the Holy Ghost at Pente- 
cost must be reckoned as parallel with the beginning of the 
ministry of Mahomet. And, in this view, Christianity will not 
}rield to Islam in the rapidity of its first spread, or in the 
devotion of its early followers. 

But confining, for the moment, our comparison to the lives 
of Jesus and of Mahomet, advertence must be had to the diflierent 
state of the two people among whom respectively they ministered; 
—Jesus amongst the Jews, whose law he came not to destroy 
but to fulfil, and in whose outer life therefore there was no 
marked change to be effected: — Mahomet amongst a nation of 
idolaters sunk in darkness and vice, whose whole system must 
be overturned, and from the midst of whom converts, to exhibit 
any consistency whatever, must go forth with a bold and dis- 
tinctive separation. 

There was, too, a material difference of aim and teaching. 
The spiritual system of Jesus was essentially incompatible with 
worldly means and motives, llis people, as such, though in the 
world, were to be not “ of the world.” At every step, he checked 
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the Jewish notion of an earthly Messiah's reign. That his fol- 
lowers should have made him a king, or the citizens of another 
country been invited to receive him and support his cause by 
arms, would have been at direct variance with the whole spirit 
and principles of Jesus. It was this spirituality of aim and 
agency, to the entire exclusion of earthly aids, that chiefly tended 
to produce the diS'crence in apparent progress. 

The principles of Mahomet were utterly diverse. His reason for Mtterui indac*- 
the toleration of his Meccan opponents was present weakness only. S^^bytUumet. 
While patience for awhile was inculcated by God on Mahomet 
and his followers, the future all breathed of revenge and victory. 

It is true that, in the Coran, the instruments as yet lay hid, — 
known to God alone. But not the less were the enemies of 
the prophet to be overthrown and perish; and that with a 
material destruction, like the Flood, and the flames of Sodom 
and Gomorrha. Human agency was moreover diligently sought 
after. The tribes as they came up to the yearly solemnities of 
Mecca, were one by one canvassed and exhorted to rally round 
“the cause of God and His prophet;” the chiefs of Tayif were 
tempted by the prospect of sovereignty over the rival City and 
Temple; and, at last, when all nearer aid was despaired of, the 
converts of Medina were bound by an oath of fealty to defend 
the Prophet with the same weapons and the same devotion as 
they did their wives and children. 

It was easy to be foreseen that, on the first rise of opposition, of > 
arms and warfare, with all the attractive accompaniments of*“ oUTigsto. 
revenge and predatory raids, would decide the struggle. And 
the prospect of this had, even before the Hegira, a marvellous 
effect upon the plunder-loving Arabs. 

It was, I believe, with the full anticipation of such a struggle The nrord of 
(for he was not long at Medina before taking the initiative,) that with the ox- 
Mahomet, alarmed by the council of the Coreish, hid himself in cSiStotSt^'^ 
the cave, and fled from Mecca. Compare with this, if indeed 
there be any common ground of comparison, the peaceful and 
sublime serenity with which Jesus calmly awaited the diabolical 
machinations of the Jewish council. And contrast with the 
sword about to be unsheathed by Mahomet, the grand principle 
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for the propagation of his faith pronounced by Jesus before his 
heathen judge: — “ My kingdom is not of this world; if My king- 
dom were of this world, then would My servants fight tliat 1 
should not be delivered to the Jews; but now is My kingdom 
not from hence." Jesus was “ from above," and used heavenly 
weapons ; Mahomet, “ of the earth,” and leaned upon earthly 
means. Islam is human; Christianity, divine. 
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CHAPTER SEVENTH. 


The relation of Islam to Christianity.* 


At the close of the fifth chapter, it has been up to b.h. 3, 
stated that up to about the tenth year of the to Christianity 
Mission of Mahomet there is hardly any mention 
in the Coran of Christianity or the Christian 
Scriptures. 

In the Suras of the period reviewed in the pre- Subjwt of 
ceding chapter, that is in the three last years of re?ntion'or ’ 
the Prophet’s residence at Mecca, we begin to chriatlanity. 
find detailed notices on the subject. Indeed, the 
approach then made by Mahomet to our holy Faith 
never afterwards became closer; nor did his views 
of it materially alter. It will not, therefore, be 
inappropriate here to review the entire relation of 
Islam to Christianity; and, in so doing, I shall not 
confine the enquiry to the Meccan period, but ex- 
tend it to the whole of the Prophet’s life. 

Though the Christians and their Prophet are Notices of 
frequently referred to in the Coran by name, yet fcw"anT'*'' 

scattered. 

• In this chapter I have availed myself largely of the learned 
and interesting work by Gerock ; — Versuch einer DarsteUung der 
Christologie des Koran. Hamburg und Gotha, 1839. 
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extended notices of the narrative or doctrines of 
the Gospel are few, and scattered; — so few, indeed, 
that it will be possible (and I doubt not it will 
prove interesting,) to enumerate them all. 

The following, which is the fullest and the 
earliest, account of the Gospel history, was pro- 
duced by Mahomet shortly after his journey to 
T&yif From its subject the Sura is entitled Mart 
(Maiyam), and opens thus ; — 

A Commemoration of the mercj of the Lord imto Hi» servant 
Zacbasias ; — 

When he called upon his Lord with a secret invocation. 

lie said ; — Oh Lord ! as for me, my bones are decrepit, and 
my head white with hoar hair. 

And I have never prayed unto Thee, Oh Lord I unheard. 

Verily, I fear my kinsmen after me; and my Wife is barren. 
Wherefore grant unto me from thyself a successor;* 


* — Successor. In the parallel passage in Sura iii. 38, the 

expression used is j or offspring. Gerock would construe the 


passage as the prayer of Zacharias for an heir generally ; and not 
from his own body, of which from the opening of his prayer it 
seems he had no expectation. He goes so far as to say that the 
prayer alludes probably to the marriage of Mary “ his ward,” or 
“ foster-daughter,” (Pfl^tochter), whose child Gerock assumes 
(but seemingly on very insufficient grounds) wotdd be the heir 
of Zacharias. Christologie, p. 20. I very much doubt this 


explanation, and would take the common sense of — •■«. 

“ offspring to Zacharias himself.” It is true that this involves an 
apparent contradiction ; but the Coran is not remarkable for its 
consistency, and the Mussulman commentators themselves do not 
stand on this difficulty. Abd al Cadir, the Urdu translator of the 
Coran, holds that Zacharias prayed “in secret,” because, at his 
advanced age, to have prayed openly for offspring would have 
subjected him to ridicule! 
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Who shall be my heir, and an heir of the Family of Jacob; and 
make him, Oh Lord ! well pleasing. 

Oh Zacharias 1 We bring thee good tidings of a son, whose 
name shall be John; 

We have not made any to be called thereby before.* * * § 

lie said ; — Oh Jyord ! whence shall there be a son unto me, 
since my Wife is barren, and I truly have reached the 
imbecility of old age? 

He said; — So shall it be. Thus saith thy Lord, — It is easy 
unto me ; for verily I created thee heretofore when thou 
wast nothing. 

He said; — Lord! make unto me a sign. He said; — This is 
thy sign; thou shalt not speak tmto any for three 
nights,f though sound in health. 

And he went forth unto his people from the chamber, and he 
motioned unto them that they should praise God in the 
morning and evening. 

Oh John! Take the BookJ with power; and We gave Him 
Wisdom, as a child. 

And compassion from Us, and Purity; and he was virtuous, 
and dutiful unto his parents; he was not overbearing 
nor rebellious. 

Peace be on him the day he was born, and the day he shall 
die, and the day he shall be raised to life ! 

And make mention, in the Book,§ of Mart, when she with- 
drew from her people into an eastern place ; 

And took a curtain withal, to hide herself from them. 

And We sent unto her Our Sfibit, and he appeared tmto her 
a perfect man. 

She said; — seek reiiige in the Merciful from thee, if thou 
fearest God! 


• Evidently based on Luke i. 61. 

I Compare Sura iii. 41. In tlie Gospel, Luke i. 20, 64, the 
dumbness continues until after the birth of John. 

J That is the Book of the Old Testament. The verse is 
supposed to be spoken by God Himself. 

§ i.s. in the Coran. 
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He said; — Nay, veriJy, but I am a messenger of thy Lord, tliat 
I may give unto thee a virtuous son.* 

Slie said; — How shall there be to me a son, and a man hath 
not touched me, and I am not unchaste. 

He said; — So .shall it be. Thus saith thy Lord; — It is easy 
with Me; and We shall make him a sign unto man kind, 
and a mercy from us, for it is a thing decreed. 

• Gerock (p. 37), with much special pleading, endeavours to 
prove Mahomet's doctrine to have l>een that Gabriel was the 
father of Jesus by ordinary generation. The only expression 
wliich gives the shadow of a colour to this idea is the one in the 
text, where Gabriel declares himself sent, — “ that 7 may give thee 
a virtuous Son.” But from the parallel passage {Sura iii. 45) 
it clearly appears that *o stress can be hiid upon these words. 
The following is the account there given: “When the Angels .said. 
Oh Mart ! Verily God giveth thee good tidings of the Word from 
Him, Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of Mary, ^c. She said: Whence 
shall there be a son unto me, and no m.an hath touched me? 
He said, — Thus doth God create that which He picaseth; when 
He hath decreed a thing, He only saith unto it, Be, and it shall 
lx:,” &c. 

Besides, in both passages, after the annunciation by Gabriel, 
the question of Mary iis to how this sliould be, seeing that “ she 
knew not a man” (Luke i. 34), and the reply of Gabriel that it 
wotild be by the Almighty power of God, are conclusive against 
any such meaning as that started by Gerock; and show that 
Mahomet simply adopted the Gospel story as it was narrated to 
him, even to verbal coincidence. 

It is farther clear from the phrases repeatedly applied in the 
Coran to Mary, as “ she whose virginity we preserved, and into 
whom We breathed of Our Spirit,” that Mahomet avowe<l tlie 
immaculate and supernatural conception of Jesus. Sura xxi. 
91; and Ixvi. 13; the former rcve.aled at Mecca, the latter at 
Medina. 

The expression which it is not necessary 

to translate literally, will satisfy the Arabic scholar, that Gerock’s 
theory is utterly groundless. 
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And she conceived him, and withdrew with him (m the womb) 
unto a distant place. 

And the pains of labour came upon her by the tnink of a palm 
tree; 

She said, — Would that I had died before this, and been for- 
gotten, out of mind !* 

And there cried one from below her ; — Grieve not thou ! verily 
thy Lord hath provided beneath thee a fountain: — 

And shake unto thee the root of the Palm tree; it will drop 
upon thee ripe dates, ready plucked. 

Wherefore eat and drink, and be comforted ; and if thou seest 
any man. 

Say, — Verily I have vowed unto the Merciful a fast, and I will 
not speak to any man this day. 

And she came with the child unto her people, carrying him ; 
they said, — Oh Mabt! Verily thou hast done a 
strange thing: 

Oh Sister of Aaron Ij thy father was not an evil man, nor was 
thy mother unchaste. 


* Gerock (p. 37), as it appears to me quite gratuitously, turns 
these words of natural anguish into a proof of his doctrine as to 
the paternity of Jesus. 

] In Sura iii. 33, she is likewise called the daughter of Ihkam: 
and it is therefore concluded by some that Mahomet confounded 
Mary (Maryam) with the sister of Moses. The confusion of 
names is the more suspicious, as it is not favoured by Christian 
authority of any description, — the traditional names of Mary’s 
parents being Joachim and Anna. 

Gerock combats thia idea at some length (p. 24), showing that 
Imriin is never named in the Coran as the father of Moses, nor 
Mary (Maryam) as his sister, and that Mahomet is seen elsewhere 
to be well aware of the interval between Jesus and Moses. The 
latter fact cannot, of course, be doubted. Maliomet could never 
have imagined that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was the sister of 
Moses and Aaron. But it is still extremely probable that the 
confusion of this mis-nomenclatnre originated in the notions of 
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And she pointed to the child. They said; — How shall we 
speak with him that is an infant in the cradle ? * 

He (the child) said; — Verily I am the servant of God; He hath 
given me the Book, and made me a Prophet; 

And made me blessed wheresoever I may be, and hath com- 
manded me (to observe) Prayer and Almsgiving while I 
remain alive ; 

And made me dutiful to my mother, and not overbearing nor 
wretched : — 

Peace be on me the day I was bom, and the day I shall die, 
and the day I shall be raised aUve 1 

This is Jesus, the Word of truth, f concerning whom they are 
in doubt. 

It is not for God to take unto Him a Son: — Glory be to Him ! 

When He hath decreed a matter. He only saith unto it, be, 
and it shall be.} 

There is but one other detailed account of the 


Jewish informants, amongst whom the only notorious Mary 
(Maryam) was the daughter of Imrun, and sister of Moses ; and 
they would ordinarily give the name of Maryam those accom- 
paniments; that is, they would speak of “Mary the daughter of 
Imr4n.” Mahomet adopted the phraseology (for his informants 
were mainly, if not solely, Jews,) probably through inadvertence 
and without perceiving the anachronism it involved. 

• The tradition that Jesus spoke in his cradle is referred to in 
the Gospel of the Infancy, chap. i. “Invenimus in libro Josephi 
Pontificis, qui vixit tempore Christi, Jesum locutum esse, et 
quidem cum in cunis jacerct, dixisscque matri suae Mariae: Ego, 
quern peperisti, sum Jesus filius Dei, verbum, quern admodum 
annunciavit tibi angelus Gabriel, misitquc me pater meus ad 
salutem mundi." See Oerock, p. 47. 

■ ■f' “ The Word of Truth concerning whom;” or, “A true saying, 

concerning which,” &c. The original, — Jyi — is susceptible 
of both constmctions. 

} Sura xix. vv. 1-33. 
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birth of Jesus in the Coran ;• and that was delivered 
a few years before the death of Mahomet, on the 
occasion of an embassy to Medina from the Christian 
tribe of Najrfi.n, the singular particulars of which 
will be allude to below. 

Of the Life of Christ, the statements are un- 
accountably meagre, and mingled with fable. It is 
remarkable that the passages in which they occur 
belong solely to the prophet’s later years at Medina. 

The object of the Mission of Jesus to the Jews 
was to confirm their Scriptures, to modify and 
lighten some of the burdens of their Law, and to 
recall them to the tioie service of God.f His 
miracles are thus described: — 


* Svira iii. 33-54. This passage contains in much detail the 
birth of Maty, and Gerock has traced in it some approximations 
to the Apocryphal Gospels. 

1. Mary’s parents devoted her while in the womb to the Divine 
service, Swra iii. 35 ; — compared with Evang. de Nativ. Mariae : 
— “ Voverunt tamen (ejus parentes) si forte Dcus donaret eis 
sobolem, earn se Domini servitio mancipaturos." 2. God supplied 
her supernaturally with daily food; Cnf. Protev. Jacob, ch. 8, — 
rai iXiifiPavt rpo^ijv tt x“poc dryjXotr. So, Hist. Nativ. Mar. et 
infant. Salv . ; — quotidic exa, quam de manu angeli accipiebat, &a 
3. The relatives of Mary cast arrows (lots) for her charge, Sura 
iii. 44; compared with Ev. Nativ. Mar. cap. 6-8; Protev. Jacob. 
cap. 8-9. Gerocky p. 30. 

I have rejected below the notion that Mahomet had access to 
the Apocryphal Gospels. But the coincidences here noticed point 
to something common between those Gospels and the source 
whence Maliomet derived his information. The source was, I 
believe, the common tradition of southern Syria ; and the Apoc- 
ryphal Ga«pels probably embodictl much of the same tradition. 

I Svrn iii. 49. 


aoconnt of 
Christ’s biith. 


Statements 
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On a certain day shall God assemble His messengers, and eaj; 
— ^What reply was made unto you ? They shall say ; — We know 
not, verily Thou art the Knower of secrets. 

Then shall God say; — Oh Jesus! Son of Mary ! call to mind 
My grace upon thee and upon thy Mother, when 1 strengthened 
thee with the Holt Spirit, that thou sbouldest speak with men 
in the cradle, and in mattire life ; — and when I taught thee the 
Scripture and Wisdom, and the Law, and the Gospel; — and when 
thou formedst of clay like unto the figure of a Bird by my per- 
mission, and thou blewest thereupon and it became a Bird by 
my permission; — and thou didst heal the Blind and the Leper 
by my permission; — and when thou didst raise the Dead by my 
permission;* and when I held back the Children of Israel from 
thee at the time thou showedst unto them evident signs, and 
the Unbelievers among them said, — Verily this is nought but 
manifest sorcery. 

And remember when I spake by inspiration to the Apostles,t 
saying, — Believe on Me, and on My Apostle. They said, — We 
believe; bear thou witness that we are Moslems. { 

When the Apostles said, — Oh Jesus, Son of Mart 1 is thy 
Lord able to cause a Table to descend upon ns from Heaven ? 
lie said, — Fear God; if ye be faithful. They said, — We desire 
that we may eat therefrom, and that our hearts be set at ease, 
and that we may know that thou verily hast spoken unto us the 
truth, and that we may be witnesses thereof. Then spake Jiisus, 
Son of Mart, — Oh God, our Lord ! send down unto us a Table 
from Heaven, that it may be unto us a Feast day,§ unto the first 
of us and unto the last of us, imd a sign from Thee; and nourish 
us, for Thou art the best of Nourishers. And God said, — Verily 

* These miracles are again recapitulated in Sura iii. 48, with 
this addition; — “ And I will tell unto you what ye eat, and what 
ye store in your houses,” i.e. as a proof of his knowledge of the 
invisible. 

t used only of the Apostles of Jesus. 

J i.e. tliose who have surrendered themselves unto God. 

§ An Eed, or religious festival recurring periodically. 
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I will send it down unto you; and whoever after that shall dis- 
believe amongst you; surely I will torment him with a torment 
wherewith I shall not torment any other creature. 

And when God shall say, — Oh .jE.sfs, Son of Mart 1 didst 
Thou speak unto mankind saying, — Take me and my mother for 
two Gods besides the Lord? He shall say, — Glory be to Thee 1 
it is not for me to say that which I know to be not the truth. 
If I had said that, verily Thou wouldest have known it. Thou 
knowest that which is in me, but I know not that which is in 
Thee; verily. Thou art the Knower of secrets. I spake not unto 
them aught but what Thou commaudest me, saying, — Worship 
God, my I^ird and your Lord. And I was a witness unto them 
whilst I continued amongst them; and, since Thou hast taken 
me away. Thou hast Thyself been their keeper, and Thou art a 
Witness over all things. If Thou punish them, verily they are 
Thy servants, and if Thou have mercy upon them, verily Thou 
art the Glorious, the Wise I 

Grod will answer, — This is a day on which their truthfulness 
shall profit the truthiul. They shall have Gardens with rivulets 
flowing through them, and remain therein for ever. God is well- 
pleased with them, and they well-pleased with Him. That shall 
be a great Felicity !* 


This passage is remarkable as affording in the Allusion to the 
supernatural table that descended from heaven, a 
possible allusion, — the only one traceable in the 
Coran, — to the Lord’s Supper. The tale is 
probably founded on some misapprehended tradi- 
tion regarding “ the Table of the Lord.”f 


* Sura V. 118 to end. 

I The prolific fancy of the Traditionists and Commentators has 
created a host of miraculous accompaniments to this table; — Fruit 
from the trees of Paradise; Bread; Meats; and Fish, which, 
though broiled, were still alive, and for the convenience of the 
guests threw off their scales and bones! 
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JeAus not 
crucified, but 
raided to 
Heaven. 


The Meccans 
object that 
Jesus was 
worshipped; 
and why not 
their Deities 
also. 


To complete the miserably deficient and garbled 
outline, it remains only to be added that Jesus 
escajjed the machinations of the Jews, and was 
taken up alive to heaven. In a passage aimed at 
his Jewish enemies of Medina, Mahomet thus up- 
braids their rebellious forefathers: — 

And for their Unbelief;- and for their having spoken 

against Mary a grevious calumny ; and for their saying, — Verily 
we have killed the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mart, the Apostle of 
God. And they killed him not, neither did they crucify him, 
but he was simulated (in the person of another) unto them. 
And verily they that are at variance about him, are in doubt 
concerning him. They have no knowledge regarding him, but 
follow only a conjecture. And they slew him not, certainly. 
But God raised him up unto Himself; and God is the Glorious, 
the Wise 1 And there is none of the People of the Book but 
shall believe in him before his death, and in the day of Judgment 
he will be a Witness against them.* 

In addressing the idolatrous Meccans, Mahomet 
appealed to the Ministry and Revelations of Jesus, 
and his rejection by his people, as he was wont to 
appeal to the history of other Prophets, for an analogy 
to his own case, and in support of liis Mission. His 
adversaries saw their opportunity and replied that, if 

The poor, the lame, and the wretched, were invited to the feast, 
which lasted forty days. The commentators probably confounded 
the Lord’s Supper with the feeding by Jesus of the multitudes. 

• Sura iv. 155-158. “The jicople of the Book,” i.e. Jews as 
well as Christians. The purport of this last verse is obscure. 
It probably implies that the death of Christ w-ill take place before 
the Judgment Day; and that the Jews will then be forced to 
believe in Him. 
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Jesus, who appeared in human form, was worshipped 
by his followers, there could be nothing absurd (as 
he would insist) in their praying through images, — 
the representatives of heavenly powers, — to God. 
They exclaimed with delight that thus his whole 
argument fell to the ground ; — 


And when Jesus, Son of Mart, was proposed as an example, Mahomet 
lo, thy people cried aloud, 

And they said. What ! Are our own Gods the best, or he ? a Servant 

They have proposed this unto thee only as a cause of dispute; 

Yea, they are a contentious people I 

Verily he was no other than a servant, to whom We were 
gracious, and We made him an example unto the 
Children of Israel: — 

(And if We pleased We could make from amongst yourselves 
Angels to succeed you upon earth :) 

And verily he shall be for a sign of the last hour. Wherefore 
doubt not thereof, and follow me ; this the right way. 

And let not Satan obstruct you, for he is your manifest Enemy.* 


Tills was in fact the only position which, at the iic denies the 
present advanced period of his Mission, Mahomet of' rad 
could consistently faU back upon ; and it was ever 
after carefully maintained. Some terms of venera- 
tion, in use among Christians, ai-e indeed applied 
to Jesus, as “ the Word of God,” and “ His Spirit 

which he breathed into Mary.”f But the Divine 

1 

• Sura xliii. 56-60. • 

t So Sura iv. 169. “ His Word, which He placed in Mary, 

and a Spirit from Him.” John was to bear testimony to “ the 
Word from God,” Sura iii. 39. At the annunciation, the Virgin 
is thus addressed; — “ Oh Mary I God giveth thee good tidings of 
The Word from Himself, — the Messiah, Jesus,” &c. Suia iiL 40. 

“ We breathed into her of Otm Shrit,” Ixvi. 13; xxi. 91. 
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Sonship was stedfastly denied. The worship of 
Jesus by the Christians was placed in the same 
category as the supposed worship of Ezra by the 
Jews ;• and, in one place, the doctrine of the Trinity 
is expressly reprobated. It is a Medina Sura; — 

Ye People of the Book ! Commit not extravagancies in joor 
religion; and speak not of God aught but the truth. For verily 
the Messiah, Jesus, Son of Mary, is an apostle of God, and Ilia 
Word wliich he placed in Mary, and a Spirit from Him. Where- 
fore believe in God, .and in the Apostles; and say not, There are 
THREE. Refrain: it will be well for you. Verily the Lord is 
one God. Glory be to Him ! far be it from Him, that there 
should be to Him a Son. To Him belongeth whatsoever is in 
the Heavens and in the Earth ; and He ia a sufficient Patron. 
Tlie Messiah disdaineth not to be a Servant of God: neither the 
Cherubim that draw nigh unto Ilim.'f 

It may well be doubted whether Mahomet ever 
understood the real doctrines of Christianity. The 
few passing observations regarding our Faith to 
be found in the Coran, commence at a period when 
his system was already, in great part, matured; 
and they seem founded upon information not only 
deficient but deceptive. The whole of his historical 
knowledge! (for whatever he knew it was his 

* Snra ix. 31. 

•f Sura iv. 169-170. . 

f The only trace of acquaintance with the period subsequent 
to the ascension, and the spread of Christianity, is the story of 
the three Apostles (one of whom is supposed to have been Simon 
Peter,) who went to Antioch, and of one of their converts there 
who suffered mart 3 rrdom. Sura xxxvi. 13-28. 

The story of the seven Sleepers, who slumbered 309 years, and 
then arose to find the idolatrous world Christianized, can hardly 
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practice to embody in his Revelation,) is contained 
in the few extracts already before the reader; and, 
whether regarded in its own meagre and apocryphal 
outlines, or compared with the ample details trans- 
cribed in the Coran of Jewish history both Scrip- 
tural and Traditional, shows that his sources of 
Christian information were singularly barren and 
defective. The Sacrament of Baptism is not even 
alluded to; and, if there be an allusion to the 
Eucharist, we have seen it to be utterly disfigured 
and well nigh lost in fable. The great doctrine 
of Redemption through the death of Christ was 
apparently unknown (for if it had been known and 
rejected, it would no doubt have been combated in 
the Coran,) and His very Crucifixion denied. 

We do not find a single ceremony or doctrine of Christianity 

® ... hml little real 

Islam m the smallest degree moulded, or evea tinged, inrtwence in 
by the peculiar tenets of Christianity: — While 
Judaism, on the contrary, has given its colour to 
the whole system, and lent to it the shape and type, 
if not the actual substance, of many ordinances. 

But although Christianity is thus so remote from Vet thcorcti- 
Islam as to have had practically n<j influence in »^uai'if not 
the formation of its creed and ritual, yet, in the jIEm. 


be classed under this Lead, tliough it shows the interest Maliomet 
was beginning to Lake in Christians. It will lie found, with 
abundance of childish romance and fiction, in Sum xviii. 

Both Suras belong to the late Meccan period. 

VOL. 11. p p 


Digitized by Google 



Growth of 
Mahomet’s 
leaching in 
this respect 
traced. 


Goran at first 
held to be 
concurrent 
with and only 
auxiliary of 
the Jewish 
and Christian 
^k:riptu^es. 


290 Chriitianity had little influence on Islam. [chap. 

theory of Mahomet’s system, it occupies a place 
equal, if not superior, to that of Judaism. To 
understand this we must take a brief review of the 
development of the system itself. 

In his first breathings of pseudo-inspiration, the 
Prophet professed no distinct relation with any 
previous religion, excepting perhaps with the purer 
element in the national worship said to have been 
derived from Abraham, though grievously overlaid 
with idolatry and superstition. His Mission was 
simply to recall the Arabs to the service of the true 
God, and a belief in “ the day of Reckoning.” 

In process of time, he gained, through (as I 
believe) Jewish informants, some acquaintance with 
the existing Scriptures of the Jews and Christians, 
and the systems founded on them. The new Reve- 
lation was now annoimced as concurrent with the 
previous “Books.” The Coran was described mainly 
as an attestation, in the Arabic tongue, and for the 
people of Mecca and its neighbourhood, of the 
preceding Scriptures. It was purely auxiliary in 
its object, and local in its action. From the attacks 
of the idolaters, Mahomet sheltered himself behind 
the character and authority of those Scriptures, 
admitted in some measure even by the Meccans. 
When his work was abused as a “ Foi^ery” and an 
“antiquated Tale,” the most common and the most 
effective retort was; — “ Nay, but it is a confirmation 
of the preceding Revelation, and a warning in simple 
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Arabic to the people of this land.’’ The number, 
and the solemnity of such asseverations secured the 
confidence, or at least neutrality, of the Jews and 
Christians.* 

But the system of Mahomet could not stop at this it gr^uaiiy 
point. Was he not an Apostle, equally inspired snpcrior and 
with his predecessors? Was he not foretold, aschSter”® 
the prophet that should arise, hy Moses in the 
Pentateuch, and in the Gospel by Jesus? If he 
was, in truth, the last of the Apostles, would not his 
moulding of the true faith remain permanent to the 
end of time ? These conclusions were fast ripening 
in the mind of Mahomet; and their effect was to 
make the Coran rise superior in authority over both 
the Old and the New Testament. 

Not that it was ever held to be superior in kind as the latest 
to either. All three are spoken of as “ the Word of God’s wul 
G od,” and the belief in them equally inculcated 
on pain of hell fire.f But the Coran was the 

• See Suras xlvi. 8-12, 30; vi. 93-156; xxxvi. 6; xii. 11. 

There are many other similar passages. 

The New Testament is spoken of in the Coran under the sole 
title of Injil (Evangelimn) Gospel: and it is described as given 
by God to Jesus. Hence Gerock would conclude that Mahomet 
did not intend the Gospel in common use among Christians, which 
was revealed after the ascension of Jesus ; but some other Gospel 
(p. 91). 

The question, however, is not what might be deduced from a 
systematic and close construction of the expressions of a man 
grossly ignorant on the subject, but what was his fairly inferrible 
meaning. yVnd in this view it is evident from the whole tenor 
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latest revelation; and, in so far as it pleased the 
Almighty to modify his preceding commands, it 
was paramount. 

Two stage*. In this latter phase again there are two stages. 

firjtitheOId , .n. . 

Testament and Mahomet did not at once substitute the Coran in 

the Gospel . „ . n • mi T 

permitted to, supersession oi the previous benptures. The Jew 

n^ntTeJews was Still to follow the Law; he was to believe also 

respectively, in the New Testament and in the mission of Jesus. 

The Christian, too, was to hold fast by his Gospel. 
But both Jew and Christian were to admit, as 
co-ordinate with their own Prophets and Scriptures, 
the Apostleship of Mahomet and the authority of 
the Coran. The necessity, indeed, of conforming to 
their respective Revelations, is urged upon them in 
the strongest terms. The Jews of Medina are re- 
peatedly summoned “ to judge by the Book," that 
is by the Old Testament; and they are warned 
against the danger of accepting a part only of 
God’s word, and rejecting a part. The following 
passages inculcate a similar duty on both Jews and 
Christians : — 


of the Coran, that by “ the Gospel ’’ Mahomet meant the sacred 
Scriptures in common and universal use amongst the Christians 
of his day. His ignorance may have led him to suppose that 
those Scriptures were revealed to Jesus: or he may perhaps have 
intended only that the principles and doctrines of the Gospel were 
revealed by God to Jesus, and by Him taught to the Apostles 
who recorded them. However this may be, the clear fact is in 
no-wise affected, that Mahomet, by the term Gospel, referred to 
the received Canon of Scripture as then current among Christians. 
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Sat, Oh ye people of the Book I ye do not stand upon any 
sure ground until ye set up both the Law* and the Gospel, as well 
as that which hath been sent down unto you from your Lord.f * * 

And how will they (the Jews of Medina) make thee their judge, 
since they have already by them the Towrftt, wherein is the com- 
mand of God, and have not obeyed it 1 They will surely tom 
their backs after that; and they are not Believers. 

Verily We have sent down the Old Testament, wherein are a 
Direction and a Light. The Prophets that submitted themselves 
to God judged thereby the Jews: and the Doctors and Priests 
did likewise, in accordance with that portion of the Book of God, 
which Ws committed to their charge; and they were witnesses 
thereof. Wherefore fear not men, but fear Me; and sell not the 
Signs of God for a small price. Ain> whosoevsb doth mot jodqe 

BY THAT WHICH GOD HATH BEVEA1.ED, YKRILT THBT ABE THE DM- 

BEUEVEBS.} And We have written therein for them; — Verily 
life for life, and eye for eye, and nose for nose, and ear for ear, 
tooth for tooth, and for wounding retaliation: and he that re- 
mitteth the same as alms, it is an atonemmit for him. And he 

WHO JUDOETH NOT BT THAT WHICH GoD HATH BEVEALBD, THEY ABE 
THE TRANSOBESSORS.§ 

And We caused Jesos, the Son of Mart, to follow in their 
footsteps, attesting the Scripture, viz.-, the Towrkt which pre- 
ceded him. And We gave him the Gospel wherein is Guidance 
and Light, attesting the Towrat which prccedeth it, a Direction 
and an Admonition to the pious: — and that the people of the 
Gospel (Christians,) may judge according to that which God hath 
revealed therein. And whosoever doth not judoe ACCORDnie to 

THAT WHICH GOD HATH REVEALED, THEY ARE THE WICEED 0ME8.|| 

• the Towr&t. As used in the Coraa, this word some- 

times signifies the Pentateuch only, sometimes the entire Scriptures 
of the Old Testament held by the Jews. According to the context 
of this and the following passages, the latter meaning is intended. 

t i.e. the Coran. Svra v. 68. 

I 

II 
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And Wi have revealed to thee the Book* in truth, attesting 
the Scripture which precedeth it, and a custodian (or witness) 
thereof. Wherefore judge between them in accordance with what 
God hath revealed, and follow not their vain desires away from 
that which hath been given imto thee. 

To every one have We given a Law and a Way. And if God 
had pleased. He had made you all one People. But ( He hath 
done othervme ) that He might try you in that which He hath 
severally given unto you. Wherefore press forward in good works. 
Unto God shall ye all return, and He will tell you that concerning 
which ye disagree. 

Judge therefore between them according to that which God 
hath revealed, and follow not their desires, and beware of them 
lest they tempt thee aside from a part of that which God hath 
revealed unto thee-t 

Thus the former revelations were to be believed 
in collectively as the Word of God by aU the 
faithful of whatever sect; and the Old and New 
Testaments were further to be each directly used 
and implicity observed by the Jews and Christians 
respectively as their guide and director, and by 
Mahomet himself in judging their internal disputes. 
In contested and doubtful points, the Coran was to 
be admitted by all mankind as a conclusive oracle. 

In conformity with this expansive system, we 
find that, at a period long anterior to the Hegira, 
Mahomet propounded in the Coran the doctrine 
that a grand Catholic faith pervaded all ages and 
revelations — a faith which, in its purest form, had 


* i.e. tie Coran. ■[ Sura v. 50-57. 

J Sec Sura xvi. 120-123. Connected with this Catholic faith 
is the doctrine that a prophet has been sent to every people. 
Sura xxviii. 60; xxii. 36, 57. 
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been held by the patriarch Abraham. This primitive 
religion, varied at each dispensation by accidental 
rites, comprised, as its essential features, belief in the 
One true God, rejection of all idolatry or worship 
of Mediators as sharers in the power and gloiy of 
the Deity, and the implicit surrender of the will 
to God. Such surrender is termed “Islam;” and 
hence Abraham is called “the first of Moslems.” 

To this original Islam it was now the mission of 
Mahomet to recall the whole of Mankind. 

Each successive Revelation had been abused by Perrerted in 
its votaries, who had quickly turned aside fi'om the ag^**"*^ ° 
pure elements forming the ground work of the 
dispensation. They had magnified or misinterpreted 
rites intended to be only ancillary and external. 

By perverting doctrines, they had turned the gift of 
Revelation into a curse. They had fallen into a 
thousand sects, “ each rejoicing in its own opinions,” 
and fencing itself round with intolerance and intense 
hatred. 

Amidst the contending factions, truth might pos- Mahomet the 
sibly be discovered by the earnest enquirer, but 
it would be by difficult and imcertain steps. The 
Jew denoimced the Christian, and the Christian 
the Jew. Some worshipped not only Jesus but his 
mother also ; others held both to be mere creatures. 

From this labyrinth of confusion and error it pleased 
the Almighty once again to deliver mankind. 

Mahomet was the Apostle of this grand and final 
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Salvation not 
confined to 
Islam. 


Mission, and his judgment was to be heard un- 
questioned amid the clash of opposing authorities. 
Thus in a Meccan Sura; — 

He hath ordained unto you the Faith which He commanded 
unto Noah; and which We haye rerealed unto thee, and which 
We commanded unto Abraham and Mows and Jesus; saying, 
Set up the Faith and fall not into dissension. 

And they fell not into dissension until after the knowledge (of 
Divine Bevelation) had come unto them,* out of enmity among 
themselves; and if the Word from thy Lord had not gone forth 
(respiting them) unto a fixed time, the matter had been decided 
between them. And verily they that have inherited the Book 
after them are in a perplexing doubt regarding the same. 

Wherefore call them thereto (t.e. unto the Catholic Faith) and 
be Btedfast as thou hast been commanded, and follow not their 
desires ; and say, — I believe in all the Scriptures which God hath 
revealed ; and I am commanded to do justice between you. God 
is our Lord and your Lord. To us will be reckoned oiu works, 
and to you your works.f There is no ground of difierenoe| 
between us and you.§ 

In this intermediate stage. Salvation was not 
confined to Islam, but would be obtained by every 

• Tliis is a favourite idea repeated frequently in the Coran, as 
in Sura ii. 254. The commentators are inclined to explain it of 
Islam, viz,, that Jews and Christians did not fall away till Maho- 
met came, when they denied the prophet they had been expecting. 
But the idea seems to point rather to the misuse of former Reve- 
lations which, instead of leading men to the true faith broke them 
up into opposing sects. 

f That is, — “ your good works wiU not be vain and rejected 
as those of the Idolaters, but will be reckoned towards Salvation, 
equally with those of my owm followers." 

t “ Ground of contention,” “ quarrel,” “ dispute.” 

§ Sura xlii. 12-15. 
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righteous man whatever his religion, provided he 
abjured idolatry. 


In the last period of development, the Coran sem,vi stuKe; 
rides triumphant over both the Law and the Gospel, tadtiy, but 
and casts them unheeded into the shade. This, how- sidS’prevl’ws 
ever, arose not from any express declaration, but 
from the necessary progress of the system. The 
popular impression wluch would attribute to Ma- 
homet either the formal cancelment of the Jewish 
and Christian Scriptures, or any imputation against 
their perfect genuineness and authority, is entirely 
mistaken. No expressions regarding them ever 
escaped the lips of Mahomet, but those of the most 
implicit reverence and highest eulogy.* 

It was the opposition of the Jews, and the cold which 
suspicion of the Christians, as well as the martial tuu-ccr, is 
supremacy of Islam over the Ilejaz, that imper- “•■“•I'-'i 
ceptibly, but inevitably, led to the exclusive 
imposition of the authority of Mahomet and the 
Coran. The change which dispensed with previous 
Revelations was made in silence. In the concluding. 


• See a treatise by the Author entitled, 27ie Testimony borne 
by the Coran to the Jewish arul Christian Scriptures, in which every 
text having any reference whatever to those Scriptures, has been 
quoted. It i.s clearly proved by this collection, that the strongest 
and most unequivocal testimony is borne by the Coran to tlic 
Jewish and Christian Scriptures as current in the time of Mahomet; 
that the evidence extends equally to their genuineness and au- 
thority; and that there is not a hint anywhere to be found of 
their cancelment or interpolation. 

VOL. II. li q 
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as in the early days of his mission, Mahomet hardly 
ever refers to the former Scriptures. His scheme 
was complete, and rested now on other pillars. 
The steps by which he had ascended to his final 
elevation were left far behind and forgotten. 

In its 6md Islam, indeed, had in the later years of the pro- 
islim rapidly phet, been rapidly divei^g from all sympathy with 
the^lwe."”” the Bible. An appeal to previous Revelation would 
now have proved embarrassing: and it seems pro- 
bable that silence on the subject was in some degree 
intentional. Whatever effect the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, if properly understood, might have had on 
the mind of Mahomet, when yet enquiring and 
moulding for itself a creed, it is evident that long 
before the final settlement of Islam at the last Pil- 
grimage to Mecca, his system had become hardened 
into a form of which it was impossible that any new 
influences could produce material alteration. Argu- 
ment was not now tolerated. Mahomet was the 
Prophet of God. His word was Law. Eveiy opposing 
• doctrine must vanish before the Divine command. 


Hostile dccia- The cxclusivc and growingly intolerant position 
"ewTa^””** of Islam is sufficiently manifested by the ban issued 
chriBtums. gg^inst the Jews and Christians, as unfit for the 
sacred rites and holy precincts of the Meccan 
temple ; and by the Divine command to war against 
them until, in confession of the superiority of Islam, 
they should consent to the payment of a tribute. 
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It may be interesting to illustrate the practical 
treatment of Christianity by Mahomet after his Tribes, 
acquisition of political power, by the treaties entered 
into with Christian tribes. The following passage 
from one of the early biographers relates to the 
important Christian settlement of Najr^. “The 
Prophet of the Lord wrote to the Bishop of the 
Bani Hiirith, and the Bishops of Najran, and their 
Priests, and aU that followed them, and their 
Monks; — saying, that they should continue in (the 
possession and practice of) everything small and 
great, as it then stood, in their churches, their pray- 
ers, and their monasteries. The pledge of God and 
of His prophet was given that no Bishop should be 
removed from his bishoprick, nor any Monk from his 
monastery, nor any Priest from his priesthood ; that 
their authority and rights should not be altered, nor 
any thing whatever which was customary amongst 
them ; so long as they conducted themselves peace- 
ably and uprightly. They shall not be burdened 
with oppression, neither shall they oppress.”* 


• Kdtib al Wdektdi, p. 61|. At p. 56^^ there is another treaty 
with the Christians of Najr&n given in greater detail, and pro- 
bably subsequent to the above. It is to the following effect: — 
that Mahomet had commanded them to render tribute of all their 
fruits, yellow, white, and black '(ripe and unripe?), and captives; 
but that he had generously commuted this for 2000 suits of clothes 
of the valuer of an owckea (ounce of silver) each; 1000 to be 
given annually in the month of Rajab, and 1000 in the month of 
Safar. Whatever 'exceeded or fell short of tlie value of an owckea 
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The narrative of the embassy of this people to 
Medina is in itself curious, and has a double interest 
from being referred to in the Coran. It is, keeping 
close to the words of tradition, as follows — A 
deputation of fourteen chief men from Najran re- 
paired to Mahomet. Among them was Ackil or 


was to come into account ; as likewise all armour, horses, camels 
.and other goods taken from them by the Moslems. They were to 
entertain Mahomet’s messengers (collectors) twenty d.ays or less, 
but not to detain them beyond a month. 

When there was war in Yemen they were to lend Mahomet 
thirty suits of armour, thirty horses, and thirty camels; and any 
that were lost in the war were to bo made good by Maliomet’s 
people. 

On the part of Mahomet, the guarantee of the Prophet of the 
Lord was given for their lives, religion, lands, and property, — of 
the absent as well as of the present, — and for their churches and 
places of prayer. No Bishop to be removed from his bishoprick, 
nor any monk from his monastery; nor any minister, -• !-) 
from his ministry (ixiUji.). Everything, little and great, to 
remain ns it then was. No claim of blood prior to Islam to lie 
allowetl. Claims of right to be decided justly. Whoe\’or took 
interest was free from Mahomet’s guarantee. 

“ Now for all that is written in this paper, there is the pro- 
tection of God and his Prophet, for ever until the Lord .send forth 
Mis command (i.e. until theday of judgment); if ye deal uprightly 
and conduct your affairs properly, ye shall not be burdened with 
injury.” Abu Sofian, and five others, witnesses. 

• The statement is given from the Ki'itib al Wackidi. Ilishiimi, 
p. 200, has surrounded his version of it with numerous pui^rile 
additions in favour of Islam; — such as that their Bishops had 
with them books inherited from their predecessors and bearing 
the seal of e.ach successive bi.shop, in which a notice of Mahomet 
w;is found; imaginary conversations lietwecn Mahomet and the 
Christian parly to the discomfiture of the hitler, &.C. 
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Abd al Masih, of the Bani Kinda, their chief, 

Abdal Ilurith tlieir bishop, and his brother Kurz 
their guide. On reaching Medina, they entered the 
Mosque, and prayed turning towards the east ; and 
they were clothed in fine raiment lined with silk. 

Then the prophet called them: but when they 
came, he timned away and would not speak with 
them. And Othman told them it was because of 
their dress. So they departed that day. 

In the morning they came again, but this time Mahomet 
clothed in their monastic dress, and saluted Mahomet, them to curse 

XT T 1 • -I • 1 • • 1 1 other. 

He returned their salutation, and invited them to 
Islam, but they refused; and words and disputation 
increased between them. Then Mahomet recited to 
them passages from the Coran, and said : — “ If ye 
deny that which I say unto you. Come let us curse 
each other." They went away to consider the matter. 

And on the morrow Abd al Masih, with two of 
the chief men, came to Mahomet and said; — “We 
have determined that we shall not curse with thee; 
wherefore command regarding us whatsoever thou 
wilt, we will give it; and we will enter into treaty 
with thee.” So he made a treaty with them ;• and 
they returned to their cities. But in the evening 
Ackil with a companion went back to Mahometf 


• The particulars of the treaty are similar to those in the pre- 
vious note. 

f Kdtib al WdekuU, p. 69. The subsequent history of the 
Najran Christians is there triuxsl. They continued in possession 
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professing allegiance to Islam ; so they were received 
and entertained in the house of Abu Ayhb. 

The incident is thus alluded to in the Coran : — 

Verily, the analogy of Jesus is, with Gk>d, like onto the analogy 
of Adam. He created him out of the dust ; then He said unto 
him Be, and he was. This is the truth from thy Lord: wherefore 
be not thou amongst the doubters. 

And whosoever shall dispute with thee therein, after that the 
true knowledge hath come unto thee ; say — Come let us call out 
(the names)* of our tons and your tons, of our wives and your wives, 


of their lands and rights under the treaty, during the rest of 
Mahomet’s life and the whole of Abu Bakr’s Caliphate. Then 
they were accused of taking usury, and Omar expelled them fixim 
the land, and wrote as follows : — 

“ The despatch of Omar, the Commander of the Faithful, to 
the people of Najran. Whoever of them emigrates is under the 
guarantee of God. No Moslem shall injiue them; — to fulfil that 
which Mahomet and Abu Bakr wrote unto them. 

“ Now to whomsoever of the chiefs of Syria and IrSc they may 
repair, let such chiefs allot them lands, and whatever they culti- 
vate therefiom shall be theirs; it is an exchange for tlieir own 
lands. None shall injure or maltreat them; Moslems shall assist 
them against oppressors. Their tribute is remitted for two years. 
They will not be troubled except for evil deeds.” 

Some of them alighted in Irac, and settled in Najrania, near 
to Cufa. 

That the offence of usury is alleged in justification of this 
measure, appears to me to disprove the common tradition that a 
command was said to have been given by Mahomet on his death- 
bed for the Peninsula to be swept clear of all other religions but 
Islam. 

* Sale has it — Let us call together. But if the text is rightly 
referred to the occasion of the Najran embassy, it can only mean 
to “ call over and curse the names ; ” because the wives and sons 
of the embassy were not at hand to summon. 


Digitized by Google 


vn.] Christian Embassies and Treaties. 303 

of ourselves and ymirselves ; then let us curse one the other, and lay 
the curse of Ood upon those that lie ! 

Verily this is a true expositiou. There is no God but the 
Lord, and verily God is mighty and wise. And If they turn 
back, verily God is acquainted with the evil doers. 

Say; — Oh ye people of the Bode! come unto a just judgment 
between us and you. That we shall not worship aught but Ood, and 
that we shall not associate any with Him, nor shall toe take any of 
us the other for Lords besides God. And if they turn back, then 
bear witness, saying; — Verily, we are the true believers.* 

It was surely a strange manner of settling the Proof of the 
question which the Arabian Prophet here proposed, ° 

and we have no reason to be ashamed of the Christian 
embassy for declining it. Still we cannot but see in 
the passage the earnestness of Mahomet’s belief, and 
his conviction that a spiritual illumination had been 
vouchsafed to him, bringing with it knowledge and 
certainty where to the Christian, as he conceived, 
all was speculation and conjecture. 

Another Christian embassy was received fromEmbns^of 
the Bani Taghlib. “ It was formed of sixteen men, x^uib! 
some Moslems and some Christians. The latter 
wore crosses of gold. And the prophet made terms 
with the Christians, stipulating that they should 
themselves continue in the profession of their re- 
ligion, but should not baptize their children in the 
Christian faith.”f 


* Sura iii. 57-63. 

f K&tib al Wdclddi, p. 61^. The account of the embassy of 
the Bani Hanlfa is more decidedly unfavourable to Christianity, 
but its details appear of doubtful authority. Moseilama, the false 
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These narratives clearly show that the terras upon 
which, at the last, Mahomet permitted Christianity 
to exist were those of sufferance merely ; Christianity, 
indeed, was less obnoxious to him than Judaism, be- 
cause he did not experience from it such persevering 
and active hostility. The Clergy and Monks are in 
the Coran on this account spoken of in expressions of 
comparative praise.* But, after all, his grand object 
was entirely to supersede Christianity as well as 


prophet, was among the number, and there are some unlikely 
anticipations of his sacrilegious claims. 

As the embassy were departing, “ Mahomet gave them a vessel 
in which were the leavings of the water with which he had 
performed his lustrations; and he said, — When you reach your 
country, break down your Church, and sprinkle its site icith (his 
water, and make in its place a Mosque. And they did so, and 
the vessel remained with A1 Ackas. And the Muedzzin called 
to prayers. And the Monk of the church heard him, and he 
e.xclaimed, — It is the tcord of truth and the call of truth ! and he 
fled. And that was the last of the time (of Christianity), (p. 62). 

The story appears improbable, because nowhere else is Mahomet 
represented as exhibiting such antagouism to Christians and their 
Churches, when they submitted themselves to him. 

• See Sura Ivii. 27. “ And We caused Jesus, son of Mary, to 

succeed them, and We put into the hearts of those that followed 
him Compassion and Mercy ; and the monastic state — they framed 
it for themselves (We did not command it unto them) simply out 
of a desire to please God,” &c. 

So Sura V. 77 “ jVnd thou wilt find the most inclined amongst 
them to the believers, to be those who profess Christianity ; — This 
because there are amongst them Clergy and Monks, and they are 
not proud ; and when they hear that which hath been revc.aled 
unto the Prophet, thou shalt see their eyes flow with tears, because 
of what they recognise therein of the truth," &c. 
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Judaism, and the professors of both were subjected 
equally to a humiliating tribute. 


The stealthy progress by which this end wasBeTiow. 
reached has now, I trust, been made clear. The 
prophet at the first confirmed the Scriptures without 
qualification or reserve. He next asserted for his 
own revelation a parallel authority, and by degrees 
a superseding or dispensing power. And, finally, 
though he never imputed error to the Scripture 
itself, or (while ceasing to appeal with his former 
frequency to its evidence) failed to speak of it with 
veneration, he rejected all the dogmas peculiar to 
Christianity, and demanded their rejection by his 
Christian followers, on the simple ground of his 
own inspiration. Assuming, perhaps, that the 
former Scriptures could not be at variance with the 
mind of God as now revealed to himself, he cared 
not to verify his conclusions by a reference to “ the 
Book.” A latent consciousness of the weakness 
of his position probably rendered him unwilling 
honestly to face the diflSculty. His course was 
guided here, as it was guided at so many other 
points, by an inexplicable combination of earnest 
conviction and uneasy questioning, if not of actual 
though unperceived self-deception. He was sure 
as to the object; and the means, he persuaded him- 
self, could not be wrong. 

VOL. II. R B 


Digitized by Google 



306 Sources of Christian Information, [cau*. 

It may be useful, in conclusion, to enquire briefly 
whence from what probable sources Mahomet obtained his 

deriTed? 

meagre and deceptive information of Christianity. 
Mahomet One of the most remarkable traits in the teaching 
of the teaching of the Coran is, that Jesus was not crucified; but 
rcganiir^”the One resembling, and mistaken by the Jews, for 
Jesus. This fact is alleged, as we have seen,* not 
in contradiction to the Christians, but, in opposition 
to the Jews, who gloried in the assertion that Jesus 
had been put to death by their nation. Hence it 
‘ would almost seem that Mahomet believed his 
teaching on this head to be accordant with that 
of the Christian Church ; and that he really was 
ignorant of the grand doctrine of the Christian faith, 
— Redemption through the death of Christ. 

Connection of The singular correspondence between the allu- 
^is teaching ^ CTucifixion in the Coran, and the wild 

speculations of the early heretics, has led to the 
conjecture that Mahomet acquired his notions of 
Christianity from a Gnostic teacher. But Gnosti- 
cism had disappeared from Egypt before the sixth 
century, and there is no reason for supposing that 
it had at any time gained a footing in Arabia. 
Besides, there is not the slightest affinity between 
the supematuralism of the Gnostics and Docetm, 
and the sober rationalism of the Coran. According 
to the former, the Deity must be removed far from 


* See the quotation from Svra iv. 155-158; above p. 286. 
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the gross contact of evil matter. The ^Eon Christ, 
which alighted upon Jesus at His baptism, must 
ascend to its native regions before the crucifixion. 

With Mahomet, on the contrary, Jesus Christ was 
a mere man, — wonderfully bom indeed, — but still 
an ordinary m^, a servant simply of the Almighty 
as others had been before him.* Yet, although 
there is no ground for believing that Gnostic doc- 
trines were inculcated on Mahomet, it is possible 
that some of the strange fancies of those heretics, 
preserved in Syrian tradition, may have come to 
the ears of his informants (the chief of whom, even 
on Christian topics, seem to have been Jews, unable 
probably to distinguish heretical fable from Christian 
doctrine,) and have been by them adopted as a likely Denial of the 
and convenient mode of explaining away the facts comproiX)* 
which formed the great barrier between Jews and jX*and 
Christians. The Israelite would have less antipathy c**™*^®- 
to the Catholic faith of Islam and the recognition 
of the mission of Jesus, if allowed to believe that 
Christians as well as Jews had been in error; that 
his people had not, in fact, put Jesus, the promised 
Messiah, to a shameful death ; but that, like Euoch 
and Elijah, he had been received up into heaven. 

“ Christ crucified ” was still, as in the days of Paul, 

• This subject has been well discussed by Gerock, who shows 
the utter incongruity of Islam with Gnosticism, Christologk, p. 11. 

Der positive besonnene ch.aracter des Islam ist den Gnostischen 
spcckulatiuncn ganzKcb zuwidor,” (p. 12). 
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“ the Stumbling block of the Jews.” But here the 
stumbling block could be at once removed : and with- 
out any offence to his national pride, the Jew might 
confess his belief in this emasculated Christianity. 
It was a compromise that would readily and strongly 
approve itself to a Jewish mind already unsettled 
by the prophetic claims of Mahomet. 

By others it has been attempted to trace the 
Christian stories of the Coran to certain apocryphal 
Gospels supposed to have been within the reach of 
Mahomet. But, though some few of the details 
coincide with these spurious writings, the great body 
of the facts in no wise correspond.* Whereas, had 
there been a ready access to such books, we cannot 
doubt that Mahomet would, as in the case of 
Jewish history and legend, have borrowed largely 
from them. 

Gerock, after weighing every consideration, con- 
cludes that Mahomet acquired his knowledge from 
no written source, but from Christian tradition 
current among the people of Arabia : — Am gera- 
thensten mbchte es daher wohl seyn, die Bcrichte 


* See Gerock, p. 8. The “ Gospel of Barnabas ” is of course 
excepted, because it is the modem work of a Christian Apostate 
to Islam. “ Aber es ist gewiss, dass diess Evangelium das Werk 
eines Betriigers ist, der erst lange nach Mohammed, viclleicht in 
Italien selbst, lebte, und sich bemiihte, den Erzihlungen des 
Koran und der Mohammedanischen Schrifstellcr durch eine ange- 
blich Christliche Unterlage mehr Ansehen und Glaubwurdigkeit, zu 
verschaffen.” Ibid. p. 9. 
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des Coran iiber den stifter der Christlichen Religion 
aiis der Tradition zu erklaren. Es scheint namlich, 
das Mohammed seine Berichte iiber Christus und 
einige andere, unbedeutende Erzahlungen aus der 
Christengeschichte weder aus schriftlichen quellcn, 
als kanonischen oder apokryphischen evangelien, 
noch aus bestimmten miindlichen mittheilungen, 
sondern vornemlich aus einer in seinem Vaterlande 
lunhergetragenen Volkstradition schopfte.* 

As the sole source of information the indigenous unsatisfuctory 
tradition of Arabia appears to me whoUy insufficient 
to account for the knowledge of Mahomet upon 
the subject. There is not the slightest groimd for 
believing that either at Mecca or Medina there 
existed elements of Christian tradition from which 


could have been framed a narrative agreeing, as 
that of the Coran does in many points, and even 
in several of its expressions, with the Gospels 
genuine and apocryphal, while in others it follows 
or outstrips the popular legend. 


But Tradition, quite sufficient for this end, sur- S;r^ tm- 
vived in the southern confines of Syria, and no likeliest source 
doubt reached Mahomet through both a Jewish knowledge; 
and a Christian medium. The general outline ofthrmlKh'a***'^ 
the Christian story in the Coran, having a few fhrough 
salient points in accordance with the Gospel and^nnnct" 


the rest filled up with wild marvels, is just such as 


• Christ! ilof/ie, p. l.S. 
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we might expect an enquiring Jew to leam jfrom 
the traditions amongst the lower classes in Judea. 
Something might be learned too from the Christian 
slaves of Mecca; but they had generally been 
carried off from their homes in boyhood, and would 
remember httle more than a few Scripture stories, 
with perhaps some fragments of the creed. Either 
the Jew or the Christian may also have heard the 
opening of the Gospel of Luke, and communicated 
to Mahomet the outline of the births of John and 
Jesus, which he transferred to the Goran. It is 
also possible that some one may have repeated 
to Mahomet from memory, or read to him from a 
manuscript, the verses of the Gospel containing these 
details ; — but this is mere conjecture.* 

Mahomet’s confused notions of the blessed Trinity 
and of the Holy Ghost, seem most naturally to 
have been received through a Jewish informant, 
himself imperfectly acquainted with the subject. 

It is not very apparent, from the few indistinct 
notices in the Coran, what Mahomet believed the 
Christian doctrine of the Trinity to be. In a 
passage above quoted, Christians are reprobated for 
“ taking Jesus and his Mother for two Gods besides 


• It is doubtful whether any Arabic translation of the Scrip- 
tures, or any part of them, was ever within Mahomet's reach, not- 
withstanding the traditions regarding Waraca. See chapter II. 
p. 51. If there was such a translation it must have been most 
imperfect and fragmentary. 
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the Lord.”* It is hence concluded that the Trinity 
of the Coran was composed of the Father, Mary, 
and Jesus. Such may have been the case, but it is 
not certain. Zealous Protestants sometimes use 
language resembling that verse, without actually 
imputing to their adversaries any error in their 
views of the Trinity. The reverence and service of 
Mary had long been carried to the pitch nearly of 
Divine worship, and the “orthodox” party had 
hotly persecuted those who would not accord to her 
the title of the “ Mother of God.”f Mahomet might 
possibly censure the Christians for this as “ taking 
Jesus and his mother for two Gods,” without ad- 
verting to the Trinity. 

On the other hand, the assertion that Mahomet The noiy 
believed Mary to be held by the Christians as known to 
Divine, is supported by his apparent ignorance of 
the Holy Ghost as a person in the Trinity. The 
only passage in which the Trinity is specifically 
mentioned,! makes no allusion to the divinity of the 
Spirit; nor are the expressions “the Spirit,” and 
“ the Holy Spirit,” though occurring in numerous 
texts throughout the Coran, ever used as if in the 


• Sura y. 125. 

I Worship had been paid even to images of the Virgin and 
of Jesus from the fourth century. In the sixth century Gr^ory 
vainly endeavoured to prohibit the worship, while he encouraged 
the use of such images. See Waddington's History of the Church, 
vol. L p. 295. 

J Sura iv. 169. 
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erroneous system of Christianity they signified a 
divine person. Those terms, as has been already 
shown,* commonly meant Gabriel, the messenger of 
God’s revelations to Mahomet. It is probable that a 
confusion of Gabriel with the Holy Spirit may 
have arisen, in the prophet’s mind, from the former 
having been the medium of the Annunciation, 
while Christians at the same time held that Jesus 
was conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost.f 
The phrase is also repeatedly used in a more general 
sense as signifying the Spirit of Inspiration.X It 
was the divine “ Spirit ” breathed into the clay, 
which gave life to Adam;§ and Jesus, who Hke 
Adam, had no earthly father, is also “ a Spirit firom 
God ” breathed into Mary.|| When it is said that 
God “ strengthened Jesus with the Holy we 

may perhaps trace the use of current Christian 
speech, not inconsistent with Jewish ideas.** 


• See chapter iv. p. 138. 

■f Luke i. 35. 

J (Swraxvi.2; xl. 16; xlii. 51. 

§ Sura XV. 29. 

II Sura xxi. 91; Ixvi. 13; iv. 169. 

^ Sura ii. 87-254 ; v. 149 ; so Iviii. 22. 

** Compare Psalm li. 12 ; “ Uphold me with thy free Spirit.” 
Ge3X)ck, though not alluding to the same expression, comes to 
a similar conclusion: Das der heilige Geist der Christen dem 
Mohammed hier dunkel vorsich webte, ist cinleuchtcnd, besonders 
wenn wir 1>cdenkcn, wie dersclbe in dem Besuche bei Maria mit 
Gabriel in cine Person verschmilzt.” (p. 79). 
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The assurance with which Mahomet appeals to Jewish ami 

* . . , ^ r . Chrifitian 

Jews and Christians as both possessing in their prophecies 
Scriptures the promise of a prophet to come, whom, tations. 
if they only put aside their prejudices, they would 
at once recognize in Mahomet, “ as they recognized 
their own sons,” is very singular, and must have 
been supported by ignorant or designing men of 
both religions. It would seem that Mahomet seized 
upon two kinds of expectation of the most different, 
and indeed incompatible, character; and adroitly 
combined them into a cumulative proof of his own 
Mission. The Jewish anticipation of a Messiah was 
fused by Mahomet along with the perfectly distinct 
and even discordant anticipation by the Christians of 
the second Advent of Christ, into one irrefragable 
argument of a coming Prophet, expected both by 
Jews and Christians, and foretold in all the Scriptures. 

That the promise of the Paraclete was capable Promises of 
of perversion, we see in the heresy of Montanus, 
which made much progress at the close of the 
second Century. It would seem that a garbled 
version of the same promise was communicated to 
Mahomet, and thus employed by him : — 

And call to mind when Jesus, son of Mary, said ; — Oh Children 
of Israel ! Verily, I am an Apostle of God unto you, attesting the 
Towrat revealed before me, and giving good tidings of a prophet 
that shall come alter me, whose name is Aidiao.* 


• Sura Ixi. 6. This is another form of the root Muhammed, sig- 
nifying like it, “ the Praisal.” See John xvi. 7, where irapa<rXi|roc 
VOI,. II. s s 
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miJofthc The prophecy of Moses to the Israehtes, “God 

Messiah, tr r J , ^ i i 

iwrvcrted. Will raisc up unto thee a prophet Irom the midst 
of thee, of thy brethren., like unto me,”* may plausi- 
bly have been adduced by a perverted Jew in favour 
of the Arabian Prophet. And other predictions 
referring to the Messiah were, no doubt, forced into 
a similar service. 

Mahoim't the That he was the Prophet promised to. both Je^ys 
looMforby and Christians, lay at the root of the Catholic 
'“"h system so strongly inculcated by Mahomet in the 

middle stage of his course. He persuaded himself 
that it was so: and the assumption, once admitted, 
retained possession of his mind. 

The From this brief review we may conclude that, 

wurhchiV while some information regarding Christianity may 
oThcri'*^*'^ have lieen drawn from ignorant Christian slaves 
or Christian Arabs, Mahomet gained his chief 
knowledge of Christianity through the same Jewish 
medium, by which, at an earlier period, the more 
copious details of Jewish history reached him. 
His Meccan adversaries did not conceal their strong 
suspicion that the prompting from which the Scrip- 
tural or legendary tales proceeded, was not solely 
that of a supernatural inspiration. They openly 
imputed the aid of strangers; — 

may in some imperfect or gartjled translation have been remlerc*! 
by :r»piKXvroc, 

* xviii. ir>. 
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From whence shall there be an Admonition for them; for, 
verily, there hath come unto them an evident Apostle; — 

Then they turn from him and say , — One taught hy others, a 
Madman !* 

And the unbelievers say ; Verily, this is a Fraud which he hath 
fabricated; and other people have assisted him therein.^ 

But they say that wliich is unjust and false. 

They say; They are Fables of the Ancients which he hath had 
written down ; which are dictated unto him Morning and 
Evening,^ 

Say : — H b hath revealed it who knoweth that which is hidden 
in Heaven and in Earth. He is forgiving and merciful. { 

• • • • • 

And Verily We know that they say , — surely a certain man 
teacheth him. The tongue of him whom they liint at 
is foreign, but this is in the tongue of simple Arabic. § 

Whatever the rough material, its passage through rromptinf.-..) of 
the alembic of “simple Arabic” converted it at ininsfoinietl 
once into a gem of unearthly water. The reel- diwnc Conm. 
tations of a credulous and ill-informed Jew, re- 
appeared as the inspirations of the Almighty, 
dictated by the noblest of his heavenly messengers. 


• Sura xliv. 14. 

■f Abdool Cadir translates in Oordoo, “ which are written out 
beside him morning and evening ; ” and thinks it necc.ssary to add 
the following explanatory note : — “At first the times of prayer 
wore appointed for the morning and evening. The Moslems 
used at those times to gather about the prt^iliet. Whatever new 
passages of the Coran had descended they used to write down with 
the object of remembering them. The unbelievers thus misrepre- 
sent them." What a strange and gratuitous misinteqiretation 1 
t Sura XXV. 5-C. 

§ Sura xvi. 10 . 
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The wild legend and the garbled Scripture story 
of yesterday, come forth to-morrow as a portion -of 
the divine and eternal Coran. 
thi» And, however strange it may appear, the heavenly 
belief. origin of his revelations, obtained though they were 
from such fallible and imperfect sources, appears to 
have been believed by Mahomet himself.. It would 
be against the analogy of his entire hfe, to suppose 
a continuing sense of fraud, — a consciousness that 
the whole was a fabrication of his own mind, an 
imposition upon his followers, an impious assump- 
tion of the name of the Almighty. Occasional 
doubts and misgivings, especially when he first 
submitted to Jewish prompting, there may have 
been ; but a process similar to that by which he 
first assured himself of his own inspiration, would 
quickly put them to flight. 

But his igno The absence of spiritual light and of opportunities 
culpable when for obtaining it which excused this marvellous self- 
soinntary. deception in the early prophetical life of Mahomet, 
cannot be pleaded for his later years. Ignorance 
was no longer then involuntary. The means of- 
reaching a truer knowledge lay plentifully within 
' his reach. But they were not heeded; or rather 
they were dehberately rejected, because a position 
had been already taken up from which there could 
be no receding without discredit or inconsistency. 
The living inspiration of God vouchsafed to himself 
was surely better and more safe than the recorded 
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Revelations of former prophets ; it was at any rate 
incomparably more authoritative than the uncertain 
doctrines deduced from them by their erring ad- 
herents. Thus did ignorance become wilful. Light 
was at hand; but Mahomet preferred darkness. 
He chose to walk “ in the glimmerings of his own 
lire, and in the sparks which he had kindled.” 

If it please God to give the Author time and 
opportunity for pursuing the subject, frequent, and 
often melancholy, illustration will be afforded by 
the career of the Prophet at Medina of that uncon- 
scious self-deception which can alone explain the 
mysterious foundation of a Faith strong but often 
descending to subterfuge, never wavering yet always 
inconsistent. 


atf.rfi 


,) 
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APPENDIX. 


A LIST OF THE SUBAS I.N THE COBAN ABBANGEIJ 
CHBONOLOGICALLY. 

It is hardly necessary here to repeat that any attempt to reduce 
the Suras to a chronological order, must, to a great extent, be 
conjecttrral and imperfect. The statements of tradition on the 
subject are meagre and deceptive. The chronological lists given 
by Mahometan writers are based upon those statements and cannot 
be trusted. 

The following classification is the result of a cai'eful and repeated 
perusal ; and is grounded upon a min ute examination of the style 
and contents of the several Suras preceding the Hegira. It can 
of course be regarded at the best as only an approximation to 
the truth even as regards them. Of the twenty-one Medina 
Suras, the Author has not yet had leisure to enquire carefully 
into the sequence. 

To show the gradual lengthening of the Suras, a column is 
added giving the number of pages and lines of each, according to 
FlUgel's quarto edition. The page contains twenty-two lines. 


CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF SURAS. 


Number In 
ChronologlcAl 
order. 

Kamber 
in the 
Coran. 

Length. 

Remarks. 

Page.. 

Lines. 

1 

CHI 

0 

I) 

First Staoe. Saras 1 to 18. 

2 

C 

0 

4 

See chapters IL and III. 

3 

XCIX 

0 

31 


4 

XCI 

0 

31 


5 

CVI 

0 

2 


r> 

I 

0 

4 


7 

Cl 

0 

31 


8 

xcv 

0 

31 


U 

CII 

0 

3 


10 

CIV 

0 

3 


11 

I.XXXU 

0 

7 


12 

XCII 

0 

7 


13 

cv 

0 

2 


14 

LXXXIX 

0 

13 
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF SURAS. 


aiii 


Number In 
C'UroDoiogtcal 
order. 


Number 

Length. 




Corun. 

I’IMJM- 

Lines. 

xc 

0 

a 

XCIII 

0 

A 

XCIV 

0 


CVIII 

0 

r 

XCVI 

0 

1 

CXII 

0 

1 

LXXIV 

1 

1 

CXI 

1 

2 

LXXXVU 

I 

7 

XCVII 

1 

El 

LXXXVIU 

1 

r 

LXXX 

1 

laj 

LXXXI 

1 

U1 

LXXXIV 

1 

10 

LXXXVI 

1 

6 

cx 

1 

a 

LXXXV 

1 

IQ 

Lxxxm 

1 

IQ 

Lxxvin 

1 

12 

LXXVII 

1 

12 

I.XXVI 

1 

12 

LXXV 

1 

15* 

LXX 

CIX 

1 

1 

i|l 

evil 

1 

El 

LV 

1 

u 

LVI 

1 

11 

LXVU 

1 

2 

LIII 

1 

U 

XXXII 

1 

IQ 

XXXIX 

3 

U 

LXXIII 

a 

>■* 

LXXIX 

I.IV 

3 

1 


XXXIV 

3 

3 

XXXI 

2 

1 

LXIX 

1 

2 

Lxvm 

1 

2 

XLI 

3 

I 

I-XXI 

3 

2Q 

LII 

I 

2 

L 

1 

11 

XLV 

1 

21 

XLIV 

1 

12 

XXXVII 

A 

12 

XXX 

a 

Q 

XXVI 

3 

L5 

XV 

2 

ri 

M 

1 

12 

XI. VI 

2 

U 


llemarks. 


Second Stage. Snrns to 
22 . Chap. III. Nmuber 
contains the command to 
** recite in the name of the 
Lord/* and 21 to ** arise and 
preach.” 

TiiiBD Stage. Suras 23 to iL 
From the commencement of 
Mahomet’s public ministr}' 
to the drst emigration to 
Abyssinia; chap. IV. 


Founin Stage. Sums d2 to 
fi.t- From the 6tli to the 
loth years of the mission of 
Mahomet. 


Fifth Stage. 8ura< 64 to 91. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF SURAS, 


Nnmbor in 

Kunil)cr 

Lcn^. 

Remarks. 

ClirunoloKii'Al 

in the 



order. 

Coran. 

PAgtfc 

Lines. 



I.XXII 

1 

2 


Ofi 

XXXV 

3 



fil 

XXXVI 

3 



fia 

XIX 

3 

12 


69 

XVIII 

6 

i 


m 

XXVII 

4 

13 


71 

XUI 

3 

I 


29 

XL 

4 

12 


22 

XXXVIII 

3 



7A. 

XXV 

3 

13 


22 

XX 

S 

2 


2fi 

XLIII 

3 

m 


22 

XII 

6 

211 


22 

XI 

2 

6 


22 

X 

2 



2D 

XIV 

3 

6 


21 

VI 

11 

15 


82 

LXIV 

1 



83 

XXVIII 

5 

11 


84 

XXIII 

4 

G 


8^ 

XXII 

s 



8& 

XXI 

4 

12 


22 

XVII 

6 

4 


82 

XVI 

2 

G 

I 

82 

xm 

3 

6 


90 

XXIX 

4 

6 

Sums 113 amt 114. Time of 

91 

92 

93 

VII 
CXIII 
' CXIV 

13 

0 

0 

3 

9 

o 

ajipcaraucc indeterminate, 
and unimportant 

94 

II 

22 

12 

Medina Suhas. 94 to 1 14. 

93 

XLVII 

2 

5 

[N.B. Tlie order of these 21 

2fi 

LVII 

2 

1 

9Z 

VIII 

4 

12 

suras luis not yet been care- 

28 

LVIII 

1 

la 

fully fixed by the Author.] 

22 

LXV 

1 

2 


ion 

XCVIII 

I 

a 


mi 

LXII 

1 

15 


m2 

I,IX 

1 

12 


10.*^ 

XXIV 

3 

5 


IfU 

LXIII 

1 

I£ 


ms 

XLVIII 

2 

G 


106 

LXI 

2 

21 


mz 

IV 

li 

U 


108 

III 

13 

11 


ma 

V 

m 

18 


m 

XXXIII 

5 

6 


111 

LX 

1 

a 


m 

LXVI 

1 

2 


113 

XLIX 

1 

9 

. 

111 

IX 

a 

2U 
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